Exchange students stay in Sainty

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

Two foreign exchange students
have been living and going to
school in St. Francis this year.

Agathe Bourdon, 18-years-old,
and Silvia Bartoli, 17, arrived in
August and September, respec-
tively, and will go back to their
homes the first part of June.

Agathe, who is French, and
Silvia, who is Italian, say they
have become the best of friends
and are “sisters.” They lived
with their host family, John and
Ginny Larson.

They both spoke some Eng-
lish before coming but some-
times, the translation from their
language to English was a little
difficult. Agathe said she had
some trouble as the “i” in Ital-
ian is pronounced like an “e” in
English. Silvia had an Ameri-
can neighbor and she talked to
her some before coming which
helped her better communicate.

They found almost everything
in the United States to be differ-
ent from their home countries.
Sometimes, Agathe said, things
were good, sometimes it was
hard but she and Silvia said they
made friends and, for the most
part, liked school however, they
found it hard to make friends at
first. They said that it was good
that they had each other.

Neither had ever been to the
prom or any type of dance where
they had an evening gown. The
Larsons and the girls made a trip
to Kansas City to pick out the
dresses.

They had a cart full of dresses
to try on, Mrs. Larson said. In
the end, they both took home a
dress they liked and said they
had a great time at the prom.

In school, they found a big
difference in classes. Silvia’s
education was more advanced in
some of the subjects so she took
a semester of physics which she
had already taken in Italy then
transferred to American litera-
ture and history.

In St. Francis Agathe’s favor-
ite class was American history
while Silvia liked chemistry.

They had favorite teachers
with Steve Jenkins being the fa-
vorite of both. Silvia also thought
David Morrow was very nice.
They said the teachers knew how
to be good teachers and still be
friendly.

When I first came to the school,

Texas

Agathe said, she was shocked to
see students talking and laugh-
ing with teachers. They don’t do
that in France.

They both thought having
cheerleaders was fun and they
liked the way they supported the
teams. They noted that they don’t
have football in their schools.

Both girls participated in
extra-curricular activities. Sil-
via was on the basketball team
and Agathe played “Gold Dust
Gertie” in a play.

They found the food to be
OK but different. Agathe said in
France, the people eat more veg-
etables. She found U.S. food to
be greasy and there was a lot of
gravy.

Silvia came to the U.S. think-
ing she was going to have to eat a
lot of salad so she wouldn’t gain
weight. She didn’t like salad but,
she found Ranch dressing and
it made a difference in how she
liked salad. In Italy, most dress-
ings are oil and vinegar.

Agathe said she did not like
to cook but Silvia did. She fixed
several Italian meals and brought
pasta with her. She said that in
Italy, they do not put meat in the
spaghetti sauce. Mrs. Larson said
she didn’t think it would be good
but it was actually delicious.

Agathe added that, without the
meat, the meal wasn’t “heavy”
but it still filled her up.

Silvia, when she returns to Ita-
ly, will still be a student and will
be studying philosophy, Italian
literature, Latin and math. In the
future, she would like to study
psychology in college.

Agathe is finished with the
high school level of education
in France and will be attending
cosmetology school.

In both Italy and France, stu-
dents decide what they want to
be when they are junior high age,
then they select the next level of
schooling which is much like a
college to pursue their educa-
tion.

The girls left family at home.

Agathe was raised by her
mother in Toulouse. When she
was looking at host families,
she wanted a father figure. Her
mother, Brigitte, is an unem-
ployment agent, helping people
find work. Agathe has an older
sister, Sara, who had a baby just
before she left and Agathe said
she is anxious to get back to see
the baby.

Jesus, let me not be deceived in
thinking that I am closer to you
than I really am and help me to
walk in the beauty of holiness.

Matthew 7:21-23

Red’s

BBQ

will be at St. Francis Super’s

Tuesday, Junel
thru
Saturday, June 5

Beef brisket, smoked
pork, turkey breast,

ribs & sausage

Western Sprinklers,

your complete
Irrigation Store.

For all your irrigation needs.

® Pump Repair ®

e Gear Heads e

e Electric Motors
¢ Pivot Insurance

¢ Underground PVC

Pipe & Wire

e Valley Pivots
e Pivot Parts - All

Brands e

Western Sprinklers Inc.
Colby, Kan. 67701
785-462-6755

Her mother, Agathe said, was
very supportive of her coming to
the U.S. as an exchange student.
Agathe also has a boyfriend at
home.

Silvia said her parents had
a hard time letting her go. Her
mother, Stefania, is a pharmacist
and her father, Andren, works in
construction. She has a younger
brother, Francesco.

Her family lives in a flat in
Florence. She said a house like
most people in St. Francis live
in would be very expensive in
France.

The past year has been spent
traveling and seeing some of the
United States. The last trip they
made was to South Dakota where
they visited Mt. Rushmore,
Deadwood, Spearfish Canyon
and the Badlands. Agathe liked
the history of Mt. Rushmore
and seeing the presidents carved
into the mountain. Silvia liked
the Badlands because they were
natural.

They learned to scrapbook
from John’s mother, Carol. In
fact, they are worried how they
will get them home.

Mr. Larson taught them to
throw the tomahawk and he said
they were pretty good.

World Heritage program

Silvia and Agathe are part of
the World Heritage High School
Student Exchange program.
John and Ginny Larson are host
parents and Mrs. Larson is a rep-
resentative in this area although
not the girl’s representative.

Both Silvia and Agathe said
they have had a good experience
and their representative was al-
ways there for them if they had
a problem.

Mrs. Larson said they were
contacted by their representative
regularly. The representative,
the girls said, talks to each of us
separately, then talks to the host

family.

We have enjoyed having the
girls, Mrs. Larson said. They
were like any member of a fam-
ily -- there are ups and downs
but, it was fun and we will miss
them.

The Larson’s dog, Tigger, will
probably miss them, too. Ag-
athe was afraid of dogs when
she came to the Larson’s. Today,
Tigger follows her and Silvia
everywhere in the house and he
knows that Agathe has a treat for
him in her room.

Host parents are needed

World Heritage is seeking
families, couples or single par-
ents (with or without children
at home) who are fun-loving,
responsible and most of all, car-
ing. Those interested can call
Mrs. Larson, 785-332-3414, or
another area representative, then
complete an application form.

Recruiting for World Heritage
host families takes place in the
spring and early summer months
to ensure enough time for ex-
changing letters with the student
before he or she arrives.

Once the student arrives, the
World Heritage representative
will be available during the en-
tire stay to assist the student in
adjusting to the family and his or
her new school, community and
culture.

There is minimal cost to hav-
ing the student. The host fam-
ily provides meals and a room.
In fact, the student may share a
room with a child of the same
sex who is close in age.

The exchange students pay
for their own round-trip airfare
and provide their own complete
medical and liability insurance.
Spending money is also the re-
sponsibility of the student and
their natural parents.

Saturday, June 12
10:30 a.m.

Church
in St. Francis

Memorial Service for
Wendell Kite will be held

at the United Methodist

HUSTLER

Long on Need — Short on Cash?

Buy a quality HUSTLER Mower and Finance it!
No interest for 6 months or 3.75% for 60 months

Cochran Farm Supply/Morrow’s Garage
785-332-3424 or 970-630-4618

at the St. Francis
Equity Station.
Call 332-2421

or stop by and
talk to one of

Before they leave for college
have their car serviced

Station
785-332-2421

AUCTION

TUESDAY, JUNE 15 - 10:30 AM CT

480+ ACRES CHEYENNE CO., KS
EXCELLENT LEVEL DRYLAND

American Legion Hall

109 W. Bressler Ave., Bird City, KS
Lois Combs, Seller

Tract 1 - 160+ Acres -
2 mi. east & 2 1/2 mi. south of Bird City on Rd. 31
Tract 2 - 160+ Acres - SE/4 Sec. 35, 2-38
5 mi. north of Bird City on Hwy. 161
Tract 3 - 160+ Acres - SE/4 Sec.13, 3-39
5 mi. west & 2 mi. north of Bird City on Rd. 23

SE/4 of Sec. 8, 4-37

Serving Kansas, Colorado & Nebraska
Rodney Shay, Listing Broker ¢ 785-332-5656

www.shayrealty.com
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SCRAPBOOKING — Agathe Bourdon and Ginny Larson
design a page for a scrapbook.

MAKING A DREAM CATCHER — Silvia Bartoli and John
Larson work together to finish a dream catcher.
Herald staff photos by Karen Krien

You are invited to a

Come & Go Bridal Shower
for Lori Gohl ) { @
Bride-elect of Dan Closs 4
Saturday, June 5
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

St. Francis Equity Meeting Room

Dan & Lori are registered at: bedbathandbeyond.com

Tired of Razor Burns?
Trv an IPL Permanent Hair Bemoval
No more Shaving
Call Today for More Info

Frontier Medical Rejuvenation

Dr. Rebecca Allard
St. Francis, Kansas (785)772-1906

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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#+  Bed 'n Biscuit Boarding  «
“Loving Care When You're Not There” ’

Call or e-mail now to make
reservations for your pet.

Located north of Wheeler
just across the railroad tracks.

Christie Flemming, Owner

. 1475 Road 19 785-332-3079 ®
% St. Francie, Ke 67756 785-332-0204 %
b P Email: cdmaltese@hotmail.com . BN

NOTICE « NOTICE « NOTICE

Ads and copy DEADLINE for the
June 3
The Saint Francis Herald

and Bird City Times
will be Tues., June 1
at 5 p.m.
The offices will be closed
on Monday, May 31th.

Newspapers will be
delivered a day later.




