Sister goes
to Brazil
to help
villagers

By PRISCILLA
VANDERWEELE

It'salong way from Kansasto
Brazil, from English to Portu-
guese, from afarm near Leoville
to apoverty-stricken villagein a
strange country.

However,whentheSistersof St.
Joseph of Concordia decided to
start a mission in Brazil, Sister
Rose Marie, the former Dorothy
Dwyer, answered thecall.

That wasin 1964, and she'sstill
there working with the poor.

Sr. RoseMariewashbornwest of
NewAlmelotoJohnand Florence
Dwyer. She hasninebrothersand
sistersincluding DennisDwyer of
Norcatur.

After attending grade school in
NewAlmeloand graduating from
the Catholic high school in
Leoville shejoined the Sisters of
St. Josephin Concordiain 1951.

She taught school there and
around Salinafor many yearsbe-
fore accepting the call to Brazil.

Sr. RoseMariehasspent thepast
sixyearsinasmall town,anhour’s
drivefrom Teresina, called Piaui.
Piaui has many big cattle farms,
some of which practice illegal
slave labor. Often peasants came
fromtheNortheast hopingtofind
a better life but instead were
stripped of their documents and
held at gun point, forced to work
off debtsthey didn’t owe.

Itwasn’ tuntil the CPT land pas-
toral, areligious organization in
Brazil, received word of the sla-
very that the federal police were
informed and were ableto inves-
tigate. The farmers were then
forced to pay and release their
davesandalow themtoreturnto
their native state.
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Sister Rose Marie with her Brazilian friends.

Now Sister RoseMarieisavol-
unteer in Teresina, helping to
make peasants of the small towns
awareof theslavery many of their
fellow farm workers have en-
dured.

Sister Rose Marie livesin the
same conditions as the villagers
she helps. They live without run-
ning water or indoor plumbing.
Their biggest hope isto raise
enough money to build sturdy
walls and roofs to replace their
fragilehuts.

Shemovedto Teresinain hopes
of workingwiththelocal land pas-
toral toorganizeself-help projects
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to assist the people there so that
they wouldn’t be forced to travel
elsewhere.

Inthetimeshe'sbeenthere, she
says things have begun to look
brighter. Many young men and
women nearby have encouraged
her to organi ze meetingsand con-
tinue teaching them to help one
another. Itwill takesomeorgani z-
ing before they can reach their
goals, but progressiis steady and
Sister RoseMariesaystheLordis
with them.

Sr. Rose Marie is hoping to
come back to Kansas for a visit
next year.
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Immunizations Important
part of starting school

Kansas health regulations re-
quirechildrenenteringkindergar-
ten must have current immuniza-
tion records.

Jenda Jones, immunization co-
ordinator for the Norton County
Health Department said that with
theHead Start program and Early
Childhood Development program
in Norton County, many children
began getting their required shots
at age4.

Ms. Jonesadded that anew Kan-
saslaw requireschildren entering
kindergartento providedocumen-
tation that they have had chicken
pox or have had the vaccine. She
said that prior to starting kinder-
garten, children must have the
HepatitisB series.

Norton School Nurse Vicki
Enfield will have the children’s
immunization records after
classesstartsand notify parentsif
their child needsadditional immu-
nization.

I mmuni zationsareanimportant
part of your child's well-being.
The very short timeyour childis
uncomfortable is well worth the
protection from disease that im-
munizations provide.

An immunization contains ei-
ther adead or aweakenedgerm, or
partsof it, for aparticular disease.
Italowsyour child’sbody toprac-
tice fighting the disease by mak-
ing antibodies.

Then if your child is ever ex-
posedtotheactua disease, thean-
tibodies are already in place and
the body knowshow to combat it.
To better understand the benefits
of vaccines, here are afew com-
mon myths and the factsthat dis-
provethem:

Myth: The immunization will
givemy childthediseasethevac-
cineissupposed to prevent.

Fact: Itisimpossibleto get the
disease from any vaccine made
withdead or partial bacteriaor vi-
ruses. Only thoseimmunizations
madefromweakened liveviruses
—suchaschickenpox or measles,
mumps and rubella vaccine —
could possibly make a child de-
velop amild form of the disease.
Butitistypically muchlesssevere
thantheillnessthat would occur if
a person were infected with the
disease-causing virusitself.

Myth: If al theother childrenin
school areimmunized, there’sno
harminnotimmunizingmy child.

Fact: Vaccines prevent 12 po-
tentially deadly diseases. Each
child who isn’t immunized gives
these highly contagious diseases
onemore chanceto spread. Inthe
days before immunizations, mil-
lionsdiedfromdiseaseslikediph-
theria, polio, measles and whop-
ping cough. Studiesshow that they
re-emerge when vaccine use de-
Creases.

Myth: Immunizations will
causemy childtohaveabadreac-
tion.

Fact: The most common reac-
tionstovaccinesareminor and can
include fever, arash, or redness
and swelling where the shot was
given. Thepossihility of animmu-
nization triggering amore severe
reactionisrare. Infact, it'smuch
lower thantherisk of catchingthe
disease itself if achildisnot im-
munized. Some unsubstantiated
rumorshavetriedtolink vaccines
to multiple sclerosis, sudden in-
fant death syndrome, autism and

other problems, but studies have
failed to show any connection be-
tween immunizations and these
conditions.

Myth: My childdoesnot needto
beimmunized becausethedisease
has been eliminated.

Fact: Diseases that are rare or
nonexistent in the U.S., such as
polioand meadles, till flourishin
other parts of the world. In our
mobile, global community, it is
easy to come into contact with
theseillnessesthrough travel.

Myth: My childdoesnot needto
beimmunized if he'shealthy, ac-
tiveand eating well.

Fact: Vaccinationsareintended
to help keep healthy children
healthy. They work by protecting
thebody before disease strikes. If
youwait until your child getssick
toimmunizehim, itwill betoolate
for thevaccineto work.

Asareminder, be sure to take
your child’s pink immunization
card with you when you visit the
doctor. Theclinicstaff will beglac
toupdateit for you. Know that the
brief discomfort and anxiety your
childmay experienceisdefinitely
worthit. Infact, it may be one of
thebestthingsyouever dofor their
health.

August is National Immuniza-
tion AwarenessMonth. Let's cel-
ebrate how fortunate we are tc
have access to immunizations s
that we can avoid the deadly dis-
eases of measles, mumps, rubelle
and polio, just to name afew.

For moreinformationand print-
out material sabout childhoodim:-
muni zations, goto: www.cdc.gov/
nip/default.htm.
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