Kansas people need say
in choosing state’s judges

The decision to open up interviews conducted
with candidates for Court of Appeals and Su-
preme Court vacancies in Kansas is a step in the
right direction, a good move, a fine idea.

Itdoesn’t, however, change the fact that in Kan-
sas, appellate judges are chosen in a process that
is by nature elitist, inbred and undemocratic.

Appeals judges, and district judges in most
large counties, are chosen by committees domi-
nated by and chosen by, mostly, lawyers. While
they supposedly represent the voters in this pro-
cess, the members of these panels are anything
but representative.

Kansas used to elect its judges. We still elect
district judges in most areas, outside the metro
areas, and the process works pretty well out
here. Judges seldom if ever come under attack
for their decisions, though they surely must
weigh public attitudes when deciding cases.

The electoral system, with judges running
by party and seats open for contest every four
years, allows for change when a judge is not re-
sponsive to the public. Usually, this means poor
public service or erratic decisions. A decision to
oust a judge is rare, but voters have done it.

Appeals judges are another matter. Once ap-
pointed by the governor, they answer to no man,
short of committing some impeachable offense.
As we’ve seen with presidents, impeachment

is reserved for truly bad officials, not for those
with whom we disagree.

While district judges may have to keep an
eye on the voters, appeals judges simply do not.
While they are supposed to stand for “retention”
every four or six years, the fact is, no Kansas
judge or justice has been voted out of office
since the state adopted the so-called “Missouri”
plan of choosing its judges.

This has led to some poor law, where judges
have substituted their own infinite wisdom for
that of the Legislature and governor, making
budget decisions and more or less taking over
the state’s education finance system.

Well, voters could throw the rascals out, you
say?

We ask why they have to put up with rascals
when they could be choosing their own judges,
as once was the case.

In fact, today, it’s hard to see the reason we
switched at all. But a return to some sort of san-
ity in judicial selection would be a good thing.
If we’re not going to trust the voters to select
judges, at the least, the state Senate ought to
have veto power over the governor’s choices, as
it does with most appointments.

Open interviews are a start. But in the end,
why not just let the voters decide?

— Steve Haynes
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scmccormick@nwkansas.com

Why is it that at the end of the
year it seems so many famous
people have died? I guess the list
of characters that touch our lives
through TV, radio, magazines,
newspapers, movies and the Inter-
net do have a way of adding up.
And no matter how rich and im-
portant someone is, they still meet
their end.

I’m certainly not making light
of other people’s deaths. In fact, it
gives me something to write about
throughout the year. It just amazes

New and renewed Herald sub-
scriptions: Lorraine Seaman, St.
Francis; Don Keeker, St. Fran-
cis; Garrett Sundstrom, St. Fran-
cis; Ranchland Livestock, Wray,
Colo.; Mark Cooper, St. Francis;
Opal Seaman, Goodland; Vernie
Cornbellick, Littleton, Colo.; C.
Smull, Salina; Merle Moberly. St.
Francis; Lee Russ, Junction City;
B. June Smith, Portland, Ore.;
Terry Corder, St. Francis; Carol
Wolters, St. Francis; Mary Lou
Murphy, Broomfield, Colo.; Bill
Pannbacker, Washington; Ella
Mae Schlepp, Broomfield, Colo.;
George Evinger, Towanda; Rich-
ard Horwege. Norfolk, Va.;

— Great Tips —

e Candles will last a lot longer if
placed in the freezer for at least 3

Casey’s Comments

me to look at the roll call of celeb-
rities who left life’s stage in 2010.

Tony Curtis, Merlin Olsen, Pa-
tricia Neal, Peter Graves, Mitch
Miller, Eddie Fisher, Fess Parker,
Dennis Hopper, Art Linkletter and
Jimmy Dean make up a few. This
is just a short collection, but not a
bad “Who’s Who.”

One individual in particular
caught my attention. A very tal-
ented singer, dancer and actress by
the name of Lena Horne, who died
at the age of 92 on May 9.

My dad had a story about how,

Honor Roll

Jack Rieb, Goodland; Jack
Maupin Haigler, Neb.; David
Sowers, St. Francis; Toni Lan-
denberger, St. Francis; Keith
Shoemaker, Oakley; Mrs. B. Bar-
tholoma, Prescot Valley, Ariz.;
Dorothy Hankins, St. Francis;
Marsha Magley, St. Francis;
Jim and Jeanne Dunn, St. Fran-
cis; Tina Kehl, Bird City; Den-
nis Habiger, St. Francis; Tammy
Grice, St. Francis; Dr. Melvin
Dunn, St. Francis; Van Burrus, St.
Francis; Glori Milne, St. Francis;
Jo Hagney, St. Francis; Lorence
Youngquist, St. Francis;

Uplinger Farms, Great Bend,;
Don Topping, Springfield, Mo.;
Harold Connett, St. Francis; For-
est Crum, St. Francis; Rob Schil-
tz, St. Francis; Kent Kechter, St.
Francis; Travis Kechter, Chey-
enne, Wyo.; Linda Hilt, Atwood;
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during World War II, he and some
other Navy sailors were on leave.
They made it to a U.S.O. show
and were sitting at a table near the
stage.

Lena Horne was entertaining
the men with a song and walked
out near his table. She sat on the
lap of one of his lucky shipmates.
My old man never forgot that mo-
ment.

Happy New Year!

Keith Peter, St. Francis; Marion
and Betty Miller, St. Francis; Ver-
nice Williams, Lakewood, Colo.;
Alice Lampe, St. Francis; John
Lampe, St. Francis; Homesteader
Motel, St. Francis; Ken Rober-
son, St. Francis; Diane Roberson,
Scottsdale, Ariz.; Ramona Raile,
St. Francis; Darla Raile, Salina;
Gerald Lauer, St. Francis; Della
Morris, Holland, Conn.; Law-
rence Schlepp, Copan, Okla.; Don
Love, St. Francis; Thelma Sher-
lock, Goodland;

Kirk Grizzell, Macksville; Rod
Young, Bird City; Brad Richard,
St. Francis; Roger Lauer, St. Fran-
cis; Harold Nolan, St. Francis;
Harland Rogers, St. Francis; Blake
McCall, Baldwin; Tom Smull, St.
Francis; Dale and Sherry Chaffin,
Hays; Larry Carmichael, St. Fran-
cis; Warren Cook, St. Francis.

15 years ago - 1995

Gordon and Carol Ross were
present at the St. Francis Area
Chamber of Commerce meet-
ing to explain their new busi-
nesses. The Rosses have estab-
lished Ross Manufacturing, a
cattle castrating banding pro-
duction.

The new chief of police for
St. Francis resumed his duties
Monday and spent much of the
day on Main Street meeting
people. Troy Krenning was re-
cently hired by the city council
to take over the duties of chief
of police, a position formerly
held by Mayor Jeff Raile.

High school principal Ward
Cassidy has been appointed to
serve as a member of the Kan-
sas State High School Activity
Association advisory board.

The city crew was out early
Monday morning as they be-
gan to distribute the new trash
containers to all households in
St. Francis.

20 years ago - 1990

Cheyenne County Young
Woman of the Year, Patty Pitt-
man, of St. Francis traveled to
Belleville last week where she
was a participant in the state
contest. Patty did very well
with her talent number, a comi-
cal tap routine, placing in the
top 10.

Last week, Jerry Renk of
the St. Francis State Bank and
Trust Company, announced the
change of the bank’s name to
Bankwest St. Francis. In honor
of the occasion, an open house
was held.

For weeks, the Cheyenne
County Jaycees have been lay-
ing plans and preparing the
Haunted House to be held in the
old Equity Hardware building.

ETERNALOPTIMISTS
—EVERY NEW YEARS EVE
I TELL MYSELF I'M GONNA
MAKE A FRESH START
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I’'M ONE OF THEM

FINANCIALLY...

ALONG COMES

News From the Past

40 years ago - 1970

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Hinze,
who last week announced they
had taken over the manage-
ment of the Bay Cafe, have an-
nounced this week they have
completed arrangements to
take over the operation of the
service station as well.

Returning letter winners for
the Indian basketball team in-
clude Steve Burr, Kelly Fre-
wen and Steve Henderson.
Daryl Brumley is the coach.

Glenn Zweygardt, St. Fran-
cis native, who now is an as-
sociate professor of sculpture
and design in the College of
Ceramics at Alfred University,
Alfred, N.Y., has with the aid
of four of his students, con-
structed a “Rock Park™ at the
University.

Miss Joanne Maring of Bird
City, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Maring, was named the
winner of the Kansas “Make It
Yourself With Wool”’contest.

Returning wrestling letter
winners include Dan Keller,
Ed Knodel, Harvey Barnhart,
Marlin Burr and Steve Hale.
Gary Nickal is the coach.

Precession Engine and Ma-
chine Service of St. Francis
has announced that they have
moved all of their equipment
and now are set up and in op-
eration at the shop at Majestic
Service on Highway 36 St.
Francis.

The Wheeler Equity Eleva-
tor, a Cheyenne County land-
mark, built in 1910, had its
head house, torn off this week
and now the rest of the build-
ing will be taken down piece-
by-piece. The elevator has not
held grain for the last five years
but when it did it held 34,000
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bushels.
60 years ago - 1950

New safety zone markers
have been installed at two in-
tersections, one block each way
from the city grade school.

Tobias Walter was re-elect-
ed chairman of the Cheyenne
County Production and Mar-
keting Administration Com-
mittee at the county convention
at the courthouse.

Major Bender, of the Kansas
Military District, was present
at the meeting of Company C
353 Reg. of the Reserve Unit
in St. Francis on Wednesday
night. The Major stated he was
very pleased with the the atten-
dance at all meetings.

The City Grade School will
present a Christmas operetta
on Dec. 21, entitled “Surprise
Christmas.” The cast includes
the entire fifth, through eighth
grades of the city school un-
der the direction of Mr. Edwin
Henry, music instructor.

At the end of the two-day
Maytag Cooking School at the
Veterans Hall, more than 1,500
persons had registered.

The long awaited new com-
bination ambulance and hearse
arrived for the Riddell Mortu-
ary this week and was put in
service Saturday.

The Safeway ad in the Dec.
28 issue of The Herald has
smoked hans at 55 cents a
pounds; potatoes for 29 cents
for 10 pounds; cigarettes at 19
cents a package or $1.87 a car-
ton, Pepsi-Cola, 12-ounce bot-
tle for 7 cents and grapefruit 8
cents a pound.

hours prior to burning.

¢ To clean artificial flowers, pour
some salt into a paper bag and add
the flowers. Shake vigorously as
the salt will absorb all the dust and
dirt and leave your artificial flow-
ers looking like new! Works like
a charm!

e To easily remove burnt on
food from your skillet, simply add
a drop or two of dish soap and
enough water to cover bottom of
pan, and bring to a boil on stove-
top.

*qLet not your heart be troubled: ye believe
yslin God, believe also in me. In my Father’s
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GOD SAY .

59 house are many mansions; if it were not
1s0, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you.
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502 W. Spencer

Church of Christ
332-2380, Pars. 332-3424

Norman Morrow - Minister
Bible Class 11 a.m.
Morning Worship 10 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.

Pastor Jerry Nowack
Sabbath School 9:30
Morning Worship 10:45

St. Francis of Assisi

Catholic Church
625 S. River + 332-2680
Fr. Roger Meitl
Sunday Mass 10:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass 8:30 a.m.
Confessions Sat. 4-4:30

United Methodist Salem Lg;l;g;:g Church 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Church Office 332-2292, Pastor Chris Farmer St. Francls
Church 332-2254, Sunday School 10 a.m. Community Church
12 S.'Scott Morning Worship 11 a.m. 332'_3150
Pastpr Mom’a Truman Communion 3rd Sunday 204 N. Quincy Street
Early Bird Service 8:30 a.m. www.sfccfamily.com
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Solid Rock Pastor: David Butler
Worship 10:30 a.m. Baptist Church Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
412 S. Denison Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Seventh-Day Welcomes You! Potluck & Communion -
Adventist Church Pastor Allen Coon Every 2nd Sunday
785-890-5718 + 3rd & Adams Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

Worship 10:30
Prayer Meeting, Wed Peace Lutheran Church, AFLC
7:30 p.m. 202 N. College
Pastor Ken Hart
First Christian Church 332-2928 Pars. 332-2312
Pastor Jeff Landers Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
332-2956 - 118 E. Webster Worship 10:30 a.m.
Bible Fellowship 9:15 a.m. Communion 1st Sunday
Church Service 10:15 a.m. of the Month

First Baptist Church
2nd & Scott « 332-3921
J.W. Glidewell, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening
Service 6:30 p.m.,
Wed. AWANA Club

St. Francis
Equity
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