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Avery Thalheim (above) stood while being recognized by Abner Williams. Mr. Will-
iams spoke of what each student’s classmates thought of them and what he thought
of them. Zac Miller (right) gave Principal Lonnie Brungardt a hug after getting his
diploma. Mr. Brungardt (below) gave the graduates his tips for success during the
commencement address.           — Telegram photos by Veronica Monier

Northern Valley sends 23
across graduation stage

By VERONICA MONIER
Twenty-three Northern Valley

seniors walked across the stage to
receive their diplomas during
graduation ceremonies Saturday
afternoon in Almena.

After Brian Anderson gave the
opening prayer, Almena resident
and assistant football coach Abner
Williams presented his senior rec-
ognition.

Reading the name of each
graduate, Mr. Williams told what
made them special to their class
and to himself. He also gave them
advice on how to be the best people
they could be. Mr. Williams also
recognized the parents, guardians,
grandparents, teachers, school
staff, board of education, and
clergy for their part in making each
graduate what they were.

“You’re high-impact educa-
tors,” he said. “Had it not been for
all of the people standing, these
students would not be here today.”

Although there were 23 gradu-
ates in the class of 2006, only 22
could make it as Sarely Salazar
had to return to Mexico to prepare
to attend college. The students rec-
ognized her host parents, Royce
and Jean Ann Wilson, with a white
rose.

A commencement address was
given by Principal Lonnie
Brungardt.

“Seventeen years ago I was sit-
ting where you are now,” he said.

“You’re going to end your four-
year high school career with
‘Brungardt’s Keys to Success’.”

Mr. Brungardt said success
should never be unexpected, that
it was a state of mind.

Number two, he said, was to
form a clear picture of what they
will become.

“Close your eyes and picture

yourselves 17 years from now,” he
told the graduates. “Now throw it
away because it’s never going to
happen. Your clear picture needs
to be what kind of person you want
to be.”

Third and fourth keys were to
their Northern Valley work ethic
and remember the fundamental
lessons they learned there.

“There’s a lot of uncertainty out
there in the real world,” he said.

Fifth was to embrace mistakes
because it makes you stronger and
sixth was not to rely on past acco-
lades.

“You have to keep proving your-
selves,” he said.

Following the example of suc-
cessful people was number seven,
while number eight was to jump
into the biggest pond with the big-
gest fish and learn how to swim
better than everyone else.

Finally, he said, listen more than
you speak.

“Listening is the skill that for
most people is hardest to learn,” he
said.

Mr. Brungardt went on to talk
about a book the class had given
him their freshmen year.

“You are the future heroes,” he

said in closing. “Go out and make
your mark in the world.”

A parent recognition was held
and the senior slide-show
watched.

High school counselor Monica
Wilson said Serena Woodside was
the salutatorian with a 3.98 grade-
point-average, while both Joey
Copper and Clarke Nelson were
the valedictorians with 4.0 grade-
point-averages.

Superintendent Bill Lowry
thanked the Board of Education,
parents and Northern Valley staff.
He also thanked and congratulated
the class of 2006.

“I’m very proud of you,” he
said. “I applaud your accomplish-
ments over the past 13 years.”

Board members Alan Woodside
and Glenn Brands presented the

diplomas, while Ms. Wilson an-
nounced the scholarships each
graduated earned and what their
future plans were.

The graduating class of 2006
was Brynton Anderson, Thomas
Bartley, Joseph Copper, Renier
Deetlefs, Casey Dole, Patrick
Hammond, Hope Hansen, Dustin
Hillebrand, Chad Husted, Braden

Kersch, Cole Kinderknecht,
Johannes Francois Laubscher,
Cody Lowry, Zachary Miller,
Clarke Nelson, Sarely Salazar,
Josey Shearer, Scott Shearer, An-
drew Sheley, Anthony Simants,
Avery Thalheim, Serena
Woodside and Emily Zillinger.

Mr. Anderson gave the closing
prayer.

Open Saturday Until 5:00 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Fresh/Silk Florals —  Gifts —  Stained Glass

“Let Us Remember”

Live or Silk Floral Arrangements
and Planter Boxes for

Memorial Day Decoration

Open on Memorial Day 9:00-1:00

WE WILL DELIVER YOUR
REMEMBRANCE ARRANGEMENT

TO THE NORTON OR NORCATUR
CEMETERY IF REQUESTED
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CO-OP

Ag Valley
Patrons

785-877-5131

To better serve our Ag Valley patrons, we
will be upgrading our Norton feed mill to
better service our bulk customers.

During this time, we ask that our custom-
ers call one week in advance with your feed
needs. This will allow ample time for us to
provide you with the best products and ser-
vice available in the industry.

When our new system is up and running,
we will be manufacturing and mixing feed
on Monday and Friday only. We will add
manufacturing days as production increases.
Please call ahead to schedule your bulk feed
deliveries on these days. All bagged feeds,
mineral, and salt is available Monday
through Friday 8-5 and Saturday until noon.
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CO-OP
Conveniently located
       to serve our producers

Join us for the
2006 Ag Valley Coop

ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, June 5 • 6:30 p.m.-Medicine Valley High School, Curtis

Tuesday, June 6 • 12 noon-American Legion, Norton
Tuesday, June 6 • 6:30 p.m.-Ella Missing Center, Arapahoe

Thank you for supporting
your Coop. We hope to see
you at the Annual Meeting!

Entertainment will be provided by David Malmberg. If you
want to see entertainment with comedy, voice tossing, story
telling, and music, you need to plan on attending this year’s
annual meeting.

Please RSVP Roni at the Edison office
by June 1 at 308-927-3681


