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agencies. He said thatall calls, when
officers go out and emergency runs
need to be documented. The dis-
patcher will need to be able to multi-
task.

Sheriff Gardner said several inquir-
ies about the dispatcher duties had
been received. Some wanted only
part-time work. He said that the part-
time workers should be considered as
it would cut down in the salary ex-
penses as part-time workers would
not be paid benefits. They could also
be used to work the different sched-
ules and fill in when there is sickness
and otheremergencies. However, all
would need to be trained.

He said he would like to send
present dispatcher Carol Gamblin to
training in April. Sheriff Gardnersaid
that Mrs. Gamblin already knows a
lot because of her training in the
sheriff’s office and was still recom-
mending that she be the dispatch su-
pervisor.

It had been suggested that the dis-
patch system be under a separate
board and not under the sheriff’s of-
fice. The sheriff said that, to begin
with, it wouldn’t cost any more for it
to be under the sheriff’s office but in
the future, the commissioners might
consider having it be a separate de-
partment and would answer to a vol-
untary board.

Handicapped driveway

Three bids for the proposed length-
ening and widening of the handi-
capped driveway were opened. They
included: Ben Jerry’s Construction,
Benkelman, $13,460; Jensen Con-
struction, St. Francis, $15,215; and
Troy Porter, St. Francis, $11,043.

Actionon the bids was tabled until
the commissioners know more about
the costof replacing the front steps of
the courthouse.

Courthouse steps

Troy Porter, who had put in the
courthouse steps, talked about col-
lecting some of the money for the
steps construction. Commissioner
Beikman said that right now, they
needed to see if the county would re-
ceive a grant for steps to match the
original steps. As far as he was con-

cerned, partof the work was satisfac-
tory but, if the company putting in the
steps had to tear out that work, then
the county would be paying forittwo
times.

They talked about the original blue
prints of the courthouse thathad been
found but Greg Kite, who is writing
the grant, took the prints withhim. Mr.
Porter questioned whether or not the
steps had been granite because of the
way the stone was putin and the brick
veneer was placed on top of the step
caps.

Because of all the uncertainties, the
commissioners decided not to pay
Mr. Porter at that time. They noted
thatif the costof the stepsis more than
the grant, then they will need to go
another route in replacing the steps.

Ambulance report

Jannelle Bowers, ambulance direc-
tor, presented an ambulance adjust-
ment (write offs) for $1,087. They
was approved.

She reported that Nancy Semler
would be writing a grant for a new
Bird City ambulance but she was re-
questing pay for writing it. The com-
missioners asked that Mrs. Semler
attend the nextcommissioners’ meet-
ing to further discuss the matter.

Mrs. Bowers called an executive
session to discuss personnel. Return-
ing to regular session, the commis-
sioners agreed tolettwopeopleattend
a Training Officer One course in
Salina.

The commissioners briefly dis-
cussed the ambulance which had not
been starting every time. Mrs. Bow-
ers said that it has been working.

Road and bridge report

Dave Flemming, road and bridge
supervisor, said that he had offered
Martin Tractor $90,000 foradozer for
the landfill. However, the offer had
notbeen accepted. The company did
offer $94,000 plus and would pick up
half of the costs of a $3,000 repair.
The commissioners said to go ahead
with the purchase.

Mr. Flemming had sent a letter to
the Kansas Departmentof Health and
Environment concerning the
county’s intent to use the papier-
mache cover atthe landfill. The com-
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let the commissioners know so an-
otherappointment could be made. No
responses to the letters had been re-
ceived.

They discussed several people who
might be interested and some calls
will be made.

Grantreceived

Mr. Yost said the airport had re-
ceived a grant for $35,000 to fill the
cracks ontherunway and other main-
tenance. He said thatitisa90-10 grant
and the county is responsible for 10
percentor $3,500. The Authority has
the money to pay the 10 percent.

He pointed out that the airport is a
tremendous community asset and it
isimportant thatthis work isdone. He
asked that the board continue to set
aside $22,000 each year because by
the time the airport grants are received
and the county has paid for its share,
it will be needed.

The commissioners reminded Mr.
Yostthatthey will be working on next
year’s budget in June.

Hanger roof

The discussion then turned to the
roof of the hanger at the airport. Mr.
Yost said the tar paper on the top of
the curved cement roof is going bad.
They had two bids for repairing the
roof but wanted to see if there was a
less expensive way of fixing it.

He said that they might have
enough money right now to go with
one of the bids they have but he
thought they would run short before
the runway updates are done.

New apron condition

The new apron (airport parking for
visiting planes) has some problems.
There was an official inspection of the
apron on Tuesday and he asked that
the county attorney be present.

There had been some test samples
pulled from the asphalt but there was
a question as to who had taken the
samples. If the samples were to be
senttodifferentplaces fortesting, Mr.
Yostthought that the samples should
have, been splitsoequal comparisons
could be made.
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Power Lineman
Position

Midwest Energy has an opening for a
Lineman in Bird City. Duties include the
operation, construction, maintenance and
troubleshooting of electric distribution and
transmission facilities. Applicants must
have the ability to learn and perform
lineman job duties, customer service and
public relations.

Are you interested in this
position? Midwest Energy will
have a representative available
in Bird City at City Hall,
Wednesday, April 4 from 1pm
to 4pm. Please stop by and
visit with us to learn more
about the position.

b

Midwest Energy, Inc.

“Making Energy Work For You”
1-800-222-3121

WwWw.mwenergy.com

missioners agreed that this is the best
way to keep the trash from blowing
as it takes less space than the dirt
which is now being used. They were
surprised that the Department of
Health and Environment had not
made the papier-mache covering
mandatory to all landfills in the state.

The supervisorsaid the RiverRoad
project south of St. Francis will start
onJuly 9.

The commissioners received a
copy of a letter which had been sent
to the fair board president concerning
executive (closed) sessions and a
copy of the open meetings laws.
Commissioner Beikman asked that
the county attorney write aletterto all
members of the board explaining the
law. Commissioner Ernie Ketzner
said thathe didn’tthink the fair board
was doing anything illegal buta mat-
terof notknowing the law. It was sug-
gested that fair board needs to follow
the law.

Mr. Ketzner asked if the school
board was video taped? The editor of
The Saint Francis Herald said that, at
this time, no, it was not being taped
but neither was the Cheylin Board of
Education. Mr. Beikman said he
thought video taping meetings was a
good thing.

In other business

In other business:

¢ Justin Barrett, county attorney,
was appointed to a two-year term to
the Northwest Kansas Community
Corrections governing board.

* A letter had been received from
Rachel Huffman suggesting that the
new emergency building be named
after astronaut Ron Evans, who was
bornin St. Francis. Shealso suggested
that the old space capsule be reno-
vated.

* Mary Morrow, register of deeds,
was given permission to attend a
meeting in Colby.

e Susan Roelfs, county health
nurse, presented the Maternal and
Child Health Care Grantto be signed.
She also presented the Crisis Risk
Management Standard Operation
Guide to be signed. She said all 105
Kansas counties will be following the
same guide.

* The commissioners talked about
getting rid of prairie dogs with the
supervisor. Also discussed was the
purchase of anew pickup for that de-
partment. Seerelated article for more
information.

* Attendance atthe Airport Author-
ity meetings was discussed as were
several other pressing issues at the
airport. See related article for more
information.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the commis-
sioners has been set for 8 a.m. in the
commissioners’ room in the court-
house on Friday, March 30.
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that the person who was called at
that time is no longer in the same po-
sition. He said he could call but
thought it would be a “miracle” if an
extension was granted.

Farmers can do their own baiting
with chemicals but they need to be
certified. Thereis also atreated grain
that farmers can spread but Mr.
Schlittenhardt said that if the prairie
dogeats some and does notdie, he will
never eat it again. The grain is only
about 75-percent effective and there
is also a matter that birds might pick
up the treated grain.

Commissioner Andy Beikman
said he had heard that there was an-
other bait used in Colorado but Mr.
Schlittenhardt said the label on that
productread the same as Rozol, it was
notlabeled as prairie dog bait. He also
said the bait stations some farmersuse
are considered illegal.

This year, Mr. Schlittenhardt said
the snow had hampered the progress
of baiting the dogs. Commissioner
Beikman said that even with the
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tion of child abuse and neglect,
AIDS and HIV training, nine com-
munity coalitions, promote Red
Ribbon Week and Family Day, cur-
riculum in the schools for life skill,
project alert and class action — all
are targeted to elementary, middle
school and high school about sub-
stance abuse....meth training and
awareness.

“We are available for more infor-
mation onany of these programs and
more,” said Wendy Wellmann,
community prevention consultant
for the county. “Call us at 785-460-
8177.

“Iappreciate the fact that we have
acoalition in Cheyenne County and
that Rachael and Naomi have putin
all their time.”

Representing Cheyenne County
in place of Mrs. Holliman and Mrs.
Kellerisnew board member, Glenn
Isernhagen, St. Francis.

The Kids Making a Connection
program board meets at 7 p.m. onthe
first Monday of every month in the
basement of the Cheyenne County
Clinicin St. Francis. The group was
led through the Communities That
Care process and identified problem
behaviors by assessing student sur-
vey data reports from the previous
year. Substance abuse was identi-
fied as one of the top five concerns
inthe county and the group s target-
ing this problem area.

Their mission is to provide edu-
cational opportunities which in-
clude early childhood development,
abuse, neglect and drug-free life
styles.

snow, hethoughtthe work couldhave
started earlier. Hopefully, Mr.
Schlittenhardt can be out as soon as
he can in the fall.

Commissioner Lee asked that the
supervisor call Mr. Faylor. Commis-
sioner Beikman said that someone
needed tofollow-upontheletters pre-
viously sent to those having prairie
dog problems.

Pickup

Supervisor Schlittenhardt had an-
otherbid fora2008 Ford pickup from
Yost Ford-Mercury. He had a bid for
afour-door pickup atthe last meeting
and this bid was for a two-door
pickup. He noted that the difference
was only $2,200. The pickup he

wants to trade inis 10-years-old and,
if divided by thenumber of years, that
would only amount to $220 differ-
ence a year.

He told the commissioners that he
would like a pickup with a back seat
where he could put his brief case and
otherequipmentinstead of putting in
onthe frontseatbeside him. Whenhe
has to make a quick stop, the stuff
slides on the floor.

Ernie Ketzner, commissioner,
asked if the old pickup could be used
in the road and bridge department.
Mr. Schlittenhardt said that one of the
doors doesn’t shut and it will need a
new clutch and other repairs. No de-
cision was made.
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the Methodist Church educational
building. Children, 3- to 4-years-
old, can go to preschool two days a
week.

Lately, some of the parents have
expressed the desire for the school
to offer an additional weekly session
for the 4-year-olds who are prepar-
ing for kindergarten. Others have
suggested that the morning session
be extended while ithas alsobe sug-
gested that there be three days of
classes with an extended half-hour
class.

The school director this year is
JaNan Cooper. Helpers are Sharon
Feikert and Jacque Butler.

To offer more to the students, the
tuition may need to be raised from
$40 to $50 per month; or from $25
to $30 for those students going one
day a week.

Some of the costs associated with
the school are salaries for teachers,
teaching supplies, snacks and insur-
ance. Tracy Neitzel, who is one of
the members of the board, said the
insurance runs between $800 and
$1,000 a year but also noted that the
preschool is fortunate to have the
room in the Methodist Church edu-
cational building for no charge.

“Needless to point out, tuition
revenues are not close to being suf-
ficient to pay the operating expenses
of the preschool,” said Mrs. Neitzel.
“We continue to seek community
support with the silent auction (of
baskets) and other fund raising ac-
tivities.”

Every other year, the ABC Pre-
school Auction is held. Parents,
community members and busi-
nesses donate items which, in turn,
are auctioned off.

The school was started with a
large bequest from the Wilhelmina
Neitzel Memorial. Mrs. Neitzel
gave the money to the preschool
because it was held in the Method-
ist building which was across the
street from her home.

Today, the school seldom re-

BusiNEss CARD
DIRECTORY

To list your business drop us a card!
Call 785-332-3162 today.

ceives a memorial donation but
Traci Neitzel said it would help if
even a little money were sent their
way.

If any organization or individual
is wanting to have amoney-making
project for the ABC Preschool, call
Mrs. Neitzel, 785-332-2217 or any
other member of the board: Penny
Krien, Shriley Swihart, Robin Burr,
Roger Jensen, Mike Day and Toni
Landenberger.

“We just want the best for our
kids,” Mrs. Neitzel concluded.
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* Americans today consume 17.3
billion quarts of popped popcorneach
year! The average American eats
about 68 quarts!

* While the first breakfast cereal
was made by adding sugar and milk
to popped popcorn, a shortage of
baking flours after World War II
forced breadmakers to substitute up
to 25 percent of wheat flour with
ground popped popcorn. Over the
years, popcorn also has been used
as aningredient in pudding, candy,
soup, salad and entrees.

* Popcorn’s nutritional value
comes from the fact that, like other
cereal grains, its primary function
isto provide the body with heat and
energy.

* The bright orange color of car-
rots tell you they’re an excellent
source of Vitamin A which is im-
portant for good eyesight, espe-
cially at night. Vitamin A helps
your body fightinfection, and keeps
your skin and hair healthy!

* Michigan and New Jersey pro-
duce 66 percent of all the blueber-
ries in the United States, followed
by North Carolina, Oregon and
Washington.

Western Kansas Center for Comprehensive
Dental Diagnosis & Rehabilitation
1690 W. 4th « Colby, KS
460-3999 or toll free 1-866-305-3999

« Comprehensive bite analysis

* Dental Implants: surgical placement
and restoration

molar and anterior teeth

Local DURO-LAST
Contractor

Murray Roofing

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

Jeffrey M. Rayl, D.D.S.

* TMJ/TMD diagnosis and rehabilitation
 LV. Sedation for all dental procedures
including surgical removal of wisdom teeth

» Complete endodontic services (root canal)

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING |(J&=
insurance

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc.

* Extensive cosmetic procedures
* Laser periodontal (gum disease) therapy
* Esthetic crown and bridge restorations;
all ceramic (no metal)
* General dental procedures: cleanings,
tooth colored fillings, partial dentures,
biologic dentures

FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

ARrT, ANTIQUES & MORE __
Partnering with

Bringing the Power of the Internet fo you...
Even if you don’t own a Computer!
With over 7 years of Internet Marketing Experience -
Let me help you turn your unused items into CASH!
Arr, Anmiques & Mok is taking consignments now to sell
your items on ebay®
For consignments or more information:

ART, ANTIQUES & MORE

Torre Conway ~ artnmore@iglide.net
888.212.0769 or 785.332.9080 ~ St. Francis

<5 Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Agent s

Kelly L.
FREWEN

INSURANCE
AGENCY

Elmer Kellner

Field Representative
U.S. 36 Highway Association, Inc.

www.ushwy36.com

The shortest route between

CKANSAS)

36

Office: (785) 332-2108
Fax: (785) 332-3121
Residence: (785) 332-3466
frewenins@sbcglobal.net

St. Francis, KS 67756-5901

eldorol @juno.com

Frewen, CLU, ChFC, CIC

115 W. Washington
ST. FRANCIS, KS 67756-0987

Indianapolis and Denver

785-332-2950




