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Blue Jays second, third at state cross country

By DICK BOYD
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
Coach George Rossi’s Norton

Community High School girls
and boys cross country teams
placed runner-up and third
place, respectively, in the Class
3A State Cross Country Meet
on Saturday at Rim Rock Farm,
north of Lawrence.

“We were really proud of our
girls, who ran their hearts out
today,” said coach Rossi. “We
told our guys to run all out and
see what happens and they really
came out strong.”

Douglass repeated as the girls
champion with 76 points, fol-
lowed by Norton, 94; Salina Sa-
cred Heart, 121; Pleasant Ridge,
129; Riley County, 141; South-
east of Saline, 146; Sabetha, 159;
Osage City, 176; Hays TMP,
200; Cimarron, 225; Fredonia,
266; Pittsburg-SMC, 270.

Hutch Trinity was the boys
champion with 75 points, fol-
lowed by Scott City, 110; Nor-
ton, 123; Holcomb, 133; Riley
County, 136; Southeast of Sa-
line, 139; Wellsville, 165; Mar-
ion, 173; Sabetha, 192; Chero-
kee-SE, 219; Silver Lake, 221;
Burlington, 226.

This was the fourth straight
year that both the Norton girls
and boys have qualified as teams
for the state meet. Last year, the
Lady Jays also placed runner-up
and the boys were fourth in the
state meet.

A week ago, the Norton girls
won the Regional championship
and the boys were runner-up.

Also this season, the Norton
girls won the Norton Invitational
for the seventh year in a row and
the boys won it for the fourth
straight year. Also, the Norton
girls won the Mid-Continent
League championship for the
fifth year in a row and the Nor-
ton boys were league champions
for the ninth straight year.

GIRLS

Sophomore Sierra Griffith led
the Norton girls to the finish line
with a personal record time of
16:38 and 18th place finish to
earn a medal.

Second fastest for the Lady
Jays was senior Julia Kent, who
was timed in 17:02 and placed
26th. She was followed by ju-
nior Darcy Bainter, 17:10, 29th;
junior Katelyn Engelbert, 17:18,
32nd and freshman Molly Mad-
dy, 17:31, 37th.

Also running for the Norton
girls were senior Kamilla Jones,
17:37, 43rd and junior Marisa
Maddy, 18:10, 66th.

“We knew that Douglass
could win but we believed we
had a shot at them and it just
did not work out,” said coach
Rossi. “Our average time was
faster than last year and five of
our seven girls ran an average of
30 seconds faster than they did
last year but this year’s race was
blazing fast.

“Sierra Griffith set a personal
best and also became a two time
All-State runner despite having
a touch of stomach flu.

“Julia, Darcy, Katelyn, Molly,
Kamilla and Marisa all ran very
good races.

“This team comes out race
after race and competes with ev-
erything they have. We have had
a target on our back all year and
we were able to fight it off every
race.

“Douglass had not had a full
team until the regional race but
their top four girls all placed
in the top 15 last year and they
medaled all four again this year.
We just don’t have the speed to
match that. We did beat some
outstanding teams for second.
Pleasant Ridge had beaten us
at Rim Rock earlier and Sacred
Heart and Riley County ran very
close to us in other races.”

The top ten girls runners
were: Jordan Puvogel, Hia-
watha, 15:30.60, first; Emily
Sechrist, Hillsboro, 15:35.10,
second; Heather Ruder, Hays-
TMP, 15:44.50, third; Klair Gib-
son, Douglass, 15:52.50, fourth;
Stacy Pachta, Riley County,
15:56.50, fifth; Suzie Wright,
Douglass,  15:59.20,  sixth;
Aundrea Koger, Osage City,
15:59.50, seventh; Allison Stut-
terheim, Southeast of Saline,
16:01.00, eighth; Brenda McCo-
[lum, Leon-Bluestem, 16:01 .40,
ninth; Alex Elmore, Salina Sa-
cred Heart, 16:12.30, tenth.

BOYS

Norton senior John Renner ran a season best time Satur-
day in the Class 3A State Cross Country Championships
at Rim Rock Farm, north of Lawrence. His time sealed the
third place trophy for the Blue Jays.

Junior Marc Miller was fast-
est for the Norton boys with a
personal record time of 17:28
and 13th place to earn a medal.

Blue Jay freshman Brendon
Frack ran an outstanding race
with a personal record time of
17:44 and 22nd finish. He was
followed by junior Alec Hager,
personal record 17:55 and 30th;
sophomore Dalton Vanover,
personal record 18:25, 45th and
senior John Renner, season best
19:15, 77th.

Also running for Norton were
junior Keith Sander, season best
20:25, 95th and senior Ryan
Bainter, 21:05, 97th.

“Marc Miller had a personal
record time and became an All-
State runner,” said coach Rossi.

“Brendon Frack was the fast-
est freshman in 3A and nar-
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rowly missed a medal with a
personal record. Alec Hager
also set a personal record on the
tough Rim Rock course. Dal-
ton Vanover improved his time
from last year by over a minute
and set a personal record. John
Renner ran a season best time
and was our fifth runner who
sealed up the third place trophy
over the No.l ranked Holcomb
Longhorns.

“This is the first time since
2006 and only the second time
our boys have brought home a
trophy from state. These young
men laid it all on the line and it
paid off. They have had a good
season but placing at state is the
icing on the cake. We are very,
very proud of them!”

The top ten boys runners
were: Cory Donley, Salina Sa-
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Friday, Nov. 9
at the Norton Eagles Lodge

Social Hour at 5:30 p.m.;
AUCTION STARTS AT 8:00 P.M.

FOREVER
BANQUET

Steak Dinner at 7:00 p.m.

For More Information or to get Tickets Contact:
Dan Laver: 877-5181 or Brock Miller: 877-3354

oncologists,

Dr. Ahmed Awais
o
Great Plains

Regional Medical Center
Callahan Cancer Center

Oncology Services

Providing leading edge chemotherapy,
close to home.

Our friendly, certified chemotherapy nurses
and pharmacists work closely with the Callahan
Cancer Center in North Platte, and visiting

Dr. Maria DeVilla and Dr. Ahmed

Awais. Our beautiful new Oncology Services suite
offers plenty of comfortable space for infusions,
and will soon offer an area dedicated solely to
chemotherapy treatments.

Chemotherapy treatments from people who care
is one more way we make sure advanced care is
always available for you and your loved ones.

COMMUNITY
A=Y HOSPITAL

Advanced care. Always there.

1301 East H Street + McCook « 308-344-2650 + www.chmccook.org

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

With hair flying, Norton junior Katelyn Engelbert com-
petes Saturday for the Norton Lady Jays during their
runner-up finish in the Class 3A State Cross Country
Championships at Rim Rock Farm, north of Lawrence.

cred Heart, 16:03.50, first; Alex
Conn, Beloit, 16:15.80, second;
Johnny Adamson, Pittsburg-
SMC, 16:32.10, third; Cord-
ell Goering, Hutch Trinity,
16:36.90, fourth; Joey Meyer,
Scott City, 16:39 40, fifth; Jor-
dan Hett, Marion, 16:45.50,
sixth; Wyatt Ratzlaff, Phil-
lipsburg, 16:45.70, seventh;

Tony Weber, Pleasant Ridge,
16:51.60, eighth; Edgar Guti-
errez, Hutch Trinity, 17:05.80,
ninth; Jonah Aspegren, Wichita
Independent, 17:07.30, tenth.
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QOutstanding seniors

“We lose five outstanding
seniors: Kamilla Jones, Julia
Kent, Steph Hager, Ryan Baint-
er and John Renner,” said coach
Rossi.

“This is a very special group
as all except Steph were fresh-
men when I became the head
coach so we have been through
a lot.

“Kamilla and Julia brought
home trophies all four years and
Julia was a two-time All State
runner. Kamilla had a terrific

senior year, improving in every
meet she ran.

“Steph joined us her junior
year and worked hard every day
in practice.

“Ryan is a young man every
coach would want on their team.
He has so much heart and works
hard every day and just gives it
his all. John did not have his best
year but he came through in the
state meet with a season best that
brought home the trophy. What a
way to end your career!”

Many Thanks

“Thank you to the staff and stu-
dents at NCHS and NJHS for the
state sendoff,” said coach Rossi.
“Thank you to the Booster Club,
cheerleaders and parents for the
goodies. Thanks to Mr. Mann,
Mr. Perez and Mr. McEwen for
their outstanding support of the
Cross country program.

“Thanks to the parents, stu-
dents, fans and alumni who at-
tended the race Saturday. You
were the best, loudest and most
active fans on the course. Your
support means everything to our
team.

“For those who have never
been to a cross country meet,
you need to go. It is unlike any
other sport.

“Thank you to Dick Boyd and
the Norton Telegram for the great
coverage all year and thanks to
Deena Wente and KQNK for the
weekly radio broadcast. Norton
is blessed to have such great
coverage of all the school activi-
ties.

“Thanks to Lindsey Bailey for
being the best assistant coach
ever and to my wife, Sue, for all
her support.

“And, above all, thanks to the
team for making this another
outstanding year for Blue Jay
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SENATOR ALLEN SCHMIDT
A Clear Voice for the 40th Senate Dist.

WORKING FOR RURAL KANSANS

* Helped lead the battle to fund K-12 education
and keep rural schools open and viable.

* Working to develop needed rural housing for
economic expansion in Northwest Kansas.

* Supported and promoted small business and

Colonel (Ret.) Allen Schmidt
and Wife, Ellen
SERVICE

Career

of Columbus.

* 32 Year Active Duty and Reserve Army

* Kansas State Senator 36th District
e Coach, mentor, volunteer, Rotary, Knights

LEADERSHIP

expenses.

¢ Colonel (Retired) in the U.S. Army
Army Reserve Medical Command

Association
* Youth Group Leader

¢ Deputy Commander of the 27,000 Soldier

e First President of the Kansas Dairy

] B

o AllenSchmidtKS

www.Schmidt4Kansas.com

Paid for by Allen Schmidt for Senate, Elaine Pfannenstiel, Treas.

agriculture at every turn.

* Initiated an amendment to keep our
independent oil producers from losing their
exemption from the severance tax.

* Helped coordinated the effort to keep our
judges in rural Kansas.

* Led several efforts to honor our Veterans,
especially those who gave their lives.

* Defends dignity of life at all stages.

* Supported a balanced budget and a
day” fund surplus to cover unexpected

* Will vote the rural issues for their values to our
communities — not their
compliance with partisan lines.

m Nov. 6

“rainy

Senator Allen
Schmidt

Antiques, Collectibles, Furniture and Tools Auction

John Snyder, Harry Lowry and Others
Saturday, November 3, 2012

National Guard Armory - Norton, Kansas 67654

eAntiques and Collectibles eGarden, Yard, Sports
eHousehold Accessories eLinens eKitchen ltems
eCrocks and Pottery eSewing ltems eDishes
eAntique Mandolin, Pat. Oct. 26 ePaper Goods

eChildren’s ltems eAntique Farm ltems
eTools eMiscellaneous

VISIT OUR WEBSITES FOR FULL SALE BILL: www.krvn.com - select
auctions, choose November 3 or www.nex-tech.com - select free classi-
fied auctions or www.nwkansasonline.com - search for McEwen Auction
or www.auctionzhip.com - enter 67654

Duane R. McEwen - Auctioneer
& Salesperson

East Hwy 36

601 East Holme

Norton, KS 67654

785-877-3032

NG""O“

AUCTIONEER NOTES: The value of this

sale is high on the scale! The tools have
had tender love and care. The small items are
ready for use and there is quality in the furni-
ture lineup. Antiques are unusual and sure to
please. This is an early November sale just be-
fore daylight savings time ends and my crew
and | sure want to share it with you!




