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People can’t ‘raise taxes’ 
to generate more income

Honor Roll

Lines from the Library

Casey’s Comments By
Casey

McCormick

News From the Past

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424

502 W. Spencer 
Norman Morrow - Minister

Bible Class 11 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.

United Methodist
Church Office 332-2292,

 Church 332-2254,
512 S. Scott 

Pastor Warren Cico
Early Bird Service 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

785-890-5718  • 3rd & Adams
Pastor Jerry Nowack
Sabbath School 9:30

Morning Worship 10:45

St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church

625 S. River • 332-2680 
Fr. Roger Meitl

Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8:00 a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott • 332-3921
 J.W. Glidewell, Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening
Service  6:30 p.m., 
Wed. AWANA Club

 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.Salem Lutheran Church
332-3002

 Pastor Chris Farmer
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.

Communion 3rd Sunday

Solid Rock
Baptist Church

412 S. Denison
Welcomes You!

Pastor Allen Coon
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30
Prayer Meeting, Wed

7:30 p.m.

First Christian Church
Pastor Jeff Landers

332-2956  • 118 E. Webster
Bible Fellowship 9:15 a.m. 
Church Service 10:15 a.m.

St. Francis
Community Church

332-3150 
204 N. Quincy Street
www.sfccfamily.com
Pastor: David Butler

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Potluck & Communion -
Every 2nd Sunday

Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

Peace Lutheran Church, AFLC
202 N. College 

Pastor Glenn Isernhagen, Interim
332-2928 

Worship 9:30 a.m.
Communion 1st Sunday 

of the Month

St. Francis
Equity

Saint Francis
Herald

Knodel
Funeral Home

202 S. Benton • St. Francis 
785-332-3131

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be afraid.
                                                John 14:27

God Says

We understand the pressure on public offi-
cials to spend more, especially on programs that 
federal and state governments push on them, 
including homeland security initiatives, emer-
gency preparedness and the like. 

But we’re not sure taxpayers want, need or 
can afford everything local government wants 
or is told to do.

It may seem a small thing to increase taxes 
“just a little,” but board members need to con-
sider that many, maybe most, of those they serve 
cannot do the same. 

People can’t “raise taxes” to generate more 
income. In this economy, the boss would just 
laugh at them. For many, including teachers and 
most health workers, and many at small busi-
nesses, there have been no regular increases in 
the past few years.

Many businesses are still hurting from the re-
cession. Unemployment remains high and this 
area’s population continues to plummet. 

A business can raise prices, of course, but that 
does not mean customers will pay. Many can 
and will go elsewhere. 

Time was when our public officials were very 
conservative when it came to spending and tax 
increases. That’s been less so in recent years. 
Often, when a city or county has had a wind-
fall from increased assessments, it has kept 
tax rates high and spent much of the money. 
When assessments have gone the other way, 

board members feel they need to raise taxes 
to maintain spending.

Particularly in a bind are businesses and hom-
eowners. The share of county government they 
pay for has increased in recent years as the state’s 
complicated system for assessing farmland 
lags years behind reality. Farm-land values are 
through the roof even while taxes on ag land fall 
behind, leaving the county with less valuation.

The decision board members make goes be-
yond whether people can afford a “small” in-
crease in taxes. The question is whether the 
cost of government – city, county, school, state, 
federal – should continue to increase, year after 
year, while the pool of taxpayers continues to 
shrink. 

The level of local government we can afford 
may not match the level we are used to; we un-
derstand that. 

It’s not a matter of whether government em-
ployees need or deserve a raise. We know they 
deserve one, the same as many others do. It’s 
not whether the county or city needs new com-
puters or new equipment. 

The question is whether taxpayers have re-
ceived any kind of increase where they can af-
ford to pay more.

What we know is that many taxpayers have 
no way to match any kind of tax increase in 
these times. And if people are not tired of higher 
taxes, they ought to be.              – Steve Haynes

Letter to the Editor:
The board of the St. Francis 

Community Foundation recognizes 
everyone for their generous support 
of the “Giving for Living” cam-
paign. To this point, approximately 
$57,000 has been raised to assist 
county-elected officials in research-
ing and finding the best solutions in 
addressing the continued operations 
of a nursing home facility providing 
services for the elderly and individ-
uals with special needs in Cheyenne 
County. The presence of the red 
hearts throughout our community 
was tangible evidence once again 
of our ability to come together for 
good.

We also recognize the voters who 
have agreed to an additional tax 
burden to give our commissioners 
the authority to support the opera-
tions of the Village. 

We are all being bombarded to 
reach deeper to give to area ac-
tivities and charities, but we have a 
unique opportunity to “double our 
money.” An anonymous donor has 
pledged to match up to an addition-
al $50,000 in contributions to the 
foundation’s “Senior Living Fund 
for Cheyenne County” through the 
end of 2011. To date, almost $8,000 
has been received toward the estab-

lished matching funds pledge.  
We hope an additional $42,000 

will be donated before year’s end 
to take advantage of this generous 
offer to raise $100,000 from this 
matching fund pledge. Please help 
make this fund drive a success.

As folks get into year-end tax 
planning, we would ask that you 
keep in mind that donations to the 
fund qualify as deductible chari-
table contributions. You can follow 
the progress of donations by going 
to the foundation’s website: www.
sfcommunityfoundation.org .

The foundation board thanks you 
for your support and encourages 

anyone who has questions or an in-
terest in serving on the board to con-
tact a member or the foundation.

St Francis Community Founda-
tion, PO Box 967, St. Francis, KS 
67756 – 785 332-3142; Email: 
sfcf967@gmail.co

               Tom Keller, President	
	 Dara Carmichael

Mike Day
 Jo Frewen

Robert Grace
Carla Lampe

Bruce Swihart
Carl Werner 

Erika Zimbelman

By Casey McCormick
What was it that Winston 

Churchill said after the British 8th 
Army finally got a victory over the 
Nazi army at El Alamein? It’s not 
the end of anything, but perhaps it 
is the beginning of the end.

That is how it felt today watch-
ing our youngest children go off 
on their first day of school. For 
Joey the second to last one of 
these days, as he is a junior. But 
for Lexi this was the final first day 
she will have in high school.

I know, I know, we’re not the 

first parents to watch our little 
chicklings start moving to the 
outer edge of the nest. This whole 
thing is just a part of the big pic-
ture of family life.

But it still makes one stop and 
wonder.... how did this happen so 
fast?

Wasn’t it just yesterday that 
Joey and Lexi were sitting side-
by-side in a laundry basket watch-
ing TV? Aren’t these the same two 
who looked up in the stands to see 
if we were there to see them in a 
dance or athletic affair?  

When did they get to be so 
grown up? Of course, looking in 
the mirror, I wonder when it was 
that my father decided to start 
showing up in our home.

So while I’m trying to figure 
this out, I’ll also be busy enjoying 
the last times we see our kids do 
the many things that make up their 
high school lives.

mcccormickcasey@rocketmail.com

Foundation recognizes supporters
Letters to the Editor

Letter to the Editor:
It is such a pleasure to look at 

the grade school playground now! 
There are no more holes, bumps, 
stickers or dirt. It is absolutely 
beautiful to see when driving 
down Main Street.

Our kids deserve this. The proj-
ect shows that people still care 

about the children here in St. 
Francis.

Thank you to all that are respon-
sible for taking on this task. 

From a former child and current 
“senior” citizens. 

Anita Miller
Former grade school secretary
St. Francis Letter

Playground is enjoyed

By Pat Leibbrandt
The following new books have 

arrived at the library: A Distant 
Melody by Sarah Sundin; Love 
Finds You In Camelot, Tennes-
see  by Janice Hanna; Beneath A 
Southern Sky by Deborah Raney; 
Solar Flare by Larry Burkett; Save 
Me by Lisa Scottline; The Chug-
water Cowboy And The Cheyenne 
Cuties by Warren Dunlap; No Safe 
Haven by Kimberley Woodhouse; 
Wonders Never Cease by Tim 
Downs; A Scarlet Cord by Deb-
orah Raney; After The Rain by 
Deborah Raney; Love Finds You 
In Silver City, Idaho by Janelle 
Mowery; Christmas In The Plains 
by Jimmy Carter; Can’t Wait To 
Get To Heaven by Fannie Flagg; 

The Road Home: by Vanessa Del 
Fabbro; See You At The Top,  by 
Zig Ziglar; No Greater Love by 
Kathi Mills-Macias; The Ideal 
Man by Julie Garwood; Happy 
Birthday by Danielle Steel; Quinn 
by Iris Johansen; Split Second by 
Catherine Coulter; Betrayal Of 
Trust by J. A. Jance; Merciless by 
Diana Palmer; Justice by Karen 
Robards; A Real Live Cowboy by 
Judy Duart; Outback Bridal Res-
cue by Emma Darcy; In The Span-
iard’s Bed by Helen Bianchin; and 
Taken By The Maverick Million-
aire by Anna Cleary.

The library has the follow-
ing new books in the children’s 
department: A Winter’s Nap by 
Marcy Goldberg Sacks; Thumper 

Finds A Friend by Laura Driscoll; 
Front Page News by Jodie Shep-
herd; Pool Party by Karen Barss; 
Martha Says It With Flowers Su-
san Meddaugh; The Boo Crew 
Kara McMahon 

The following DVDs are avail-
able to check out: Second Chanc-
es Tom Amandes; Buzby, The 
Misbehaving Bee Troy Schmidt; 
Hermie and Wormie’s Nutty Ad-
venture Tim Conway; Hermie and 
Friends: Hermie and The Seas 
Tim Conway; Stanley The Stink-
bug Goes To Camp Tim Conway; 
Hermie: A Common Caterpil-
lar Max Lucado; Where The Red 
Fern Grows James Whitmore; 
Hermie and Friends: Webster, The 
Scaredy Spider Max Lucado.

 New and renewed Herald sub-
scriptions: Stanley Isaac, Dinuba, 
Calif.; Gary Leach, St. Francis; 
Barbara Atha, Hutchinson; Karen 
Sutter, Junction City; Trish Ram-
sey, Bovine, Texas; Todd Neitzel, 
St. Francis; Karen Neitzel, St. 
Francis; Tim Neitzel, Goodland; 
Glenn Neitzel, Goodland; Tara 
Neitzel-Simmons, Hays; 

100 years ago - 1911
Kemp and Lockard have add-

ed the finest express wagon ever 
seen at St. Francis to their dray 
line equipment.

The board of county com-
missioners ordered the county 
health officer to fumigate all 
school houses in the county that 
had school during the past year.

The post office department or-
dered the establishment of rural 
route No. 3 out of St. Francis on 

June 1. The total length of this 
route is about 34 miles and it 
ought to serve and accommodate 
a large number of families.

Jacob Uplinger, this week, 
sold his fine section of land, 
4 miles down the river, to Dr. 
Robert Damerell of Red Cloud, 
Neb., for $24,000 or $37.50 per 
acre.

90 years ago - 1921
The County Commissioners 

passed a resolution providing 

for a meeting once a month. The 
county’s business has grown to 
such proportions that it needs 
attention more often than once 
every three months.

Dr. B.F. Jeffers has sold his 
practice and office equipment 
to Dr. J.H.A. Peck of Kansas 
City. Dr. Peck is here and has 
assumed the practice. He has a 
wife and child and will occupy 
the F.L. Schields home.
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