Students win American spirit essays

The 2010-2011 eighth grade
and freshmen class last spring
submitted essays tothe AMVETS
Nation Americanism summer
essay. St. Francis freshmen
winners were Scott Warren, first
place; Shelby Cassaw, second
runner up; and Randee Grover,
third runner up; eighth grade
winner was McKayla Taylor.
Their instructor is Lisa Gibson.

The organization is a patriotic
program which offers schools a
resource for teaching students
about their American heritage.

The theme was “Why is it
Important to Vote?” Each essay
was limited to 400 words or
less in the freshman class and
300 words or less for the eighth
grade class.

The essays were judged on
originality, adherence to theme
and literary composition.

Shawn received an all-
expense paid trip to the Freedom
Foundation at Valley Forge, Pa.,
for a long weekend in November
of youth oriented activities. The
highlights of the trip are dynamic
speakers and sightseeing. The
other winners will be receiving
cash prizes.

Shawn won’t be able to attend
due to family commitment so
Shelby will be attending the
conference.

Why is it important to vote?
By Scott Warren

Why do we vote? There are
very many reasons why we vote.
The most popular reason is to
vote for who our next president
will be. I think that it is very
important to vote when you turn
18 years old.

If we do not vote, there would
be elections and nobody would
be elected. If nobody is elected,
then there will be nobody to say
what is right and what is wrong.
It would be total chaos if there is
not somebody in charge.

Voting has been proven to
help shape your community. If
everyone in your community
comes together and votes, it will
help strengthen your community.
People can vote on subjects like
changes to the town or school.
They will get the chance to say
what they think should happen.

People can vote on what they
think is best for their town or
country. Voting gives them the
chance to decide on what they
think should happen. They
can decide who they want the
governor of their state or who
they want the mayor of their
town to be.

I think if you want to
make a difference in a higher
government, we need to vote in a
smaller, more local government.
If we do this, it will affect the
higher government. If you get
everyone together and vote, you
can make a stronger effect.

I think it is your right and
privilege as American citizens to
vote when you turn 18 years old.
Voting makes you a better citizen.
In most countries, people do not
even have the right or privilege
to vote. So when you turn 18,
you should go and register to
vote.

People who are put in prison
do not get the right to vote.
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It was their choice to commit
a federal crime and be put in
prison. I think people who get
sent to prison have given up their
American citizenship. They are
going against the laws that were
created by America to protect
citizens from danger.

This has been why I think it
is important to vote. I think we
should all vote once we turn 18.
I have talked about how voting
is a privilege and a right. Why
do you think it is important to
vote?

Why is it important to vote?
By Shelby Cassaw

As ateenager, [ will be bluntly
honest. I don’t watch the news
or pay attention to what’s going
on in the world. After doing this
essay, I should start because
when I become an adult I don’t
want to have a small view of the
world.I’mliving here,so I should
know what’s going on! Getting
involved in the world helps you
learn how to think more broadly,
look at things from different
points of view, and at different
sides of situations.

We all contribute to society; it
could be in a positive way or a
negative way. Voting is playing
a role in a positive change. If
you don’t vote, you don’t have
a right to complain about the
government in my opinion. If
people marched for and even
died for the right to vote, why
wouldn’t we take advantage of
this opportunity?

One vote can make adifference.
It isn’t that hard to go and vote.
It may take about thirty minutes
of your time, but it’s worth it.
Every time you vote, you are
helping this country.

Voting is a great privilege. It
gives you recognition to your
opinions and choices. The most
effective way to communicate
with the public and understand
choices people have to say on a
matter is by voting. It is your way
to let the government officials
know what your opinion on a
particular law or regulation is.
Without voting, you are simply
accepting the decision of letting
others govern your life.

When you vote, it allows you
to choose people you want to
govern and represent you. Never
underestimate any single vote.
Make it a point to choose your
favorite and most deserving
candidate.

It’s a right, privilege, and
responsibility. If you don’t
vote, you don’t have the right
to complain. You could have
prevented what you didn’t like
with that one single vote. Voting
is the only true power we have
over our country. It has not
always been an unquestionable
right for all, but is instead a hard-
earned privilege. Take advantage
of it. Will you?
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Grover Taylor

Why is it important to vote?
By Randee Grover

Why should I waste my
time? My opinion’s not going
to matter in the long run. Why
bother? These thoughts, and
many others, may be racing
through your mind, but when it
comes down to it, they couldn’t
be farther from the truth. When
it comes to voting, one person
could tip the tables.

Over the years, studies have
shown that many Americans
have been skipping out on
voting. By NOT voting, you’re
not only affecting yourself and
your future, rather the future
of many American citizens.
When you step into the private
booth and study the names on
the ballot, you have a gigantic
responsibility  hanging  over
your head. Your choices could
ultimately affect the future of the
United States of America.

Who you vote for could
eventually change or affect laws,
health policies, religion, financial
standing and freedoms. By voting,
you could subsequently influence
your future by voting for people
who reflect your own personal
views.

It’s also not only the presidential
election you have to think about.
You should also participate in
state and local elections; therefore,
having more opinion and
opportunities to express yourself
through voting.

If you take partin local elections,
you can have more say in decisions
and priorities that may directly
affect you, your family, and your
loved ones. If, however, you fail to
‘chip in’, you may not have much
say in what affects your future and
lifestyle.

Voting for politicians, policies,
and laws is a way to express your
opinion and to be heard. No one
will know what you feel if you
don’t take the time to vote. Voting
is a privilege; it’s not a right.

No one can say that they will
ALWAYS be able to go to a poll

booth and vote for what they
want. Sometime in the future, the
privilege of voting may be taken
away from us, so why abuse the
privileges you have now?

When you vote, you have a
guarantee that no one else can see
what you vote for. It’s entirely
between the ballot and you. The
only other people that will see it
are the people who tally up the
votes.It’s 100-percent anonymous,
so why not take advantage of what
you have while you have it?

Why is it important to vote?
By McKayla Taylor

Voting isn’t usually the first
thing you think of when it comes
to politics. When you think of
politics, you probably imagine
what choices there are for our near
future.

There are many important
values to voting. For instance,
voting is a sign of representation,
communication, and the exercising
of hard earned rights. Citizens of
America should be proud to have
the responsibilities and privileges
to vote for what they believe is the
right choice.

People from all over came to
this country for many different
rights, including the right to be
free. Voting does exactly that. The
ability to let the government know
your opinion is another great
reason to vote.

Of all 27 Amendments of the
Constitution, I think women
enjoyed the 29th the most. In
1918, women in countries all
over the world fought for their
right to vote. After months of hard
work and protesting, everything
really paid off. In 1920, the 19th
Amendment was passed. This was
a new beginning for women in the
United States.

If it wasn’t for all of the
American citizens of the United
States, and the choices they voted
for, we wouldn’t have some of the
greatest men in America running
our country. From the past to the
future, voting will always be an
important part of our life.

Voting shows we’re a part of a
large group of people sharing our
opinions on the choices we need
to make. When you’re standing
in that voting booth, you know
you're making a difference.
Doesn’t that make you want to be
a part of voting?
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NATIONAL BANK

www.fnb.com
MEMBER FDIC

Buying a home?
Refinancing?
GET WHAT YOU WANT

FIRST NATIONAL BANK HAS THE RATES
AND TERMS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS

Current Fixed Mortgage Interest Rates

With Kansas locations
to serveyou in
Bird City, Colby,
Goodfand, Oberlin,
Quinter & St. Francis,
and
Colorado locations in
Bennett and Kirk

“Neighbors Helpting
Nefghbors”™

15 year - 3.625% (3.667% APR*)

30 year - 4.250% (4.276% APR*)

*APR and payments are based on a loan of $:100,000.
Rates and fees are subject to change.

Loan To Values ahove 80% require mortgage insurance.

WE APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO
COMPARE OUR INTEREST RATES AND
CLOSING COSTS WITH YOU.
STOP BY ANY OF OUR BRANCHES TO
DISCUSS MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS.

Thursday, September 15, 2011
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on stage during music class.

SENIORS Tilyn Bell and Jacquelyn Ketzner have fun singing

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien
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St. Francis Equity

We are your Best Deal
on wheat starter fertilizer
liguid or dry.

Delivery available

stfrancisequity.com

e
Contact Bob Ochsner
785-332-2129

Owned by the farmers and ranchers of this community since 1913

The SFCHS Homecoming

Pom Pon Soup Supper
Friday, Sept. 16
S-7p.m.

Serving: Chili,
S Cheesy Potato
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Book Discussion

A Lady’s Life In the Rocky Mountains”
By Isabella L. Bird

Tuesday, Sept. 27, 7 p.m.

at the St. Francis Library
Books available at the Library

\_ Sponsored by Kansas Humanities Council. /
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THE QUEST

FOR AUTHENTIC

MANHOOD

with Robert Lewis

make the pursuit of authentic
manhood a lifelong priority.

Tuesday Evenings,
Beginning Sept. 20
7:30 p.m.
Community Church Building
204 N. Quincy, St. Francis

* Deepening the Marriage
For more information, please contact:
Ron Maifeld 785-332-3133 or
rmaifeld@eaglecom.net) or
Brad Matthies 785-772-7313 or
bmatthies6 @hotmail.com).

THE QUEST

FOR AUTHENTIC

MANHOOD

A captivating journey
comprised of 24 sessions,
this series helps men
understand their masculine
identity and shows them how to

TOPICS INCLUDE:
* Seasons of a Man’s Life
¢ Uncovering a Man’s Wounds

* Defining Manhood

Relationship
* Raising Sons and Daughters

¢ Developing a Manhood Plan
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Used 4 Hs. Sooner Mid

~ www.CountryTrailer.com

Irade now on a greal selection of new uils.
A 1 ———

- _Now $ 13,500
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Parts, Sales,”Service

6&%//' Trailer Sales (785) 626-9200

Merlin & Regan Green

Since 1972




