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“Selling Cars for Years....Making Friends For Life.”

We Look Forward
To Serving You

1697 Rose Ave., Burlington, Colorado
www.vincesgmcenter.com

719-346-5541 • 800-231-8991

thought to ponder.........why are women and men’s shoe sizes 
different?

caranddriver.com Calls the New 2011 Chevy and GMC 
HD  “Bigger, Badder, and Better. The 6.0L has 360 hp 
and 380 lb. ft of torque.”  Vince’s GM Center has 1 of 
each on the ground now.  During the Summer Event 
we are offering 0% up to 72 months (w.a.c.) or up to 

$5000.00 Customer Cash on select 2010 models.

2011 Chevy 3/4 ton HD,
White, cloth, 4x4, long box

2010 Chevy Suburban, Stealth Gray, 
leather, 2 dvd players, sunroof

2011 GMC 3/4 ton HD,
Stealth Gray, cloth, 4x4, short box

2010 GMC 1/2 ton ext-cab, 
Storm Gray, leather, 4x4

GM CENTER

Antique thresher show
begins next Thursday

Workers
getting 
ready

2010 Thresher queen
clues are published

The Tri-State Antique Engine 
and Thresher show begins Thurs-
day, July 29, at the thresher show 
grounds east of Bird City. The 
show will wind down Sunday 
with church service at 9 a.m. at the 
Neville Church on the grounds.  

Through Saturday visitors will 
find the antique steam engines in 
action, threshing, plowing, corn 
shelling and wood sawing. The 
parade of cars and tractors will be 
held each day at 1:15 p.m. Earlier, 
the parade of old machinery and 
early-day harvest equipment is 
held at 10:45.

The new Thresher Queen’s iden-
tity will be revealed and she will 
be crowned. The 2009 Thresher 
Queen, Mary Dorsch, will retire 
and her doll will be displayed 
in the Eggers Building with the 
other former queen dolls. The 
princess, Mikaela Grace, will 
be on hand throughout the show 
to throw in the first bundle of 

wheat to be threshed.
The old-fashioned literary will 

be held at 7 p.m. in the country 
schoolhouse. Everyone is encour-
aged to bring poems and stories to 
share.

On Friday, the Erickson Fam-
ily Band will be entertaining fol-
lowing the Walking Taco meal at 
the Legion hall (see related article 
elsewhere). The McDonald Lions 
Club barbecue will be held from 5 
to 7 p.m. on Saturday. The antique 
tractor pull will start at 6:30 p.m. 
on Saturday.

Activities
Kite flying will be held each day 

at 2:30 p.m. Everyone, young and 
old, is encouraged to bring their 
kite to the grounds. There should 
be some great kite flying.

There are numerous other activ-
ities for the kids and adults. The 
kid’s favorite is the tug-o’-war 
with the little steam engine which 
starts at 1 p.m.

People are welcome to visit 
the many buildings filled with ar-
ticles used in the past. There will 
be demonstrations, new items to 
see and other activities. The swap 
meet will be held on the grounds. 
This is an attraction that draws col-
lectors looking for certain items.

Visit the buildings
The Thresher Show special sec-

tion will be inserted in the Bird 
City Times and The Saint Francis 
Herald this week. It is being de-
livered to subscribers throughout 
the United States. Extra copies are 
available.

The president of the Threshers 
Association is Lonnie Coon, vice 
president is Ken Beougher. They 
have been working with the many 
volunteers who make the Thresher 
show a success each year.

For more information, contact 
Lonnie at 785-890-3514 or Ken, 
785-734-2555.

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

Throughout the year following 
the last day of the Tri-State Antique 
Engine and Thresher Show, there 
are workers at the grounds every 
week. However, as the time for the 
show begins, the work increases 
and men, women and children can 
be seen scurrying around, whether 
it is scrubbing, mowing, pulling out 
equipment and stored items.

The Thresher Show begins on 
Thursday, July 29, and runs through 
Sunday morning, ending with the 
service in the old country church on 
the grounds.

Early Sunday morning, John 
Keyser, driving a Richardson 
Consolidated semi and trailer, ar-
rived with 25.5 tons of coal. John, 
who has been driving a truck since 
1972, has delivered the coal for the 
Thresher Show many times during 
the years.

The coal came from Salina, Utah, 
and is a good grade, hard bitumas. 
John said he grew up knowing the 
business, even burning coal at home 
as a kid. 

The coal, which will last between 
2 and 3 years, cost $210 a ton. Coal 
is an expensive but very necessary 
item during the show as much of the 
equipment is run with coal.

Brenden Haack, Bird City, who 
was on hand when the coal arrived, 
explained that good, hard coal, not 
too big and not too small, is the best. 
If it is too big, it has to be broken 
down. If it is too small and fine, it 
falls through the grates. The fine 
coal is used to pave the roads at the 
grounds.

After the coal was unloaded by 
the semi and trailer, Brendon began 
pushing it into the the shed with a 
tractor and blade.

Others on hand for the unloading 
were Gerald Wright, Marcus and 
Brady Colson.

The Bird City Tri-State Antique 
Engine and Thresher Show starts 
Thursday, July 29. With all the 
activities, one of the highlights of 
the show is the announcement and 
crowning of the 2010 Thresher 
Queen.

Each year, clues and photos of 
the queen’s identity are published 
in the Bird City Times and The 
Saint Francis Herald. year’s queen 
has only a few clues so it may be 
hard to guess who she is before 
the announcement is made.

The new queen moved to Raw-
lins County from Campbell, Neb., 
in the mid 1930s. The photo this 
week shows her dad, who, she 
said, is responsible for starting the 
whole family’s involvement in the 
Thresher Show.

The queen graduated on May 19, 
1945, from Pleasant View District 
56 country school. The graduation 
was held in the present Atwood 
High School Auditorium.

She married in 1950 and she 
and her husband moved to Thom-
as County. They have lived there 
since then.

Who is she?
Last year’s queen, Mary Dorsch, 

Bird City, will present her queen 
doll, a replica of her. The doll 
will be on display in the Egger’s 
Building with other queen dolls. 
Everyone is encouraged to stop by 
and check out the dolls and all the 
other displays in the building. 

2010 Thresher Queen

Queen’s Dad

COAL IS DELIVERED to the Thresher grounds in Bird City to power the engines during 
the show. Brenden Haack dozes the coal further back into the building. 

Times staff photo by Karen Krien
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