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Dec. 19
Found open door, building 

search
Funeral escort
Vehicle stop
Welfare check
Dec. 20
Two welfare checks
Report of possible fight
Two vehicle stops
Dec. 21
Welfare check
Return for welfare check
Keys locked in vehicle
Request for extra patrol
Three vehicle stops
Dec. 22
Report of transient needing 

ministerial aid
Report of possible intoxicated 

individual
EMS assist
Request to remove individual 

from residence

Vehicle stop
Keys locked in vehicle
Dec. 23
Report of individual locking 

keys in house, 
Keys locked in vehicle
Two vehicle stops
Dec. 24
Motel checks
Keys locked in vehicle
Probation violation, one ar-

rest
Report of one vehicle acci-

dent
Vehicle stop
Dec. 25
Report of vehicle window be-

ing broken out
Received complaint concern-

ing expired license plate being 
run by Law Enforcement 

Welfare check
Two vehicle stops

P o l i c e  L o g

District Court
These transactions were taken 

from the records of filings in 
the offices of the District Court 
clerk at the Norton County 
Courthouse. Traffic and Wildlife 
and Parks cases are given to the 
paper when the fines are paid.

Dec. 22
Nov. 30-Raymond E. Colli-

gan, Norton; Charge: Speeding 
83 in 65; Found: Guilty; Fines 
and fees: $191.

Sept. 26-Christopher G. Cuth-
bertson, Norton; Charge: Oper-
ating a motor vehicle w/o valid 
license; Found: Guilty; Fines 
and fees: $173.

Nov. 29-Brooke Lynn Hale, 
Norton; Charge: Failure to wear 
seatbelt; Found: Guilty; Fines 
and fees: $10.

Dec. 10-Michael E. Housdon, 
Wichita; Charge: Speeding 76 
in 65; Found: Guilty; Fines and 
fees: $149.

Dec. 8-Edward Ray Sparks, 
Kansas City; Charge: Defec-
tive tail lamp on motor vehicle/
no tail lights on trailer; Found: 
Guilty; Fines and fees: $142.

P u b l i c  R e c o r d

Not
 pictured

The  Norton Telegram’s 
annual coloring contest wrapped 
up last week with eight winners 
named in the contest. 

In the ages 0-6 category, 
the first place winner was 
Rebekah Hendrickson. The 
second place winner was Matti 
Barrett. Honorable mention 

went to Beth Hester and second 
honorable mention went to 
Brian Bencomo. 

In the ages 7-12 category, 
the first place winner was 
Lori Moppin and the second 
place went to Justis Posson. 
Honorable mention was 
awarded to Kaytie Hendrickson 

and second honorable mention 
went to Ashley Buffington. 

The contest was sponsored by 
Norton Animal Health Center, 
The Bank, First Security Bank, 
End Zone, Norton Theatre, 
Norton Pizza Hut, Rainbow 
Lanes, Garden Gate Florals, 
Etc., Norton Sports Center, 

Here’s Your Sign, Woody’s 
Diner, United Northwest 
Federal Credit Union, First 
State Bank, Dairy Queen 
and the Norton Telegram. 
Judges for the contest were 
representatives from each of the 
banks sponsoring the contest. 

Lori Moppin Rebekah Henrickson Justis Posson Mattison Barrett

Ashley Buffington Brian Bencomo Kaytie Henrickson Beth Hester

Eight winners named in contest

By Ron Wilson, 
Huck Boyd Institute

A tornado rumbles across 
Reno county. Wherever it goes, 
Cliff Shank will be on the job, 
broadcasting the whereabouts 
of severe weather and more.

Last week we met Cliff 
Shank, owner of Ad Astra Per 
Aspera Broadcasting which in-
cludes four radio stations serv-
ing central Kansas. His stations 
are leaders in sports and severe 
weather coverage.

Cliff grew up near Salina. As 
a kid, he went fishing at a near-
by sandpit with his family one 
early spring day.

“We caught some fish and had 
a picnic,” Cliff said. “Then my 
mom got a concerned look on 
her face and said, `I have a bad 
feeling about the weather. Let’s 
pack up and get home.’” They 
did so, despite Cliff’s protests. 
But two hours later, a tornado 
developed and struck the very 
sandpit where they had been 
fishing.

“I don’t believe in ESP and my 
mom’s never done that before or 
since,” Cliff said, but this inci-
dent sparked a lifelong interest 
in severe weather. While study-
ing radio-television at K-State, 
his senior project was about se-
vere weather coverage by radio 
stations in Kansas.

Cliff went on to a career in 
broadcasting and eventually 
settled in Hutchinson. Today, 
he owns Ad Astra Per Aspera 
Broadcasting. It includes four 
FM stations: 94.7 KSKU, which 
does top 40; 95.9 KWHK, 
which carries oldies; 100.3 

KNZS which does classic rock; 
and 106.1 KXKU, which car-
ries country. These stations also 
specialize in sports and severe 
weather coverage.

“In our neck of the woods, I’m 
the severe weather guy,” Cliff 
said. When there is bad weather 
in or around Reno County, he is 
faithfully on the scene, report-
ing the storm’s whereabouts. 
He has had some close calls and 
was first-hand witness to storms 
which hit communities such as 
Hesston and the rural town of 
Willowbrook, population 87 
people. Now, that’s rural. Such 
weather reports are vital in rural 
communities.

“People have said to me, 
`Your coverage saved my fam-
ily’s life,’” Cliff said.

Sometimes disasters come 
from man-made sources as well. 
On Sept. 2, 2011, Cliff got a call 
at three in the morning. “Our 
news director told me that the 
radio station is on fire,” Cliff 
said. “By the time I got there, 
the fire chief said the building 
was a total loss and they need-
ed to demolish the remaining 
walls for safety. They brought 
in a backhoe. By eight p.m., the 
building we had been in for 25 
years was gone and hauled to 
the dump. I bawled like a baby,” 
Cliff said.

But he soon was working on a 
plan to get the stations back on 
the air. He arranged for a new 
location and had the stations 
broadcasting again in less than 
a month. “On the day after our 
zoning approval came through, 
our tower was up in the air,” 

Cliff said.
“Everybody has worked re-

ally hard,” Cliff said. He credits 
his wife Vicki, co-owner Mike 
Hill, and the sales staff for hard 
work and support.

“We’re kind of like family,” 
Cliff said. “Mike and I have 
worked together in 36 of the 38 
years I’ve been in broadcasting, 
and some of the sales staff I’ve 
known for 30 years.”

Cliff is especially proud of 
his own children, including 
son Chris who is a teacher and 
coach in Hill City, Stefanie who 
is an animator-illustrator in 
New York, and Jonathan who is 
a college librarian and musician 
in Chicago.

“Ad Astra Per Aspera is the 
Kansas motto, and it means To 
the Stars Through Difficulties,” 
Cliff said. “I think it’s a great 
description of becoming an en-
trepreneurial businessperson.”

Gloria Freeland, director of 
the Huck Boyd National Center 
for Community

Media, agrees: “Entrepreneurs 
must be quick to take advantage 
of opportunities and challenges. 
Cliff Shank has succeeded at 
that,” Freeland said. “To be able 
to come back after a devastating 
fire speaks to the courage and 
persistence of Cliff, his family 
and his co-workers.”

A tornado crosses central 
Kansas and Cliff Shank is on 
the scene. Whether reporting on 
severe weather or overcoming a 
disastrous fire of his own, Cliff 
Shank is making a difference in 
the broadcast industry of Kan-
sas.

‘To the stars through difficulties’ Call Mike 
with all your 
social news. 

877-3361

House Speaker Mike O’Neal 
(R-Hutchinson) assigned Rep-
resentative Ward Cassidy (R- 
St. Francis) to the House Appro-
priations Committee. Cassidy 
is serving his first term in the 
House and also serves on the 
Education, Budget, Corrections 
and Juvenile Justice Commit-
tees.

“Representative Cassidy has 
been an outstanding voice for 
western Kansas during his first 
year in the Legislature,” said 
Speaker O’Neal. “The Appro-

priations Committee will benefit 
from the perspective and experi-
ence he brings.”

The Appropriations Commit-
tee is composed of 23 House 
members and oversees the allo-
cation of state revenue to public 
schools, universities, prisons, 
social services and highways.

“I am honored by this appoint-
ment, and I look forward to rep-
resenting the western part of the 
state on Appropriations,” said 
Representative Cassidy. “From 
day one, Representative Cassi-

dy has been a credible, common 
sense voice on many issues in 
the Kansas Legislature, from 
education to the budget,” said 
Majority Leader Arlen Siegf-
reid (R-Olathe). “He is a tireless 
advocate for his district and for 
western Kansas. His leadership, 
hard work and dedication have 
been an incredible asset to our 
chamber.”

The Appropriations Commit-
tee meets daily at 9 a.m. during 
session in 351-S.

Cassidy appointed to Appropriations Committee

Since we have access to so 
many fun and curious facts 
about Kansas, I would like to 
ask questions each week to 
give you something to think 
about! This is the last week for 
questions! 1. What is the name 
of the wheat that is considered 
the father of our hard red winter 
wheat? The name of the wheat 
is Turkey Red Wheat. 2. In the 
late 1940s and 1950s, many 
small, local schools began con-
solidating or combining togeth-

er. What was this called? These 
were called unified school dis-
tricts. 3. What is the Kansas 
state bird? Montana, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Oregon and 
Wyoming also claim this bird 
as their state bird. The western 
meadowlark is the Kansas state 
bird. 4. What city is the biggest 
city in Kansas? Wichita is the 
biggest city in Kansas. 5. What 
is the name of the basketball 
player who wowed Wichita 
State University fans during 

the 1984-1985 basketball sea-
son as the first NCAA player to 
lead the nation in scoring (27.2 
points per game) and rebound-
ing (14.8 per game)? He was 
known as “X” or “X-Man and 
his name was Xavier McDan-
iel.  

Our December Artist of the 
Month is Gordon Mai from 
Wilson. Gordon has paintings 
and photography on display. 

H a n s e n  M u s e u m


