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Draft or nodraft,
that Is the question

The phony issue of the 2004 election? The draft.
John Kerry keeps trying to hang the specter of a draft to provide

troops for Iraq on George Bush.

The president has promised, flatly, that he has no plans to begin
a draft, but that doesn’t stop Sen. Kerry from his attacks.

[t won’t wash.

First of all, Congress isn’t going to institute a draft for Iraq or any

foreseeable war.

There’s no support for a draft. Too many Americans remember

Vietnam.

We hated the draft then. We don’t like it now. We won’t vote

for it.

Neither will Congress, where memories are long and the desire

to be re-elected is strong.

Mr. Bush is criticized for a lot of things that aren’t his fault: An
economy that started south on Bill Clinton’s watch, a supposed
quagmire in Iraq that many who’ve been there say isn’t nearly

that bad, the list goes on.
That’s politics.

But of all the phony issues, the draft is the worst. The president
has never advocated the draft, and there’s no evidence he’s

planning to ask for one.

The Army is keeping up with its enlistment requirements, and
Mr. Bush says he will work to see that it stays that way.
The only statements the president has made are simply that

there will be no draft next year.

Make no mistake: No president could promise that he would
never ask for a draft. The country needed a draft to fight two
world wars, and that could happen again.

But that time has not come. And we see no reason not to be-

lieve the president.

Even if he wanted a draft, it is unlikely Congress would give him

one.

By bringing up this issue, Sen. Kerry is pandering to the fears of
younger Americans. It’s dishonest politics, though, and it could

backfire on him.

There are plenty of issues on which he and Mr. Bush disagree —
taxes, health care policy, how to fight terrorism, to name a few.
The senator ought to stick to those honest disagreements and

get off this phony issue now.

— Steve Haynes

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Man feels commissioners do super job

TotheEditor:

Citizensof Norton County: Y ou voted
by an overwhelming majority to keep
“mega hog corporations’ and the prob-
lems they cause out of Norton County.
Kansas law does not allow counties to
exclude mega “family farm” corpora-
tions.

Thereinliesthe problem.

Y our commissionershavemany, many
issuesand dutiesto implement and over-
see. Onevery important duty you el ected
themforistomonitor andtry todoevery-
thingin their power to maintain and pro-
tect theenvironment and thehealth of the
citizensof Norton County.

Thisis exactly what they have been
doing; oneof themany thingsyou el ected
themtodo. They arenottryingtodiscour-

age agriculture, business opportunity or
economic development in our area.
Rather, they areactively promotingthese
areaswhilekeepingaclosewatchonreal
and potential pollution problems. These
problemsarereal andthey affectall of us.

If some of the things the commission-
ersdo forces some segments of local in-
dustry to “clean up their acts”, more
power to them.

John Miller and Leroy Lang havebeen
doingasuper job. They arehardworking,
dedicated menworkingforall theNorton
County people, not just afew. | urgeyou
tore-elect them.

Thisisavery important el ection. Please
get out and vote.

John Arford
Rural Norton
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% Debaty ry gronp.

Trivia.can be just a wee bit humbling

T hankyou. Y es, please. I’ |l havean-
other piece of that pie.” Humble
pie thatis.

Just whenyou start thinking you areso
smart, that’ swhenyouget knocked down
apeg or two.

Saturday night, alocal charity spon-
sored afund-raising trivia contest. You
weretoorganizeateam, answer questions
and walk home with the prize money.
Simpleenough, except for that pesky part
about the answers being correct. Judges
always seem to want theright answers.

| love trivia games and thought this
wouldbefunandachanceto pick upsome
easy money. Wrong! Evidently, thereare
alot of really smart peopleinthispart of
the country. Who knew? Unfortunately,
they weren’t on my team, and they knew
enough not to ask meto beontheirs.

Herewasmy strategy. imwasto cover
religion and geography, Jennifer wasin
for movies, Brianwasthehistory buff, l1a
for music, Bob, Susanand | weregeneral
knowledge, and Veronica, the youngest

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

person on the team, was our ace-in-the-
holefor questions pertai ning to anything
that had happened inthelast 20 years.

Wewerecloseonlotsof questions. But,
asyouknow, “close” only countsinhorse-
shoes and hand grenades. Here' s an ex-
ample: “What amendment to the Consti-
tution abolished slavery?’

Our answer: the 14th amendment.
Wrong. Itwasthe 13thamendment. Like
| said, wewereclose.

Bottomline: wedidn’tevenplaceinthe
top 10, but we sure had fun. And | will
forever remember that the birthplace of
Hawkeye Pierce from M.A.S.H. was

Crabapple Cove, Maine.

| didn’t know any of the people on the
winning team. We, obviously, don’t run
inthesameintellectual circles. Perhapsl
should start hanging around some of
them, though. I'm aready starting to re-
cruit next year’ steam.

—ob—

Weweren't homeoneday when Jenni-
ferand Alexandriastopped by our house.
| had told Jennifer to pick up acherry pie
| had baked for her. Also cooling on the
counter weresomechocol ate, chocol ate-
chip cookies| had baked while the oven
was hot.

They were in their vehicle, ready to
leave, when Alex said to her mom, “Do
youthink it’sall right with Grandmaif |
had a couple of those cookies?’

Jennifer assured her she thought it
would be OK.

Confidently, Alexandria replied,
“Yeah. She'll forgiveme.”

Do these kids know their grandma, or
what?

Flu fiasco brings country to Its knees

on't get me wrong, I’'m not op-
D posed to gambling. Welived in
Nevadafor 20 years, but thereis
something about havingmy healthcarere-
ducedtoalottery system that angersme.
| certainly don’t placetheblameonthe
local level, but | haveplenty of angst with
thegovernment heal th servicesand phar-
maceutical companies, plenty with phar-
maceutical companies.

Oneof my friends pointed out how the
flu shots used to be designated for those
with specific health problemsor over 65,
but mediaand pharmaceutical companies
and ad agencieshave convinced usof the
needto havethem becausethethreatisso
great.

Now thereisashortageor if you are of
the conspiracy theory bent the pharma-
ceutical companieshave created ashort-

Phasell
Mary Kay
Woodyard

agetoincreasetheir profits.

Someoneelsepointed outitisvery ex-
pensiveto producethefluvaccine. How-
ever | have never seen the pharmaceuti-
cal companies shy away from an expen-
sivedrug when they have baby boomers
bangingontheir doorsto buy theproduct,
particularly when the government more
than likely would pay the cost for its
M edicare participants.

Ontop of thiswewon’t accept any vac-
cinefrom Canadaasit might be contami-
nated.

Now | appreciate our government’ s
scrutiny for our protection as much as
anyone, but are Canadians immune to
this.

They’ retakingtheir shots, of coursethe
system doesn’t allow the price gouging
oftenseenintheU.S.

| hate to sound cynical, | hate even
worsefeelingthat way, but it saddensme
tothink of our country brought toitsknees
by thisfiasco.

Maybe we have been so busy fighting
terroristsand producing smallpox vaccine
and anthrax protectionwehaveforgotten
theeveryday threats. I sit possibletheter-
roristshavewon?

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Local voter thinks new candidates are needed

TotheEditor:

Our commissioner raceislooking like
theracefor the presidency.

The people say the commissioners
didn’t; the commissioners say they did.
The commissioners say they didn’t and
the people say they did.

What to believe?

A letter to the editor a few days ago
makesJohnMiller soundlikehecanwalk
on water. Surely not. For those people
who are undecided ontheir vote, | say to
you, Gotalk tothecounty employees,in-
cluding the bridge crews, hospital staff,
ambulance crews, and the court house
staff. Also take account of thelocal, air-
port and hospital boards. Talk tothecity
council and seewhat their view is.

Thesepeoplecantell youwhatitislike
totry and work with the commissioners.

John Miller says they are not figure-
heads. That isafact.

They havetheir finger in on every de-
tail in the county. They have even ap-
pointed two of themselvesto the airport
board and they are taking credit for the
expansion projects that Ivan Kingham
and theairport board already had done.

Weneed commissionersthat will listen
and work for the public, not a couple of
dictators.

Home rule, what ajoke. Do you want

two people deciding every issue in the
county regardless of public opinion?
Thank goodness we have a democracy
and we can votein new people.
Pleasevotefor Robert Clydesdal e anc
write-inlvanKinghamasour new county
commissionerson Nov. 2. They will lis-
tenand work with all of us.
Ward Sumner
Norton

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



