Opinion

Author, reports chide
Kansas for its principles

We’ve seen a wave of articles chastising Kan-
sans for taking federal money while voting for
politicians, like our Rep. Tim Huelskamp, who
rail against federal spending.

This goes back to the book “What’s the Mat-
ter With Kansas,” by Thomas Frank, who ar-
gued that Kansans hew to the conservative
social outlook of the Republican party while
they benefit from the liberal-left spending of the
Democrats.

In effect, he says, we vote against our own
economic interests. We’ve abandoned the popu-
list notions of a century ago — regulation of rob-
ber barons, bans on corporate farming, strict
limits on banking — for social issues such as
abortion and, yes, big government.

“Not long ago,” Mr. Frank writes, “Kansas
would have responded to the current situation
by making the bastards pay. This would have
been a political certainty, as predictable as what
happens when you touch a match to a puddle of
gasoline....

“Not these days. Out here, the gravity of dis-
content pulls in only one direction: to the right,
to the right, further to the right. Strip today’s
Kansans of their job security, and they head out
to become registered Republicans. Push them
off their land, and next thing you know they’re
protesting in front of abortion clinics.”

He’s right, of course.

An article in The Kansas City Star last week
shows that in one rural Kansas county, at least,
federal spending exceeds the federal taxes
people pay by at least 2-1, yet that county and
dozens of others continue to vote for Mr. Huel-
skamp.

Liberal editorial writers at Kansas newspa-
pers expound on the fact that we are all “takers”

Casey’s Comments

even as we opposed federal spending in prin-
ciple. The hypocrisy of it!

Guilty as charged, I suppose.

It’s true, rural people, and not just in Kansas,
tend to vote their conscience rather than their
pocketbook. People who don’t believe in abor-
tion vote for candidates who don’t believe in
abortion. Those who think big government dan-
gerous and expensive tend to vote for candidates
who push for smaller government.

And if their hometown or county takes in
more than it sends out to the federal govern-
ment, well, they probably haven’t ever added it
up, but they’d probably vote for the same guy
for Congress as they did last year. Because the
principle would still be more important to them
than the money.

There is a certain amount of hypocrisy in-
volved here, yes. People tend to see the federal
benefits they get as “earned” or “deserved,”
while those going to others seem like “waste.”
Candidates who want to get elected cater to
those tastes and try to balance the good and the
bad.

Federal farm payments may be wasteful, for
instance, and they may not work too well in
preserving the “family farm” — just look at our
plunging population curve in spite of all those
billions spent — but the entire economy out here
is built on them. How would we get disentan-
gled?

And Social Security? We all paid into that.

We suppose it’s old-fashioned for people to
vote their principles rather than their pocket-
books, but that’s what we are: old-fashioned.

Some would say that’s not such a bad thing.

— Steve Haynes

By
Casey

Looking at how other people
around the world view us, it’s no
wonder we get the tag of “ugly
Americans” sometimes.

It would be nice if only the or-
dinary people, like you and me,
were allowed out. But, unfortu-
nately, our celebrities are able to
run amuck anywhere and every-
where.

Do you suppose foreigners see
our teenagers as all being like Mi-
ley Cyrus or Justin Bieber? It was

' Photo Policy

The Saint Francis Herald and
Bird City Times wants to empha-
size photos of people doing things
in the community. If you know of
an event or new happening that
we should attend, please call 332-
3162.

Please be sure to allow a cou-
ple of days’ notice so we can be
there.

Space in the paper is limited
and so is the time of our staff, so
we may not be able to get to every

—Honor Roll—

New and renewed Herald sub-
scriptions: Kelli Githens, Denver,
Colo.; Robert Stewart, St. Francis;
Douglas Braun, Lenexa; Floyd
Neitzel, Wichita; James Gienger,
Castle Rock, Colo.; Michael Slat-
tery, Hays; Matt Wilson, Bird
City; David Fry, St. Francis; Ned
Felzien, Wichita; David Warren,
St Francis; Jackie Raile, St. Fran-
cis; Farm Bureau, St. Francis; Jim
Dunn, St. Francis; Tri-State Irriga-
tion, St. Francis..

more than just a little embarrass-
ing to hear of how, when visiting
the site where Anne Frank’s fam-
ily hid from the Nazis, Justin left a
note. If Miss Frank were alive to-
day she would certainly be one of
his fans, basically put. Don’t sup-
pose it dawned on him that when
she was trying to survive there
were more important things than
pop music.

Even better, with international
tensions strained between the

event. Because space is so limited.
we cannot run team or group pho-
tos, any pictures of people lined
up or of people passing checks,
certificates and the like. (We will
always try to make room for a
story about any of these events,
however.)

We do run wedding and engage-
ment pictures and “mug” shots
with stories and obituaries, when
they are provided to us. Please
remember that we need a clear,
sharp picture. Dark or fuzzy prints

McCormick

mccormickcasey@rocketmail.com

West and North Korea, who pays a
good will visit but former NBA’er
Dennis Rodman? Really?

It’s no wonder people look at
some of us with disdain. It’s hard
enough to take serious our own fa-
mous people.

Could we find a way to keep
them here?

will not work.

We cannot return photos un-
less you submit a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with clear in-
structions for return. Other photos
submitted may be picked up at
our office within two weeks. After
that, they will be disposed of.

Laser prints of photos which
have run in The Herald or Times
are available, first come, first
served. Special-order laser prints
of photos will be available at $3
each.
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And, behold, I am with thee, and will
keep thee in all places whither thou

goest, and will bring thee again into this
P land; for I will not leave thee, until I havep:
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Visitor enjoys entertainment
during walk, run, rock cure

‘What an exciting and entertaining
Saturday I spent in St. Francis on
April 27 for the Reflex Sympathetic
Dystrophy (RSD) Benefit. Thank
you to Joe Caldart and all of the
dozens of people who planned and
worked so hard to make that event
become a reality. It was so impor-
tant and amazing to experience.

My mother, Bonnie Cram, and |
began with the Fun 2K Walk from
the St. Francis high school to the
fairgrounds at 9 in the morning. We
crossed paths with some of the 8. 9K
runners from the Shortest State
Highway Run from Wheeler. Ev-
eryone participating was having a
great time whether they were walk-
ing, running or volunteering.

Once we reached the fairgrounds
we observed a great deal of prepara-
tion and anticipation beginning for
the eventful day ahead. Food vend-
ers were setting up, craft booths,

products and information tables
were being arranged, and the out-
door stage was becoming a reality.

We were amazed at the large per-
forming stage designed and built
with volunteer help. Everyone was
working together and at 1 p.m. the
“Star Spangle Banner” was beauti-
fully sung and the entertainment
began.

Jason Padgett was right at home
as master of ceremonies and Randy
Smestad was on the spot for the
professional sound. All we had to
do was sit back, relax, and enjoy six
well-prepared groups of varied mu-
sical styles. We enjoyed them all, in
fact, we couldn’t believe we were
in St. Francis when the last group,
Blu Simon, appeared complete with
their own sound system, lighting,

Letter to the Editor —

and wireless instruments. All the
musicians had volunteered their tal-
ents for this worthy cause.

Several people who suffered from
Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy
spoke about the pain and challenges
they faced. They were very grateful
to Joe for his passion and determi-
nation to find a cure through sup-
port and donations for more needed
research.

Hats off to all of the volunteers,
workers, and musicians who made
the Benefit for Reflex Sympathetic
Dystrophy become a reality for all
of us to support and enjoy. It was
truly an amazing event in St. Fran-
cis!

Ione Slattery
Hays

Reader shares information

Letter to the Editor:

The anticipation of motherhood
can be a wonderful thing--planning
the nursery, “trying on” names,
thoughts of the baby growing with-
in. What if you’re young, single and
alone? The anticipation of mother-
hood can be overwhelming.

In this time of chaotic thought
and fluctuating hormones, don’t fall
to the temptation of making a “per-
manent solution” for a “temporary
situation”. That “solution” could
haunt you for the rest of your life.

First things first. Seek help. There
are 2500 Pregnancy Help Centers
and Pregnancy Help Medical clin-
ics in the United States. There are
over 50 crisis pregnancy centers in
Kansas. Each stands ready to pro-
vide loving support, so crucial in

those early stages of confusion. It
is often helpful to visit with a calm
and caring person “outside the situ-
ation” during that time when emo-
tions still run high at home.

While different centers provide
differing levels of support, most can
help with medical referrals, infor-
mation on the stage of development
of your baby, help with decisions
on adoption or personally raising
your child and provide some level
of material support. Some provide
temporary housing, in-depth coun-
seling and life skills training, and
material gifts of clothing, diapers
and formula. All provide a non-
judgmental listening ear and loving
support to help calm your fears and
give you the opportunity to make a
non-pressured decision of what is

best for you and your baby.

The following are some local re-
sources: Candi Douthit, RN, Saint
Francis, 785-332-0068. Emergency
Pregnancy Services, 350 S. Range.
Colby, 785-462-3022 (Monday.
Wednesday, Friday 2-4 p.m.). Mary
Elizabeth Maternity Home, PO Box
132, Hays, 785-625-6800, www.
maryelizabeth.net.

Another website to check out is
the Heartbeat International’s Op-
tion Line at www.optionline.org
(or call 1-800-712-HELP for 24/7
assistance)

May our heavenly father bless
you with peace on choosing life
for your child!

Joan Gienger, President
Cheyenne County Kansans
for Life
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Norman Morrow - Minister
Bible Class 9 a.m.
Morning Worship 10 a.m.

United Methodist
Church Office 332-2292,
Church 332-2254,

512 S. Scott
Pastor Warren Cico
Early Bird Service 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Seventh-Day
Adventist Church
423-650-5663 « 3rd & Adams
Pastor James McCurdy
Sabbath School 9:30
Morning Worship 10:45
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Catholic Church
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Fr. Carlos Ruiz Santos
1st Sunday of the month
Morning Mass 8:30 am
Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8:00 a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

332-3002
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Communion 3rd Sunday

Solid Rock
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Welcomes You!

Pastor Allen Coon

Worship 10:30
Prayer Meeting, Wed
7:30 p.m.

Salem Lutheran Church
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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2nd & Scott « 332-3921
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Sunday Evening
Service 6:30 p.m.,
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St. Francis
Community Church
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204 N. Quincy Street
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Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
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