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Two members resign from fair board

By LezieHilt

Two board members turned in letters of res-
ignation at the Jan. 3 Cheyenne County Fair

Board meeting.

President Wade Krienread two letters of res-
ignations — one from Lyn Wiley who had
served on the board for 19 years and another
from Troy Hilt, both of St. Francis. After read-

ing the letters President Krien said the he felt
the board was losing two good members.

“I understand that we had a split board but
whether or not we agree, we should back up the
board on all decisions,” he said.

Election of officers was held. Dick Bursch
and Wade Krien were nominated and, aftera 5-
to-4 vote, Mr. Bursch is now the president.

Tax credits filled,
clinicremodeling
can now begin

The Cheyenne County Hospital
Board and Administration are pleased
to announce that the Community Ser-
vice Project thatused tax credits to gen-
erate a total of $300,000 has been filled.
This money will be used to expand and
remodel the Cheyenne County Clinic.
Remodeling will centralize some busi-
ness office and nursing functions, while
making the facility more convenient for
both patients and staff. Important
handicap accessibility requirements
will also be addressed.

“It’s hard to say enough about the

people who supported this project,”
said Les Lacy, hospital administrator.
“It’s great to see so many people will-
ing to make an investment in the Chey-
enne County communities.

“I know that many supporters
weren’tin a position to take advantage
of the program this time, still, I know
the support is there. Cheyenne County
attorneys and accountants had abig part
in getting the message out.

“The board has put in an enormous
amount of time moving this project

See TAX CREDIT on Page 8A

First baby of year
to recelve presents

By Karen Krien

There has been no baby claiming the
title of “First Baby of the Year 2002.

The contest began at the first of the
year and the only requirement is that the
baby be born to any parents living in
Cheyenne County for one month or
more. These parents and their new born
infant will be given gifts from sponsors.

The rules are simple:

* As stated, the parents must have
lived in Cheyenne County for at least
one month.

* The St. Francis Herald office must
be notified as soon as possible. The
Herald’' snumber is 785-332-3162.

Lastyear’s first baby of the year was
Hunter Michael Kriegh, son of Reid
and Chaylene Kriegh. He has a sister,
Mickey Ann.

Hunter was born in the middle of a
blizzard at the Citizens Medical Cen-
ter, Colby, on Feb. 8 and weighed 6

Pharmacy
busIness
sells

By Karen Krien

Scott Wiley reported thathe has sold
Wiley’s Apothecary, St. Francis, to
Kody and Penny Krien. They will be
taking over the business on March 4.

Mr. Wiley purchased the business 22
years ago from Richard Getty.

“There have beenalotofloyal, won-
derful people who supported the busi-
ness,” Mr. Wiley said. “These last 22
years have been exciting and challeng-
ing and I have had some wonderful
employees.”

In the future, Mr. Wiley will be are-
lief pharmacist and he and his wife
Rebecca and family will continue to
live in St. Francis.

Mr. Krien received his pharmaceu-
tical degree in 1999 and he and Mrs.
Krien and their son KC have been liv-

See PHARMACY on Page 8A

pounds, 14 ounces.

The parents of this year’s first baby
winner will receive a full car wash from
the St. Francis Equity, $50 savings
bond from Bankwest, $50 savings bond
from First National Bank, a toy from
Van Allen Inc., $15 gift certificate for
baby food or formula and new born dia-
pers from Sainty Super Foods, a special
toy from Yost Farm Supply, a $15 gift
certificate from KM Clothier and a
year’s subscription to The &. Francis
Herald or Bird City Times.

The parents receiving the gifts
should pick up their gifts or claim their
services within 60 days after the birth.

Earlier, there were several babies due
atthe end of the year or first of the new
year but some of these babies have al-
ready arrived. However, there are still
afew babies due. Since mostbabies are
not on schedule, it’s hard telling when
the first baby of 2002 will be born.

new president said.

“I'will try my best to serve you and will work
hard to heal some things that happened,” the

John Finley is the new vice president and
Shawn Blanka is the treasurer. The board then
ask for nominations for secretary, Rita Koros
introduced herself and stated that she would be
interested in becoming a member and also tak-

ary.

TAKING ADVANTAGE of thewar mweather — Thecity crewtook theChristmaslightsoff of the

ing the secretary spot. The board called a 10-
minute executive session and, after coming out
of the session, the board announced that Ms.
Koros was accepted as a member. Rick Lucas
nominated her for secretary. The board in-
formed her that she could be reimbursed for her
expenses but that she could not be paid a sal-

treeslast week. The sun wasshining but theair up in thebucketswasalittle chilly. Pictured are
Earl Hankinsand Glenn Schliep (right).

over thebusinesson March 4.
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Schoolboarddiscussesplansforbuilding

By Karen Krien

The St. Francis Board of Education
again discussed the proposed commons
area and new gymnasium and reviewed
arough drawing made by the superin-
tendent when they met Monday
evening.

The architect Glen Strait had not
drawn up the plans but Superintendent
Carl Werner had made a rough draw-
ing showing a proposed commons area.
The area would be approximately 100-
feet long and 65-feet wide and would
attach to the south side of the present
gym. The area would be wide enough

to include the two south doors into the
old gymbutnot was as wide as the gym.
Board member Gene Dodd wondered
if the area would look better if it were
as wide but the superintendent pointed
out that the wrestling/weight room to
the east wasn’t as wide as the gym and
it might look okay.

The plans for the commons area
showed storage to the north, concession
sales area on the east, restrooms on the
south and entries on the west. There was
ample space to display trophies and a
proposed underground rampway to the
new gym.

Superintendent Werner pointed out
that if the board would rather see the
gym built first, aspace could be left and
the commons area built later.

The talk turned to financing the
projects. The money could come from
the Capital Outlay Fund but there are
schoolsinthe area which are now build-
ing with lease purchase options. Super-
intendent Werner had received infor-
mation from the Kansas Capital Outlay
Fund which has $50 million in reserve
for Kansas Schools to use as lease pur-
chases.

With alease purchase, the bank pays

for the construction and owns the build-
ing. The school board leases the build-
ing for a certain number of years until
the building is paid off. With this op-
tion, the school does not have to borrow
money.

The superintendent had called the
Kansas Capital Outlay Fund officials
who informed him that the interest rate
isnow 5 percent and it could be locked
in atthat amount. By using alease pur-
chase agreement, the school board
would not use all of its Capital Outlay

Funds which would then be available
See BUILDING on Page 8A

Budget Committee meets

The Fair Board Budget Committee had met
and Mr. Lucas reported that the county gives
$16,000 for phone and gas which is around the
amount that is spent.

The committee discussed what would happen
if the grandstand fund was depleted. One idea

See RESIGN on Page 8A

Rally set
forFriday
at Equity

By Karen Krien

An ethanol rally will be held from 9
a.m. to noon on Friday at the St. Fran-
cis Equity station. Sponsored by the
Cheyenne County Farm Bureau, board
members will be on hand to provide
full-service fill up with ethanol pur-
chase.

There will be prizes given away
along with coffee and cookies.

“Farm Bureau is holding this rally
because of our support to the farmers,”
said Renee Braun, Farm Bureau agent.
“By using ethanol, itis a small way that
people can support agriculture.”

More than 600 million bushels of
cornare used for ethanol, making itthe
third largest use for corn in the United
States, thus adding $4.5 billion in farm
revenue annually.

Ethanol is also environmentally
friendly and is one of the best tools to
fight air pollution from vehicles. In its
purest form, ethanol contains 35-per-
cent oxygen, that enables a more com-
plete combustion of fuel. This results
inreduced emissions of carbon monox-
ide and other toxins that can pollute the
air.

It is a non-toxic fuel that is water
soluble, is quickly biodegradable and
does notcontaminate groundwater sup-
plies.

K eepsenginesrunning smoothly

Ethanol blended fuel keeps today’s
high-compression engines running
smoothly at optimal performance be-
cause it leaves no gummy deposits be-
hind. Regularunleaded gasoline has an
87-octane rating and premium un-
leaded 93. The differenceis simply the
oxygenated in the fuel.

In its purest form, ethanol’s octane
rating is 113. To improve the octane
rating of gasoline, ethanol is blended
with gasoline at a rate of 10 percent

See RALLY on Page 8A

Commissioners
agree that money
goes to the hospital

By Karen Krien

The Cheyenne County Commission-
ers ended the year with a meeting on
Dec. 31 where business was finalized
and they met with the Calhoun Town-
ship Board.

Members of the Calhoun Township
Board included Robert Draper, Jerdene
Barnhart, Walter Douthit and Wayne
Goodell and they were concerned about
the money brought from the sale of the
South Fork Schoolhouse. They had
earlier decided at a township meeting
to donate the money, amounting to
$20,000, to the Cheyenne County Hos-
pital Board. However, after they had
given the money, they were informed
that it really was not the township’s
board to give — that the money was to
go into the county’s general fund.

Kevin Berens, county attorney, said
that technically, that was where the
money belonged and then the commis-
sioners could designate where the
money would go. Mr. Goodell reported
that most of the township people had
wanted to give itto the hospital and the
board was asking that the commission-
ers would see that their wishes would
be carried out.

There was little discussion before the
commissioners agreed that the $20,000
would first be taken to the county trea-
surer Delores Jenik and she would, in
turn, write a check to the hospital board
for the township board to deliver.

The commissioners noted that they
respected the township board for their

See MONEY on Page 8A

Chamber players
perform Sunday

On Sunday, Jan. 13, 2002, at 3
p-m., the Boston Mountain Chamber
Players (BMCP) will presentarecital
of works for woodwind quintet and
saxophone at the Cheyenne Theatre,
104 E. Washington, St. Francis, Kan.

The Boston Mountain Chamber
Players, in residence at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas, is the largest cham-
ber music ensemble in that state and
has recently been awarded a presti-
gious spot on the roster of the “Ar-

kansas Arts on Tour” program ad-
ministered by the Arkansas Arts
Council. The group has also won a
similar spot on the Heartland Arts
Fund “Community Connections”
Touring Roster, which encompasses
a 15-state area from Texas to North
Dakota to Ohio. The Boston Moun-
tain Chamber Players was formed to
provide quality chamber music to au-

diences throughout the Midwest re
See CHAMBER on Page 3A
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submitted was that maybe each event
could pay something like 40 percent of
the gate money and the fair board mem-
bers do the cleanup and security.

President Bursch said, “If we were to
do it (cleanup and security), someone
would need to be there all the time, ev-
eryday.”

Mr. Finley questioned if they could
even to that? The president noted thathe
didn’t know as he hadn’t seen many
members with nothing to do. Mr. Krien
agreed. He mentioned what a great job
the groundskeeper and his family had

done and also how many hours that this
family had putin. Nodecision was made.
Extension council
Dale Weeks was there torepresent the
extension council. Mr. Weeks stressed
that the two boards need to work together
and communicate — possibly sharing
their minutes with each othersothateach
would know what was going on.
“It might help eliminate some prob-
lems,” he said.
Red ribbon money
Mr. Weeks also reported on the Red
Ribbon Fund. Mr. Weeks said that the
businesses donated 5 percent of their

BUILDING
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if needed. Cliff Raile, board member,
pointed out that, even though they
would be paying interest, if it were
locked in a very low rate, the school’s
Capital Outlay Funds could be gaining
interest at possibly higher rates.

Superintendent Werner will inves-
tigate more into lease purchase options
and will be visiting schools with gym-
nasiums and common areas similar to
those proposed for St. Francis.

“I and possibly the architect will be
visiting with the school personnel (of
these schools) to see what they like and
would change,” Superintendent
Werner said.

School report card

The Kansas School Building Report
Card for the St. Francis elementary and
junior-senior high schools was re-
viewed. Out of 22 different areasrang-
ing from math and science to reading
and social studies in specific grades, St.
Francis students were slightly down in
only two of the areas compared to the
state average. Look for further infor-
mation in a later issue of The St. Fran-
cis Herald.

In other business
In other business:
* The heat costs for this school year

PHARMACY
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ing in Omaha.

The Kriens are from the St. Francis-
Bird City area and are looking forward
to coming back home.

The pharmacy will be closed for a
few days the first part of March so in-
ventory can be taken and it will then
open under the management of the
Kriens.

was down from $4,411 last year to
$3,151 this year. The superintendent said
this was probably due to the fact that the
winter has been warmer this year and the
schoolhad abetter gasrate. Theelectric-
ity cost was also down.

* The high school track team now has
three coaches, Tim Lambert, Chuck
Peters and assistant Terri Orth. Coach
Lambert felt that another coach was
needed to replace Ted Busse who will
be coaching junior high track. Several
possibilities are being explored and the
administration will probably have a
recommendation at the next meeting.

* The superintendent submitted his
automobile expenses for the last quar-
ter of 2001. In the year of 2001, he trav-
eled 437 miles for the school and
charged $.345 per mile which cost the
school $150.77.

* The Northwest Kansas Educa-
tional Service Center proposed that a
general meeting be held to discuss
problems in education in Kansas, es-
pecially northwest Kansas, and thatall
board members attend. The board
agreed that their choices for meeting
dates would be Feb. 9, the first choice;
and March 23 as the second choice.

* Principal Scott Carmichael re-
ported that a program by a national
speaker on handling grief will be held
Feb. 5 and 6. The plans for those days
are tentative and definite plans will be
announced later.

* For the schools to continue to
qualify for educational-rate (e-rate)
discounts on the telephone service and
internet service, the school isrequired
to update the Technology Plan this
year. The policies were reviewed and
read. The second reading and approval
will be held at the February board
meeting.

Next meeting

The February board meeting has
been set for 7 p.m. on Feb. 14 in the
board meeting room at the high school.

money spent to this fund which
amounted to $1,125. Four 4-H’ers re-
ceived thismoney—one4-H’erinlive-
stock, the other three were in arts and
crafts and/or photography.

Thebusinessmen figured an average
of high andlow premiums forlivestock.
The 4-H’erin livestock was then given
$400. The same process was done to
come up with an average for non- live-
stock projects and those kids received
$200 a piece.

There was $125 dollars leftover. Af-
ter contacting all businesses, it was
foundthat the businessmen did not want
the money back, and wanted to donate
the money wherever the council saw fit.
Rex Murray, extension council mem-
ber, also stated that neither board came
up with the Red Ribbon Fund. It was the
businessmen.

Rex Murray, extension council chair-
person, ask why people don’tcome to the
extension meetings?

“Our meetings are open meetings and
we welcome anyone to come,” he said

Premium Sale

There was discussion as to which or-
ganization wasin charge of the Premium
Sale. Betty Petersen, who has worked
with the sale for a number of years, was
present to answer some question and
explain where and how the account
works. The money which the items and
livestockreceive atthe sale goesinto Sale
BarnLivestock accountand, onceevery-
thing is figured, $5 to $10 is deducted
from the kid’s checks. The checks are
written off the livestock account.

The money deducted is then putin the
Premium Sale account. This accounthas
never been used for anything except ex-
pense for the sale. Mr. Murray said that
the extension council could put the ac-
countinthe fairboard’s name if needed.
Mrs. Petersen reported that there was
$3,099 in the account. The board dis-
cussed that the auditor had brought up
these concerns and they decided to visit
with him more about this account and if
the account needs to be changed.

Mrs. Petersen expressed that it was a
good idea to take pictures of the grand
andreservechampion livestock and their
premium buyers. She felt like the buy-
ers would appreciate it.

I'n other business

In other business:

* It was announced that the Antique
Tractor Association would not be avail-
able for the fair this year. More informa-
tion will be available at the next meeting.

Next meeting

The fair board budget will be dis-
cussed next meeting which is scheduled
tobe held at 8 p.m. on Feb. 7 in the com-
missioners’ room in the courthouse.
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SAINTY VOLUNTEER FIREMEN wer e called to extinguish afireon land belonging to Roger
Jensen, northwest of town. Several acresof grasswereburned.
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along too. I'm not sure we could have

filled up in time without the efforts of
Rueben Schultz and Bob Van Allen.”

The contributors representacross-sec-
tion of Cheyenne County. A variety of
individuals and businesses took advan-
tage of the 70-percent tax credits tomake
their donated dollars go further.

“Both Bankwest and First National
Bank were $50,000 donorsearly toiden-
tify the benefits and get us off to a good
start. Security State Bank was also akey
partof'the foundation of the project,” said

Administrator Lacy. “Commitment and
cooperation from everyone is what
makes this a success.”

Thenext step

The next step is for the hospital board
and administration totalk to the architect
and, after the next board meeting, Ad-
ministrator Lacy hopes to have a firm
start date.

The addition to the clinic will be to
square the building out, building onto the
northeastof'the clinic. The new addition
will include a larger waiting room and
some of the business office.

Theremodeling will centralize the re-
mainder of the business office and the
nurses station, add examrooms, improve
offices and address handicap accessibil-
ity issues such as the bathroom and
entryway.

Atthe Decemberhospital board meet-
ing, the possibility of installing an eleva-
tor which will include the clinic base-
ment area with the rest of the building
was discussed. At the present time, the
basementisusedasameeting room and
for storage.

MONEY
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efforts and their choice to promote the
hospital with the money.

Ddinquent tax sale

Both Treasurer Jenik and Attorney
Berens reported on the delinquent tax
sale which will be coming up probably
inMarch. There are only three parcels to
be sold.

One of the properties up for sale is the
old theater in Bird City. The commis-
sioners were concerned as to what would
happenifthe property did not sell and the
county would become the owners? What
were the legalities in cleaning up the
property? Whatiif the property would be
condemned?

The county attorney said that if there
are repairs or demolition of a building
required on condemned property, thatthe
owner of the parcel would be liable for
the repairs and if needed, would use a
special assessment on the property.

The questions were discussed but it
wasnoted that there may notbe any prob-
lems and they would be dealt with after
the sale.

“It is our duty to the taxpayers of the
county to clean up and keep the public
safe,” said Commissioner Tim Raile.

Road and bridgereport

Dave Flemming, road and bridge su-
pervisor, and the commissioners dis-
cussed digging and using poor gravel
compared to trucking good gravel further
distances. Both Commissioners Raile
and Ron Krien agreed that they would
prefer to truck the gravel knowing that
good gravel was going tobe used even if
itrequired purchasing more equipment.

Supervisor Flemming said thathe had
ordered some culverts for abridge total-
ing $4,000 and would encumber the
money out of the 2001 budget. He also
encumbered $15,000 for the excavation
of gravel.

Writeoffs

The secretary of the Emergency Medi-
cal Service, Janelle Bowers, submitted
more ambulance collection write offs
amounting to $15,688 with some of the
billsdatingbackto 1997. It was noted that
twopeople had contacted the service and
said they would pay their balance which
made the total write off $14,969.

Larry Gabel, director, had asked to
encumbermoney over tonextyearto pay
Beth Gabel’s teaching salary. The board
said they could notencumber any money
as there was no money left in the ambu-
lance budget. Commissioner Raile felt
that he would rather pay Mrs. Gabel out
of this year’s General Fund rather than
take it out of the next year’s ambulance
fund, especially since this payment had
not been budgeted for. Mr. Gabel was
notified and agreed with the arrange-
ment.

Insurance

Kelly Frewen, Frewen Insurance
Agency, and Roxie Neitzel, Neitzel In-
surance Service, submitted their bid for
workmen’s compensation and building/
equipment insurance for the county.
There was a 24-percent discount on the
workmens compensation because there
were no claims made. The total cost of
the insurance for the year will be
$54,216. Mr. Frewen said he would like
toattend the next commissioner meeting
with the final insurance policy butin the
meantime, he presented each commis-
sioner a copy to review.

Later in the meeting, the board dis-
cussed the bids for the county’sinsurance
and with aminimal difference in quotes,
they agreed to accept the local insurance
agents (Neitzel and Frewen) bid.

Talk turned to the health insurance
premiums. After discussion, there wasa
motion to increase the insurance by a 3-

percentfigure. This will ensure the Chey-
enne County Insurance Pool will remain
enough to cover all expenses.

New computers

Treasurer Jenik reported that a new
computer was needed for her office and
she would encumber the cost of the com-
puter out of the 2001 budget. The com-
puter works on a terminal which is ob-
solete. Clerk Terry Miller said that one
of the computersin his office also works
on aterminal and he will be replacing it.

In other business

In other business:

* Resolutions for transfers of encum-
bered funds were signed as part of the
end-of-the-year business.

* The firm of Anderson and Eldridge
was approved as the county’s accoun-
tants.

* Hospital board member Ruben
Schultz’s term will expire in January
2002. The clerk was instructed to place
anotice in the Cheyenne County news-
paperstorunJan. 16 to announce to any-
one wishing to serve on the hospital
board to contact the clerk’s office and
then attend the Jan. 31 meeting.

* The clerk will send out a memo re-
minding department heads to have their
employee evaluations in by Jan. 14.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the commission-
ers will be at 8 a.m. on Monday at the
commissioners’ room in the courthouse
in St. Francis.

RALLY
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ethanol/90-percent gasoline

Dwight Faylor, St. Francis Equity,
reported that he uses ethanol in all of his
vehicles.

“Ethanol justburns and runs better and
will givelots better gas mileage,” he said,
adding that he has found that ethanol
burns cleaner and helps the perfor-
mances in most vehicles.

Ethanol provides high quality, low
cost octane for exceptional engine per-
formance. Several racing teams in na-
tional and international competitions use
ethanol because of its performance.

Ethanol vs. oil imports

The United States currently imports
approximately 54 percent of its oil, mak-
ing it dependent on governmental poli-
cies and economies of other nations.
Withthe production of ethanol today, the
demand for imported oil is reduced by
more than 90,000 barrels a day.

The use of ethanol not only decreases
the dependence on foreign oil but also
helps the farmers, thus helping farming
communities such as those in northwest
Kansas. The ethanolindustry alsocreates
jobs and improves commodity prices.

Classic

100 Channels,
FREE installation,

9 Dollars a Month!*

Offer ends 1/31/02. For new, ly. All
o ich is

Customers!

Call now and get
a $100 discount!

Discount good on a Dish301 system (MSRP $199) or higher.

Attention

Cable

Television not included.

Just purchase any state-of-the-art DISH Network satellite
TV system valued at $199 or more and subscribe to
America's Top 100 programming package. You'll get a
credit on your bill for $21.99 per month for 12 months. At
our current America's Top 100 price of $30.99, you'll pay
only $9 a month* for over 100 digital channels. Plus, with
FREE Basic Professional Installation (a $199 value) you'll

save $462 and get the best programming in America.

Call today to take advantage of this incredible offer!

ject to change without notice. Local and state sales
ictions apply to DISH Network hardware and prog
P 3

ay apply. All DISH Network programming, and any other ser

SHARE THE EXCITEMENT!

414 Washington ¢ St. Francis, KS
785-332-3207

Mon.-Sat. * 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday ¢ 1-5 p.m.

* Price changes to America’s Top 100 programming package will affect monthly price. ($21.99 credit continues for 12 full months.)

rvices that are provided
availability, and for all offers. See your DISH Network retailer, DISH Network product literature or the
c i

. are subject to the

belong to




