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Let’s put this whole Iraqgi-jail-fun-and-games thing in some sort
of perspective:

The jail incidents, and the Army trials that will keep them in the dOLIBBING
news into next year, are news because in this country, we care. WOULD ILLUSTR2TE
Some armies would laugh at the things American prison guards 2 /(3/\(536
were caught doing. In some armies, it’s perfectly acceptable to
shoot civilians or humiliate, rape and pillage. PGR*’:'PGCTWG...

Ours is not one of them. We have rules. We expect our soldiers
to abide by them, and most of them do. So it’s news when a few
don’t.

Many countries would try to sweep the whole thing under the
rug. The government would deny it happened, reporters would
be shooed off or arrested, the guilty would either be transferred
or just disappear.

" 1 JUST THOUGHT
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The whole thing would go away.

Not in America. We are free and open. We put the culprits on
public trial, and then have to listen to defense charges that some-
how the Pentagon and President Bush planned the whole thing.
The guilty parties were “only following orders.” I

twaswithsadness| |earned thisweek

Sure, that’s likely. The president and Donald Rumsfeld are
sitting around the Oval Office, and Mr. Bush says, “Say, Rummy,
let’s have some of our prison guards sexually harass some Iraqi
prisoners, raise an uproar in world opinion, and lose me thou-
sands of votes at the same time.

“Oh, and be sure they are dumb enough to record the whole
thing on video tape.”

of afamily moving from Norton. It

makes me sad and abit ashamed.
They were one of those couples | had
put on my list of “someday for dinner”.
Now, it isover ayear since they moved
here, they’ removingaway and | havelost
out on meeting someone new.
Thereisno oneto blame but myself.

“Yes, Mr. President. Do you want us to send them a selection of | lways usetheexcuse, “ Thisweek is
sex toys for the show?” too busy, but Il doit next week.”
Right. But next week never comes.
No, the point is, Americans won’t put up with this kind of thing. | say, “I'll doit when I get the house
In World War Il, we prosecuted prison guards for smashing the clean.” e
And Jack always responds, “If itisa

mouths of Japanese prisoners to steal their gold fillings. In Viet-
nam, we prosecuted soldiers for everything from theft to drug
charges to murder.

In our own country, we’ve managed over the last 50 years to do
away with a great deal of police violence and abuse through
better training and public pressure. Rodney King may have taken
a beating, but in the end, he won the war.

But it’s because we believe in the rules and take great pride in
our Bill of Rights and our sense of decency that we have the
specter of public trials in the Iraq jail abuse scandal.

Some would say that what the prison guards did was not that
big a deal. They posed the prisoners in sexually embarrassing
positions and made them do things most of us would not want to
do. As far as we can tell, no one was injured, but the treatment
was psychologically brutal. It was done for no good reason but
the entertainment of bored guards.

So it’s not a murder case? Still, the guards need to be punished,
as do any higher ups who knew about and either condoned the
treatment or looked the other way.

There’s no doubt, the way the army works, that some careers
will be ruined. Some guards will go to jail. That is as it should be.

This week, it’s Pfc. Lynndie England, a West Virginia reservist,
who is in the dock. An army investigator said he thought combat
stress and a jail riot a few days before had contributed to the lack
of discipline among the guards, all reservists called to active duty.

But Pvt. England, he said, she just seemed to be bored and
looking for some fun.

Some fun, indeed.

This is not our way. This is not how we expect our army to
behave. And it’s American to do something about it, openly,
before the world.

That is a good thing.

clean house they are coming to see they
probably aren’t our kind of people.”
Or | say, “I can’t think of anything to

TotheEditor:

Today | read articlesin the online edi-
tionsof theDenver PostandtheNew Y ork
Times about our faith and our voting.
They are taking notice of their inter-
connectedness.

Locally, some have asked about the
ChrigtianCoalitionandtheir participation
inpolitics. Who arethey?

TheChristianCoalitionwasfoundedin
1989. They represent millions of people
of faithand enablethemto haveaunified
voiceinour democracy. They believethat
peopleof faith havearight and arespon-
sibility to beinvolved in community, so-
cial and political action. Thecoalitionis
dedicated to equipping and educating
peoplewithresourcesandinformationto
battlefor pro-family legislation.

Their 5-fold missionisto:

* Represent the pro-family point of
view beforelocal councils, school boards,
statelegislaturesand Congress

— Steve Haynes

Dear Plain Sense: My 4-year-old fre-
guently steals things from other family
members. I’ mworried heison hisway to
becomingapetty thief. What should | do?

Parents naturally become concerned
about achild who takesthingsthat don’'t
belong to them. This should not be re-
garded as“ stealing” until thechildisca
pabl eof understanding the consequences
of such behavior, which is usually be-
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to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.
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fix.”

AndJack answers, “ Just fix dessert, we
don’t need to invite them for awhole
meal.”

Or“Wheat if they don’t wantto come?’

Hisresponse, “They’ Il say no.”

So | haveonly myself to blame, heisa
willing partner.

| suspect I' m not the only oneguilty of

* Speak out in the public arenaand in
themedia

* Trainleadersfor effective social and
political action;

*Informpro-family votersabout timely
issuesand legidlation

* Protest anti-Christian bigotry and de-
fend therightsof peopleof faith.

Their goalsinclude:

* Strengthening thefamily

* Protecting innocent humanlife

* Returning education to local and pa-
rental control

« Easing thetax burden onfamilies

* Punishing criminals and defending
victims' rights

* Protecting young peopleand our com-
munitiesfrom the pollution of pornogra-
phy

* Defending theinstitution of marriage

* Protecting religiousfreedom

TheChristian Coalitiontakesactionon
theabovegoal sby actively lobbying Con-

High Plains

Mental Health

Karen D. Berry,
consultation and education

ers. Parents must also serve as positive
role models. If adults bring home items
fromtheir place of work, or allow amis-
takeat thesupermarket checkout to occur
intheir favor, it will be harder for achild
to understand the concept of honesty.
Inmost cases, gedingwill sopasthechild
growsolder if parentstakeproper measures.
Teachyour childthat stealingiswrong

WRITE:

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

thisand I’ d like to think this experience
would forcemeto bemorevigilant.

Y ou would think someone who had
movedasmuchas| havewouldbethefirgt
on the Welcome Wagon.

| knowwhat itisliketobenewintown,
I’vebeenthat in several cities.

Butinasmall townitisamost worse,
because everyone knowsyou are new to
theareaand you feel theisolation.

| canonly hopethat lack of friendsand
acceptance did not play arolein this
couple’ sdecisionto leave. Butif it did |
know | haveto accept acertain amount of
responsibility for not beingagood neigh-
bor and not providingthegroundwork for
afriendshipto grow.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Religious organization takes part in politics and elections

gressand the White House on numerous
issues, holding grassroots training
schools around the country, hosting
eventsthat draw thousandsof pro-family
supporters from around the nation, and
organizing community activists regard-
ingissuesfacing local government.

Thehallmark work of thecoalition|lies
invoter education.

Prior tothe2000 November el ectionthe
Christian Coalition of America distrib-
uted arecord 70 million voter guides
throughout all 50 states. They have been
publishing the guides for primaries anc
electionsfor 15years.

The guides come from candidate sur-
veysthat the candidatesfill out, sign anc
return. The guides are non-partisan and
aredesignedtogivevotersaclear under-
standing of wherecandidatesstand onthe
issuesimportant to them.

Jeff Nielsen
Norton Christian Church

Parent concerned with child’s theft

andisnot acceptablewithinthefamily or
the community. Guide him or her in re-
turning the stolen object to the proper
owner; if for somereasonit cannot bere-
turned then helpthechildinarranging to
pay for or replacetheitem. Whentheitem
has been returned or paid for, give the
child praisefor their effort and work.

If stealingispersistent or accompanied
by other problem behaviors, it may be &
signof moreseriousemotional problems
that both child and parentsneed hel pwith.
Distrust candevelop quickly issuchfam:-
ily situations. Y our local mental health
professional can assist in evaluating the
causes for the behavior, and work with
thoseinvolvedtore-establishbetter rela-
tionshipsand more healthy behaviors.

theWant Ad desk.

L etterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicissue.



