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Meter reading the main topic

at the city council meeting

Meter reading was discussed
when the Bird City City Council
met on Jan. 9

Frank Serrano, councilman,
asked DeAnza Ambrosier, city
clerk, to report on her cross-train-
ing (city clerk and meter reader).
Ms. Ambrosier reported that she
enjoyed reading the water meters.
She said she used the handheld
and the touch-probe and has es-
tablished that one cord does work
fine.

Mr. Serrano suggested that she
permanently take over the meter
reading responsibilities so that she
can read the meters, upload the
readings, and create the water bills
as part of her duties. Ms. Ambro-
sier said she would if the council
thought it would be a good idea.

Kevin Berens, city attorney,
warned the council that it is not
a good idea for one employee to
have complete control of a specif-
ic area that includes city funds. He
said in any financial area, a check
and balance system should be in-
corporated.

Hal Sager, councilman, asked
Ms. Ambrosier why she has been
requiring the maintenance em-
ployees to read meters on a cer-
tain day each month. She said she
doesn’t require a specific day each
month, but she explained that me-
ters should be read as close to the
same day each month as possible
in order to obtain the most accu-
rate readings. They are usually
read around the 27th day of each
month so Ms. Ambrosier request-
ed that they read the meters within
the last seven days of the month.

Wade Carmichael, councilman,
said he thought giving Brad Sch-
neider, city superintendent, and
Russell Jackson, employee, a
few days lee-way shouldn’t hurt
anything. Ms. Ambrosier said
she does offer lee-way...they all
agree on a reading date during the
Monday morning meetings with
the mayor.

She said she didn’t even realize
there was an issue until now.

Mr. Schneider said that they
shouldn’t have to go out in a
snowstorm to read meters and
he should be able to pick the day
to read the meters in case they
have something else they’re do-
ing. Ms. Ambrosier said she’s
never insisted they read meters in
a snowstorm. She said she gen-
erally suggests a day and if it’s
supposed to be cold, raining or
snowing, Mr. Schneider will sug-
gest a different day.

Ms. Ambrosier reiterated that
Brad or Russell had never given
her the impression they had an is-
sue with reading the meters.

Aviation grant

Rod Young, Bressler-Young
Aviation, updated the council on
the status of the Airfield Main-
tenance Equipment Grant spon-
sored by the city. He said George
Laliberte flew into Bird City to
inspect the equipment purchased
and to meet Mr. Young and Ms.
Ambrosier. Mr. Laliberte reported
that everything looked good and
the grant funds will be released.

Mr. Young said he appreciated
the city working with him and he
will be happy to reimburse the
city for any costs associated with
sponsoring the grant for the air-
port.

Water meter at Thresher
showgrounds

Rod Klepper, Thresher Associa-
tion treasurer, said he and the city
clerk have been going over previ-
ous water bills and reported usage.
He said he is hoping the council
will be able to work something
out with the association for over-
paying for water because of a resi-
dential water meter being on the
same line as the show ground’s
meter. He said he wasn’t con-
cerned about receiving money but
perhaps a credit. He invited the
council to attend the next Thresh-
er Association Board meeting on
Jan. 29. Councilman Sager said he
was willing to attend the meeting.

Goals

Councilman Dennis Wright re-
ported he had asked the employees
to write down goals they would
like to accomplish during 2012. He
thought since it is a new year, it’d
be a good idea to look forward.

He shared some of the goals
submitted by Mr. Schneider which
include painting the swimming
pool, concrete apron, culvert, and
asphalt repair, remodel the office in
the City shop.

Mr. Carmichael reminded them
that the city used to hold goal-set-
ting meetings. Mr. Sager suggest-
ed, and other members agreed, to
meet for a goal-setting workshop
at 7 p.m, Thursday, Jan. 26, at city
hall.

Mr. Wright said the council
should start thinking about what
the city will need as far as summer
help this year. Mr. Schneider said
he could really use the extra help.

Mr. Sager said the park is a big
job and there is a lot of painting to
be done that a summer employee
could do. Councilmen Shannon
Ambrosier and Mr. Wright sug-
gested hiring someone specifi-
cally to take over mowing duties
which would free up Brad and
Russell for the other projects.

Mr. Schneider expressed con-
cern that a summer helper may
tear up the city’s equipment if al-
lowed to use it. He said he could
find a lot of other work for a sum-
mer employee.

Mr. Wright responded that be-
cause Mr. Schneider is the city’s
maintenance supervisor and gets
paid a lot more than a summer
helper would be paid, the tempo-
rary employee should be the one
doing the mowing while Mr. Sch-
neider focuses on the projects that
require more skill and knowledge.
There was no further discussion.

Electricity cost at wells

Mr. Ambrosier asked why the
cost of electricity for Well 6 was
so much higher than previous
years. The clerk submitted a year-
end energy report for Wells 6 and
7 which showed Well 6 costing
approxiomately $6,000 more in
2011 than in 2009 and 2010.

Mr. Schneider said he had shut
down Well 7 about a month and a
half ago, but he thinks it could be
a problem with the electricity me-
ter and will contact Gene Dodd,
Midwest Energy, to test the meter.

Mr. Serrano read a letter from
Midwest Energy informing the
council that, due to such an in-
crease in energy demand, the bill-
ing rate for Well 6 will be changed
from “General Service Small” to
“General Service Medium”.
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for Rocky & Hannah (Sowers) Gomez
Saturday, Feb. 4

at Living Water Fellowship
Church, 306 N. Bird Ave.
in Bird City, Ks. 67731
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In other business

In other business:

* Councilman Ambrosier asked
Mr. Schneider about the warrant
for items purchased at Owens
Implement and Supply in Benkel-
man. Mr. Schneider said he had to
travel to Benkelman because the
items were not available locally.

* Mr. Schneider said he and Mr.
Jackson will be remodeling the
office in the city’s maintenance
shop. They will be putting up
sheetrock, redoing some textur-
ing, baseboards and painting the
walls and floor.

e Mr. Carmichael asked the
clerk if she had a copy of the con-
tract between the city and Ardis
Boersma. The clerk said she will
make sure he receives a copy.

 The matter of holding council
meetings twice a month was once
again discussed but it was decided
that if an issue comes up before
the regularly scheduled meeting, a
special meeting would be called.

* City attorney Kevin Berens
said he called a party to inquire
about demolition material recy-
cling but they haven’t returned his
call. The issue was tabled for the
February meeting.

* The council approved to pay
$39,000 for the completion of two
rehabilitation projects. Contrac-
tor, Randall Construction, will be
paid$36,635 for the two projects;
North Central Regional Planning
Commission, $2,100 for three
final inspections and three lead
clearance tests, and city of Bird
City, $318 for reimbursement of
costs associated with the grant.

Editor’s note: The above article
was taken from the unapproved
minutes of the Jan. 9 Bird City
City Council meeting.
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CHECKING OUT the digital books were Pat Hammond and Linda Keith from NWK Li-

brary Systems.

Times staff photo by Norma Martinez

Library gets new books, DVDs

The past week was a good time
to stay in out of the cold and the
wind, and snuggle up with a good
book or watch DVDs. Now is
also a good time to check out the
books, DVDs and CDs at the Bird
City Library, as Pat Hammond and
Linda Keith were there on the 18th
with their van from the Northwest
Kansas Library System. Both,
Ms. Hammond and Ms. Keith are

Former graduate
receives honor award

Bird City has a high rate of col-
lege graduates, and many who are
on the list of receiving high hon-
ors and awards.

One of the most recent honors
was awarded to Donald Atkinson
M.D., a surgical oncologist and
vice chair of surgery at the West
Penn Allegheny Health System,
Pittsburgh, Pa. He recently re-
ceived the Courage Award from
the National Pancreas Foundation
for his commitment to improved
management of patients with neo-
plastic diseases of the pancreas.
He also received the Dean’s Spe-
cial Award for Excellence in clini-
cal teaching from Drexel Univer-
sity. In addition to practicing sur-

gical oncology -
and surgery
department ad-
ministration,
he directs the
Temple Univer-
sity and Drexel
University stu-
dent programs
in surgery at
Allegheny Gen-
eral Hospital in Pittsburgh.

Dr. Atkinson grew up in Bird
City, graduated from Bird City
High School in 1964 and after that
the University of Kansas. He and
his family presently live in Se-
wickley, Pa.

Atkinson

2nd Beginnings Thrift Store
ALL coats and sweaters 50% off

Wed., Jan. 25,9 a.m- 9 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 27,9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 28, 9 a.m. - noon

309 S. Bird Ave. ¢ Bird City

Cash 4 Junkers

Will pay top dollar for your unwanted,
totaled or junked vehicles. Cars, vans,
pickups or trucks. Also interested in farm
machinery and other metals, batteries,
radiators, copper aluminum & brass.

Ccall 785-332-7046, Jett Fromholtz
St. Francis, Ks.

To list your business,
call 785-332-3162.

Tim Burr

Phone 719-761-6238
PO Box 1050
St. Francis, KS 67756

Che Saint Jrancis Hevald
Bird City Times

Advertising Manager

tburr@nwkansas.com

785-332-3162
785-332-3001 (fax)
sf.herald@nwkansas.com

Howards Tri State

Construction
>Drywall >Painting >Carpentry
>Roofing >Tile Work >Insulation
>(Garages >Additions >Basements
New or remodel- We do it all!
Free estimates!

Jason 1-970-630-9051
Travis 1-970-630-5122
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Pt Toll Free: 855-700-ROSE (7673)
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www.TheClassicRose.com
RoseMary@TheClassicRose.com

THE CLASSIC ROSE
FLORIST

116 W. Washington Street
Saint Francis, Kansas 67756
Phone: 785-332-2200

BC 3-04.indd 1

_| [

Specials
Sunday
Smothered Steak
Tuesday Special
upgrade any regular

sandwich to a deluxe
at no extra charge.

Big Game Sunday
Feb. 5. Fried Chicken
and Hot Wings. Dine in
or take out.
Pre-orders appreciated

Majestic Service
& Truck Stop

510 West Highway 36

St. Francis, Ks.
—]| 785.332.2905 [

in their 28th year of bringing the restocked with fresh collections of

van to Bird City every two months
and rotating from 600 — 700 books
each time.

During the rotation process, they
go through all the books on the
shelves and weed out all the books

children’s books, large print books,
adult books for all ages, CDs and
DVDs.

One of the newest items they
provide is their Digital Playaway
books for those who would rather

listen to the book rather than read.
Pat and Linda both work to-
gether as a team and serve all 23
libraries in the northwest region of
Kansas, as well Northwest Kansas
Vocational College in Goodland
and Colby Community College.

that are over five years old. These
books are then put in a give-away
held at the Colby library and the
librarians go through them and se-
lect the books they wish to keep for
their libraries. All the former books
are then pulled and the shelves are

Producers reminded
of program enrollment

issued for 2012. The entire Di-
rect and Counter-cyclical Pro-
gram payment will be issued
after Oct. 1. New contracts are
required annually and all signa-
tures must be obtained by the
June 1 deadline.

Contact the Cheyenne Coun-
ty Farm Service Agency office
and set up an appointment to
begin the enrollment process.

Dennis Mote, acting county
executive director for the Farm
Service Agency, reminds pro-
ducers that enrollment for the
2012 Direct and Counter-cy-
clical Program and the Average
Crop Revenue Election pro-
gram will begin on Jan, 23, and
continue through June 1.

The 2008 farm bill states that
no advanced payments will be

Now Up and Running!
If you need:

McCormick Excavation *Asphalt
& Paving in Colby, KS *Paving
*Patching

*Cold Mix

*Dirt Work

¢ Sand, Gravel
* Pipe installation

530 E.Business US Hwy. 36 St. Francis, KS 67756

800-524-9678 785-332-2188 yostford.com

1997 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer Loaded, #43765B $3,850
2004 Ford F250, S/C, 141K, #T2049B $12,500
2004 Chevy Tahoe, Leather, 4WD loaded, T8520A $11,850
2005 Ford F-250 Lariat, L. Box, 133K miles, #T9945A $17,500

2006 Ford 250, R/C, L. box, Local Trade, 100K, #T4374A $19,000
2006 Toyota Camry, 103K, T4408B $8,900
2007 Ford F150 Lariat Crew Cab, Leather, 91K, #TO005A $25,500

2007 Ford F-150 King Ranch, Crew Cab, 69K, #16497B  $27,400
2007 Ford Edge, 70K, #T6601A $17,900
2008 Mercedes C300 Sport, 56K, loaded, #4538VA $28,995
2008 Ford Fusion 3.0 V-6, 102K SEL pkg., #T8153A $12,500
2008 Ford F-250 Supercab, V-10, 73K, Gas, #T9521A $21,500
2008 Ford F-150 Lariat, Crew Cab, 59K, #T7342A $28,000
2008 Toyota Tundra, 2 WD, SRS, #T1028C $26,000

2008 Mercury Mariner Premier AWD, V-6, 98K, #27020A $16,495
2008 GMC Acadiq, SLT pkg., Loaded, Dual DVD,#T0869B $20,400

2009 Lincoln MKZ, Super low miles, 16K, #85233A $28,495
2009 Ford F150 XLT, low miles 13K, #T6529 $30,500
2009 Cadillac STS, loaded, #72882A $29,000
2010 Ford F250 XLT, Crew Cab, 6.8L gas, 45K, #7973A  $34,000
2010 Ford F-150 XLT, 11,500 miles, #T4951A $31,950
2010 Ford F-150 4x4, Blue, Crew Cab, 34K, #T1028A $33,500

2010 Ford F-150 XLT, Crew Cab, Blue/silver, 5K, #T0244A $32,900
2010 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer, #T3404A $29,000
2011 Ford Taurus SEL, #06614A Was $33,000 Now $29,300
2011 Ford Edge Limited, #T8768A Was $35,700 Now $31,300

View all of our inventory at

www.yostford.com
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