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Call us for monuments to honor your loved one

ERVAGENE DEARAGON reads the letter that came with 
the pink flamingos to see how to make them go away. 

Herald staff photo by Tim Burr

Flamingos make
their appearance

Association welcomes alumni to St. Francis

Health concerns
for summer fun

Legislative session was contentious
By Kevin Bottrell

kbottrell@nwkansas.com
Much like last year, the 2013 

Kansas Legislative Session proved 
contentious, with deadlocks and 
rejected proposals pushing the 
session nine days past its 90-day 
schedule. This time, however, 
the issue wasn’t congressional 
redistricting, it was the state 
budget.

Now back at his St. Francis 
home after the session, Rep. Ward 
Cassidy said he is in the process of 
writing a column looking back on 
how the session went.

“There were some things I liked 
and some things I didn’t,” Cassidy 
said.

Cassidy said his major 
accomplishment for the session 
was helping to reverse a budget 
cut for community and technical 
colleges. Higher education was 
set to get a 1.5 percent across-the-
board cut.

Cassidy said he did not like that 
four-year colleges – especially 
Fort Hays State University – still 
got cut.

“When you vote for a budget 
you do it because there are things 
in it you like,” he said. “There are 
also things you don’t like.”

Primary and secondary 
education did not get cut this year, 
he said, and may be in line for a 
$10 to $12 base aid increase next 
year, depending on how a lawsuit 
against the state turns out. That 
lawsuit, which was brought by 
a collection of school districts 
against the state, alleges that the 
state has failed to fund schools 
as guaranteed under the Kansas 
Constitution.

“I don’t agree with that lawsuit,” 
Cassidy said.

If the courts find in favor of the 
districts, he said, the Legislature 
may have a special session to 
decide how to increase funding.

“I think the schools will win 
that,” he said. “Then the question 
is: ‘how much money and where 
do we get it?’ It certainly doesn’t 
fit into the governor’s tax plan.”

The bottom line on the tax plan, 
Cassidy said, is that the state sales 
tax rate will drop from 6.3 percent 
to 6.15, the result of a compromise 
between the House and Senate. 
The five-year tax plan reduces the 
state income tax each year until it 
is zeroed out.

The tax plan was the whole key 
to the session, Cassidy said, and 
the Legislature had to come up 
with about $200 million in cuts 
to make it work. The cut to higher 
education was part of that, but 
Cassidy said he and an a group of 
other Legislators fought to keep 
community and technical colleges 
out of that.

Cassidy said he liked that the 
Legislature was able to keep 

charitable deductions at 100 
percent of their value, and that 
they were able to expand the Rural 
Opportunity Zone to include more 
counties. The tax incentives make 
those counties attractive to new 
businesses, he said.

There were other new laws that 
might affect northwest Kansas:

• Cassidy said one of the 
issues on which he gets the most 
feedback is gun legislation.

“We passed some good gun 
legislation,” he said. “Essentially 
reaffirming to the federal 
government that they can’t mess 
with us.”

The state also passed law which 
recognizes the concealed carry 
permits of other states, allowing 
anyone with a permit to carry 
their weapon in Kansas. Cassidy 
said there are still some questions 
on the new concealed carry law 
that the attorney general’s office 
will need to work out before the 
law can be fully implemented. He 
said the differences in concealed 
carry requirements across the 
various states are not any danger 
to Kansans.

• Cassidy said there was also 
money added to the Kansas 
Highway Patrol and Stockton 
Prison budgets, though cuts in the 
corrections department remain a 
concern. The Kansas Department 
of Transportation, whose 
budget is often diverted to other 
departments, largely escaped 
intact this year.

“They were going to take away 
money,” Cassidy said. “We fought 
to get it back. Some of it was still 
swept out to pay for buses for 
schools.”

Liquor laws did not change 
this year, despite a renewed 
push for allowing hard alcohol 
sale at grocery stores. Cassidy 
said someday it will happen, 
and advised small liquor stores 
to prepare for that. He said he 
had asked several liquor stores 
in Nebraska about their similar 
law. The stores said they make 
as much or more money after the 
adjustment period.

• Care for developmentally 
disabled people will be under 
KanCare starting Jan. 1. Cassidy 
said he was wanting to wait another 
year for KanCare to establish 
itself, but after meeting with the 
three managed care companies, he 
is confident that any problems that 
arise can be addressed.

• Also passed this year was a 
law allowing for drug testing of 
anyone receiving a government 
check. Cassidy said this includes 
everyone from legislators and 
the governor to those receiving 
welfare checks.

“The goal was to help the 
unemployed or those on welfare 
not to go down a bad path,” he 
said.

• Judicial selection for the 
Kansas Court of Appeals was 
changed this year. Appeals judges 
will be appointed by the governor 
and subject to confirmation by 
the Senate, similar to the federal 
model. Cassidy said he voted in 
favor of the change, adding that 
there was discussion of expanding 
it to include the Kansas Supreme 
Court, but that was not done this 
year.

• In education this year was 
a new program: “Innovative 
School Districts.” Cassidy said 10 
school districts will be chosen to 
participate in the program, which 
will free them up from a lot of state 
regulations. Cassidy said it gives 
administrators more freedom to 
be creative in how they provide 
education. The things they come 
up with might be shared with 
other districts.

The KU Alumni Association 
welcomes alumni and university 
enthusiasts of all walks to enjoy 
dinner with members of the KU 
Alumni Association staff June 20 
at the Diamond R Bar and Grill 
at 118 W Washington Street in St. 
Francis. The dinner will take place 
at 5:30 p.m. and light snacks and 
soft drinks will be provided.

The dinner is one of more than 

100 events the association will 
sponsor across Kansas and around 
the country during the annual 
’Hawk Days of Summer tour. The 
90-day series of events results 
from a determination to make the 
most of the summer months. 

“We wanted to connect with 
Jayhawks in all kinds of settings, 
from breakfast, lunch or dinner in 
the smallest Kansas town, to large 

events in the cities that are our 
national strongholds,” says Kevin 
Corbett, association president.

’Hawk Days of Summer began 
in 2011, when a 12-member team 
of association staff members, 
along with local volunteers, 
hosted 143 events that welcomed 
more than 8,000 Jayhawks. The 
following year featured 150 events 
with more than 10,000 alumni, 

fans and friends in attendance.
This year’s edition of ’Hawk 

Days kicked off May 20, and 
includes receptions, happy hours, 
picnics, baseball games, museum 
tours, boat cruises and more. For 
more information about events in 
your area, visit www.kualumni.
org/hawkdays.

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

The pink flamingos are back!
This is a project to raise money 

for the Cheyenne County Relay 
for Life cancer walk  and to help 
find a cure for cancer.

The flamingo flock was late this 
year because of the cool spring 
season, said Susie Walz, one of 
the keepers of the birds.

Every morning for the next 
month, somebody is going to 
wake up to find a flock of pink 
flamingos in their yard. Mrs. Walz 
directs the flocks with the help of 
nieces, nephews, other relatives 
and other volunteers. The birds 
are put in the yard after dark and 
they disappear before 8 a.m. the 
following day (they remain in the 
yard for at least a day).

To help the birds take flight, the 
resident donates $10 by taking it 
to the Cheyenne County Hospital. 

“If you would like to share 

the birds with someone special,” 
said Susie Walz, one of the 
coordinators, “donate $15 and 
have them placed in someone 
else’s yard.”

People can also donate $20 and 
they will not be placed in their 
yard again that year. There has 
been some confusion, Mrs. Walz 
said. People think that if they 
donate $20 they will never come 
back to their yard.

“This is not true,” she said. 
“It is only this year that there 
is a guarantee that they will not 
return.”

The pink flamingos are a fun 
way of raising money as well as 
helping raise money to help fight 
cancer through the Relay for Life.

Anyone wanting more 
information about the pink 
flamingos can call the hospital, 
785-332-2104, or call Mrs. Walz 
at 332-8507.

Summertime is upon us and lots 
of families head to the swimming 
pools, beaches, lakes, and water 
parks for some recreational fun. 
Knowing the basic facts about 
recreational water illnesses can 
make the difference between 
an enjoyable time at the pool, 
beach, or the water park, and 
getting a rash, having diarrhea, 
or developing other, potentially 
serious illnesses.

Recreational water illnesses 
are caused by germs spread by 
swallowing, breathing in mists or 
aerosols of, or having contact with 
contaminated water in swimming 
pools, hot tubs, water parks, water 
play areas, interactive fountains, 
lakes, rivers, or oceans. Children, 
pregnant women, and people 
with weakened immune systems 
(for example, people living with 
AIDS, individuals who have 
received an organ transplant, or 
people receiving certain types of 
chemotherapy) can suffer from 
more severe illness if infected. 

People with weakened immune 
systems should be aware that 
recreational water might be 
contaminated with human or 
animal feces containing Crypto. 
These germs are killed by 
chlorine, but it doesn’t work right 

away. Some germs can live in 
pools for days. 

With your help, even the best-
maintained pools can spread germs. 
Recreational water infections can 
be a wide variety of infections, 
including gastrointestinal, skin, 
ear, respiratory, eye, neurologic 
and wound infections. The most 
commonly reported infection is 
diarrhea.

Here are a few easy and effective 
healthy swimming steps for all 
swimmers to protect themselves 
from recreational water illnesses:

• Keep the feces, germs, and 
urine out of the water. 

• Don’t swim when you have 
diarrhea.

• Shower with soap before you 
start swimming. 

• Take a rinse shower before 
you get back into the water.

• Take bathroom breaks every 
60 minutes.

• Wash your hands after using 
the toilet or changing diapers.

• Don’t swallow the water you 
swim in.

For more information on 
recreational water illnesses 
contact the Cheyenne County 
Health Department at 785-332-
2381. 

The Cheyenne County Hospital 
and Clinic golf tournament is set 
for Saturday, June 22, at Riverside 
Recreation, west of St. Francis.

Lunch will be served after 
the tournament. Teams are four-
person teams. The registration 
cost includes player gift bags, 
lunch and 18 holes of golf.  In 
addition, there is the possibility 
of hole prizes and the fun of the 
silent auction.

Something new this year, said 
Stacy Kaup, clinic manager and 

organizer of the tournament, 
Health One has donated an entry 
into the tournament. 

Those interested in playing 
and would like a chance for the 
donated spots, please call Stacy 
at Cheyenne County Clinic to find 
out how to “win” a free entry. 

Again this year, Golfsmith is 
helping sponsor this event, as well 
as numerous local vendors. 

Come out and support this great 
event, Mrs. Kaup said.

County hospital to 
sponsor golf tourney


