Prairie Dog Park projects are under way

Boat Ramp Restroom— A new vaulttoi-
let facility will beinstalled at the park’ sboat
ramp thisspring or early summer.

Thecommercially built concretecast vault
restroomisbeing purchased with M otor Boat
Access Funding. the present facility con-
structedin 1965 will beremoved and replaced
with the handicap accessiblefacility.

| dentical totherestroom at thefishing dock,
the new facility will be much easier to main-
tain and clean during the busy season. The
park hashad many requestsfrom constituents

for an updated facility of thistype at the boat
ramp.

L ateral Field Replacements— Thelatera
fieldsat both shower buildingswerereplaced
inlate January.

The contract was awarded to Bolig Con-
structioninWaK eeney andwascompletedin
twodays. Thenew |ateral systemsshould ex-
tend thelife of the sewage systemineachfa
cility for many years. The total cost of the
project was $5,000.

Agricultural practices help improve park

Inadditiontoburningand mowing, agricul-
tural practicesareused toimprovehabitat in
the state park.

David Brandyberry has a contract to farm
approximately 200 acres of cropland and
wildlifefood plotswithin the park area. The
park’ sobjectivesfor thefarming programin-
clude the re-establishment of native grasses,
providingwildlifefood plotsand habitat, and
reducingthenoxiousweedinfestationsinthe
area.

Under the contract, thedepartment’ sshare
of themilocropisleft un-harvested asawild-
life food source, while it’s share of the har-
vested wheat crop is sold with proceeds be-
ing deposited in the park’ sfund.

The drought conditions have greatly re-
duced our progresswith habitat improvement.
Hopefully, the park will receive amplerain-
fall this spring and proceed with this much

needed ongoing project.

Prison crews are
Invaluable asset

An inmate crew from the Norton Correc-
tional Facility continuesto be an invaluable
asset for the park and wildlifearea.

Many of the projectsthey completewould
never bedonewithout their assistance. Some
of theprojectsthey haveworked onduringthe
lastyear includepainting picnictables, shore-
linetreeremoval, mowing and trimming, as-
sist staff with opening and closing shower/
restroom facilities, sign staining, and litter
pickup.

Thepark hasutilized acrew sincethefacil-
ity openedinthelate 1980s.
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Norton’s Lynn Harper caught a 5 pound, 12 ounce, 24 inch wiper on
April 4.
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