Hanawriting
sbecominga lostart

In today’s world, there are computers in practically every home

and in all schools.

Kids can go almost anywhere and do almost anything on a
computer — and, most are much better on the computer than

their parents.

One of the nice things about computers is being able to read
what is being written. Unfortunately, much of the handwriting
skills have slipped to the side — some have slipped to the bottom

and are completely illegible.

In arecent article, the writer was saying that brain research
indicates good old fashioned penmanship could be a contribut-
ing factor in the “dumbing down of America” and to rising illit-

eracy.

Handwriting evidently has a physiological/psychological link in
the brain, and the writing process has a powerful impact on the

young brain.

The repetitive manipulating of the thumb and fingers is sup-
posed to have an impact on the brain. By using the left brain-right
hand connection, there is a stimulation that not only taps the left
brain where the language capacities are located but it helps the
student to focus and learn to read.

The article suggested that handwriting exercises be used with
therapeutic music which further stimulated the brain.

In a Denver school, students had improved on basic skills tests
when the teacher used the writing exercises with music. It was
even supposed to help students with attention deficit disabilities.

Today’s teachers are already bogged down with more record
keeping and testing along with the teaching duties. The writing
exercises are just one more thing to do (and this writer is not
saying that writing skills are not practiced daily in the local

schools).
What is the answer?

Letter writing, especially the handwritten letter, has almost
become a lost art. Now, the person sits down to the computer,
hooks up to e-mail and writes a short message or a note. The
receiver answers back in a short note.

Whatever happened to the letter that was kept for weeks and

read and re-read?

But, then, what happened to those who read books? Those
books took the readers to places they had never been to, experi-
ence things they had never done — the imagination had no

limits.

Today, kids don’t have to read. Many can’t read and, besides,
they don’t have to read because they have the television which is
in full color and takes them everywhere.

Technology is extremely important, but are our children get-

ting everything they need?

Itis important to remember all “learning” doesn’t necessarily
have to be done in school. Parents can take 10 minutes a day and,
with a little music and a pencil and paper, give their children the
opportunity to use their “left brain and right hand”” and, maybe

get ajump start in learning.

— Karen Krien

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Claims shouldn’t be made without proof

TotheEditor:

In my mail, | got aletter for “Norton
County Environmentalists’. Intheletter
was a computer diagram, which
“showed” weedsand manure. Evenwith
ahealthy imagination, aperson could not
seeweedsor manure. Also, itmadeclaims
against two of our commissioners, but
failed to produce proof.

Freedom of speechisone of our privi-
leges, which carrieswithit aresponsibil-

ity that everyoneshould obey. Noonecan
yell “fire” inacrowd, and no one should
try to discredit aperson without proof.
| looked for aname, or names, of those
who sent the letter, but of course, there
wasnone. If you can’t signyour name, if
you can'’t stand behind your words, that
saysitall.
Judy Wyatt
Norton
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Afunny th|ng happened ontheway...

ill Ingvall, a cowboy comedian,
B says if you want to feel better

about yourself go to a state fair.
L ast weekend | watched almost 350 head
of marketlambsgothroughtheshowring
and alot of people.

Bill hasitright.

Y ouseeal ot of absurdthings. And| did
end up feeling alot better about myself.
But these aretwo different stories.

The most absurd thing we saw was on
theway home. We saw awoman jogger,
about eight months pregnant, in asports
brawith her shortsbelow her belly andher
tummy completely exposed. She was
very tan and also very fit. But you know,
| don’tlikeseeinganyone' stummy, even
flat ones(ask my daughters, I’ m onthem
all thetime). Another thought— couldthe
baby be born with skin cancer?

I’mkidding of course.

Last spring a teacher at Norton High
told me she thought the bare belly trend
was on it'sway out. The problemisthe
peoplewholook theworst arethelast ones
to get thememo.

| saw somepretty chubby peopletrying
tocarry it off.

Andthenthereisthe” plumber’ spants’
problem. Wedo havea* crack” problem
inthisstate.

Wegotothefair every year. Weenjoy
checking out commercial boothsfor new
products. Wehaveour favoritefood ven-
dors.

Food tendstobevery expensive. After
lunchon Friday Jr. decided hewantedice

Back

Home
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cream. He paid $3.50 for asingle dip
wafflecone.

Being agood wife | did not comment
ontheprice.

Later in the afternoon he decided we
should get adrink. Wedidn’t want to go
toofar fromthesheepbarn. Thefirstlem-
onade place we cameto was high priced
but | decided | would goforit. Jr. balked.
| bought. It was fresh squeezed. It was
delicious. Okay, it was $5.

We headed back to the sheep barn.

“Doyouwantasip?’ | asked (henever
offered mealick of icecream).

Wewent throughtherabbit buildingon
theway back. They haveaplacecalledthe
“Hoof and Horn” in there. Their drinks
were considerably cheaper.

Jr. got alemonade. It wasmadefroma
powdered drink mix.

He said when hewasin line one of the
workersin the stand said “they are sell-
ingdrinksthissizefor $4ontheMidway.”
| hopehedidn’t correctthem.“No, it' s$5
and seethat woman over there— shejust
bought one.”

My poor children, when they read my

will they will be thinking “if only mom
had restrained herself at the 2004 state
fair.”

Still | am pretty sure that was the best
lemonadel haveever tasted, certainly the
most expensive.

OnSaturday | marked classeswithkids.
| wanted to be sureand watch at the mar-
ket lamb show. The Norton County kids,
some others | knew and Colby Hagans
from Lane. Hismom, Debbie, wasin 4-
H withme.

Now we cometo the part about feeling
better about myself.

Debbietoldmehow muchshelovedmy
column. Infact shetold meshehad started
subscribing to the paper just to read it. |
haveto say | was pretty flattered.

Hey Cynthia, how about araise? The
price of lemonade is outrageous these
days.

Debbie asked how often | wrote and |
answered “| only work when the spirit
movesme.”

Of course my sister-in-law, Gail, took
thewind right out of my sails, “ That runs
inthefamily!” she pointed out.

Fairs, sporting events, hometours, we
attend theseeventsbecausewewant tosee
what isnew or whowon or to just get out
of the house. But anytime you meet
friendsyou makeagoodtimetorecall in
the future. And you will feel better, |
promise.

FY| — Friday evening we ate at the
“Hoof andHorn” andthey haveexcellent
burgersat alow price.

Prescription benefit not the best plan

Last November, | voted against legis-
lationthat created aprescriptiondrug ben-
efit under Medicare. This $500 billion
plan wasasignificant part of the Repub-
lican agenda. During my eight yearsasa
state senator in Topeka, and in the eight
yearsin the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, | have never been under such pres-
suretovotecontrary towhat | thought was
right . Theway | was being pressured to
votewasnotinthebestinterest of thefolks
back in Kansas, nor wasit good for our
country.

| dobelieveMedicareshouldprovidea
prescription drug benefit for seniors, es-
pecialy for thosethat could not otherwise
afford their medicines. Thisisanimpor-
tant issueto me; | believethat the cost of
health care and prescription drugs re-
mainsthetop issuefacing our country.

However, the bill that Congress ap-
proved fell short. My greatest concernis
that it does nothing to reducethe price of
prescription drugs, instead forcing tax-
payersto pick upthetab. Theprescription
drug plan may bankrupt the Medicare
trust fund and reduce the chances that
hospitals, doctors, nursing homes and
homehealth careserviceswill remainvi-
able, especialy inrural communities.

| believethat seniorswill find thedrug
card difficult to use becauseit is confus-
ing. Furthermore, seniors will not truly
benefitfromtheprescriptiondrug benefit
becausethewhol esalepricesof drugswill
continueto increase at arate equal to the
“savings’ under the drug card. Thein-
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creased co-payments will still leave se-
niorsstruggling to pay for their prescrip-
tionsand may, over time, force our local
pharmacistsout of business.

Inaddition, thetruecost of thislegisla-
tion remains unknown but will certainly
addtrillionsof dollarstothenational debt.

Never were these concernsaddressed.

I metwithHouseleadership, including
the Speaker, prior to the vote and in-
formedthemof myintentiontovote® no
Thisvote put meat oddswith my party’s
legislative agenda, but my duty istorep-
resent thepeopleof theFirst District, and
that comes before partisan politics.

The First Congressional District of
Kansasisconsidereda“ safeRepublican”
district. Therefore, theexpectationisthat
its representative will always vote the
position of Republican |eadership.

However, | have never considered my
Congressional seat “safe’, and | work
hard every day to earntheright to repre-
sent thefolks back home. | am aRepub-
lican, but | represent all Kansans— Re-
publican and Democrat Kansans and
Kansanswho don't vote.

Casting votesisaresponsibility that |
takeserioudly. | educatemyself, study the
issues, ask for advice, listen to Kansans,
and then decide how to vote.

| havenever duckedtoughissues, and|
makedecisionsevery day onwhat | think
isin the best interests of the citizens of
Kansas who €elected meto work on their
behalf. Sometimesthatisinlinewith Re-
publican leadership, other timesitisnot.
Thefact is, when it comes to choosing
between what | am being told to do in
Washington and what | believeisin the
best interest of Kansans, | will choose
Kansansevery time.

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear ano
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousletters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tacks on private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.




