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Huskies host volleyball quadrangular

Lady Jays win volleyball opener

Blue Jay tennis team takes fifth

M-B-M
Motor Sports  and NEPRA

IMCA Sport Mods - URSS and IMCA 305 Winged Sprints
Kansas Antique Racers - Colorado Vintage Oval Racers 

for TWO DAYS OF RACING
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

AND SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
ELMWOOD PARK SPEEDWAY

URSS and IMCA 305 Winged Sprint Cars and IMCA Sport Mods will be
the competition attractions. Vintage Sprint Cars, Midgets, Modifieds
and Roadsters will have a static show and on track exhibition racing.

VINTAGE RACE SPONSORS INCLUDE:

-
-
-

-

PRESENTS

NORTON,
KANSAS

By  Dick Boyd
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
The Norton Community High 

School volleyball team opened 
the 2011 season under the guid-
ance of new head coach Kevin 
Jilka by winning the champion-
ship of a quadrangular meet at 
Northern Valley on Friday eve-
ning.

The Lady Jays defeated Lake-
side 25-17, 25-10; outscored 
Plainville 25-18, 25-19 and beat 
Northern Valley 25-20, 21-25, 
25-17.

 “Obviously, it was a great 
start of the season for us,” said 
coach Jilka. 

“Our girls played hard and 
hustled all night long. We made 
a lot of hustle plays  that kept us 
on top.

“We played a lot of different 
combinations and thought our 
girls handled it very well. 

“As a coaching staff, we 
couldn’t be more proud of the 
way we played overall tonight.

“Hopefully, our players un-

derstand we still have work to 
do and we need to get better. 

“We go to Osborne on Tues-
day to play Colby and Osborne. 
They will be very tough oppo-
nents and we need to be ready 
to play.”

Lakeside
Senior Erin Terrell was the 

leader in kills with 16, followed 
by junior Alec Melvin, 3; soph-
omore Johnnye Ruder, sopho-
more Bailey Ambrosier and ju-
nior Teslee Nickell, 1 each.

Ruder led in serving aces with 
3, followed by senior Caren 
Thomson and Melvin, 1 each.

Assists leader was Nickell 
with 4, followed by Thomson, 
2; Melvin, 1.

Plainville
Terrell led in kills again, this 

time she had 18 and was fol-
lowed by junior Bri Karnopp 
and Nickell with 1 each.

Senior Mariah Farber led in 
serving aces with 2, followed by 
Ruder, 1.

Ruder was also leader in as-

By Chuck Zimmerman
To use the words of the fa-

mous Mayberry station atten-
dant Gomer Pyle “Surprise, 
Surprise, Surprise.” 

This was the thought of the 
day as the Lady Huskies opened 
the 2011 Volleyball season at 
home hosting a quad against 
state-ranked Plainville, upper 
division 1A Lakeside and 3A 
Norton.

The Ladies played Plainville 
(who earlier in the week had 
been ranked in the top seven in 
Class 2A) first and came out a 
little timid [realize we are play-
ing two seniors, two juniors and 
three freshman who have never 
played in a varsity high school 
game] but as the set went on we 
started to gain some confidence 
and started to whittle away at the 
Cardinal lead until we surged 
ahead and won 25-23 to start the 
season off on a surprising note.

To top off the first game in 
the second set, we played with 
the gained confidence and did 
not let Plainville get too close 
and won 25-20 upsetting a state 
ranked team in our first contest 
of the season.

We then took on upper divi-
sion Lakeside and had our hands 
full as they were quick and fun-
damentally sound. We struggled 
at first, getting behind by seven 
early but started to adjust to the 
speed of their game and gradu-
ally came back to only lose by 

the score of 21-25.
That we came back and got 

close just told our group that we 
could play with the same speed 
and with the same intensity as 
the Knights and we started out 
in the second set with a lead and 
held on to win the second set, 
25-18.

In the third set the heat of the 
day got to us as we were play-
ing our second game in a row to 
Lakeside playing their first. We 
just ran out of steam and lost 16-
25.

In our final match of the day 
we played county neighbor 3A 
Norton. We again had to ad-
just to the strength of our op-
ponent, with Norton they have 
a “thumper” that our freshmen 
have never had to play against 
but again as the set went on our 
whole team made an adjustment 
and we started to come back but 
lost the first set 20-25.

And, just like with Lakeside 
we realized we could handle 
Norton’s style of play if we just 
relied on what is taught in prac-
tice. The ladies responded very 
well, handling the power hitters 
the Blue Jays threw at us and we 
won the second set 21-25.

In the third set, we learned 
a valuable lesson. Mistakes in 
close games will cost you a vic-
tory. We made too many errors 
in this third set and Norton took 
advantage and won 17-25.

Over all we had a surpris-

ing day, to say the least. A very 
inexperienced team taking on 
three bigger schools and actu-
ally holding their own in each 
contest and defeating a state-
ranked team.

This year’s team consists of 
senior Ashley Constable, who 
had a very good day in her over-
all play with many attacks that 
the opponents couldn’t handle. 
Also a senior is Melissa Hawks, 
primarily our defensive special-
ist who also hits for placement. 
Melissa had a good day also get-
ting the ball to our setter so we 
could start our combinations.

Juniors Erika Chandler, is one 
of our main hitters. Erika had 
many power hits while mixing 
in some off speed attacks to keep 
the defenses off balance, which 
scored us quite a few points. 
Haley Graham, also a Junior, 
had a very fine day with serving 
to spots that our opponents had 
trouble returning, passing and 
hitting when it was called for.

Our Freshmen class consists 
of Shilo Cline, who is serving 
as a defensive specialist. Kort-
ney Cunningham will be patrol-
ling the net, blocking and hit-
ting while also playing defense. 
Kortney had a good first day of 
competition while only being 
able to practice   four days be-
cause of an injury.

Makayla Smith will be our 
setter this season and had a very 
fine day as her team mates did 

Norton junior 
Teslee Nickell sets 
the volleyball for 
a potential kill by 
one of her team-
mates during Nor-
ton’s match with 
Northern Valley 
on Friday evening 
in Almena.

 - Telegram photo by 
Dick Boyd 

Northern Valley junior Erika Chandler hits the volleyball 
over the net during the Lady Huskies’ match with Norton 
on Friday night in Almena. Her teammate at left is freshman 
Makayla Smith. 

- Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

By  Dick Boyd
nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
Coach Jim Green’s Norton 

Community High School tennis 
team opened the 2011 season on 
Saturday with a fifth place fin-
ish in the annual Trego Varsity 
Round Robin Tournament in 
WaKeeney.

Tribune won the champion-
ship with 26 points, edging run-
ner-up Trego with 24 points and 
third place Phillipsburg, who 
scored 22 points.

Fourth place went to Rus-
sell with 19 points and Norton 
scored 16, followed by Colby, 
11; Mixed (Osb/N4/W4), 14; 
Mixed (P3/R3/W3), 8.

Junior Tawni Griffey played 
No.1 singles for Norton and 
picked up where she left off last 
season when she went unde-
feated to win the Class 3A state 
championship. 

Tawni shut out Rhett Brown, 
Russell, 6-0; shutout Megan 
Reding, Tribune, 6-0; shutout 
Kristen Lorenc, Russell, 6-0 to 
reach the finals where she shut-
out Sage Ratliff, Phillipsburg, 
6-0 to win the gold medal.

“Tawni marched through her 
opponents with a workman like 
precision,” said coach Green. 

“She met Sage Ratliff of Phl-
lipsburg in the first place match 
and again won 6-0 to stay un-
beaten and earn nine team points 
for us. 

“Tawni is our only player 
returning from last year’s var-
sity.”

Sophomore Haley Walling-
ford and junior Katie Koch 
played No.1 doubles for the 
Lady Jays and placed sixth. 

They lost 6-3 to Brittni Hayes 
and Desi Branick, Russell; lost 
6-0 to Kelcy Crittenden and 
Courtney Nemechek, Tribune, 
before defeating Abigail Buch-
holz, Trego and Kassidy Roth, 
Phillipsburg, 6-3. In the finals, 
they lost to Laurie Beard and 
Shelbie Christensen, Phillips-
burg, 6-1, to place sixth.

“Haley and Katie are playing 
together for the first time,” said 
coach Green.

“They got off to a slow start 
but improved during the day. 
Their sixth place finish added 
four points to our team score.”

Playing No.2 singles for Nor-
ton was junior Sierra Black. 
She lost 6-0 to Kelli Guden-
kauf, Russell; was outscored 
6-2 by Baily Harris, Tribune 
and outscored Cheyenne Phil-
lips, Trego, 7-5. She outscored 
Hanna Geibler, Colby, 6-1 in the 
finals to place fifth.

“Sierra is playing her first 
matches on the varsity,” said 
coach Green. 

“She was able to win one 
match in pool play and then also 
win the match for fifth place, 
which added three points to our 

team score.”
Norton sophomores Rickele 

Green and Ashley Hildebrand 
played No.2 doubles for Norton. 
The lost 7-5 to Taylor Hamel 
and Abby Dreher, Russell; lost 
6-2 to Evin Smith and Megan 
Robertson, Tribune and lost 6-4 
to Ellie Sherwood and Shaylee 
Flax, Trego. In the finals, they 
lost 6-4 to Bridget Bickner and 
Sara Lamm, Colby, to place 
eighth. 

“At No.2 doubles, we have 
two more players that are new to 
our varsity,” said coach Green. 

“Ashley and Rickele played 
three very close matches. Just a 
few points made the difference 
between winning and losing.”

Norton sophomore Jessica 
White played No.1 singles for 
one of the mixed teams. She lost 
6-4 to Kylie Dunn, Trego; lost 
6-0 to Sage Ratliff, Phillipsburg; 
and lost 6-2 to Megan Schroed-
er, Colby, and lost 6-4 to Kristen 
Lorenc, Russell in the finals. 

Next action
The Norton Lady Jay tennis 

team will be busy the next week. 
They will play in the Varsity In-
vitational in Hays on Thursday, 
beginning at 3 p.m.; travel to 
Colby on Saturday for the Lady 
Eagles’s tournament, beginning 
at 9 a.m. and play in the Phil-
lipsburg Invitational next Tues-
day, beginning at 1 p.m. 

a good job of getting the ball to 
her so she could deliver a hit-
table set to the hitters. She also 
had a good day of serving (as 
did our whole team). Khrissanna 
Van Patton, our fourth freshman, 
did a remarkable job in all areas, 
serving straight line serves, pass-
ing with good accuracy and even 
spiking the ball with authority to 
get her team some very valuable 
points.

Again, a very good opening 
day even though we came away 
with a 1-2 record we proved to 
ourselves that we could play 
with good teams and adjust to 
different styles of play and be 
successful.

sists and blocks with 1 for each 
category. 

Northern Valley
Once again, Terrell was the 

kills leader. She had 12 kills, 
followed by Melvin, 4; Thom-
son, 3; Nickell, 2.

Terrell also led in serving aces 
with 3, followed by senior Kylie 
Nuzum, 2; Thomson, Melvin, 
Nickell, 1 each.

In the digs department, Nu-
zum and Thomson led with 8 
each, followed by Terrell, 6; 
Melvin, 4; Farber, 1.

Nickell led in assists with 6, 
followed by Nuzum and Ruder, 

5 each; Terrell, 1.
Ambrosier led blocks with 1. 

Next action
Norton will travel to Osborne 

today to play Colby and Osborne 
in both varsity and junior varsity 
matches, beginning at 4:30 p.m. 

Varsity matches will be played 
in the South Gym. Order of 
matches is: Osborne vs. Colby, 
Colby vs. Norton, Osborne vs. 
Norton.

Junior varsity matches will be 
played in the High School Gym. 
Order of matches is: Osborne 
vs. Colby, Colby vs. Norton, 
Osborne vs. Norton. 


