
Norton graduate is key member
of Wildcats trapshooting team
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Brian Luft, Norton member of the Kansas State University shooting team, expelled spent
shells between rounds of trap doubles during a collegiate trapshoot at Powder Creek Shoot-
ing Park in Lenexa. — Courtesy photo from Kansas City Star

By DICK BOYD
Brian Luft, a former member of

Norton’s BB Gun Team who com-
peted in the International Champi-
onships, has continued to use his
marksmanship expertise as a key
member of the Kansas State Uni-
versity Trapshooting Team.

After his BB gun competition,
Luft graduated to the Norton
County 4-H trapshooting program
while in high school. At the same
time, he competed in league trap-
shooting in Oberlin.

After graduating from Norton
Community High School in 2004,
Luft enrolled at Kansas State Uni-
versity. Late in his freshman year,
he learned about the trapshooting
team and shot with them, but not
competitively. During his recently
completed sophomore year, Luft
competed on the team and was one
of the top trapshooters.

 Shooting for the Wildcats in an
Amatuer Trapshooters Association
sanctioned Fall Handicap Shoot in
Wichita last October, Luft won
singles with a 96 x 100 score, after
a three-way tie shootoff. Along with
the championship, he won a
Remington 22 caliber rifle.

The K-State marksmen com-
peted in the National Champion-
ships sponsored by the American
Collegiate Union International at
the National Shooting Complex in
San Antonio, Tex. on April 4-10
and placed seventh. Having placed
22nd the year before, the K-State
team won the “Most Improved
Team” Award.

“That was a big jump! Twenty
years ago K-State won two na-
tional titles but we’ve had to revive
the program,” said coach Fred

Smith, who is also an instructor of
accounting.

“We have about 30 shooters in
our club. Half are on the recreational
side and the other half compete
collegiately in sporting clay, skeet
and trap. We have about eight col-
legiate matches a year, half in the fall
and half in the spring.

“For a lot of college students,
money’s the biggest issue to get
started shooting. Competitive
level shotguns can cost $2,000 to
$10,000. When I take my team to
practice at the Tuttle Creek shoot-
ing club in Manhattan, it costs club
members $5 a round and $5 for a
box of shells.

“We received $800 from the
university the past school year and
we raised $18,000 on our own. We
had a lot of money raisers. We sent
12 shooters to the nationals and it
cost $500 per person.

“When I got involved with this,
I was amazed at the lack of infra-
structure. At the collegiate level,
the NCAA recognizes rifle and
pistol competition but there’s
nothing for shotgun sports. Until
somebody comes forward and or-
ganizes this, the schools have to
organize shoots on their own.
Right now, it’s pretty much a
freelance sport.”

The K-State team has received
great support from Norton and the
surrounding area. They have re-
ceived donations from New Age
Industrial Corp., Inc. and Bill
Bussen, local wildlife photogra-
pher, donated a wildlife picture to
be auctioned. Other local citizens
have purchased t-shirts and helped
with fund raisers. Scott Carlson,
Atwood, has sold guns and choke

tubes to the marksmen at his cost.
Smith, 48, is a relatively new

competitive shooter. He won the
2005 Trap & Field Magazine
“Rookie of the Year” Award.

Smith said he knows of no col-
lege other than Lindenwood Uni-
versity of St. Charles, Mo., that
offers scholarship aid in shotgun
sports. Lindenwood has one of the
sport’s top programs.

Luft won his Class C in singles
in a registered shoot in Wichita in
April. The Kansas State team
competed in the State Shoot on
June 9 in Wichita and won the
championship. Luft won the Class
C singles championship with a
score of 193 x 200.

In an ATA-sanctioned shoot in
Holdrege on June 17, Luft won
Class C singles with a 97 x 100 and
was high overall (singles, handi-
cap, doubles) with a score of 270
x 300. In another ATA shoot at
Manhattan on July 1-2, Luft won
handicap singles with a 189 x 200
on Saturday and handicap singles
with a 92 x 100 on Sunday.

On July 8 in an ATA shoot in
Hays, he won Class C doubles with
a 168 x 200. In another ATA shoot
on July 9 in  McCook, Luft scored a
271 x 300 to win high overall.

In the Kansas Traspshooting
Association Summer Handicap in
Wichita on July 13, Luft placed
second in singles with a 193 x 200.

“Brian is really a consistent
shooter,” said coach Smith.

“He can score in the mid-90s all
the time. He works hard and has
fun with it. Brian also gets in-
volved in the fund raisers.”

Luft is the son of Vivian and
Mike Luft of Norton.

money to small schools, in the
state finance formula. It’s also
important to not
put a lot of bur-
den on local
property taxes,
he said.

“The state
needs to fund
every district
equitably,” he
said.

He said state
parks are important, but the De-
partment of Wildlife and Parks
needs to work within its budget.
Secretary Mike Hayden has asked
for a $5-a-year tax on all vehicle
registrations to boost the park
fund.

The department should be fo-
cusing on the land they have,
rather than trying to buy more pri-

vate land, Mr. Faber said.
“They need to take care of what

they have,” he said.
Tax cuts, he added, are some-

thing he always looks for.
“We need to attract more busi-

ness so we can put more people to
work,” he said. “Western Kansas
has abundant water and a very
good work force, which is a good
draw for new business.”

Rep. Faber said tax breaks might
be a way to get the people raised
in western Kansas to come back
and raise their families, boosting
the enrollment base for schools.

A Rawlins County farmer and
rancher, Rep. Faber and his wife
Renee live on their farm in the
southwest corner of the county.

Their address is out of Brewster,
and he’s a former member of the
Brewster School Board.

The district covers Norton,
Decatur, Phillips, Cheyenne and
Rawlins counties.

Rep. Faber will be facing
Democrat Bob Strevey of Nor-
catur for the third time in six years
in the November general election,
but remains unopposed in the Aug.
1 primary. The last two times, he’s
beaten his Republican opponent.

“I’ve always been a common-
sense conservative,” he said. “I
think I reflect the district I live in.

“When people vote for me,
they’re voting for experience. I
know the ropes and can get the job
done for us out here.”

and parks, he said. The lake in
Norton, with its state park and state
wildlife area, is
short on money
and it doesn’t
seem that the fa-
cility has legis-
lative support at
all to help keep
it going.

• Rep. Faber,
said Mr.
Strevey, voted
for the private prisons bill. A
former employee at the prison in
Norton, Mr. Strevey said he op-
poses the private prisons bill. This
was a provision to a bill for stricter
rules for sex offenders. There are
a lot of jobs connected with the
prison in Norton, he said, and if the
state goes to private prisons, then
those jobs go away.

• On school finance, said Mr.
Strevey, the state Supreme Court
should only serve as a referee.

The court overstepped its
bounds when it said how much
money should be spent on the
schools, he said. The legislators
responded with more money and
now the court needs to back off, he
said.

The court needs to give the pro-
cess some time to work, Mr.
Strevey added, saying that he
doesn’t favor punishing the court

in any way.
• Mr. Strevey said he is unhappy

that the state is borrowing huge
sums of money, piling up the state
debt. The Republican party con-
tinues to push for tax cuts, he said,
and that is putting a tremendous
burden on grandkids. This needs
to stop.

The last tax cuts were for busi-
nesses buying machinery or build-
ings. Part of the reason this wasn’t
in the best interest of the state is
that most of that money was then
going to urban areas.

He said he has talked with the
county commissioners in his dis-
trict, and they have said that the
counties are constantly losing
money because of something the
state does. The counties are being
squeezed, he said. This is just a
precursor to the state government
saying that counties aren’t doing
the job and so they need to consoli-
date, which isn’t a good idea.

• Economic development, said
Mr. Strevey, is important.
Progress is being made across the
district, he said. As the represen-
tative for this area, Mr. Strevey
said, he can help with economic
development, especially when a
prospect needs a multi-county ap-
proach.

A good representative, he said,
could be a good facilitator for eco-
nomic development.

Mr. Strevey was born on a farm
near Norcatur and has lived south
of Norcatur all his life. He taught
fifth through eighth grade for 31
years.

He and his wife Kay have three
daughters. Trudi, who is married
to John McCollum, lives in Mis-
souri and has a daughter Elyssa.
Wendy, married to Lauren Tien,
lives in Andover and has a daugh-
ter Ivalea. Hollie is married to
Justen Ricke,  and they have a son
Jared.

Mr. Strevey now has a farm and
grows field corn, wheat, milo and
has cattle.

He is a director of the U.S. 36
Highway Association, president
of the Norcatur Citizens Alliance,
and a member of the Norcatur
United Methodist Church and the
Oberlin-Decatur County Eco-
nomic Development Corp. board.

Although he and Rep. Faber dif-
fer on economic issues, he said,
they usually agree on social issues.

Both are pro-life, said Mr.
Strevey, and both are against gay
marriage.

Mr. Strevey said he thinks it will
be a close race this time, though it
has been a long time since a Demo-
crat has sat in that seat. The candi-
date said he gained 900 votes be-
tween 2002 and 2004, and if he
gains 900 again, the outcome
could be different.
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