Father Vincent Thu Laing led his congregation into the church just before the
Palm Sunday services at the St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church. Each parishio-

ner carried a palm, which was blessed earlier. — Telegram photo by Veronica Monier
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County may get help
to deal with Insurance

By VERONICA MONIER

The Norton County commis-
sionersmay hirean outsidegroup
tohelpthemget abetter deal onthe
county’sinsurance plan.

Dennis Lister and Janet Willis
withCBIZ BenefitsandInsurance
Services, a consulting firm, ex-
plained some of what their com-
pany does.

Mr. Lister said the normal pro-
cessistodoastrategicplanforthe
county’shealthinsurace.

They will look through the
county’s data and that of Blue
Cross Blue Shield, the county’s
insurance provider.

“Qur goal isto get you the best
deal,” Mr. Lister said.

“We're used to working with
insurance companies to get this
accomplished.”

The second part isto look for
competition. That way, he said,
they caneither negotiatewith Blue
Cross or change to a better pro-
vider.

Ms. Willis said once they have
theinformation, they canbeginto
look at getting the county what it
needs.

Another part of their job isto
make sure the employees are
happy. If the county’s employees
have questions or problems, they
cancal CBIZ.

County Commissioner John
Miller said they had dealt with a
third party oninsurancebeforeand
had abetter planthanthey donow,
but the employees became un-
happy, feeling that they were get-
ting thethird degree.

He said they needed to tell the
employees about what was going
on.

“We want to et our employees
know why you're out here,” Mr.
Miller said.

“That way they know. It's al-
ways better to tell them directly
thanto havethem hear something
through the grapevine.

“We want them to know that
we'renot, at thispoint, changing
their insurance and to let them
know why you' re here.”

Mr. Lister saiditwill takeabout
four monthsto get anideaof what
is going to be needed for the
county.

Hesaid CBIZ hasa30-day con-
tract, thatway if their clientsaren’t
happy, services can be stopped.

Mr. Miller said the company’s
fees are reasonable and that the
county doesn’t havetheexpertise
to handle something like this. He
saiditwould beafull-timejobjust
tokeep up.

He said the biggest thing they
arelooking for isto slow the cost

Commissioners look
at future bridge projects

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

On March 22, the Norton
County commissionersdiscussed
road improvements with Steve
Berland of BG Consulting.

“Youguysknow youawaysget
abridgeayear,” Mr. Berlandsaid,
in discussing the county’s five-
year bridge plans.

Thereareseveral highway pro-
jects planned over the next few
years, which will include bridge
work on state highways and Nor-
ton County has issued bonds to
repair up to 25 bridges on county
roads.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Learned that the Kansas Su-
preme Court did not rule on the
county’s suit regarding regula-
tionsfor animal confinement op-
erations.

* Agreed with Sheriff Troy
Thomson that the county
shouldn’t hold prisoners for the
Kansas Department of Correc-
tions because of the problemsin-
volvedwith such prisonersandthe
lack of spaceinthe county jail.

» Heard that the sheriff needsto
hold evacuation exercises at the
jail at least four times ayear ac-
cording to the statejail inspector.

However, Sheriff Thomson said,
the dispatchers cannot help be-
cause they are not trained asjail-
ersandarenot allowedtoopenany
of thedoorsinthejail.

» Were told that the sheriff has
asked for bidsfor two new patrol
cars. Thesheriff hasaskedfor bids
fromat least six dealersincluding
thetwointown.

e TakedtoDan Sturgill andRich
Miller about High Plains Mental
Health.

The men said that the group
would be asking for the same
amount of money aslast year from
the county.

e Held a public meeting and
passed a resolution to accept
amendments to the Northwest
Kansas Solid Waste Authority
Solid Waste Management Plan.

Information on the resolution
and the county’s solid waste plan
areavailableat thecounty clerk’s
office.

* Were told that the windows
planned for the shed at the recy-
cling center were to be cut and
Plexiglassinstalledwhilethethree
solid waste employees were at a
househol d hazardouswaste meet-
ingin Lindsborg.

Rural Telephone names
development specialist

Tony Poore, Hill City, hasbeen
named theeconomicdevel opment
and networking manager for Ru-
ral Telephone.

“This newly created position
will enable us to put an even
greater emphasisonstrengthening
the vitality of the communitiesit
serves through both business and
education,” said Rural’s General
Manager Larry Sevier.

“Rural Telephone understands
that our success depends on the
successof our communities,” Mr.
Poore said. “If communities|ose
jobs, schools and residents, we
losecustomers. Butit’smorethan
thebottomline. Theempl oyeesof
Rural Telephone loveliving in
western Kansas and genuinely
want strong communities where
their familiescangotoschool and
to work. We want to export the
productsand serviceswesell, not
our children. Weneed our commu-
nities to offer agood life for the
peoplewho live here and want to
stay.”

Mr. Pooresaid he planstowork
withtheNortoncivicandbusiness
leaders and to keep in touch with
the county commissioners, city
council, Norton Rural and Eco-
nomic Development and busi-

Nesses.

Mr. Poore will help them find
waysto grow, suchasusingloans
and grants.

Mr. Poore has hiswork cut out
for him.

Since 1970, popul ation has de-
clined in all but two northwest
Kansas counties. Recognizing
this, Rural Telephone started an
Economic Development depart-
ment morethan adecadeagowith
arevolving loan fund to provide
start-up money for businessesin
northwest Kansas.

Mr. Poore’s job will beto help
businesses. Rural Telephonefeels
businesseshaveabetter chanceto
stay competitiveif they areableto
usetechnol ogy offered by the co-
operative and Nex-Tech.

Mr. Poore will oversee Rural
Telephone' sparticipationinKan-
Ed, astatewidenetwork that gives
studentsincreased educational op-
portunities. Hewill manageRural
Telephone’s Revolving Loan
Fund, and keepupwithlegidation
that may affect economicdevel op-
ment.

Mr. Poore has served Rural
Telephone for 30 years, most re-
cently as plant manager of their
outside plant.

increases.

County Commissioner Leroy
Lang said the county’s goal isto
save money.

Mr. Lister said that is the
company’s goal. He said they
couldn’t guaranteethat they woul o
alwaysbeableto save money, but
if they didn’t, then the county
didn’'thavetoretaintheir services.

“Theshort contract time seems
tobethebest way toguaranteeour
work,” Mr. Lister said.

“But| think wehavesomepretty
goodreferencessayingthat we' ve
been pretty good about saving our
clientsmoney.”

Because Commissioner Dean
Krusewent homesick andwasn’t
at themeeting, thecommissioners
couldn’t make anything official.
CBIZ was recommended by the
Saline County commissioners.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

e Heard from Emergency Pre-
paredness Coordinator Alvin
M apesabout thecounty’ sMitiga-
tion 20/20 plan.

Mr.Mapessaidtheplanwasfin-
ished and needs to be approved.
Thecommissionersneedtolook at
the finished copy beforethey can
approve anything.

CITY-WIDE CLEAN-UP

Spring Clean-up is a free service
provided by the City of Norton.

If individuals choose to take
b items to the landfill themselves,
normal county fees will apply.

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday,

April 12*, 13" and 14"

City Trucks will make special trash pickup during these days.
Please put all of your items out by 8 a.m. on your regular route day.

THE ONLY ITEMS TO BE PUT IN THE ALLEY ARE METALS AND TREE

Fireplace ash must be in plastic bags.

All types of trash will be picked up on your regular trash route day
EXCEPT yard waste, tires, refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners,
household hazardous waste and construction debris.

(Tree limbs must be cut no longer than 8 feet long or they will not be picked up.)

The maximum limit of items the City will pick up at each residence
is 2 truck loads -- one load of household items and one load of tree limbs.

J SPECIAL NOTE: Please separate the types of trash, i.e., tree limbs from\
metals, etc. because they are disposed of in different locations at the
landfill. Mattresses and furniture need to be separate from other trash.

caustic chemicals, appliances with freon, etc. WILL

N

Hazardous waste such as paint, motor oil, batteries, pesticides, poisons,
NOT be picked up
and should be taken by owners directly to the county landfill.

~

REMINDER: TWICE-A-WEEK PICKUP BEGINS THE WEEK OF APRIL 12",
Regular household trash and recyclables will be picked up on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday. Yard waste for Monday’s route will be picked up
on Thursday. Yard waste for Tuesday’s route will be picked up on Friday.
Yard waste for Wednesday’s route will be picked up on Wednesday afternoon.

Yard waste must be placed at the curb and must be in a solid container!

For Handicap Accommodations, call the City Office at 877-5000.
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OF NORTON




