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Irrigator-funded acre
retirement and pipeline
project has been approved

A multi-million dollar project
that will reduce groundwater
use by agriculture while
boosting stream flow to help
keep Nebraska in compliance
with the three-state Republican
River Compact during dry
periods has been approved by
the Upper Republican Natural
Resources District. The District,
headquartered in Imperial, is
made up of Perkins, Chase and
Dundy counties.

The irrigator-funded acre
retirement and pipeline project
approved Tuesday, Feb. 1, will
be the largest of its kind in the
state. It has the potential to
help keep farmers throughout
Nebraska’s Republican River
Basin, where 1.2 million
acres are irrigated, from being
shutdown to stay in compliance
with the Republican River
Compact that divides water use
between Nebraska, Colorado
and Kansas. Complying with
the compact has been a source
of conflict that is expected to be
considered by the U.S. Supreme
Court.

The project greatly reduces
chances that producers who
farm close to the Republican
and its tributaries in the Upper
Republican will have to be
shutdown during dry times to
help increase stream flow so
the district doesn’t exceed its
allotted amount of allowable
stream flow depletions caused
by groundwater irrigation.

“This projectis acost-effective
way to stay in compliance with
the compact while protecting
our water resources and keeping
farmers in the basin in business,”
said Jasper Fanning, Ph.d.,
general manager of the Upper
Republican Natural Resources
District. “It doesn’t negate the
need for reduced water use to stay
in compliance and the district, as
it has for 30 years, will continue
to be at the regulatory forefront
of groundwater management.”

Thedistrict’s board of directors
on Tuesday night unanimously
approved the purchase of nearly
3,300 irrigated acres with 24
center-pivot systems located
just north of Rock Creek State
Fish Hatchery, which is seven
miles north of Parks in Dundy
County, at a cost of $10 million.
A portion, not all, of the water
that historically has been used
to irrigate the land will instead
be piped into nearby Rock
Creek, which flows into the
Republican River near Parks.

The water will be piped only
when needed, during dry times,
to stay in compliance with the
compact. The land is expected
to eventually return to natural
vegetation. It is hoped that
the pipeline will be in place in
2012.

The project may only need to
be used every three or four years,
at the most. History suggests that
during the driest of years, the
district may need an additional
10,000 acre feet of water to stay
in compliance with the compact.
The proposed project has the
potential to supply roughly
that amount of water, and more
water could be provided in the
future granted the district retires
more acres.

The Upper Republican Natural
Resources  District  worked
cooperatively with the Nebraska
Departmentof Natural Resources
to analyze the feasibility and
benefits of the project.

“We believe this project has
the potential to significantly aid
efforts to stay in compliance
with the Republican River
Compact and the local
integrated management plan,”
said Brian Dunnigan, director
of Department of Natural
Resources. “This is the type of
initiative needed to help farmers
throughout the Republican River
Basin.”

Compact-compliance
guidelines ensure that the
amount of water piped into Rock
Creek will not exceed what has
historically been pumped for
irrigation on the land or other
acres that could potentially be
retired in the future to expand
the project. To get credit for
creating stream flow, enough
acres must be retired so that
overall pumping that affects
stream flow does not increase.
In other words, water put into
the stream must be offset by
reducing irrigation by the same
or more amounts of water than
what is put into the stream.

The land is in an ideal location
for such a project because of
its proximity to Rock Creek.
Only about 10 miles of pipeline
is expected to be needed to
occasionally collect groundwater
on the land and dispense it into
Rock Creek. Including the cost
of the pipeline and land costs,
total project costs are expected
to be between $12 million and
$15 million.

The project is part of the
district’s  adaptive, holistic
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management approach to water
issues: The conservation-minded
project will help ease a transition
into tighter water regulations that
will become more economically
feasible as drought-resistant
crops and other technologies are
developed. That transition has
already begun.

For example, the district’s
compact-compliance plan that
is outlined in the Integrated
Management Plan it crafted with
the state and that was approved
this summer by the Natural
Resources District and state calls
for groundwater pumping across
the three-county district to be 20
percent less than it was between
1998 and 2002. Farmers in the
district surpassed the goal last
year, pumping about 9 percent
less than what is targeted in
the Integrated Management
Plan goal. Groundwater levels
responded, rising nearly % a foot
on average. Also, the district is
launching a program to retire
irrigated acres.

In addition to aiding compact
compliance, the pipeline and
water conservation project will
help preserve water resources for
future generations by requiring
less groundwater pumping than
has historically occurred on the
ground the Natural Resources
District purchased.

“This project will actually
reduce the amount of water that
is consumed and is for dry times,
not all the time. We’ll continue
to take actions throughout
the district to reduce water
consumption  for long-term
compact compliance and the
preservation of water resources
in the region including the
Ogallala Aquifer,” said Upper
Republican Natural Resources
District board member and
farmer Tom Terryberry.

The district’s occupation tax
on irrigated land will finance the
project. Approved by lawmakers,
the tax was designed for the type
of projects the Upper Republican
Natural Resources District is
embarking upon.

The Upper Republican Natural
Resources District was the first
in the state to restrict irrigation
and meter groundwater wells,
doing so in the late 1970’s.

Monty’s Smoked Jerky, Bird
City, was recently featured in
the Hays Daily News.

At Monty’s, it’s all about
the taste, was the first sentence
of the article written by Mike
Corn.

“Kinda like Little Bo Peep
with brass knuckles,” is how
the welcome splash on Monty’s
Smoked Jerky website describes
its Red Hot Sweetie brand of
beef jerky.

Not familiar with Monty’s?

In its current form, Monty’s
has been operating out of Bird
City for nearly two years, but
only a few months in its current
facility, a refurbished building
that displays its wares and
serves as central command for
the operation.

Monty’s history, however,
dates back even further, said
Robyn Raile, one of the owner-
operators of the company.

“A friend of ours in Denver
actually owned the business,”
she said.

That would be Monty, who
started crafting beef jerky to
the delight of his friends.

But not so much to the delight
of his friends, he closed down
his jerky operations.

“So we said ‘are you
interested in selling it?’” she
said.

He was, and Robyn, her
husband, Tim, and brother,

Smoked Beet business
produces all natural jerky

Wade Carmichael, Bird City,
bought it.

“So we’re a slow-growing
company,” she said.

And they have no problem
with that, as they’re not
interested in rapid expansion
that could spell trouble for
them as they cope with meeting
demand.

That doesn’t mean they’re
not interested in expanding
their reach, and tapping into
the stores that once carried the
Monty’s brand.

It will still be an operation
that hails from Bird City, which
had an estimated population of
400 people in 2009.

“We make it all here,” she
said, pointing to a door that
leads to a room filled with
stainless steel appliances. “It’s
made of all natural beef.”

Natural, as in hormone- and
antibiotic-free  beef, raised
virtually in their backyard.

“It’s all handcrafted,” Robyn
said of the actual making of the
jerky. “Handled with love. All
three of us have our hands on
it.”

So do other family members,
including her mother, Sherry,
who is a part-time employee.
Her daughter Jessica, is a
graphic arts designer, and
is responsible for the firm’s
website, montysjerky.com.

Currently, they distribute
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their product either online
or at a small, select number
of outlets, including Krien
Pharmacy in St. Francis.

But because the brand is
well known in the Denver
area, they hope to make
inroads in making the jerky
available there.

“It’s been fun,” Robyn said
of getting the business up and
running.

Book review from the
St. Francis Public Library
Secrets to the Grave
By Tami Hoag

Marissa Fordham had a past full
of secrets, a present full of lies.
Everyone knew of her, but no one
knew her.

When Marissa is found brutally
murdered, her young daughter,
Haley, with her head on her mother’s
bloody breast, this mystery woman
sends the idyllic California town of
Oak Knoll into a tailspin. Already
on edge with the upcoming trial of

Student
Graduates

Wichita State University
Brandi Clark of St. Francis
is among the 850 students who
completed their degrees at Wichita
State University in the fall of 2010.
Clark received a master of arts
degree in English.
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Book Review

the See-No-Evil killer, residents
are shocked at reports of the crime
scene, which might not have
been discovered for days but for
a chilling 911 call: a small child’s
voice saying, “My daddy hurt my
mommy.”

The police face a puzzle with
nothing but the pieces that won’t
fit. To assist with their only witness,
four-year-old Haley, they call
teacher-turned-child advocate Anne
Leone. Anne’s life is hectic enough-
she’s a newlywed and a part-time
student in child psychology, and

she’s the star witness in the See-
No-Evil trial. but one look at Haley,
alone and terrified, and Anne’s heart
is stolen.

AsAnne, her FBIprofilerhusband,
Vince, and local sheriff’s deputy
Tony Mendez begin to peel back
the layers of Marissa Fordham’s
life, they find a clue fragment here,
another there. And just when it
seems Marissa has taken her secrets
to the grave, they uncover a fact that
puts Anne and Haley directly in the
sights of a killer: Marissa Fordham
never existed at all.
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