GY6E WEWS

By Veda Wood

Toots Magers drove to Nor-
ton on June 29, and went with
Jane Engelhardt to Quinter
to Judy and Charlie Easton’s.
They visited with J.T. and
Denise Guy and Kurston and
Kendra.

June Jolly has been getting
good rains as we have. Again,
she says she is doing the same
ol’ thing, making afghans,
quilting twice a week and
swimming.

Kathy Van Meter and Lloyd
Frandsen visited his grand-
daughter in Colorado on Fri-
day. They paid an overnight
visitwith hersister, Margaret in
Loveland, Colo. on Saturday.
Other visitors were Steve and
Sabrina.

Emily Bader and Adrienne
Vacura had a cookout at our
city park Saturday evening for
birthdays of Carol Moye and
Skylar Hawkins. The kids had
a blast with balloons, a pinata
and the slides. Of course the
grown-ups had fun watching.
Kylie finally broke the pinata
after several might blows. The

park’s new bathroom is a won-
derful addition.

Toots Magers played pinoch-
le on Thursday. Matthew Helm
came in for a visit while in the
process of mowing. Another
visitor was Larry Van Otterloo.

We had a very good dinner
at Lyle on Sunday and lots of
good company, nineteen in all.
There is always more food than
we can eat. Joyce Sumner and
Toots Magers had five more
small quilts for me to take home
and hemorbind.Joyce delivers
them to the hospital.

Due to hail and very little
rain, Kathy Van Meter and
Lloyd Frandsen’s and many
others wheat harvest is not up
to par but the farmer’s keep
working on it and hope for a
better crop next year.

For the first time in several
years,Norcaturkids,[large and
small] were allowed the fun of
having their fireworks, and it
sounded like a good time was
had by all.

On Sunday, I went to Em-
ily and Darin’s home for a
scrumpious prime rib dinner.
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Moving education into the Information Age

In spite of the billions of dol-
lars spent on educational reform
since “A Nation at Risk” was
published in 1987, more than half
of America’s high school seniors
are not proficient in reading, and
75 percent can not do math, ac-
cording to the recently released
National Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress.

“Clearly,the current approach-
es to educational reform are
failing,” says notes educational
researcher and consultant Charles
M. Reigeluth, author of “Rein-
venting Schools: It’s Time to
Break the Mold.” “The problem
is that major aspects of our edu-
cational system were devised to
meet the societal needs of a by-
gone era.”

“We need to change the para-
digm — we need to move from
Industrial Age ‘factory model
schools’ to accommodate and
reflect Information Age needs
and realities.”

The Industrial Age in the Unit-
ed States, roughly 1830 to 1960,
was shaped by machinery and
mass production. Many jobs
moved from farms to factories,
which required workers — and
therefore students — who would
follow instructions and endure
repetitive, boring tasks, he says.

“We did not need to educate
many people to high levels, so
Industrial Age schools sorted stu-
dents, promoting the few needed
for managerial and professional

work, and flunking out the many
needed for the assembly lines,”
says Reigeluth, a former high
school teacher and Indiana Uni-
versity professor.

“Today, knowledge work is
more common than manual labor,
and our systems are far more com-
plex. All adults need a higher de-
gree of knowledge just to function
in society, so we can no longer
afford a system that is designed
to leave many children behind.”

Here are four Industrial Age
educational artifacts, according
to Reigeluth, and how to update
them for the Information Age:

* Time-based student progress:
Currently studentsinaclass move
on together to the next topic ac-
cording to the calendar, regard-
less of whether they have learned
the current material. Slower stu-
dents accumulate learning gaps
that make it more difficult for
them to master related material in
the future, virtually condemning
them to flunk out. The system is
designed to leave many children
behind.

A paradigm designed to leave
no child behind would allow each
student to move on as soon as he
or she has learned the current
material, and no sooner. This
requires “personalized learning™
and “learner-centered instruc-
tion” that is both high-tech and
high-touch.

» Standardized and other broad
tests: Rather than evaluating a

student based on how much he
or she has learned in a certain
amount of time, such as a 9-week
period, each student should be
evaluated to determine when
the material has been learned,
so we know when the student is
ready to move on. This is called
“criterion-referenced assess-
ment,” adifferent paradigm from
“norm-referenced assessment.”

“A big test with 20 different
topics,as we use now, shows only
how much a student knows com-
pared to other students,” Reige-
luth says. “In the Information
Age paradigm, all students are
expected to finish learning what-
ever they undertake tolearn. Like
aBoy Scout working on a badge,
each student continues to work
until the material is mastered.”

Assessments, then, are incre-
mental and cover asingle compe-
tency,or asmall set of competen-
cies. They certify mastery while
also helping guide learning by
showing students what they need
to continue working on.

e The traditional grading sys-
tem: The traditional grading sys-
tem indicates how well a student
performed compared to the other
students in a class — a tool that
is only effective in sorting stu-
dents. It’s not an effective way of
guiding and ensuring individual
student learning, and it tells you
little about what the student has
learned.

“Rather than achievement re-

flected as grades on areport card,
it would be reflected as lists of
skills and concepts that the stu-
dent has mastered,” Reigeluth
says.

e Locking students into grades:
Grade levels are incompatible
with the Information Age model
because students learn atdifferent
rates and become ready to move
on to different material at differ-
ent times. Grade levels are a key
feature of the time-based, sorting-
focused paradigm that served us
well during the Industrial Age,
butare detrimental to meeting In-
formation Age educational needs.

Instead, group students into
similar developmental levels,
which typically span three to
four years.

“Grouping developmentally,
rather than based on age or rigid
levels of content learning, ac-
counts for the different rates at
which children develop socially
and emotionally,” Reigeluth says.
“Children can remain in their so-
cial-emotional peer group while
working on projects typically
tackled by students of a higher or
lower age.”

DasH PLAQUES TO
FIrsT 100 ENTRIES

Registration
Downtown Norton
Courthouse Lobby,

8:00 a.m.-noon, Saturday

DRAG RACES

Saturday at 3:30, Norton Airport

Trophies to Top 20 Cars,
Top 3 Motorcycles
Top 1 Tractor
AWARDS TO BE AT 2:30 PM.

Vendors Contact Sue Urban
PHONE: 785-877-5535
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For MORE INFORMATION CoNTACT: GOOF URBAN - 785-877-5535;
BoB SprouL - 785-874-4620; MIKE PossoN - 785-877-3207
OR LyNN MENAGH - 785-871-7442

Don't forget to check out The Closet
while visiting the Classic
Car Show and Drag Race

% 785-874-5462

WORDEN
LAw OFFICE

thecloset@nortonks.com
Charles Worden
ATTORNEY AT LAw

212 S. Kansas, Norton - 785-877-3086

4 Jerry Jones,

OWNER
209 West Lincoln
Norton, Kansas
67654

“24-Hour
TowiNG SErvicE”

Doug’s
Alignment

4 209 W. Lincoln, Norton, Kansas
Phone: 785-877-5531

Your Under-Can Headquartons

Computer
Sales,
Service and

Destination

NOLH s

Hours: Mon. through Fri.: 9-5:30; Sat.: 9-5:30
Serving lunch from 11-2 Daily

Serving Brick Oven Pizza
115 W. Main, Norton - 785-877-2911

Enjoy the Car Show!!

Norton Sports Center

Mortorcycres, ATVs, UTVs, RUVs,
GoLF CARTS, LAWN MOWERS AND ACCESSORIES
Curtis and Debra Eveleigh (Owners)

15010 US Highway 36, Norton, KS
Phone: (785) 877-5452

Welcome to Norton

The citizens and businesses of Norton
welcome you to our community
Daily Specials

; Norton Travel
’ eeiieiooe | | and Tourism

203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 205 S. State, Norton - Phone 877-2501

Aluminum Monufacturing . L‘ .
N en 74 ge C/Ld/tg KWZL

DD&, MACD
N INC. Master of the Aecademy of General Demiristy
CORPORATION: PO. Box 386 — 109 N. Kamsas
16788 East Highway 36 - Norton, KS 67654 Norton, Kassasr G)GSY
PHONE: 785-877-5121
http://www.newageindustrial.com Phone: 785-877-2801

Norton Auto Supply

*Domestic and Import eDaily Availability of Over
140,000 Parts and Accessories
Carquest Coast-to-Coast Guarantee

102 N. 2nd Street
cn-nms-r Norton, Kansas 67654
® 785-877-3333

www.carquest.com

911 N. Second - 785-874-4066
Norton, Kansas 67654
OWNER: JARROD LAWSON

RESTORATION, INSURANCE CLAIMS,
GLASS, SEMI'S, CUSTOM PARTS,
TRACTORS, AND ALL BODY WORK

LAWSON AUTO BODY
AND CUSTOMS LLC

Body Shop

INVITING EVERYONE TO STOP IN FOR A
COOL ONE AFTER THE SHOW AND DRAGS!

Clas@anteras

A fa m 1'/y owned

wge&e

Su@elg and Kumber s E‘

business -
oneina
. S % chain o
Hlileaicon, é&‘jﬂtt’bﬂ)ﬂj” )

S — _‘, —_—

——— =

eleven

Repair

“IF YOU SUCCEED
WE SUCCEED”

101 S. Kansas Avenue, Norton, Kansas
PHONE: (785) 874-4844
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Norton, KS
785-877-2551

%araware, ‘ﬁ)@@/l‘ances

e (2 and LumBer
415 E. Holme, Norton - 785-877-2753

United Northwest
Federal Credit Union

912 N. Archer Avenue, Norton, Kansas
Phone: 785-877-5191

“Everything We Do We Do For You”

CHECKING AND SAVINGS Accounts, CD’s,
IRA’s, LoaNs, SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES
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