CHECKING OUT the new fire equipment are firemen, George Harper and Dan Blair.

Herald staff photo by Tim Burr

Firemen get needed equipment

By Karen Krien
karen k@nwkansas.com

The St. Francis volunteer fire-
men are just that — volunteers.

Last summer, rain seemed to
avoid the county and it was dry.
Consequently, there were nu-
merous pasture and wheat field
fires and the firemen spent hours
away from their jobs, homes,
and sometimes, their beds, fight-
ing fires. The year has not ended
and the firemen already had over
60 runs.

Their equipment and firefight-
ing clothing suffered. This fall,
George Harper, fire chief, placed
a request, asking for $23,350 to
replace some of the equipment.
The city of St. Francis gave
$7,783, the county gave $7,783
and the fire department, with do-
nations and money in their bud-
get, was able to come up with the
rest of the money.

Chief Harper said that some of
the equipment was 12 to 13 years
old and was worn out. There
were some instances where the
equipment had belonged to for-
mer firemen and really didn’t fit
well.

The equipment was ordered
and in September, boxes of
equipment arrived.

Now, Mr. Harper said, each of
the firemen have new helmets
and two pairs of gloves (one pair
for extractions and one for grass
fires), and new boots. They also
each have new emergency lights
for their vehicles.
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Two sets of bunker gear con-
sisting of a coat and pants were
purchased with each costing
$1,500. Chief Harper said he is
working on a plan to gradually
purchase equipment.

Also in the near future, the
department will have a tanker
truck to carry additional water to
fires. The chief was able to get a
truck from the Kansas Division
of Wildlife and Parks and the
county purchased the tank to put
on it. The truck is tan and will
need to be painted. The county
crew has been attaching the tank
to the truck.

In the past, farmers and busi-
nesses have helped fight fires
by letting the firemen use their
trucks with tankers to haul wa-
ter. The Equity Co-op has let the
department use their facility to
fill the tanks.

We are so fortunate to live and
work in this county, Mr. Harper
said. When we ask for help, we
get it. Last summer when it was
so hot and firemen were needing
water, sports drinks and snacks,
within an hour of asking, there
were cases and boxes of the
needed supplies.

Giving back

During the Christmas season,
firemen take the opportunity to
give back to the community by
giving to the Angel Tree project.
Before the Thanksgiving holi-
day, the firemen smoked hams
and sold them. They were able
to give Janet Jensen, one of the
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Help Wanted

Send applications to:

PO Box 40
Idalia, CO 80735
(970) 354-7298

IDALIA SCHOOL DISTRICT RJ-3
Vacancy Announcement
Special Education Teacher
for the 2013-2014 school year.
To request an application please call (970) 354-7298 or
visit our website at www.idaliaco.us

Idalia School District RJ-3

Angel Tree coordinators, a check
for $700 to help with expenses
and purchase gift certificates at
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Firemen donate money for
Angel Tree Christmas gifts

Pink and blue angels are hung
on trees in Bankwest, First Na-
tional Bank, Owens True Value
and The Herald office. The an-
gels are going fast but there are
still many waiting for someone to
take them off the tree so a child
may have a better Christmas.

There are around 50 angels
this year. On the back of each
angel is written the age and a
suggested size of the child for
those who might want to pur-
chase clothing.

Once a person selects a tag
and the gift is bought, both the
gift and tag should be returned
to the place where the tree is lo-
cated by Monday, Dec. 17.

Janet Jensen, St. Francis,
along with Jennifer Milne, are in
charge of coordinating the Angel
Trees this year.

“Alot of children benefit great-
ly from the Angel Tree project,”
Mrs. Jensen said.

Last year, their were around
50 children who received gifts.
These gifts averaged around $25
each but no more than $30.

If someone knows of a fam-

the Thrift Store. Each child will
receive a certificate.

ily who is having a difficult time
making ends meet and could use

FIREMEN GIVE BACK — Flreman Scott Houtman checks
out an Angel Tree gift. He presented a $700 check from the
fire department to Janet Jensen, one of the coordinators of the
Angel Tree project, to be used for certificates.

a little help from Santa, please Or Mrs. Milne at 332-5023.

contact Mrs. Jensen at 332-2145 Each year, the Angel Tree re-
ceives generous support, said
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GEORGE HARPER gets the smoker fired up and ready to
smoke the hams. The firemen smoked several hams a couple
weeks ago. Herald staff photo by Tim Burr

Adam’s Welding & Fabrication

Mobile & In Shop
Welding
785-332-4039

At
ROGER NEITZEL
HEATING & COOLING

615 Parkway Drive
Friday - December 14t
5:530-5 p.m.
PLEASE COME JOIN US

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE
SERVED

Designs By Dawn Salon & Day Spa
Now open in our new location:
120 W. 2nd Street, Bird City

(Directly across from our former location)

Come Join Dawn & Montana
on Monday, Dec. 10 for our

Open House * Noon - 7 p.m.

Great time to get those special Christmas Gifts
Open House Specials - Refreshments
Christmas Gift Packages -Gift Certificates

Hours: Tue., Wed., Thurs. 10 am. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 10 am. - 5 p.m.
785-734-2222
Along with our hair services, manicures & nails,
our new services include customized facials
and upgraded pedicures.

Mrs. Jensen, which helps give
kids a merrier Christmas.

The St. Francis Firemen donat-
ed $700 to the Angel Tree proj-
ect. The majority of the money
was raised by selling smoked
hams. Mrs. Jensen said this mon-
ey will be used to purchase gift
certificates at the United Meth-
odist Thrift Store and each child
will receive a certificate.

If more information is needed
for sizes, or gift ideas, call either
Mrs. Jensen or Mrs. Milne.

“We are expecting letters from
Santa which will help with ideas
for the children,” she said.

Parents should plan to pick
up their child’s or children’s
presents at the east door of First
National Bank the evening of
Thursday, Dec. 20.

- Chr'ls'rmas Br'unch /

sponsored by Methodist Youth Group
Methodist Church

Sunday, Dec. 9

Following Church Services
Free-will offering

530 E.Business US Hwy. 36 St. Francis, KS 67756
800-524-9678 785-332-2188 yostford.com

Sales Manager — Brent Rueb
Saleman — Jason Knox

Like us on Facebook
Yost Ford
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SUPER DUTY

Use this Private Cash offer
on the purchase of a new
F-150 or Super Duty. Better
Yet, you can use it over and
above any current public of-
fer. To take advantage of these
savings, just take this offer into
your local Ford Dealership.

Stop
to get into a New F Series Truck

in and see how easy it is

s Now’s the time to trade
£ before year end.
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