
OpinionOpinion
Terrorists must not
be allowed to win

There is a little good in everybody
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America is great in an amazing way
Suicides are not necessarily death wishes

What kind of people attack a school and slaughter children?
Freedom fighters?
Hardly.
Animals. Savages.
The world needs to band together to stop this barbarism.
The time is past for temporizing. Action is required.
A subway in Spain. A street in Israel. A school in Russia. A syna-

gogue in Tunisia. A bomb in Baghdad. Airliners in Russia. Build-
ings in downtown New York. An embassy somewhere in Africa.

Terrorism is pure evil, and it will not go away.
Terrorists do what they do because, when the world shows

weakness, it works.
Terrorism changed a government in Spain. Terrorism has

Americans wishing we’d never gotten into Iraq.
Terrorists must not be allowed to win.
The stakes are nothing short of the fall of civilization and the

end of western society as we know it.
Not tomorrow, not next year, but eventually.
Imagine a world where people like the gang who seized the

school in North Ossetia rule. Imagine living under their thumb.
We must recognize, first, that this is a clash of cultures, and only

one culture can survive.
It must be the culture of love, peace, freedom and the sanctity

of human rights and human life.
We must recognize, second, that this is not a Christian-Muslim

clash.
Far too much blood has been shed in the name of God, Jehovah

or Allah. Children in Northern Ireland, women in Kosovo, shop-
pers in Israel. Muslims do not have a corner on violence.

This is a clash between the forces of peace, law and order, and
the forces of evil, of Satan.

Peaceable leaders of all three faiths deplore senseless violence.
As one Arab leader put it, “We are all children of Abraham.”

All people of the Book.
And however we believe in the One True God, he does not want

us killing each other in His name.
Nor does he want terrorists and thugs, people who kill children,

to rule the world.
This is not the time to waffle or waiver. We need to proceed on

two fronts, the front of peace, yes, and the front of steel.
Any terrorist who persists against a united world must perish.
And as this senseless slaughter proceeds, perhaps the world will

unite, as we must.    — Steve Haynes
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Willie has left. I know, now that
summer is over. You see Jack
and I drive through the State

Park several times a week to check on the
blue herons, rabbits, deer, etc. We don’t
know Willie, but we do know when his
trailer is parked in his favorite spot, sum-
mer is surely soon to arrive and likewise
when it’s gone, winter must not be too far
away.

Have you ever thought of the people in
your life that you really don’t know, but
who have an impact on you? For instance,
the truck driver in a pounding rain whose
taillights light the way and give you a
sense of security. Or in a dense fog the car
in front of you whose taillights barely
flicker in the thick clouds of moisture, but
nevertheless you develop a bond with the
driver as you rely on him to provide you a
safe path. Or the person you pass each day
on your way to work (in the city) and wave
to them. You don’t know their name,

where they come from or where they are
going for that matter. But you do know
you pass each other at basically the same
time, in the same spot each day and when
that other person isn’t there we feel some-
thing or someone is missing.

I remember when we were moving
across country one time and were driving
in Louisiana. The divided highway was
torn up for construction and had narrowed
to one lane. A gray drizzle made it diffi-
cult to read the signs, all written in south-
ern English, when suddenly the road

veered left and the exit ramp went straight.
Well, we went straight, as did the three
cars behind us. And then we went right
back onto the highway and so did they.
Their trusted leader was not terribly vigi-
lant when it came to road signs, however,
we did get them back on the road.

My point is this. As Americans we re-
ally do put our trust in each other. No one
reads Microsoft’s User agreements.
When you’re in pain waiting to be admit-
ted to the hospital do you really read be-
fore you sign? And what about the man
who comes out to fix a flat on the inter-
state? You have never seen him before,
but you trust the tire will be secure so you
may arrive at your destination safely.

We trust that people are good. Are we
disappointed sometimes? Sure, but as my
grandmother used to say even in the worst
of men (and women) is a little bit of good.
Isn’t it wonderful when we are on the re-
ceiving end of the good.High Plains
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A gainst my better judgment I
watched part of the Republican
Convention. Wednesday night

the Reagan Library was allowed to
present an infomercial for the tribute tape
they had made to Ronald Reagan.

It consisted of excerpts from a longer
presentation and after it was over some-
one from the library took the stage and
told us how we could get a copy of our
own. I though it was tacky, but oh, well.

I did learn something from the tribute.
During her remarks Nancy Reagan made
reference to the fact that Ronnie was the
governor of “the largest state in the coun-
try”. Huh, I thought,.I didn’t realize he
was ever governor of Alaska. Actually she
then named the largest state in the coun-
try — California. I guess I still learned
something. Alaska is not part of the coun-
try; neither is Texas!

I do not want to be a stickler for details
but really — this was a very slick, care-
fully produced film. Am I the only one
who knows California is only the third
largest state in the country! For the record,
it is the most populous but if that is what
she was supposed to say I do believe they
could have rewritten the script she was
reading and retaped that section. This was
not a home movie and her remarks were
clearly not off the cuff.

Later they replayed part of the film and
the pundits practically wept. The
Reagan’s son, Ron, was part of the panel
so I hardly expected anyone to criticize it.
But I recall the Reagan years as very hard
ones for farming and agriculture. And I
never got his supposed “charm” or the
whole “great communicator” thing.

And you know, I think I am a
Republican,or at least I am registered as one.

I have voted in eight presidential elec-
tions but I have only voted for the winner
one time. So I guess it’s time to just resign
myself to the fact that I obviously don’t
think at all like the majority of people.

I have really been struggling with what
has been going on in politics this election
year. Not just nationally but locally. What

bothers me most is the amount of anger
being expressed.

Even when our goals are laudable, we
are all capable of doing some pretty sorry
things to achieve them. Hopefully, even-
tually, we have a moment of epiphany
when we realize the wrongs we have com-
mitted and will then try to make amends
for the harm we have caused.

Some people are very good at figuring
out all the wrongs ever committed, not
only by themselves, but by everyone else.
They clothe themselves in sackcloth and
spend the rest of their lives feeling bad
because they don’t feel worse.

(In my experience these people are usu-
ally Democrats).

Some people (Republicans) while criti-
cal of the faults of others never recognize
they did anything wrong. I hope that is not
why I am a Republican but I am willing
to admit it is possible.

The debate is part of this country’s
greatness. The fact that I can say I don’t
like Ronald Reagan is part of this
country’s greatness.

For whatever reason this country has
been greatly, greatly blessed. I believe
God has blessed us. You may believe
something else. That is another part of our
greatness.

I have come to believe that part of the
reason we see so much anger is that we do
not know how to accept this great gift that
we have in living in the United States of
America. We feel unworthy, or think we
are worthy but are mad because someone
we have judged unworthy is getting the
same deal.

Maybe I do get Reagan’s popularity.
Those who praise him always speak of his
kindness, his smile. He believed in
America’s greatness. So do I.

Suicide is a complex and multi-dimen-
sional problem; there is never only one
factor that causes a person to take their
own life, but a combination of many fac-
tors that can easily go unnoticed by fam-
ily, friends and co-workers.

 The first week of September is Na-
tional Suicide Prevention Week, intended
to expand awareness of the need to in-
crease suicide prevention efforts and ef-
fective intervention. Some risk factors
associated with suicide include mental
illness, substance abuse, previous suicide
attempts, hopelessness, access to lethal
means, recent loss of a loved one, unem-
ployment, and vulnerability to self-harm.
Protective factors that “buffer” against
suicide and suicidal behaviors include
high self-esteem, social connectedness,
supportive family and friends, and effec-
tive problem-solving skills.

Here are a few facts from the American
Association of Suicidology:

 • Suicide is the 11th leading cause of
death in the United States. (Numbers 1-
10 are all physical health problems such
as heart disease and diabetes, except for
number 5, which is accidents and uninten-
tional injuries. Homicide ranks as num-
ber 13.)

 • Suicide is the 3rd leading cause of
death among 15 to 24-year-olds.

 • Females attempt suicide three times
more often than males, but males com-
plete suicide at a rate four times that of fe-
males. (Part of the reason is that males tend
to use a more lethal means such as a gun.)

 • The elderly make up 13 per cent of the
population, and account for almost 25 per
cent of all suicides. One of the leading
causes of suicide among the elderly is
depression, often undiagnosed and/or
untreated.

The experts who research and study sui-
cide believe that most suicidal individuals
do not want to die; they just want to end the
emotional pain they are experiencing.
When suicidal intent or risk is detected
early, lives can be saved. If you have con-
cerns about a family member, friend, or
yourself, talk with someone who can help
such as your family physician, clergy, or
mental health professional.
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T H E  N O R T O NT H E  N O R T O N WRITE:

The Norton Telegram encourages Let-
ters to the Editor on any topic of public in-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry the address and phone number of the
author.

We do not publish anonymous letters.
We sign our opinions and expect readers
to do likewise.

ELECTED OFFICIALS:
★ U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109
Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; fax (202) 224-3514
★ U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback,
303 Hart Senate Office Building,

Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521
★ U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519
Longworth House Office Build-
ing, Washington, D.C. 20515.
(202) 225-2715

We do not publish form letters or letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous  should be submitted to
the Want Ad desk.

Letters will not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
length and legality. We will not publish at-
tacks on private individuals or businesses
which do not pertain to a public issue.


