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TORNADOES . . .
Tornado 
warnings 
include 
media, sirens 

Several warning systems 
are in place to ensure Norton 
County residents are aware of an 
approaching tornado, including 
sirens, the reverse 911 system 
and radio and tv announce-
ments. 

Norton County Sheriff Troy 
Thomson said the warning sys-
tems are designed to catch the 
most people. He said sirens are 
meant to be heard if residents 
are outside, while the tv or radio 
can be monitored from inside a 
home. 

“They (the sirens) are an out-
door warning device,” he said. 

People can also receive emer-
gency alerts on the reverse 911 
system, if they have registered. 
Registration can be done online, 
at https://login.coderedweb.
com/codereddataentry/index.
cfm?Groupid=1370

The reverse 911 system calls 
registered phone numbers sev-
eral times to warn people about 
emergencies, such as torna-
dos. 

Thomson said the warning 
systems cannot reach everyone, 
but people need to be proactive 
and monitor warnings them-
selves. 

“You have to take some re-
sponsibility,” he said. 

Environmental signs can also 
be monitored, in addition to the 
conventional methods. 

According to the National 
Weather Service, signs of an ap-
proaching tornado include:

• Strong, persistent rotation in 
the cloud base.

• Whirling dust or debris on 
the ground under a cloud base 
-- tornadoes sometimes have 
no funnel!

• Hail or heavy rain followed 
by either dead calm or a fast, 
intense wind shift. 

Many tornadoes are wrapped 
in heavy precipitation and can’t 
be seen.

• Day or night - Loud, con-
tinuous roar or rumble, which 
doesn’t fade in a few seconds 
like thunder.

• Night - Small, bright, blue-
green to white flashes at ground 
level near a thunderstorm (as 
opposed to silvery lightning 
up in the clouds). These mean 
power lines are being snapped 
by very strong wind, maybe a 
tornado.

• Night - Persistent lowering 
from the cloud base, illuminated 
or silhouetted by lightning -- 
especially if it is on the ground 
or there is a blue-green-white 
power flash underneath.
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— Always Be Prepared
— Listen to Watches and Warnings
— It’s Up to YOU to Seek Shelter

Before a Storm Arrives
It could be the most important
decision you will ever make
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InterestIng tornado Facts
•Each year, about a thousand tornadoes touch down in the United 
States, far more than any other country.
•Waterspouts are tornadoes that form over a body of water.
•A strong tornado can pick up a house and move it down the block.
•Nebraska, South Dakota, Oklahoma, Texas and Kansas make up 
Tornado alley, where tornadoes strike regularly in the spring and early 
summer.
•Many houses in tornado alley have strong basement shelters.
•Some people have seen inside a tornado with their own eyes and lived 
to tell about it.
•Knives and forks have been found embedded in tree trunks flung from 

a tornado.
•Usually a tornado starts off as a white or gray cloud but if it stays around 
for a while, the dirt and debris it sucks up eventually turns it black.
•The average tornado moves Southwest to Northeast, but tornadoes have 
been known to move in any direction
•The average forward speed of a tornado is 30 MPH, but may vary from 
stationary to 70 MPH.
•Peak tornado season in the southern states is March through May; in 
the northern states, it is late spring through early summer.
•Tornadoes are most likely to occur between 3 p.m. and 9 p.m., but can 
occur at any time.
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