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Horticulture news

By Dana Belshe
Agriculture agent

Some Fruit Trees Need Pollinators

Fruit and nut trees must be
pollinated before fruit will de-
velop. Nut trees are pollinated
by the wind, but bees pollinate
most fruit trees.

If you are planning a fruit
planting, be sure to check to
see if the cultivars (varieties)
you are buying require a second
cultivar as a source of pollen. It
is important to understand that
the different source of pollen is
from a different cultivar, not a
second plant or tree of the same
cultivar. For example, a Jona-
than apple cannot be pollinated
by another Jonathan, but rather
another cultivar such as Golden
Delicious. Cultivars of apples,
sweet cherries, pears, Japanese
plums, blueberries, and elder-
berries generally need a second
cultivar for a pollen source.

There are some exceptions
such as Golden Delicious apple
and Stella sweet cherry that are
self-pollinating, and one tree is

sufficient. Apricots, tart or pie
cherry, European plum, peach,
nectarine, blackberry, raspberry,
currant, gooseberry, grape, and
strawberry plants are all self
pollinating, and only one tree or
plant is adequate for pollination
and fruit development. Apricots
would benefit from a pollinator.
If you have only one fruit tree
that requires a pollinator, you
can fool Mother Nature by us-
ing a bouquet of blossoms from
another cultivar of the same
species. Place the bouquet in
a container of water, and hang
it on the sunny side of the tree
that needs to be pollinated. The
bees will move from the flow-
ers in the bouquet to the flowers
in the tree and pollinate them.
The trees must be blooming at
the same time, and the bouquet
should be replaced every two or
three days to keep the flowers
fresh and the pollen viable

Dormant Oil Sprays for Fruit Trees

There are a number of dormant
sprays used on fruit to control
various diseases and insects, but
a dormant oil spray is designed to
control scale insects. If you have
a problem with scale, now is the
time to start looking for an op-
portunity to spray. Normally spray
should be applied by March 1,
especially with peaches and nec-
tarines.

Apples are tougher, and ap-
plication may be delayed up to

the green tip stage. Temperatures
need to be at least 40 degrees so
spray has a chance to dry before
freezing. If the spray does freeze
before it dries, plant injury can
occur. Applying the spray during
the morning will help insure that
it dries properly. Thorough cover-
age of limbs, branches, and twigs
is vital for good control. Note that
it is much easier to achieve good
spray coverage if the tree is pruned
before spraying.
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from their mother, Bernadette, along with Diane Pagdett arranging the seeds.

Community gardeners ready for spring

Through the years, there have
been gardeners with big gardens
who, when they have an excess of
vegetables have sold them at the
Farmers’ Market or given them to
the nursing home or senior citizens
kitchen or left them at the church.

The United States Department
of Agriculture has classified Chey-
enne County as a “Food Desert,”
said Bernadette Luncsford, district
conservationist.

One of St. Francis’ grocery stores
has empty shelves as it struggles
through a bankruptcy. In the mean-
time, residents, especially young
families and seniors have few av-
enues to buy wholesome, healthy
produce without leaving town.

Last year, an ambitious group of
individuals saw the need of an or-
ganized effort for raising food for
others. The Community Garden

was formed. Hal and Susan Griffin
donated a lot to be used as a gar-
den. Fruit trees were already estab-
lished and the produce from these
trees could also be used.

People came to the garden to till
the soil, plant the vegetables, keep
the weeds down and pick the har-
vest. Those helping were welcome
to take food from the garden. Other
food was given away.

The success of the Community
Garden showed in not only pro-
ducing members but 700 pounds
of food was donated. This set
members to begin thinking of ex-
panding by building a hoop house
and-or greenhouse. As of Monday,
the members were waiting for the
hoops to arrive so the work on
the hoop house can begin. Onions
plants were to be planted shortly.
As the ground warms, there will be

more activity in the garden as rows
are made, seeds are planted and
plants are nestled in the ground.

However, this is just the begin-
ning of the plans.

Recently, Mike and Shirley Ma-
rino, owners of Goodell Green-
house, have offered to sell the
greenhouse business to Community
Garden members, however, money
is needed to make the purchase.

Mrs. Lunscford said there are
grants available and, today, there
is a lot of support for community
gardens and farmers’ markets. It
should be noted that, if they can
purchase the business, two full-
time employees will need to be
hired. Not only will the greenhouse
be supplying food but will also be
an employer in the community.

Our vision, said Diana Padgett,
one of the members, is to create a

King. Getting the seeds ready were Camile and Emmie Luncsford with help
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self-sufficient, not-for-profit com-
munity based, four-season commu-
nity garden and farmer’s market to
grow produce locally and organi-
cally.

People can help in this ambitious
project by donating money or by
giving of their time. All donations
are tax-deductible through the
Cheyenne County Development
Corporation.

Checks can be made out to
CCDC with “Community Gar-
den” put in the memo area, and
mailed to Diana Padgett at 314 S.
River St., St. Francis, KS 67756.
For more information, go to www.
stfranciscommunitygarden.org or
email info@stfranciscommunity-
garden.org

The Farmer’s Market will soon
be opening on the lot east of the
Cheyenne Theater.

Let’s Grow Cheyenne County!
The County Seat Greenery

Opening Mid April!

Located at: U.S. Hwy 36 & River St. in St. Francis.

We will feature vegetable and flowering bedding
plants, hanging baskets, planters, small trees,
o shrubs and accessories.

Wade Krien and Rodney Neitzel

Owners/operators

We have FPatio Planters, Hanging
Baskets, Geraniums and Flowering
Plants for your Spring Garden.

Again this year, we're handling garden
bedding plants produced locally by Jim Milliken

© 2011 Danthonia Designs

The Classic Rose

116 Washington Street, St. Francis
765-332-2200

www.TheClassicRose.com

Hustler Raptor

* 18" drive tires

*11” front caster tires
* 3 gal. fuel capacity
*6 mph

Warranty*

+ Two-year, limited bumper-to-bumper warranty - parts and labor!
* See your local Hustler Dealer for complete warranty details.

Hustler Raptor™ Features
* Heavy Duty Fabricated Steel Decks, More Durable.
* Kawasaki FR Premium Engines - 3yr warranty
* Fabricated Heavy Duty Steel Frame - Best in category
* SmoothTrak Steering
* Patented Automatic Park Brake System, Built into Levers
* Heavy Duty Front Caster Forks with Industrial Steel Ball Bearings

HUSTLER

Make The Flower Shop your
“ONE STOP” home & garden shop.

Our friendly professional staff are taking orders now
for all your landscaping, flower/vegetable gardening,
house plant & fresh flower needs.

Order early!

Also watch for our hanging baskets and patio pots designed

Cochran Farm Supply & Morrow’s Garage

Authorized Hustler Turf Equipment
785-332-3424; 785-772-7409 — East Hwy 36 St. Francis, Kansas

and planted by experts.
Stop in and check out our Spring/Summer yard decor and
let us show you what we can do.
785-332-3400 » 105 W. Washington, St. Francis

Save on a new coat of Spring
Color!

WeatherAll ®
Ultra Premium Exterior Paint

PLATINUM
PAINT &, pRIMER INGN

EasyCare ®

INTERIOR —

e Enome, Ultra Premium Interior Paint
\“ Test color before
7- 7 /. you buy
w E N S m m $3.99 qt. Custom
l’ .
Mixed
113 E. Washington - St. Francis * 785-332-2411 Color Sample

EZtrack
Lawn Mowers

AMIERIC
MLEMN

785-332-2124
800-832-2124
685 Kansas Avenue
Wheeler, Ks. 67756
www.americanimplement.com




