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Some of the poems
printed from book

Some of the pages of Memories
and Musings, the book compiled of
stories written by Good Samaritan
Village residents, follow. As Lucille
Rossbach, coordinator of the writ-
ing workshop, said, the “poetry”
in the book is not the style of Walt
Whitman and Mary Oliver but are
music of ordinary language, every-
day images and snapshots of life.

In addition, the poetic form serves
well for spontaneous recalls because
not all memories emerge chrono-
logically: most surface piece-meal,
she said, often coming forth in dis-
jointed bits and pieces.

And, without even realizing it,
these men and women filled their
original compositions with personi-
fications, comparisons, alliterations,
universalities, beautifully turned
phrases, and mini-plots that any po-
etry lover would appreciate.

Bob Morrell, who never read
Whitman, used cataloging in his list

of images:

I remember

Grandma’s old rose bushes

across the front yard,

The old cottonwoods and willows

along the creek,

The neighbor’s old windmill

that made a weird sound at night,

Mom’s big vegetable garden

Bringing in the cows at night.

Each of the following, Mrs. Ross-
bach said, delivers a universal twist
at the end of the poem, a technique
used by poets for centuries:

Since my mother had delivered

a stillborn baby boy,

I was entirely anticipated.

I was born on a very special day:

on Valentine’s Day

I’'m a real sweetheart.

—Linda Hilt

There were three of us

going to play hooky.

We were sitting in a bus

waiting to play hooky
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DOROTHY SCHIELD, Village resident, is the keeper of the

notebook and also is one of the writers.

when my Dad drove by.

That changed my mind fast.
—Owen Morrow

The most quiet time

is after the storm.

Ramblers met at the home of
Nancy McCumber on Jan. 11 with
15 members and three guests in at-
tendance.

The minutes of the November
meeting were read and approved.
The December meeting was a great
soup supper held at the home of
Patsy Rethke viewing the Christ-
mas scenes and lights that Patsy and
Kip create for all to enjoy!

Ilene O’Leary, treasurer, reported
that they had a balance of $409 but
that the Christmas donation to the
Salvation Army and the local food
pantry had not been made. She
would write those checks.

Sherry Schultz then introduced
the three Rough Writer’s club mem-
bers. Janet Carmen gave a history
of the organization. Louanne Isern-
hagen and Lucille Rossbach had

Club Clip

invited several ladies who wanted
to share their writing skills. There
were eight women who gathered to-
gether once a month at the home of
Bonnie Cram. They wanted to en-
courage people to write. In a brain-
storming session, it was desired that
they involve the community and the
residents of the Village.

Susan Griffin had taught several
writing workshops and it was decid-
ed to go to the Village once a month
and have the residents tell their sto-
ries with the Rough Writer’s writ-
ing it for them. They will be sold
in conjunction with the Cheyenne
County Historical Society. Several
Rough Writers had participated in
this venture. The Methodist Thrift
Store had donated seed money for
this project. Lucille Rossbach has
done the lion’s share of the work

and the proof of the book was in her
hand for a final review.

The Rough Writers are hoping
to continue on with this project and
possibly put together another book.

There is a Kansas Authors club
which people can join as well.

Marie Holzwarth then read her
writing “Thrift Shop,” which told
that approximately $249,000 has
been given to various local charities
as well as missions.

Mrs. Carmen told that the title of
the book from the Village residents
is, “Memories and Musings.” They
are hoping that many people will
enjoy the book and she read a few
short stories that had been written.
Lots of memory lane thoughts.

The meeting was then adjourned
with Donna Zimbelman and Nancy
McCumber serving a dessert.

New Oncology
Clinic Brings
Specilalized
Cancer Services

Monthly

care services:

. Medical oncology

. Radiation oncology
. Hematology

. Breast Care Center

early detection

. Clinical research

Medical Oncology.

¥. January Fields
Medical Oncologist/Hematologist

Dr. January Fields, oncologist and
hematologist will see and evaluate new
patients, manage patients currently
receiving treatment and provide follow-
up services at a new clinic in Colby.

Oncology - Dr. January Fields

Citizens Medical Center
Specialty Clinic
100 E. College Drive - Colby

The cancer program at HaysMed
is accredited by the American College
of Surgeons Commission on Cancer.
Its fellowship-trained cancer specialists
provide these state-of-the-art cancer

. Cancer prevention, screening and

. Diagnosis, consultation, treatment
. Patient support and education

. Cancer survivorship services

To schedule an appointment or for
more information, consult your primary
care physician. Or call 785-623-5774 or
Toll Free 1-800-248-0073 and ask for

To You

Dr. Babu Prasad
Radiation Oncologist

Dr. Anne O’Dea
Medical Oncologist/Hematologist

Dr. Sameh G. Abuerreish
Medical Oncologist/Hematologist

HAYSIMED

-

Dreiling/Schmidt

CANCER INSTITUTE

2220 Canterbury Drive — Hays
7856235774
www.haysmed.com/cancer
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And sometimes, most quiet
after a storm in which
people were angry.
—Janetta Evins
T used to be in a country of peace.
But then my weapon and I were
crossing the Rhine River
under artifical moonlight.
—Bill Hilt
Most impressive in the following
poem, Mrs. Rossbach said, is how
Mr. Morrell uses sensory images
and similes to describe an event
during a dust storm of the Depres-
sion years:
I'rode an old plow horse
to school, bare back.
And its hair used to stand up
from the static in the air.
It was like riding
a pin cushion

The old mule’s ears

would spark like a spark plug.

And barbed wire on the fence

would make sparks

when the wind would blow.
—Bob Morrell

MEMORIES

Continued from Page 1

specific details or prompt with
questions such as ‘What else do
you remember about that?”” Mrs.
Rossbach said. “Often we read
what we have recorded and ask,
‘Did I write that down correctly?’
or ‘What do you want to say next?’
Even when they veer off the topic,
we still record their words.

After about 40 minutes, Mrs.
Rossbach would gather all the
rough drafts and read them aloud,
often to responses of approval,
smiles of admiration, and even
applause of delight. Later, she
types the drafts into poetry-like
formats, retaining original words
and unique speech patterns, only
correcting distracting errors and
adding the date of the composi-
tion. She then slips them into a
ring binder entitled Poetry Book,
Available for residents, family
members and visitors to read at
leisure.

As aretired English teacher who
leads poetry-writing workshops
for schools and church camps,
Mrs. Rossbach became interested
in offering the workshops at the
Village after reading I Never Told
Anybody: Teaching Poetry Writing
to Old People by Kenneth Koch.

As a result, the residents have
now composed nearly 500 poems
on various topics. Almost all made
their way into a book produced by
the Rough Writers entitled Memo-
ries and Musings. The printing
was funded through a local grant
and the sales used will be used as
a fundraiser for the county histori-
cal society.

When called upon to record ex-
periences, the “poets within” sur-
face as the residents dug deeply
into their memories, stretched
their imaginations, applied cre-
ative thinking and pulled words
from the heart, Mrs. Rossbach
said. None have ever written pro-
fessionally, but now all have ex-

perienced the joy of having their
words made public.

Obviously, she said, their
minds, memories and social con-
nections were stimulated through
the monthly writing activities.
During a December writing ses-
sion, 90-year-old Irene Schiesler
dictated:

I remember my Lord.

I can still recite my verses in
German.

I was always the first to recite.

I was nine or 10 when I started.

I can still recite it.

Then, everyone sat in amaze-
ment as she proceeded to recite
in German, without faltering even
once, the many stanzas of her
“verses,” which she had recited for
Christmas programs as a child.

“After afew moments of stunned
silence, we broke into spontaneous
applause,” Mrs. Rossbach said.

The immediate effects of these
writing workshops are apparent,
she said, but more lasting effects
also take hold. These writers came
to realize the importance of their
work: recorded their knowledge
and stories for future generations.

“Often our society’s elderly
feel as though they have little to
offer, that their life is over,” she
said, “but these individuals clearly
grasp that their lives matter. They
believe that younger generations
really do want to hear their stories,
their advice and their wisdom.”

We all hunger to know our heri-
tage, Mrs. Rossbach said, but we
also strive to inspire the future.
When we reach our final years, we
want assurance that our lives had
meaning, that we have not lived in
vain.

“The beautiful stories recorded
in Memories & Musing do that,”
she said, “They tell us who we
are and where we come from, and
they will continue to inspire and
entertain us for generations.”

Valentine Dinner

Monday, Feb. 13 ¢ 6:30 p.m.
at Riverside Recreation
Tickets: $30/couple — $15/single

Serving 3 full-meal dinner options:
v Steak, Chicken or Shrimp v

Tickets are going fast!
Sponsored by the St. Francis

For tickets call Ron Maifield,
719-342-5242 or 785-332-3133
or Kary Zweygardt, 785-332-0308. «
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2010 BALANCE EXPENDITURES  RECEIPTS 2011 BALANCE
CASH $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100.00
PETTY CASH $1,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,000.00
FIRST NATIONAL BANK $6,627.43 $0.00 $7.52 $6,634.95
FIRST NATIONAL BANK COLLECTIONS $838.45 $0.00 $131.68 $970.13
FIRST NATIONAL BANK BANDSHELL $58,476.03 $0.00 $69.55 $58,547.58
FIRST, NATIONAL BANK BANDSHELL PRESERVATION $7.612.47 $0.00 $9.05 $7.621.52
FIRST NATIONAL BANK SWIMMING POOL FUND $1,186.10 $25,000.00 $25,002.39 $1,188.49
FIRST NATIONAL BANK $4,013.26 $0.00 $3.78 $4,017.04
BANKWEST $197,633.74  $3,408,810.96  $3,541,180.27 $239,083.05
BANKWEST HOLDING ACCOUNT $50,000.00 $350,000.00 $450,000.00 $150,000.00
BANKWEST $2.000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,000.00
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT $517.000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $517.,000.00
TOTAL $846,489.48 $080,062.76
GENERAL $117,256.85 $858,777.28 $807,170.95 $65,650.52
LIERARY $0.00 $31,091.63 $31,001.63 $0.00
TRANSIENT GUEST TAX $7.627.09 $1,888.42 $4,775.88 $10,514.55
SPECIAL HIGHWAY $8,780.05 £2,136.24 $33,809.16 $40,452.97
SPECIAL PARKS $2,092.54 $704.11 $274.28 $1,662.71
BANDSHELL $58,478.03 $0.00 $69.55 $58,547.58
BANDSHELL PRESERVATION $7.612.47 $0.00 $9.05 $7,621.52
UTILITIES $172,083.31  §1,536,361.09  §1,613,682.49 $249,404.71
REFUSE $14,429.51 $153,821.34 $165,519.20 $26,127.37
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT $189,600.36 $100,134.13 $100,262.13 $189,818.36
EQUIPMENT RESERVE $200,159.99 $148,652.42 $198,155.25 $249,662.82
SEWER $3.129.47 $135,576.13 $147.181.20 $14,734.54
WATER USE FEE $492.38 $3,812.24 $3,794.05 $474.19
SALES TAX $3,832.04 $50,013.28 $50,002.02 $3,911.68
TENANT DEPOSIT $50,277.07 $7,700.00 $10,600.00 $62,177.07
THEATER $79.18 $18,142.65 $18,221.83 $0.00
NOW ACCOUNTS $440.50 $473.76 $253.80 $220.54
NEW SWIMMING POOL FUND $1,186.10 $25,000.00 $25,002.39 $1,188.49
DIGITAL SIGN FUND $0.00 $0.00 $6,803.14 $6,893.14
TOTALS $846,48048  $3074,28472  $3,216,858.00 $989,062.76

I, JENNIFER HOFFMAN, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE STATEMENT IS CORRECT.
SIGNED, l ﬂf}’f‘-ﬁ/ cIry TREA%%\ER CITY OF ST. FRANCIS, STATE OF KANSAS, CHEYENNE
COUNTY. ‘BE IT HERE REME IfERED THAT ON THE 407 DAY OF Janiag ﬂé , 201LBEFORE ME, A NOTARY
PUBLIC IN AND FOR THE AB VE MENTIONED STATE AND COUNTY, CAME JENNIFER HOFFMAN, TREASURER OF THE CITY
Y KNOWN TO BE THE SAME PERSON WHO EXECUTED THE ABOVE INSTRUMENT

EREFORE IN ACKNOWEDGEMENT OF THE SAME, | HEREBY SET MY SEAL.

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 4; 45 33 [
WM&%IEBN- State of Kansas
& W ok . 3Ll




