Post office announces new
changes for 677 zip codes

By Kevin Bottrell
kbottrell@nwkansas.com

The U.S. Postal Service con-
firmed Tuesday that incoming and
outgoing mail processing for the
677 zip codes has moved to North
Platte, Neb.

Brian Sperry, regional spokesper-
son for the service in Denver, said
mail sent within the 677 area will
still be delivered overnight. The 677
area includes Sherman, Cheyenne,
Thomas, Decatur, Rawlins, Logan,
Wallace and Gove counties.

Mail sent from the 677 zip codes
will go to North Platte, be sorted
by automated machines, then put
on the truck to maintain that over-
night delivery. Mail heading to the
677 area will go to North Platte first
to be sorted. Sperry said the sorting
machines at the North Platte facility
can handle 35,000 pieces of mail in
an hour. Currently, mail periodical
bundles with the full five-digit zip
code will stay local.

“Bulk mailing will not change,”
he said. “But the time to submit may
be different.”

Outgoing processing had been

done in Colby until a previous
round of consolidation, when it
was moved to Salina. That facility
is being closed and processing there
moved to Wichita. Incoming mail
processing was still being done in
Colby until Tuesday.

Sperry said the change will result
in a loss of the equivalent of two
full-time positions in Colby, which
will be shifted to North Platte. Col-
by will still serve as a transportation
hub and a regular retail post office.

In an effort to stem the billions of
dollars in losses the Postal Service
has been experiencing, more than
100 processing facilities are sched-
uled for closure by July. The Postal
Service had been looking at clos-
ing North Platte. The facility would
have been been consolidated with
Cheyenne, Wyo., but that study was
halted last February when the deci-
sion was made to send mail from
Alliance, Neb., and Colby to North
Platte.

The processing changes will save
about $1.2 billion a year, Sperry
said, and the service has its eye on
several other changes that may re-

AgTalk with Jeanne —

Spring Oats for Forage Production

Over the last several years,
cattle producers across the state
have found spring oats to provide
excellent spring pasture and hay.
With reasonable inputs, spring
oats can provide a bridge for pro-
ducers short on available pasture
in April and May until perennial
pasture or summer annual forage
production becomes available. In
addition, it may help fill some of
the gaps producers have this year
with the dry conditions.

In northwest Kansas, the opti-
mal date is from the first week of
March through the end of March.
However, adequate pasture is
practical after the optimum plant-
ing date. To maximize pasture
production potential, it is neces-
sary to plant as early as possible.
A seeding rate of two bushels per
acre is recommended. Under good
soil moisture or irrigation, three
bushels per acre may be prefer-
able for grazing.

Oats may be successfully plant-
ed no-till, however, growth and
vigor are typically greater when
pre-plant tillage is used. No-till is
more successful in fields that have
been under no-till for a period of

years, and riskier in “opportunis-
tic” no-till situations. In either
case, a firm seedbed is necessary
for optimal production. Under ad-
equate soil moisture conditions, a
seeding depth of 1/2 to 1 inch is
preferable. Oats may be planted at
depths greater than one inch un-
der dry conditions; however, oat
seedlings are less vigorous than
wheat and can experience difficul-
ties emerging at deeper planting
depths, especially after crusting
rains.

Oat pasture should be treated
the same as winter wheat pasture
in terms of stocking rates and time
to initiate grazing. Since grain
production is not practical or rec-
ommended under grazing, pro-
ducers should treat oat pasture as
a graze-out program or remove it
when ready for the next crop. Oats
are easily controlled by a variety
of herbicides, such as glyphosate
and atrazine. The length of effec-
tive grazing is a function of stock-
ing rate and weather. Rotational
grazing may extend the window
for effective pasture production.

For hay, late boot to early head-
ing is the optimal timing to bal-

2nd Beginnings Thrift Store

Winter Sack Sale — All Clothes & Shoes
White Trash bag $5

Wed., Feb. 27, 9 a.m -9 p.m.
Fri., Mar. 1, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat.,, Mar. 2, 9 a.m. - noon

309 S. Bird Ave. ¢ Bird City

2013 NAPA Gold Filter Sale

March 4 - 5,2013

Republican Valley
Auto Supply

100 E. Washington
St. Francis, Ks. 67756
785-332-2138

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF TIM BAXTER
June 15, 1964 - February 24, 2006

WE WILL ALWAYS LOVE
AND MISS YOU EVERY DAY!

Judy, Cody and Jesse

540 E. 2nd Street, Brick, 5 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Single Family,
Attached Garage, Lease or Cash Option, $1500 DN, $381/mo
803-978-1539

quire acts of Congress. The service
announced earlier in February that
it plans to stop delivering and col-
lecting letters, including first-class
mail, on Saturdays beginning Aug.
5. Packages will continue to be de-
livered, however. Post offices that
are currently open Saturdays will
remain open, and mail to post office
boxes will be delivered.

This change is expected to save
the service $2 billion a year.

The service has been asking for
several years to get rid of Saturday
delivery, and since 2006 is has been
required by law to prepay retiree
health benefits, which cost about
$5.5 billion a year.

“We are asking Congress to re-
solve that,” Sperry said. “We will
still pay retiree benefits, but we’re
asking Congress to make it more
manageable.”

Though the service is going
ahead with cutting Saturday deliv-
ery, Congress has yet to act on ei-
ther issue. A postal reform bill died
in the last Congress and no action
has been taken yet this year to get
the effort going again.

Jeanne
Falk A
Agronomy Specialist

ance quantity with quality consid-
erations. Harvested at the dough
stage, hay should have an approx-
imate total dietary nutrient of 56
percent with 10 percent protein,
both on a dry basis. A nitrate test is
recommended. Prussic acid levels
should not be a concern.

Silage is another option for
spring oats. Oats should be har-
vested for silage from late milk
through early dough stages. Ex-
pect silage with a total dietary
nutrient of approximately 60 per-
cent and 9 percent protein on a dry
weight basis.

Finally, oats in Kansas may be
planted for grain with expected
yields of 50 or more bushels per
acre most years. However, typical
growing conditions during grain
fill normally result in low test
weights, making the grain unsuit-
able for food use. Grain from oats
is acceptable as livestock feed;
however, a market should be iden-
tified prior to planting since few
markets exist locally.
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Hometown Hero

John Finley has been select-
ed as the Hometown Hero for
February.

Mr. Finley is known for the
many things he does in the com-
munity but where most people
see him is trucking down the
road in his white golf cart, flag
flying on the back, and, in his
hand, he is carrying an enve-
lope. Yep, John is the guy who
remembers birthdays and an-
niversaries with a card he has
made, personalizing it for the
person he is delivering it to.

John has been making cards
and delivering them for several
years. Last year, he delivered
720 cards.

Mr. Finley, age 85, had some
health issues. Dr. Miller, he
said, told me I needed to quit
driving. I told myself, if I had
an accident and killed myself
that would be bad but, if I had
an accident and killed someone
else, that would be tragic!

“I sold my car and bought a
golf cart,” he said.

He was looking for something to do. His computer had the program, “Bluemountain.com” and
he found lots of cards. With his Lions birthday calendar and the Christian Church bulletin which
announced birthdays and anniversaries each week, he began making cards for people on those
lists. The phone book had most of the street addresses.

“I don’t know what it costs but I think people appreciate the cards and I like giving them,” John
said. “If we don’t work and hang together, we won’t have a community.”

With around 50 cards to make each month, he is organized and generally has cards made two to
three weeks in advance. February hasn’t ended and John said he already has the cards for March
made and waiting to be delivered.

John has been an active member of the community for years. In 1947, he helped build the first
roping arena at the county fairgrounds. Since that time, he has helped with the fair and served as
a fair board member. When the grandstand was being built, he was underneath, helping with the

erection.

As a fair board member, when the fair building is rented for events, he reads the gas and electric
meters and checks to building to see that it is ready to be rented. The day after the event in the
building is held, he again reads the meters and checks out the building.

When volunteers were needed at the emergency building on U.S. 36, John was there doing
whatever he was told. If residents at the Village have a problem, John takes their concerns to the
administrator. He is a member of the Lions Club, an elder at the First Christian Church, is a vol-
unteer for Hospice and works with the Relay for Life.

Helping others makes me feel better, he said. So, the next time you see John headed down the
street, it is very possible that he is on his way to make someone’s day by giving them a birthday

or anniversary card.

John’s birthday is Aug. 8. People are urged to send him a card at 200 N. Ash, Apt. 11, St. Fran-
cis, KS 67756 and help make his day!
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John Finley is ready to deliver a birthdy card.

“Achieving goals
by Building Relationships”

WESTERN ~°

785-332-3100
www.wsbks.com

P.O. Box 1102
400 E. Washington ~ St. Francis

FQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

10 a.m.

July 25-27

Tri-State Engine & Thresher Show
ANNUAL MEETING

Saturday, March 2

Bird City Senior Center

This Year’s Show Dates:

e enec® &

.« = Thank You

%? ~Thank you to everyone who helped us celebrate our 50th
@# wedding anniversary by coming to the party and sending
?\ cards and flowers. Also thanks to our children, Alan and
Janet, Laurie and Paul, who organized the event along
with the help of our nieces, Becky, Karla and Vera. A
. special thanks to Jim and Pam, and Thelma for their help
|- and to everyone else who helped. We live in a wonderful

community! Stan and Neva Wahrman

Cubs Den Daycare

The Idalia Cubs Den Daycare facility has open
lead teacher positions. For questions or to
request an application please give Karen a call
at the number below or email us!
970-354-7587
THECUBSDEN®@PLAINSTEL.COM

MULTI-TRACT AUCTION

320% Ac. Yuma Co. Cropland & Grass

WED., MARCH 20 ¢ 10 AM MT

Grainery Bar & Grill - Hwy. 36, Idalia, Colo.
Brueggeman Land, LLC, Seller

Tract #1: 160 Acres: 3S-43, Sec. 35: SE/4,
Yuma Co., 150.32+ Ac. Dryland

Tract #2: 80 Acres: 3S-43, Sec. 35: S/2NE/4,

J.LOU’S Salon

Jill Bracelin, Owner and Stylist
210 West Emerson, St. Francis
765-332-2410

Easter is right around the corner,

fill your Easter baskets at J.Lous
o Faster Decorations @ Furses
® Scarves ® Jewelry o Silk arrangements
e Children’s gifts too

Call J. Lou’s to schedule your beauty needs

and as always gift certificates are available.
***NOW ACCEPTING DEBIT and CREDIT CARDS***

Yuma Co., 76.04% Ac. Dryland, 3.96+ Ac. Grass

Tract #3: 80 Acres: 3S-43, Sec. 35: N/2NE/4,
Yuma Co., 80+ Ac. Grassland

Land is along Hwy 36, 5.5 mi. east of Intersection of
Hwys 385 & 36 or 4.5 mi. west of Kansas line.
Grainery Bar & Grill will be open for lunch after auction.
Check our website or call for sale bill!

Serving Colorado, Kansas & Nebraska
= Reese W. Shay, Broker o 970-630-5006

RHALTY, Inc. www.shayrealty.com

s

St. Francis Mercantile

Equity Exchange

o

Drought got you in a BIND?

Looking for an alternative CASH CROP?

Forage Oats

Premium Forage Oats & Pea Mix
= Increased Tonnage = Increased Protein =

Contact us for ALL of your Seed Needs!

St. Francis, KS Haigler, NE
785) 332-2113 (308) 297-3223
www.stfrancisequity.com

Owned by the farmers and ranchers of this community since 1913!




