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Hospital board meets with the commissioners

By Karen Krien
karen k@nwkansas.com

The hospital board met with
the Cheyenne County Com-
missioners at the Oct. 30 meet-
ing. After discussing money
received from the county and
lack of communication, the
hospital board agreed that ei-
ther one of the board members
or the hospital administrator
or a staff member would be at
the middle of the month com-
missioners’ meetings.

Speaking for the hospi-
tal board was Kari Gilliland,
board member. She said the
board was tired of the “finger
pointing” — that the whole is-
sue seems to be getting mud-
died, she said.

Brett Poling, commission-
er, spoke up, saying that he
had no animosity toward the
board — that it was the letter
(to the editor which appeared
in the Oct. 10 issue of The
Saint Francis Herald).... we
just needed someone from the
hospital coming to the meet-
ings. We had to make cuts in
the budget, he said. We are
$500,000 in the negative.

Dale Patton said he thought
he was at fault. The budget
was published in the newspa-
per and you knew what our
budget would be, he said. We
thought it (the budget) was
OK. It is everyone’s welfare
that we are concerned about.
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Mrs. Gilliland said that these
are points that were brought
up at board meetings. Do
you want someone there for
monthly meetings? she asked.

“Yes,” Dr. Poling said.

We need communication and
education, Mrs. Gilliland said.
Great Plains Health Alliance
has been operating the hospi-
tal for years and comparing
the hospital and Good Samari-
tan Society is not comparing
apples to apples.

Mr. Patton disagreed.

Dr. Poling said he was un-
happy with what had happened
when Dr. Miller had said she
was quitting because of an em-
ployment issue. People won-
dered why the doctor was be-
ing run off.

That was a confidential pro-
cess, Mrs. Gilliland said.

Let’s get back to the issue,
Mr. Patton said. There seems
to be a conflict in funding with
the hospital and the county.
Did we underfund? Overfund?
Each county has a unique
problem.

The hospital board, Mrs.
Gilliland said, doesn’t hire or
fire. All employees are em-
ployed through Great Plains.
Look at the number of employ-
ees. Rawlins County, she said,
is responsible for hiring and
firing. That is a minor differ-
ence - the number of providers
is the difference.

Ernie Ketzner, commission-
er, said the county’s auditor
had found where the hospital
had made $180,000, but Great
Plains made it look like it was
a negative.

The tax money goes into
the hospital board, said Heidi
Tice, hospital chief financial
officer. We (the hospital) can-
not make money.

This (hospital’s business)
is not a normal business, said
Judy Rockwood, hospital ad-
ministrator.

We are sorry you got cut
some, said Dr. Poling. We
asked why we couldn’t put a
physical therapist at the nurs-
ing home but we were told you
couldn’t unless we hire an-
other therapist - that you were
too busy so now about $8,300
a month is going out of the
county.

As for the physical thera-
pist at the nursing home, Ms.
Rockwood said, the admin-
istrator has never given the
number of patient contacts and
encounters.

We have a great hospital, Dr.
Poling said. I don’t agree with
Great Plains. We didn’t cut
the hospital because we don’t
want the hospital - we had to.

I understand that you only
have “X” amount of money,
said Ms. Rockwood. But, be-
cause of those cuts, we will
need to make cuts at the hos-
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pital and clinic. There will be
big changes coming down the
road.

The commissioners asked
what happened to the money
that had been budgeted for
Dr. Allard who had left in the
spring.

That money, Mrs. Tice said,
is being used to have another
doctor cover the physician as-
sistants. Dr. Miller can only
cover two physician assistants.
We also have a physician from
Colby coming in.

The cut has been made, said
Les Lacy, former hospital ad-
ministrator, now area director
for Great Plains Health Alli-
ance. We will work through
the issue. We really all want
the same thing - good care.

I understand what you did,
Mr. Lacy said. I want to make
sure that we are keeping you
educated. We can be here once
a month but would like to
show commissioners how our
finances work. They agreed to
have the hospital’s auditor and
the county’s auditor meet and
compare.

On the matter of the fund-
ed depreciation, asked Terry
Miller, county clerk, if you
are getting cut in tax dollars,
why not move less into the
funded depreciation account?
Since June, the funded depre-
ciation savings account has
grown by $130,000. If you

took $100,000 more from the
account, you could avoid the
“drastic cuts” that were threat-
ened.

That would have to be a
board decision, Mrs. Tice stat-
ed.

need to amend the budget, we
will look at it.

We are all in this together,
he continued. United we stand
— divided we fall.

Those representing the hos-
pital at the meeting were: Mrs.

I appreciate having this op- Gilliland, Ms. Rockwood,
portunity to talk to the board, Mrs. Tice, Mr. Lacy, Reid
Mr. Patton said. I hope we can Raile, Mike Bandel, Shawna
continue. And, if there is a Blanka.

Club Cli
United Methodist Women

The United Methodist wom-
en met on Nov. 6 at 2 p.m. at
the United Methodist Church.
There were 18 members pres-
ent. The meeting was called
to order by president Marsha
Zimbelman.

During the business session,
the following members were
recognized for completing the
United Methodist Women’s
Reading program this year:
Nola Burrus, Jo Ford, Mav-
ern Gienger, Marie Holzwarth,
Helen Lampe, Lucille Price,
Sherry Schultz, Valjean Schul-
tz, Alma Zimbelman and Don-
na Zimbelman.

After the installation of of-
ficers, Carol Rogers presented
the “Thank Offering” pro-
gram. This endeavor was insti-
tuted in 1881, and the United
Methodist women have used

this program as an opportunity
to express their thanks to God
in a tangible way. These funds
are used to help meet vari-
ous needs of children, youth.
and women, both at home and
abroad.

Following the program, a
delicious pumpkin dessert was
served by Marlene Lebfrom
and Valjean Schultz.

The United Methodist Wom-
en will be participating in the
Nov. 10, Sunday service, to
help make the church body
aware of their various activi-
ties and mission.

The next scheduled meeting
will be Feb. 5, 2014 as there
will be no meeting in Dec. or
Jan. All ladies are welcome to
attend.
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