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You Pick! You Choose!
Platinum Color — Classic Black

and White — Vintage Sepia
For the First Time Ever Choose the Type of Portraits
You Want Taken! Props and Accessories Provided

— 2 DAYS ONLY —
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 AND SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

$9.99 — 10x13 Portrait Plus $7.99 Sitting Fee Due At
Session, Covers All Subjects — By Appointment Only!

Register Today at Pamida, 505 W. Holme, Norton

Every issue, readers
like you get the good
news delivered to
your door. We are
dedicated to bring-
ing you stories that
make you laugh, cry,
and most of all keep
you informed!

OUR RATES ARE
COMPETITIVE!!
PLUS . . . If you need a gift idea,

a new subscription to The
Norton Telegram is perfect!!

TELEGRAMTELEGRAM
T H E  N O R T O NT H E  N O R T O N

215 S. Kansas, Norton — (785) 877-3361

SUBSCRIPTION RATES—
NORTON, PHILLIPS, GRAHAM
DECATUR & FURNAS COUNTIES:
1 Year ................................... $60.00
6 Months ............................. $32.00
3 Months ............................. $18.00
ELSEWHERE IN KANSAS
AND NEBRASKA:
1 Year ................................... $70.00
6 Months ............................. $37.00
Student (9 Mo.) ................... $52.50
Less than 6 Mo. would be $15 per month
ELSEWHERE IN US:
1 Year ................................... $76.00
6 Months ............................. $42.00
Student (9 Mo.) ................... $57.00
Less than 6 Mo. would be $15 per month

TAX IS INCLUDED

PLEASE SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS

PLEASE START A NEW SUBSCRIPTION FOR ME

PLEASE ADD TO THE FOLLOWING SUBSCRIPTION

NAME: ___________________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________

CITY: _____________________________________

STATE: ________________     ZIP: ______________

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION FROM _______________________

MY CHECK FOR  $_________________ IS ENCLOSED

GOOD
NEWS!

Get Some

New Subscriber
Discount

Get $3 off on a 6-mo. subscription
or $6 off a 1-year subscription

just add this coupon

to the subscription coupon at the right

Please give me
a new subscriber discount

ALMENA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
will hold their annual

Ice Cream Social
SATURDAY,

SEPTEMBER 11
at the

Almena Community
Building from 5-7 p.m.

Sandwiches, Hot Dogs, Chips,
Jello Salad, Potato Salad, Baked

Beans, Cake, Homemade Ice Cream,
Coffee and Tea will be Served

Blue Jays drop season opener 30-14

Norton’s play by play football action Friday night at Oakley

By DICK BOYD
Coach Bruce Graber’s Norton

Community High School football
team showed a lot of potential in
Friday’s season opener in Oakley,
but lost 30-14 to the veteran
Oakley eleven.

Norton lost 18 seniors and 16
starters from last year’s team,
which compiled an 11-1 record
with the lone loss to state cham-
pion Conway Springs. In compari-
son, Oakley returned 14 starters
and 23 lettermen from last year’s
playoff team.

With a long list of Norton play-
ers receiving their baptism under
fire, the first half was a real
struggle but the Jays trailed just 6-
0 after one quarter and 14-0 at in-
termission.

After the mistake-prone first
half, Coach Graber convinced the
Blue Jays at half-time that they
could play with the seasoned
Plainsmen and they came charg-
ing out of the dressing room ready
to make amends.

In the third quarter and start of
the fourth, the large contingent of
Norton fans witnessed a real turn-
around. The Blue Jays looked like
veterans as they scored once in the
third period and again early in the
fourth to knot the score at 14-all
with 11:24 remaining in the con-
test.

An intercepted Norton pass re-
turned for a touchdown by

Oakley’s Northwest Kansas
League all-League defensive back
Matt Smith, and a two-point con-
version gave the homestanding
Plainsmen a 22-14 edge.

The Blue Jays were unable to
score and Oakley added another
with time running out that made
the final score look much worse
than it actually was.

“I was as proud of what we did
in the third quarter as I’ve ever
been of a football team,” said
Coach Graber. “We have players
who have the ability to get the job
done. We just need more consis-
tency and to eliminate errors that
stop ourselves. We had lots of new
players in the lineup. It’s a whole
different game when you’re a
starter and you know the pressure
is on you to play every play.

“I’m so proud of our players that
they battled back in the second
half. They passed the gut check.
The third quarter was a signal that
we can be a decent team. We’re
young and inexperienced at a lot
of positions. Maybe we’re a little
overwhelmed at times. We had a
lot of backup people getting their
first taste of getting the job done.

“Defensively, we weren’t too
bad and we had more yards on of-
fense than they did.

“We’ve got a lot of work to do.
We must put this one behind us and
learn from the negatives and grow
from the good things we did. We’ll

The Oakley Plainsmen beat the
Norton Community High School
Blue Jays 30-14 in the first football
game of the season on Friday.

FIRST QUARTER
Oakley kicked off to Norton to

start the game.
Aaron Overlease returned the

kickoff to the 24-yard line. Seth
Mills passed complete to Ryan
Maddy on the Norton 49. Norton
fumbled on the next play but recov-
ered. Kyle Kats ran for three yards
and Mills hit Overlease for a five-
yard gain. Overlease lost a yard on
a fourth down run and Oakley took
over on their 44.

Calder Keller, a second team all-
league running back for Oakley,
gained three on first down. On sec-
ond down, however, Norton’s 210-
pound senior interior defensive
lineman, Blake Hillebrand,
dropped an Oakley back for a five-
yard loss. After an incomplete pass,
Oakley punted and Kats returned
the ball to the Norton 31.

Overlease ran for four but Mills
couldn’t find a receiver on second
down and was sacked. Kats ran for
three but Norton was forced to punt.
Chris Davis had trouble with the
center snap and had to punt hur-
riedly. The ball went out-of-bounds
on the Norton 37.

Senior quarterback Shawn
Kuhlman, who is also a returning
second-team all-league selection,
completed a six-yard pass to Levi
Younkin. After a five-yard offsides
penalty against Oakley, Keller tried
the Norton line but to no avail as
Michael Sprigg and senior line-
backer Lucas Wiseman stopped
him for no gain. Keller carried
again, this time on a counter play,
but Hillebrand limited him to two
yards. On fourth and six, Kuhlman
fired a pass down field and Keller
made a diving catch at the Norton
five.

Keller ran for the touchdown on
the next play but Norton blocked
the extra point kick and the Jays
trailed 6-0 with 4:07 left in the first.

Oakley kicked off into the end
zone so the Jays took over on their
20-yard line.

Kats ran for four but an illegal
procedure penalty cost Norton five
yards. Mills passed to Overlease in
the flat but he was tackled for a
three-yard loss. Norton was
offsides on the next play and penal-
ized five more. A pass over the
middle to Maddy reached only the
17 and Davis punted. The ball was
downed on the Norton 34, giving
Oakley good field position.

The Plainsmen’s Smith gained
12 yards around the right end.
Oakley’s Adam Martin, a senior
second team all-league running
back, was dropped for a one-yard
loss by Hillebrand and Blake
VanEaton.

Martin ended the game as
Oakley’s leading rusher with 56
yards on 15 carries.

On second down, Oakley went to
the air but Kats knocked the ball
away from the receiver. Martin

gained three and Oakley went to the
air again on fourth down. This time
Roe knocked the ball away and the
Blue Jays took over. Overlease lost
two as the first quarter came to a
close with Norton trailing 6-0.

SECOND QUARTER
Mills dropped back to pass but

was hit hard by an Oakley defender
and fumbled. Hillebrand recovered
on the Norton six-yard line.

Adding insult to injury, Norton
was whistled for offsides on the
next play and the penalty was half
the distance to the goal. Overlease
made a nice run to the 11 but Norton
was forced to punt again.

Smith returned Davis’ punt to the
Oakley 47. The Norton defense
was strong as Martin gained just
eight on three carries and Oakley
punted out of bounds on the Norton
seven-yard line.

The Blue Jays tried to surprise the
Oakley defense with a pass but the
aerial by Mills was intercepted by
Martin and returned for a touch-
down. Smith ran for two extra
points and the Plainsmen led 14-0
with 8:13 left in the first half.

The kickoff went into the end
zone. Kats gained eight on two car-
ries but Overlease was stopped for
no gain on third down. Davis had
trouble with the punt snap and de-
cided to run. He fumbled and
Oakley recovered on the Norton
nine-yard line. With some help by
two Oakley offsides penalties, the
Norton defense held and regained
the ball on the 15.

Mills ran for five, then completed
a 12-yard pass to Justin Shirk who
made a diving catch. The Blue Jays
went to the shotgun formation but
the center’s snap went over Mills’
head and he was downed on the 10.
Overlease ran for two and Clay
Madden gained four. Norton
punted into Oakley territory, but on

first down, Keller ran to the Norton
34. After an incomplete pass, it was
half-time and, despite Oakley’s
field advantage, Norton trailed by
just 14-0.

THIRD QUARTER
Norton kicked off and Lance Roe

tackled Martin on the 18. Smith
gained nothing, then Keller was
limited to three as Mills made the
tackle. After no gain on third down,
Oakley punted to the Norton 38.

Mills completed a 12-yard pass
to Maddy, then connected with
Shirk, and he ran to the Oakley 29.
Overlease lost a yard but Mills ran
the keeper to the 31. Norton lost five
for offsides but Mills passed to
Shirk for a first down on the 25.
Kats ran for another first down on
the 15. Oakley’s defense stiffened
and four straight Norton passes
went incomplete.

Kuhlman gained five and Smith
three, then Martin ran for a first
down on the 25. Smith was stopped
for no gain by Hillebrand and Lucas
Wiseman. On second down,
Oakley fumbled and Kats recov-
ered on the Oakley 44.

Mills spotted Shirk running
down the Oakley sideline and hit
him with a perfect pass for a 44-
yard touchdown. William Wilhite
split the uprights and Norton trailed
14-7 with 4:37 left in the third.

Oakley returned Sprigg’s kickoff
to the 25. The Blue Jay defense
forced Oakley to punt after three
downs. Kats returned the punt to the
Norton 40. Kats turned the right
corner for nine but a delay of game
penalty cost Norton five. Mills ran
the keeper to the Oakley 42 for a
first down. Kats gained two, then
Mills hit Madden for a first down
on the 23. Kats broke several tack-
les before he was stopped at the
Oakley 11 as the third quarter
ended.

FOURTH QUARTER
Overlease ran to the one, then

Mills sneaked into the end zone for
Norton’s second touchdown.
Wilhite kicked the extra point and
it was a 14-all game with 11:24 left.

The Norton crowd was becom-
ing more noisy by the second.

Kuhlman returned Sprigg’s kick-
off to the Oakley 37. On a quick
hitter, Martin gained eight before
Hillebrand downed him. Martin
ran to the Oakley 49 for a first down
as Hillebrand made the tackle.
Keller got the call but Hillebrand
stopped him for no gain. Martin ran
for six, then got a first down on the
Norton 40. Oakley lost one on a
fumble and a pass fell incomplete.
Keller tried the Norton line and
Hillebrand tackled him for no gain.
Oakley punted into the end zone
and the Blue Jays received the ball

go to work and fix one thing at a
time.”

Sophomore back Blake
VanEaton suffered a concussion
during the game and was taken to
the hospital.

“Losing Blake was tough for
us,” said Coach Graber. “I’ll be
very surprised if he plays this
week. We won’t take any chances
on his overall health.”

Coach Graber said he felt the
rest of the team made it through the
game without any major injuries.
It was a warm night but he said he
felt that his players were in good
physical condition.

The Blue Jays had 69 yards
rushing and 140 passing for 209
yards of total offense compared to
just 137 yards rushing and 38 pass-
ing for 174 yards of total offense
for Oakley.

Senior quarterback Seth Mills
completed 11 of 21 passes for over
50 percent accuracy. Mills con-
nected with senior tight end Justin
Shirk for a 44-yard touchdown
with 11:24 left in the game.

Junior William Wilhite kicked
both extra points.

“This was Wilhite’s first expe-
rience kicking as a Blue Jay and he
did a good job under fire,” said
Coach Graber.

Senior running back Kyle Kats
was Norton’s leading ground
gainer. He carried the ball 11 times
and gained 67 yards for a six yards

per carry average. Other ball car-
riers were Aaron Overlease, nine
carries for 24 yards; Mills, 10 for
minus nine; Chris Davis, one for
minus 17; and Clay Madden, one
for four.

Shirk was Norton’s leading pass
receiver. He caught four passes for
76 yards. Senior tight end Ryan
Maddy grabbed three for 44 yards,
Overlease caught three for four
yards and Madden had one for 16
yards.

Kats also had a kickoff return for
22 yards and two punt returns for
nine yards. Overlease had one
kickoff return for 19 yards and
Lance Roe had one for 16 yards.

Senior Michael Sprigg had three
kickoffs for a 42-yard average.

Senior defensive tackle Blake
Hillebrand was leading tackler for
Norton with 11 solo tackles, 5 as-
sists for 16 total tackles. He was
followed by: Ryan Maddy, 7 solos,
4 assists, 11 total; Justin Shirk, 5
solos, 2 assists, 7 total; Michael
Sprigg, 4 solos, 2 assists, 6 total;
Lance Roe, 4 solos, 1 assist, 5 to-
tal; Kyle Kats, 4 solos, 1 assist, 5
total; Nathan Broeckelman, 3 so-
los; Heath Vincent, 2 solos, 1 as-
sist, 3 total; Seth Mills, 1 solo, 1
assist, 2 total; Lucas Wiseman, 2
assists; Paul Juenemann, 1 solo;
Blake Van Eaton, Davvid Stanley
and Luke Pfannenstiel, 1 assist
each.

on their own 20 with plenty of time.
After a holding penalty moved

Norton back to the 10, Overlease
took advantage of a great  crack
back block by Shirk to gain a quick
eight. Norton went to the pass sur-
prise again but Oakley’s defense
was ready and Smith intercepted
Mills’ aerial and returned it 35 yards
for a go-ahead touchdown. A pass
to Chad Baalman was good for two
and Norton  trailed 22-14 with 7:11
left in the game.

Kats returned the kickoff to the
27. A flat pass to Overlease gained
nothing. Kats sprinted through a
big hole on the left side for a first
down on the 45. After two incom-
plete passes. Keller intercepted a
Mills aerial.

Keller returned the ball to the
Norton 43 and the Plainsmen drove
on the ground for another touch-

down. Smith scored from 22 yards
out and Kuhlman ran for two to give
Oakley a 30-14 advantage with
1:05 remaining.

Roe returned the kickoff to the
34-yard line but time ran out for the
Jays.

NEXT ACTION
The Norton Blue Jays will host

Plainville in Mid-Continent
League action at Travis Field this
Friday night, beginning at 7 p.m.

GAME STATISTICS
N O
10 First Downs 9
32-69 Yards Rushing 43-137
140 Yards Passing 38
209 Total Yards 175
11-21-3  Passes Comp. 3-9-0
6-37 Penalties 4-20
4-26 Punts 5-38

Norton’s senior quarterback Seth Mills, making his first
start for the Blue Jays, gains 13 yards on a keeper late in
the third quarter against Oakley on Friday. Six plays later,
Mills scored on a sneak and Wilhite’s extra point kick tied
the score at 14-all.                              — Telegram photo by Dick Boyd


