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Wind energy focus of meeting

County: Hardship noted

TFI Family Services Inc.
TFI Family Services, a state wide mental health/social service agency, has 
immediate openings for a full time Resource Family worker in our Phillips-
burg offi ce.
Responsibilities include managing caseload of foster care placements, co-
ordinating with other agencies that provide services, assessing placement 
needs, safety, family strengths and resources for child and foster/kinship 
caregivers. Licensed Master’s or Bachelor’s degree in Social Work preferred. 
Bachelor’s degree in social service fi eld with two or more years of experi-
ence is required.
BENEFITS INCLUDE: Paid health/dental/life insurance, 401 (k) employer 
matched plan, paid holidays, sick, and vacation, annual longevity bonus, 
overtime pay, fl exible work schedules, agency vehicle fl eet, and more....

SEND LETTER OF INTEREST AND RESUME TO:
Human Resource Department

TFI Family Services
PO Box 2224, Emporia, KS 66801
or apply on-line at website below
TFI is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Service Provider

To learn more about
TFI, visit our website,

www.the-farm.org
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When Mr. Ohlsen is doing yard 
work, Tink is always near him, 
too.

The Ohlsens say they always 
know where Tink and Big Boy are, 
just by listening to their chirps.

“They have very distinctive 
chirps,” said Mrs. Ohlsen, “which 
are easy to tell apart from the other 
birds that live nearby.”

 The Ohlsens hope Tink and 
Big Boy will fl y off and learn to 
fend for themselves. They’ve 
been feeding them less and less 
each day in hopes that the babies 
will learn to get food themselves, 
though it’s too early to tell how 
well it’s working.

Kingbirds are from the genus 
Tyrannus, which means “Ty-
rant.” They are large insect-eating 
birds. Adults are grey-olive on the 
back and wings, with a dark line 
through the eyes, like a mask. 
The undersides are a light orange-
yellow. They have long pointed 
wings and large broad beaks. They 
have a long black tail with white 
outer feathers.

Kingbirds get their name from 
their “take charge” behavior, and 
will aggressively defend their ter-
ritory from even much larger birds 
like hawks.

Though they are migratory 
birds, fl ying in fl ocks to Florida 
and the Pacifi c coast of Mexico 
and Central America, the Ohlsens 
aren’t sure if Tink and Big Boy 
will go or not, since they don’t 
have parents to teach them. 

“If they don’t migrate, we aren’t 
sure what we’ll do.  They have 
been coming to us less and less, 
and have been hanging around 
with an adult kingbird. We’re 
hoping they’ll take off and mi-
grate with the adult,” said Mrs. 
Ohlsen.

In the meantime, Mrs. Ohlsen is 
contacting bird sanctuaries to fi nd 
out what the next step is.

“We spent a lot of time making 
sure they survived the fi rst three 
weeks, and we’d hate to see them 
not make it through the winter,” 
said Mrs. Ohlsen.

Birds:
Always know
where they are 

Kolaches by the hundreds

Mr. Archer said that he was 
against the road closing because 
he uses the road being considered 
and it would pose a hardship for 
him if they decided to close it.

Mr. Wyrill asked the commis-
sioners if they would consider 
allowing him to place cattle guards 
on the road in question. County 
Attorney R. Doug Sebelius said 
that it would take a considerable 
amount of study and research 
prior to approval because there 
are questions with the road laws, 
open grazing, county liability and 
insurance. The commissioners 
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said they would like to review 
state documents pertaining to 
cattle guards, road signage and 
several other questions.

Questions about alternate routes 
and bridge concerns were brought 
up. The landowners present voiced 
their opposition to closing the road 
and asked the commissioners to 
leave it open. Mr. Wyrill asked the 
commission to view a map with 
the range land involved, and said 
that if the closing did not work and 
cattle guards were not allowed, he 
would like to have the commission 
allow a fence in the corner of the 
section.

The commissioners closed 
the meeting saying they would 
review all the information and 
make a decision, and they would 
inform the landowners of their 
fi nal decision.

Curt Archibald, Norton County 
Solid Waste Supervisor, gave his 
weekly report.  He said the City 
of Norton’s recycling loads are 
increasing, and that each week 
since the new recycling schedule 
started the weight has increased. 
Mr. Archibald also said there 
seems to be better interest in the 
recycling program after the City of 
Norton sent out the letter regard-
ing recycling.

Mr. Archibald said the inmate 
labor at the landfill is working 
better now with the new regula-
tions in place. He said crews are 
being monitored more closely 
and several checks have been put 
into place.

At 11:45 a.m., the commission 
went into executive session for 15 
minutes to discuss attorney-client 
information with County Attor-
ney Sebelius. The commission 

returned to open meeting at noon 
with no action taken.

Jane Wyatt, Emergency Medical 
Services Director, gave her report 
on department operations. Mrs. 
Wyatt said she and Pat Pomeroy 
attended a Norton County Hospi-
tal medical staff meeting that day 
and reported on the discussion at 
the meeting and gave the commis-
sion information of which they 
needed to be made aware.

Several other topics were dis-
cussed with Emergency Medical 
Services personnel, including 
staffi ng questions they had for the 
commission. 

There was also a brief discus-
sion about the new Emergency 
Medical Services facility.

 Marjorie Hartzog, left, and Helen Rhodes worked together to make centers for the kolache 
fi llings. The women, along with others, joined forces a week ago Friday to make over 100 
dozen of the treats for the Jennings Firemen’s Fun Day.  

—  Oberlin Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

By BRANDY LEROUX
bleroux@nwkansas.com

Thirteen northwest Kansas 
county representatives, including 
Norton County, met on Aug. 13 to 
decide if they would be interested 
in together forming a consortium 
to bring wind energy to this area 
of the state.

Diane Becker, Norton County 
Economic Development Director, 
attended the meeting. 

“There was a great turnout from 
all the counties invited. The entire 
room was full, which is indicative 
of the high level of interest in the 
subject,” said Miss Becker.

She said there are several hur-
dles to overcome if all the counties 
agree to form the consortium. The 
commissioners will need to fi rst 
defi ne the purpose of the group 
whether it be strictly regulatory 
or will undertake a more active 
approach. After the scope of the 
organization is defi ned, the com-
missioners will need to research 
the various options for wind en-
ergy regulation and craft a plan 
that best fi ts our region.

“With a consortium of counties 
agreeing upon a uniform set of 

regulations, it will prevent some 
of the challenges that the wind 
developers commonly face when 
developments cross county lines 
and each county has their own set 
of regulations. More importantly, 
it will give the northwest Kansas 
region a competitive advantage 
in wind development,” said Miss 
Becker.

This past spring, the Solomon 
Valley Resource Conservation 
and Development hosted a one-
day conference in Phillipsburg in 
an effort to inform the public about 
the complex wind energy indus-
try.  Kansas Lieutenant Governor 
Mark Parkinson spoke about the 
issues surrounding wind energy.

Lt. Gov. Parkinson also serves 
as the chairman of the Kansas 
Wind Working Group, a 33 mem-
ber group appointed by Governor 
Kathleen Sebelius in Jan. 2008 to 
“educate stakeholder groups with 
the current information on wind 
energy markets, technologies, 
economics, policies, prospects 
and issues,” according to the Wind 
Working Group website.

There will be a Kansas Wind 

and Renewable Energy Confer-
ence Sept. 23 and 24 at the Ramada 
Inn in Topeka.

“I urge everyone to attend these 
meetings, whether they are for 
or against wind energy, to learn 
about the industry and to provide 
input to our local leaders,” said 
Miss Becker.

“There are many websites that 
provide more information on wind 
energy.  I suggest starting with the 
Kansas Corporation Commission, 
Energy Programs Division web-
site www.kcc.state.ks.us/energy,” 
said Miss Becker.
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2008 Jeep Wrangler, Unlim., Flame Red . . . . . . . . . . .$27,370
2008 Dodge Nitro SXT, 4 Dr., Silver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18,995
2008 Dodge Dakota TRX, Crew, Det. Yellow . . . . . . . . $31,300
2008 Dodge Caravan GR, SE, Inferno Red . . . . . . . . . $22,435
2008 Dodge Caravan GR, SXT, White . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25,610
2008 Dodge Caliber SXT, 4 Dr., White  . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,995
2008 Dodge Caliber, SXT, Blue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,500
2008 Dodge Avenger SE, 4 Dr., Sunburst . . . . . . . . . . $16,995
2008 Dodge 3500 SLT, QD Cab, Silver, Diesel  . . . . . . $39,675
2008 Dodge 3500 C-C, QD Cab, Lt. Khaki, Diesel . . . . $38,385
2008 Dodge 2500 SLT, QD Cab, Inferno Red, Diesel . . $38,360
2008 Dodge 1500 SLT, QD Cab, Silver, Hemi  . . . . . . . $29.800
2008 Chrysler Town & Country, Touring, Clrwtr Bl . . . $28,590
2008 Chrysler Town & Country, Touring, Modern Blue $24,920
2008 Chrysler Town & Country, Touring, Blue  . . . . . . $23,500
2008 Chevrolet Impala LT, 4 Dr., Red . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,995
2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, Wagon, Dr. Purple . . . . . . . . . $26,000
2007 Pontiac G6 GT, 4 Dr., White. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,995
2007 Jeep, Compass SP Sport, 4 Dr., White . . . . . . . . $16,995
2007 Dodge Charger RT, Inferno Red . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25,000
2007 Dodge Caravan GR, SXT, Silver . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,995
2007 Chrysler Pacifica, Touring, Atlantic Blue  . . . . . . $19,995
2006 Dodge Dakota SLT, 4 Dr. Cab, Gray . . . . . . . . . . .$17,500
2006 Dodge Charger SE, 4 Dr., SE Silver  . . . . . . . . . . $14,995
2006 Chrysler Town & Country, Touring, Black. . . . . . $18,995
2006 Chrysler Town & Country, Touring, Magnesium . .$17,995
2006 Chrysler Town & Country, Limit., Magnesium  . . $19,995
2006 Chrysler Pacifica Touring, Inferno Red  . . . . . . . $15,995
2006 Chrysler Pacifica, Touring, White. . . . . . . . . . . . $18,995
2005 Jeep Liberty Sport, 4 Dr. Wagon, White. . . . . . . $13,995
2005 Jeep Liberty, 4 Dr., Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,995
2005 Jeep Liberty, Limited, 4 Dr., Wagon, White . . . . $15,995
2005 Jeep Grand Cher. Laredo, 4 Dr., Wg., Silver. . . . $16,995
2005 Dodge GR Cara., Sport, 4 Dr., Van, Mdn. Blue . . $15,995
2005Dodge Caravan, SXT, SWB, Butane . . . . . . . . . . . $10,995
2004 Jeep Liberty Sport, Khaki . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,995
2004 Dodge Ram Pickup, Laramie, 4 Dr., Cab,
   Black Hemi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,995
2004 Dodge Grand Caravan, 4 Dr., Silver  . . . . . . . . . $10,995
2004 Chev. Silverado, 4x4, 4 Dr., Sandstone . . . . . . . $14,995
2002 Ford Focus, Wagon, White  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,995
2002 Dodge Gr. Cara. Sport, 4 Dr. Van, Steel Blue . . . . $7,750
2002 Dodge Durango, 4x4, Silver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,995
2002 Dodge 2500 V-10, QD Cab, White . . . . . . . . . . . $13,500
2002 Dodge 1500 SLT, 2 Dr. Cab, Lt. Almond . . . . . . . . $7,500
2001 Pontiac Montana, White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,995
2001 Ford F250, XL, 4 Dr. Cab, Blue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13,995
2001 Dodge Dakota, SLT, Reg. Cab, White . . . . . . . . . . $8,995
2001 Dodge 2500 Diesel, Laramie, White, 4x4  . . . . . $12,995
2001 Dodge 1500 SLT, QD Cab, Maroon. . . . . . . . . . . . $6,995
1997 Ford F250, Diesel, XLT, 4x4, Super Cab, Red . . . . $9,995
1997 Ford Expedition, 4 Dr., Green . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,500
1995 Dodge Ram Pickup, SLT, Reg. Cab, White. . . . . . . $4,995
1993 Ford F350 Diesel, XL, Flatbed, Reg. Cab, Tan, 4x4 $7,500
1993 Dodge F350 Pickup SLT, Diesel, 2 Dr. Cab, White $7,500
1991 Chev. C3500 Base, 2 Dr. Cab, Blue  . . . . . . . . . . . $2,995
1990 Ford F150 XLT, Reg. Cab, Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,950
1982 Ford F150 XL, Reg. Cab, White  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,200
1980 Ford F150 Custom, Reg. Cab, Brown/White . . . . . . $1500
1976 Ford F150, Red . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2500
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