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next week with The Tele- Norton wrestlers showed
gram’s han_dy schedule of their expertise this week.
programming.

Sports:

Norton and Northern Valley
basketball teams and

Pages9,10& 12

Norton, Kansas
Home of Kevin Lyon

Retirement party
set for Friday

A retirement reception honoring
Dennis Gilhousen, president and
chief executive officer of Valley
Hope Association will be held from
5-7 p.m., Friday at the St. Francis
of Assisi Parish Center, 104 S.
Wabash in Norton.

The public is invited. Refresh-
ments will be served and the
Jeremy Gregoire Jazz Trio will
entertain.

Congressman
to be on television

Congressman Jerry Moran will
provide a summary of the 2004
Congressional session and discuss
its impact on Kansas during a live
television appearance on Smoky
Hills Public Television. The pro-
gram, “Mid-America Life: A
Conversation with Jerry Moran,”
will air at 7 p.m. Thursday.

Dr. Richard Heil, director of the
political science and justice studies
department, with the Docking
Institute of Public Affairs at Fort
Hays State University, will moder-
ate. Also taking part will be Patrick
Lowry, executive editor of the
Hays Daily News.

Booster Club
to meet Wednesday

The Norton Blue Jay Booster
Club will meet at 7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday in the high school
cafeteria.

Norton wrestling coach Bill
Johnson, girls basketball coach
Kevin Jilka and boys basketball
coach Doug Reusink will report on
their team’s season-opening
competition.

Refreshments will be served.

All fans of Norton high school
sports are invited.

Forecast:

Tonight — Mostly clear in the
evening then becoming partly cloudy
with lows in the mid 20s. Wednesday
— Partly cloudy with highs in the lower
50s. West winds 5mph shifting to the
north in the afternoon. Wednesday
Night — Lows in the 20s.

Howell report:

Friday ...ooovveeiicieee, High 50, Low 31
Saturday .......c.cocevevenene. High 64, Low 41
SUNDAY ..o High 49, Low 23
Monday........cccceeverenene. High 40, Low 22
Weekago ........ccccevrvne. High 52, Low 31
Monthago ........c......... High 48, Low 34
Yearago .....c.ccovevvrrennnn. High 54, Low 33

December precipitation ........ 0.00 inches

Year-to-date precipitation ... 25.75 inches
(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

Loving God, help us to open our
hearts and receive all you want to give
us. Then help us to show others your
love and grace. Amen

Weleome to 'L@Bthlzhem

Saturday nlght S perfect weather was an asset for the Living Nat|V|ty productlon that took place
around the parking lot at Norton United Methodist Church. Hundreds of people drove and walked
the luminary lit route where they saw the babe in the manager portrayed by Anna Lively, Peg
Frack as Mary and Dale Carlson as Joseph.

— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

Board Irked
at parking
ordinance

By VERONICA MONIER

TheNorton School Boardisnot thrilled
about theNorton City Council’ sdecision
to eliminate parking on Washington
Street just north of East Campus.

Superintendent Greg Mann said he
wasn’t sure what happened between ¢
Public Safety Committee meeting he at-
tended and thelast city council meeting.

“When| | eft the public saf ety meeting,
| wasthinking that the council wasgoing
to amend the ordinance,” he said. “ They
all seemed to be nodding their headsin
agreement with someof our alternatives.
I’m not sure what happened.”

Mr. Mannsaid hecalledthecity admin-
istrator and asked if therewasany way tc
repeal the ordinance, but found out there
isn’'t really anything that can be done ex-
cept ask the council to changeit.

“1 don’tfeel that thereisany real possi-
bility that it will be changed,” he said.

He said he could go to tonight’s city

(Continued on Page 5)

Work starts
on landfill
for county

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

After many monthsof work and paper-
work preliminary work hasstarted onthe
new Norton County landfill.

On Monday Solid Waste Supervisor
Curt Archibald told the county commis-
sioners that BG Consultants, the engi-
neersworkingonthelandfill project, were
staking out two new test wells, required
by the state, and the pit, which will be
wheretrashisplaced, whenthelandfill is
open.

“The wells will have to be purged
(tested) fivetimesbeforeweput any trash

(Continued on Page 5)

Airport board looks at upgrading facilities

By CAROLYN PLOTTS

Mary and Buddy Oswald, Norton,
madearequest totheNorton City/County
Airport Board Monday to allow them to
buildanew hangar at thefacility tohouse
their airplane and helicopter.

Mr. Oswald said he had a 40-foot-by-
60-foot-by-16-foot building inmindthat
wouldbeof apole-barntypeconstruction
with aconcrete floor and apron.

Norton City Administrator Rob
Lawson said the building meets all city
codes. A siteon thenorth side of Valley

Pace Fitness

By CAROLYN PLOTTS

Ownership of the Pace Fitness Center
in Norton changed hands Dec. 1.

The new owners are Jenny and Doug
Tibbetts. They purchased thecenter from
April andKelly Karnoppwho openedthe
business Oct. 1, 2003.

Mr. and Mrs. Tibbetts have lived in
Nortonfor several years. All threeof their
childrengraduated fromNorton Commu-
nity High School. Theyoungest, Erin, just
last year.

Mrs. Tibbetts said, “1 have always
wanted to do something likethis. Weare
just thrilled. Erin is studying business
management, with a focus on health
clubs. Thisisaway for our family towork
together inthe healthfield.”

Mrs. Tibbetts, a certified massage
therapist, ownsMaster’ sTouchMassage.
Shewill be bringing her massage clients
tothenew center.

The Pace center features 16 stationsin

Hope' shangar hasbeen suggested asthe
location.

TheOswald’ sproposal promptedadis-
cussion by the board of the need for ade-
tailed written expansion policy.

Board Chairman and Norton County
Commissioner John Miller, said, “We
need recommendationsfrom each board
member by the next meeting as to what
they see are services needed at the air-
port.”

Mr. Miller aso said the board needed
todetermineafair feestructurefor hous-

New owners take over

Center

acircuit whereyou do the prescribed ex-
ercisefor 30 seconds. Recorded messages
playing with the upbeat music, tell the
client when to moveto the next station.

Mrs. Tibbetts says she has plans for
someadditionstobring moreof aday spa
feel tothe center. She plansto add atan-
ning bed, a Pilates class, exercise ball
workouts, light weights, low-impact car-
diovascular workouts, aerobicclassesand
aerobic dance classes.

During December, the center is open
from 6-10 a.m. and 3:45-8 p.m. Monday
through Thursday: 6-10 am. and 3:45-7
p.m. Friday; 8a.m.tonoon, Saturday; and
closed Sunday.

Starting Jan. 1, the center will be open
from 6 am. to 8 p.m., Monday through
Thursday; 6a.m.to7p.m., Friday; 8a.m.
to noon, Saturday; and closed Sunday .

Assistant Manager is Bob Cotton.

For moreinformation, call (785) 874-
4940.

ing planesat theairport.

Someof theareasthe board will beex-
amininginclude: theneedforwater lines;
sewer lines; electrical service; conform-
ingtocity and Federal Aviation Associa-
tioncodes; airport usage; and city/county
responsibilitiesto hangar owners.

Norton City Councilman Jerry Hawks
pointed out that the red obstruction light
ontop of theold Brady Grain elevator is
not operating. Thecommitteeagreed, that
eventhough, itwasn’t technically anair-
port issue, it should be reported for the

safety of flyers.

In other businessthe board:

* Transferred acertificate of deposit tc
itscheckingaccountinordertopay for the
non-directional beaconit had ordered anc
regular monthly bills.

« L earnedthelineshad been paintedfor
the new tiedowns.

¢ Learned the Automated Weather
Observation System’s number, 874-
4277, can be accessed by anyone in the
country.

Jenny Tibbets, new owner of Pace Fitness Center in Norton, adjusts
one of the eight pieces of equipment in the exercise circuit. Other
pieces of workout equipment include an eliptical machine, a sta-
tionary bicycle and aweight machine. Pace Fitness Centeris at 126

S. State.

— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts



Schools
want
parking

(Continued from Page 1)
council meeting to complain.

Board member Gary Lacy
agreed and said that hewould call
someof thecouncil members, who
aren’t on the Public Safety Com-
mittee, to tell them about some of
theideasthat Mr. Mann presented
to that meeting.

Hesaid someof them, likemak-
ing one block of Wilberforce a
one-way street, didn’t get men-
tioned in the council meeting.

Mr. Mann said that the block
was 10 percent of the parking at
East Campus.

“1don’tdeny that thereisaprob-
lem on some Friday nights,” he
said. “If it wasamatter of four or
fivespots, itwouldn’tbesuchabig
deal. Butl don’twanttogiveupall
nine spotsthat are on that block.”

In other business, the board:

* Accepted David Stover’sres-
ignationasthejunior highfootball
head coach.

* Appointed Board M ember Jeff
NielsentoreplaceBoard Member
Pam Shelton on the Professional
Development Council.

* Decided to continueits mem-
bershipintheKansasAssociation
of School Boards gas consortium
and signed a three-year contract.
Mr. Mann said it wasin one-year
increments, sotheboard couldre-
signany year.

* Held a 20-minute closed ses-
sion to discuss non-elected per-
sonnel with no action taken.

* Appointed Board Member
Elaine Mann and Mrs. Shelton to
hel p organizean employeeappre-
ciation night. Mr. Mann said one
possibility was to show movies.
Hesaiditwould cost $360for two
movies and then another $100 to
rent both auditoriums at the
Norton Theatre. He said they
could have a G-rated movie and
another more for adults.

» Heard a presentation on the
fine arts curriculum from Chair-
manDavidWill.Mr. Will saidthe
Norton district has a history of
upholding art education as last
year’ sdecisionto keep ontwo art
teachers shows.
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Monday, traffic was reopened to two lanes over the
Robinson Creek Bridge at the west city limits of Norton
on U.S. 36. The traffic signals were shut off to allow
for two-way trafficat 3:35 p.m. and will soon be taken
down. The “Y intersection” of U.S. 36 and Old High-
way 36 is scheduled to reopen onTuesday. The re-

using traffic signals.

il
mainder of the work along U.S. 36 should beginin
mid-March. The replacement of the Prairie Dog Drain-
age Bridge, about 1.5 miles west of Norton, is sched-
uled for next spring. When this work begins traffic
will be reduced to one-lane over the bridge, again

— Photo by Gina Mastin

Emergency officer tired of paperwork

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Norton County Emergency Pre-
paredness Coordinator Alvin
Mapeswent over requirementsfor
a state and federal grant with
county commissioners on Mon-
day but ended upleavingthemeet-
ing after he became upset with
paperwork requirements.

Mr. Mapessaid that the county
can apply for a grant of $5,056
from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, which is
managed through the Kansas
Emergency Management Asso-
ciation state and local assistance
program.

One of the requirementsisthat
Mr. Mapeshaveahigh school di-
ploma.

Mr. Mapes said he was taking
hisfinal teststhisweek for hisgen-
eral equivalency diploma.

Another oneof therequirements
is that the emergency prepared-

ness coordinator document 20
hoursaweek work.

Mr. Mapessaidthat hehastaken
several required state coursesin
emergency preparednessover the
last coupleof yearsinorder tostay
current and meet therequirements
of stateandfederal grants, suchas
the one for which the county is
applying.

Mr. Mapeshad earlier said that
hedidn’t want to do alot of extra
paperwork but hetoldthecommis-
sioners he would do what is
needed for the grant.

This is the second year the
grants have been available but
Norton County did not get thein-
formation soonenoughtoact onit
last year, Mr. Mapes said.

Commissioner JohnMiller said
that as he read the grant applica-
tion the county will get what is
available which could be $56 in-
stead of the more than $5,000 the

Work starts on county landfill

(Continued from Page 1)
inthepit” Mr. Archibald said.

Thishasto be done 60 daysbe-
forethepit canbeopened, hesaid.

Whitney Brothers, thecompany
whichwill actually digthepit, can
start thedirt work after theareais
staked.

Mr. Archibald said that he has
been over to talk to the Phillips
County commissionersabout con-
tinuing to take Norton County’s
trashuntil thenew landfill isready
to go.

Hesaidthey agreed to continue
to help.

“That’s real nice of them,”
Commissioner Leroy Lang said.

CommissionersJohnMillerand
Dean Kruse agreed that Phillips
County hasbeengeneroustoallow
Nortontouseitslandfill for aslong
asit has.

Mr. Archibald said he didn’t
givethePhillipsCounty commis-
sionersatimelinebecausethelast
timehedidthat it didn’t work.

The commissioners said they
would like to extend the contract
the county has with Tibbetts to
haul trash to Phillipsburg for an-
other six months or until Norton
getsitslandfill opened.

“WewanttomakesureTibbetts
istreated fairly” Commissioner
Miller said.

The county doesn’t know how
long it will need to haul thetrash,
he said, but Tibbetts' contract a-
lowedfor asix monthextensionso
the county can do that without
putting thejob out for bidsagain.

Mr.Archibaldsaidthat heisstill
gathering information on the
screening material needed at the
landfill.

Large screens will be needed,
probably 20 of them, tokeeptrash
from blowing.

Theroad and bridgedepartment
hasbuilt 16 screenframes, hesaid.

“They did agood job building
the screens,” Mr. Archibald said.

He said that he thought the
screens Norton ismaking will be
better and saf er thanthoseused by
either Phillipsor Thomascounty,

because they are modular and
moreeasily moved.

“They did come upwithagood
idea,” Mr. Archibald said. “ What
| suggested on the framework
worked pretty good andwhat they
suggested on moving them is
good.”

For the screen itself, he said,
PhillipsCounty usesaplastic net-
ting.

“Theylikeit,” hesaid.“ They've
used it for fiveto six years. The
only thing they’ ve had to replace
onitaretheplastictiesthat holdit
on.”

Healsotold thecommissioners
that a Bobcat needed in the recy-
cling areais on order and should
be in thisweek from South Cen-
tral Bobcat out of Hastings. The
machineistwo yearsold and will
cost the county lessthan $1,000.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Learned that Mr. Archibald
will be sending paper and card-
board to arecycling center in
Phillipsburg, which will be clos-
ing down in January for three
weeks of annual maintenance.

* Visited briefly with Jerol
Deboer of Penco Engineering
about the bridges the county is
planning to replace over the next
few years.

Mr. Deboer gave the commis-
sionersaChristmasgift of sausage
and cheese, which they handed
over to courthouseemployeesbe-
cause they said they couldn’t ac-
cept personal gifts.

* Decided that they knew of no
accident or incident that might
pose arisk for the county being
sued after an end-of-the-year re-
quest for theinformationfromthe
Kansas Association of Counties
Muulti-line Pool insurance.

* Held a 15-minute closed ses-
sion to discuss non-elected per-
sonnel with County Clerk Robert
Wyatt.

» Reappointed, by resolution,
deputy county surveyors Wayne
Dietz and Elmer Zerr for another
year.

» Held a 10-minute closed ses-
sion to discuss attorney-client
privilege with County Attorney
Doug Sebelius.

s
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MERRY Daily to Our

CHRISTMAS Christian
|deas from Pure Prairie Resource
«Aroma Therapy Lamps Center

and Essential Qils ALY
For the Ladies Gift Bibles .
Derma < Natural Body Care McArthur Daily Bible
=0mega Stainless Juicer Praise and Worship CD’s
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Will Ship Anywhere! Christian CD’s
eKensington Hams and Smoked Nicole C. Mullen
Turkeys—Call to Order Step_hen Curtis Chapman
«Gift Certificates Casting Crowns
Pure Prairie Natural Foods
108 E. Washington, Norton, Kansas — Phone (785) 877-3610
ORDERS 1-800-545-7232
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county isapplyingfor.

Mr. Mapes said that could hap-
pen and there isn’t much the
county can do about it.

The commissioners went over
variousreports

Mr. Mapeswill havetofill out
and time sheet requirements that
will havetobekept and whichthe
statecanaudit. If thesearen’ tkept
correctly, Mr.Miller said, thestate
can take the money back even if
Norton getsthefull $5,056.

The commissioners decided to
put off decidinganythinguntil Mr.
Mapes had his educational re-
quirementsout of theway.

After going over several re-
quirements Mr. Mapes became
upset when Commissioner Miller
requested written confirmation

that the Kansas Department of
Transportationisprovidingradio-
logical monitoring, which will
detect radioactivity dueto peace-
time incidents, and the county
doesn’t have to have do anything
onthat, eventhoughitisarequire-
ment for the grant.

Mr. Miller said that the county
has to be sure that every require-
ment for the grant istaken care of
beforethe county applies.

“We have to read and under-
stand all of this,” he told Mr.
Mapes.

Atthat pointMr. Mapessaidthat
hethought hewouldputinhisres-
ignationindicating hewastired of
all the paperwork the state and
county wants.

Teachers
could be
from here

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Acting Ambulance Director
Andy Nielsen wants people in
Norton County trainedtoteach his
emergency medical classes.

Mr. Nielsen told the Norton
County commissioners Monday
that he would like to send four
peopletoaclassin either Topeke
or Kansas in March to become
emergency medical trainers.

With several trainersin the
county, he said, Norton wouldn't
have to import atrainer from an-
other county to teach the classes
his emergency medical techni-
ciansand first responders need tc
keep current and keep their certi-
fication.

Commissioner John Miller
asked Mr. Nielsen to find out the
particulars of the course. He said
that the county would have tc
evauatethe cost to seeif it woulo
bemoreefficient for thecounty to
haveitsowntrainersortocontinue
bringinginsomeonefrom Oberlin
or Phillipsburg.

Mr. Nielsen told the commis-
sioners that he has just returnec
from a meeting in Wichita on
bioterriorismandtrauma. Hesaid
hefelt it was a good course and
worth histime.

Heal sosaidthat membersof the
state Board of Emergency Medi-
cal Serviceswants him to go tc
Garden City with Sheriff Troy
Thomsonin January to talk about
the county changing its radios to
800 MHz.

Commissioner Miller said that
he should go because the county
will not have a choice but to
change even though it will be ex-
pensive.

Hesaid that he thought most of
thenew radiosthecounty hasbeen
buyingwouldbeconvertibletothe
new system, which the federal
government is mandating.

HeIpus_seIecttheTeIegram
carrierofthe Year

The ‘Carrier of the Year,
as selected by
subscribersof The
Norton Telegram,
will receive a $30 cash
award. First runner-
upwill receive $20
Incashand the
second runner-up
will receive $10.
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Filouttheentry & Telegram Carrier of the Year
formatrightand § wycarrieris
dropitbythe = | think he or she should be ‘Carrier of the Year’ because:
Te|egram office : O Delivers promptly O Never missesadelivery O Is polite
ormailittoto B comments
Norton Telegram :
215S.Kansas Ave. §
Norton,KS B name
67654. = Address

Entries must be received by Wednesday, December 17 to be counted.
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215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton, KS 67654
Phone: 785.877.3361 Fax: 785.877.3732 E-mail: telegram@nwkansas.com




