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Shop Norton

Norton merchants have gone all out
to make your Christmas shopping easy

Opinion

Fire: officers keep crowd block away from scene

Phase II
Mary Kay
Woodyard

What’s the problem? Alcohol!
I remember the day very well.  

Tessa, my daughter-in-law, 
and I had just returned from 

eating dinner.  I turned on CNN 
and heard there had been a shoot-
ing at Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity in Tacoma, Washington.  My 
thoughts suddenly went to our 
dear friend, Jim, a music profes-
sor, at the college, and his wife, the 
dean of student affairs. 

“I’ll call later to make sure ev-
erything is okay,” I thought to my-
self. Five minutes later the phone 
rang. It was Judy, Jim’s wife, and I 
knew. A gunman had walked up to 
Jim and shot him point blank four 
times. He didn’t know Jim and Jim 
didn’t know him, but the gunman 
had stalked another professor in 
the music department for 30+ 
years and decided to shoot the next 
person who walked out of the mu-
sic building. It was the gunman’s 
sick attempt to gain the attention 
of the woman whose life he had 
impacted.  After shooting Jim, he 
laid down an eight page letter and 
turned the gun on himself. 

After a series of killings on col-
lege campuses some schools are 
advocating and in some cases are 
allowing students over 21 to carry 
concealed weapons. I am a firm 
believer in gun rights, but within 
reason. College campuses are one 

of the safest havens in our country. 
Your chances of being shot on 
a campus are 62 out of 100,000 
compared to the general popula-
tion of 462 out of 100,000. 

Although we own guns, I am 
well aware of the dangers of using 
a gun for self defense.  Data sug-
gests the mere presence of a gun 
in your home raises your chances 
of being killed or injured. 

A major problem facing youth 
on campus is alcohol usage. Any 
time one combines alcohol and 
college students and then factor in 
a concealed weapon, well, you get 
the picture.  Consider this:

• More than 696,000 students 
between the ages of 18 and 24 
are assaulted by another student 
who has been drinking (<http://
www.collegedrinkingpreven-
tion.gov/NIAAACollegeMateri-
als/TaskForce/References_00.
aspx#hing2005>Hingson et al., 
2005).

• More than 97,000 students 

between the ages of 18 and 24 are 
victims of alcohol-related sex-
ual assault or date rape (<http://
www.collegedrinkingpreven-
tion.gov/NIAAACollegeMateri-
als/TaskForce/References_00.
aspx#hing2005>Hingson et al., 
2005).

• An estimated 110,000 students 
between the ages of 18 and 24 are 
arrested for an alcohol-related 
violation. 

To date this year there have 
been 13 college students killed 
on campuses. Between 2000 and 
2005, an average of four per year 
were killed. To be sure there have 
been increased numbers each year 
since and it is a problem which 
needs to be addressed, however 
a knee jerk reaction is seldom 
responsible and surely this is one 
of those cases. 

Jim would have been horrified 
to think his death was an impetus 
for carrying a weapon. Jim ab-
horred violence of any kind. He 
was a hunter and a great proponent 
of our personal rights, but he also 
was aware of human frailties. His 
life was a reflection of peace thus 
it only seems fitting for his death to 
be a rallying cry not for concealed 
weapons but for identifying and 
treatment of those with mental 
illness. 

To... R.W. Yeager, for your ar-
ticle in the paper. (called in)

To... the people buying tickets 
to the Fort Hays State basketball 
games (Dec.5) with some of the 
proceeds going to the Norton High 

you! (e-mail)

(To submit a name or names, e-
mail tom.d@nwkansas.com, call 
either 877-3361 or 877-6908, fax 
877-3732, mail to 215 S. Kansas 
Ave. 67654 or drop by the office. 
Thanks for your continuing input. 
-td)

Thumbs Up

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)

City police officers at the scene 
tried to keep people about a block 
away from the elevator. One resi-
dent, who lives just north of the 
elevator, came home in the middle 
of the event but wasn’t allowed 
to stay.

“There was a very small danger 
of the elevator exploding,” said 
Norton Police Chief Pat Morel. 
“It was just a safety precaution 
to send her back to her sister’s. 
She was allowed to go back to her 
house later that evening.”

“The employee who smelled 
the smoldering grain stayed after 
the fire trucks left and checked the 
rest of the bearings, took out any 
that were hot to prevent another 
incident. He is to be commended 
for checking on things and going 
the extra mile that night,” said Mr. 
Jepsen.

Contractors were at the elevator 
shortly after 8 a.m. on Wednes-
day to look over the equipment, 
and see if anything needed to be 
changed.

“The bearing was replaced 

choir. (e-mail)

To... Dave Browne II, you hit 
the nail on the head. (e-mail)

To... the Norton Community 
High School choir, we’re looking 
forward to your performances at 
the basketball games at the uni-
versity in Hays. We’re proud of 

within a few hours Wednesday 
morning, and there should be 

no more problems,” said Mr. 
Jepsen.

Telegram: Cookie Contest in second year
which can only be spent at the 
participating sponsors.

Cookie Contest
The Norton Telegram’s Sec-

ond Annual Cookie Contest was 
started last year as a way to help 
raise money for God’s Pantry. This 
contest is slightly different from 
last year, as well. 

“We have two categories, one 
for ages 13 and up, and another 
for 12 and under,” said ad man-
ager Christie Anderson. “We have 
more sponsors and more prizes.”

There will be first, second and 
third place prizes awarded tin each 
category.  “First place for both cat-
egories will be a trophy, provided 

by End Zone, an embroidered 
apron provided by Stitch Up A 
Storm; and a six-month subscrip-
tion to The Norton Telegram,” 
said Dana Paxton, advertising 
representative. “Second place for 
both categories will be a cookbook 
and measuring cups. Third place, 
also for both categories, will 
be three premier tickets to The 
Norton Theatre and a cookbook,” 
she said.

Contestants need to bring two 
dozen home-made cookies to the 
Telegram’s office by 9 a.m. on 
Friday, Dec. 12. There is a $5 en-
try fee, and the number of entries 
per person is unlimited. Voting 
begins at 11:30 a.m. and continues 

throughout the day until 4 p.m. It 
costs a quarter to cast a vote for a 
cookie, and the number of votes a 
person can submit are unlimited. 
All proceeds from the cookie con-
test will go to God’s Pantry, which 
helps provide food to families in 
times of need. Anyone who wishes 
may bring food items to be deliv-
ered to God’s Pantry.

“Last year, we donated more 
than $566 to God’s Pantry. We are 
hoping to have even more people 
enter their cookies this year,” said 
Mrs. Anderson.

Co-sponsoring the cookie con-
test with The Telegram are Stitch 
Up A Storm, End Zone, Destina-
tion Kitchen, Norton Theatre.

Get Christmas Cash, FREE Phones and 
FREE Service from Nex-Tech Wireless!

MOTOROLA KRZR
• Camera phone
• Music player
• Bluetooth enabled
• Expandable memory
   up to 1 GB

FREE!SWITCH TODAY AND RECEIVE A

per phone activated

ACTIVATION
FREE! 2 MONTHS SERVICE

FREE!

Oh! Christmas
FREE!

Oh! Christmas

Norton
117 North Norton

785-877-4135
Toll Free: 877-550-7872

6 Col X 6 inches

We’re open until 
7:00 p.m. the fi rst 

three Thursdays in 
December!

*With quali� ed rate plan and 2 year service agreement. Certain restrictions apply. See stores for details. Free service includes monthly access fee only. Taxes, features, surcharges and overages are the customer’s responsibility. Nex-Tech Wireless is eligible to receive support from the Federal Universal Service Fund in designated areas. As a 
result, Nex-Tech Wireless must meet reasonable requests for service in these areas. Questions or complaints concerning service issues may be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission O�  ce of Public A� airs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.
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