Obituary

Melvin Ross Mast

Dec. 29,1923 -

Melvin Ross Mast, the young-
est of 11 children, was born to
William Henry and Carrie Mary
McCan Mast on Dec. 29, 1923, in
Litchfield, Neb. During the early
hard years, the family moved to
Towner, Colo. At the age of 6,
Melvin’s father died in a farming
accident. From that time on, Mel-
vin lived with various older sib-
lings, graduating from Bird City
High School in 1941.

Melvin volunteered for military
service at the start of World War
IT1. He completed medic training in
Texas, and was then stationed at
Camp Carson, waiting to be shipped
overseas. While visiting his mother
in LaVeta, Colo., he met Dorthy
Lorean Hiler Bruce. They were
married on Dec. 16, 1942, in Raton,
N.M. Melvin served 32 months as
an Army medic in the Pacific Arena,
attached to the 31st, General Hospi-
tal in the Philippines. His immediate
superior, Sergeant LeFever became
a lifelong friend.

In December 1945, he was hon-
orably discharged from service and
returned to his wife in LaVeta. He
was employed by the U.S. Post
Service in Ogden, Utah, for two
years. In 1947, the first of his three
children was born and the family
moved to Bird City. From 1947 to
1957, Melvin worked for a local
farmer, Earnest Bressler, and spent
a year working in the Molybdenum
mine at Climax, Colo.

In 1958, he became the city man-
ager and marshall of Bird City.
Shortly thereafter, he also became
a Cheyenne County Deputy Sher-
iff and served the area in those ca-
pacities from 1976 for Bird City and
until 1988, for the sheriff’s depart-
ment. From 1976 through 1988, he
was a heavy equipment operator for
Cheyenne County.

During his time as city manager
and marshall, he saw the need for
emergency medical services in the
Bird City area. Melvin and Dorthy,
along with Earnest Bressler, Rich-
ard Friendly, Willard Moore, Merle
Johnson, Ed Carson and Leonard
Mast started the Bird City Ambu-
lance Service in 1963, with a hearse
donated by the Trickett Funeral
Home. In 1973, the ambulance ser-
vice expanded countywide. Melvin
and Dorthy served as emergency
medical technicians, instructors and
directors of the service for 34 years.

After his retirement in 1988, Mel-
vin and Dorthy continued to live in
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Bird City. Melvin’s years of service
continued with active involvement
in the American Legion as a Adju-
tant for many years. Promotion of
the Tri-State Antique Engine and
Thresher Show and many other
community projects occupied his
time as well.

Melvin was a bookworm and
a history buff, loved music but
couldn’t dance, and was also an avid
hunter and fisherman. He taught his
love of animals and the outdoors to
his children. But the joy of his life
was spending time with his family
and friends.

Melvin died on Feb. 26, 2013.
He was preceded in death by his
parents, all of his brothers and sis-
ters — Lloyd, Clara, Roy, Ivy, Ar-
thur, Ruby, Frank, Edna, Erma and
Leonard, one son-in-law, David
Moellenberg, and several nieces
and nephews.

He is survived by his wife, Dor-
thy, his children: Michael A Mast
and wife, Irene; Debra J. (Mast)
Moellenberg and fiance Robert
Brenner; and Steven L. Mast and
wife, Karen; grandchildren: Janet
L. Mast, David M. Mast, Jeanne
D. (Moellenberg) Stephens, Amy
L. (Moellenberg) Schulmeister
and husband Wesley, Danielle D.
Moellenberg and April N. Mast;
great-grandchildren: Levi Garner,
Audrey Garner, Noelani Schulmeis-
ter, Garrett Dugdell, Morgan Ste-
phens and Tayla Simpson, as well
as numerous nieces and nephews.

Melvin was a man of many sides
and will be forever missed by his
family, friends and community.

A memorial service was held
Tuesday at Immanuel United Meth-
odist Church, Bird City, with Rev-
erend Tom Bailey, officiant. Soloist
was Chad Miller and pianist Brenda
Johnson.

Escorts were children, grandchil-

dren and great-grandchildren: Mi-
chael (Irene) Mast, Janet Mast, Da-
vid Mast, Debra Moellenberg, Bob
Brenner, Jeanne Stephens,
Don Simpson, Morgan Stephens,
Tayla Simpson, Dani Moellen-
berg, Amy (Wes) Schulmeister,
Levi Garner,Audrey Garner, Gar-
rett Dugdell, Noelani Schulmeister,
Steve (Karen) Mast and April Mast.
Burial was in the Bird City Cem-
etery. Memorials may be made to
the Cheyenne County Emergency
Medical Service. Fort Riley Honor
Guard performed a Military Grave-
side Service
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Second grader leads salute at meeting

By Karen Krien
karen k@nwkansas.com

The Cheyenne County Com-
missioners opened the Feb. 28
meeting with Jayce Landers, sec-
ond grader, leading those present
in the flag salute.

The county has one emergency
medical technician which is an
“A-EMT,” said Jannelle Bowers,
emergency medical service di-
rector. Reid Raile can do nearly
everything that a paramedic does.
I think these people who get the
additional training to help our
residents in an emergency should
be paid more per run. The com-
missioners agreed to raise Raile’s
pay per run where the advanced
lifesaving measures were used
from $50 to $75 per run.

She said there were three other
emergency medical technicians
who are planning on taking the
A-emergency medical technician
course at Colby Community Col-
lege.

Mrs. Bowers said the licenses
for ambulances are due in April.
They will need to have mechani-
cal inspections at Yost Ford.
Cheyenne County, she said, had
a letter and a phone call from the
Kansas Emergency Medical Ser-
vice commending the county on
a perfect ambulance inspection.
She said the inspection included
everything from log books, to
training officer’s paperwork, to
equipment.

Bridge construction

Dave Flemming, public works
director, talked about the con-
struction of the Hnizdil bridge,
located southwest of St. Francis.
He said the county may need to
move a gas and a water line be-
longing to Lobo gas company.
The commissioners signed a
utility release with Prairie Land

N

When soil and weather conditions are right,
but a machine is stopped for a problem, it’s

costing you money. Increasing the amount
of time that your machines and operators
spend getting work done is critical. That's
how your John Deere dealer can help. By
using tools like Remote Display Access
and Service ADVISOR™ Remote, we can
potentially save you a service call and get
you running again more quickly.
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AMERICAN

IMPLEMENT

COLBY, KS - 205 W.HORTONAVE ..............
ELKHART, KS + 364 USHWY 56 .................
GARDEN CITY, KS « 2611 WEST JONES AVE
GOODLAND, KS « 1104 WEST HWY 24. ...
HUGOTON, KS « EASTHWY 51..................

.......... (800} 532-6529  OAKLEY, KS + 3670 USHWY 40............................[800) 209-4001
.......... (800) 445-5917 SCOTTCITY, KS« NORTHHWY 83 ........................[800) 779-7244
.......... (800} £75-4114  ULYSSES, KS » 2718 WEST OKLAHOMA AVE ........(800) 356-3460

..... (877)320-4020 WALSH, CO « 42494 WESTHWY 160...................(888) 324-5284
.......... (800} 544-9833  WHEELER, KS - 685 KANSAS AVE (800) 832-2124

Electric.

They have done an excellent

Federal funds will be used on job for the county in the past, Mr.

the project and it is necessary to
have an engineer for the inspec-
tion. Out of five companies, only
two responded. The local public
authority, comprised of Mr. Pat-
ton, Brett Poling, commissioner,
and Karan Thadani, county attor-
ney, reviewed the engineer infor-
mation. Penco Engineering was
selected to oversee the project.

Flemming said.
In other business

In other business:

e Mr. Patton asked for execu-
tive session to discuss person-
nel. Upon returning, no decisions
were made. Attorney Thadani
encouraged the board to work on
the employee handbook.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the com-
missioners will be a special meet-
ing to further discuss the lease
agreement between the county
and the Good Samaritan Society
at 7 p.m. on Thursday (tonight)
in the clerk’s room in the court-
house.

The next regular meeting will
start at 8 a.m. on Friday, March
15, in the commissioners’ room.

Fire chief lists equipment needed

By Karen Krien
karen k@nwkansas.com

After a hot, dry summer of put-
ting out more fires than usual,
George Harper, St. Francis fire
chief, was at the Feb. 28 Cheyenne
County Commissioners’ meeting.
He listed the equipment that need
replaced, re-certified or repaired.

He said the Bauer Air Compres-
sor which they acquired in 2005
needed to be serviced. Because it is
used to fill the Scott Paks, it is im-
portant that it is working correctly.
Scott Paks needed to be re-certified
and others replaced.

He said they needed to replace
bunker gear which includes a coat
which costs $815, and pants, $650

at a total of $1,465. Mr. Harper
would like to see the department
replace two sets a year. He said
he has applied for Forestry grants
which pay for one-half the cost.
The remainder of the cost can be
split between the county and the
city of St. Francis.

Two reel hoses are needed at a
cost of $900. The 1984 Dodge res-
cue unit needs to be replaced and
there could be grants available for
this the unit.

He and the commissioners talked
about attaching a grab bar behind
the rural fire trucks as it would pro-
tect the lights and give the firemen
a place to hang on when riding on
the back.

Dale Patton, commissioner, said
the county now has grant writers
who could look into possible grants
for the needed gear and equipment.
Helen Dobbs, Cheyenne County
Development coordinator, asked
Mr. Harper to get her a list and she
would see what she could do and
she would also check into other
grants with different entities.

Mr. Patton also asked Mr. Harper
to contact Loren White, Bird City
fire chief, and see if the depart-
ments could coordinate in getting
the needed gear with grants.

Karan Thadani, county attorney:.
said he has diversion funds which
could be put toward equipment.

Raile Gelbvieh & Balancer Bull Sale

Burlington Livestock Exchange, Burlington, Co * March 14,2013 12:30 mst
Selling 50 Balancer
Spring & Fall Bulls

The Denver NWSS Bulls Sell (Including our Futurity Entry)
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RHRG Mr Premium 2781
Delbert & Marilyn Raile
Nick & Matt

755 Road U
St. Francis, Ks 67756

DMRS Mr Total 21252

Call for a catalog

Delbert: 785-332-2756 cell 785-332-4347
Matt: 785-332-2756 cell785-332-8399
Cody: 785-332-2219 cell 785-332-6089

DVAuctio

6 Registered Balancer Open Heifers
* 100% Black (80% Homozygous Black)
* Igenity Profiled

e Trich Tested
* Several Homozygous Polled
e Sale will be broadcast on DV Auction

Broadcasting
Real-time Auctions

Website: railegelbvieh.com
Email: dmraile@railegelbvieh.com

Cody & Samantha Raile
750 Road U
St. Francis, Ks 67756

24th Annual

Raile Charolais/Red Angus Production Sale
Monduy, March ]8, 20]3, ] p.m. (ST - st. Francis Auction Market, . Frandis

Selling 77 Bulls, 45 Charolais, 20 Red Angus, 12 Composite CharolaisXRed Angus or Angus
Selling 30 Females, 15 Top End purebred Charolais, 15 top quality CharolaisXRed Angus (Show prospecis)

Charolais Sires:

Finks 2250, Finks 8823
Schurrtop J827, Raile Bluegrass X195
Raile 5744 X150
These bulls will increase length, muscle, improve yield grade and marbling while
increasing efficiency in the feed yard and cow herd

Red Angus Sires:
Feddes Sky 862,
CTC Grandstatement 1025
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Bulls are the “rancher kind” —§-

that sire cattle that Grow, = A& | Ultrasound
Grade and Yield! Thick, N " data available
deep bodied, high volume, S 7~ir..‘” Bl ‘ on all bulls
February-March T e AR e R .
Yearlings 2098  CTDB Grandstatement 1025 7236 © Raile Bluegrass X195

X Sorg 6194

Raile Charolais/Red Angus

1965 Road 7  St. Francis, KS 67756
CIliff and Judy Raile 785-332-2794 Mark Hilt 303-638-5107
CIliff Raile (cell) 785-332-6084
E-mail craile@wildblue.net * www.railebeef.com

X Super Charlie 0767

Live Sale Broadcast on

DVAuctio

Sale Consultant:
Kristian Rennert 308-440-9463

Broadcasting
Real-time Auctions

To list your business,
call 785-332-3162.

Business Directory

Che Soint Srancis Hevald
Bird City Times
Advertising Manager
Tim Burr

tburr @nwkansas.com

Phone 719-761-6238
PO Box 1050
St. Francis, KS 67756

St. Francis Redi-Mix

Sand * Gravel * Rock
All Your Concrete Needs

New Phone Number

785-332-2014
Angle Road
PO Box 768 * St. Francis

785-332-3162
785-332-3001 (fax)
sf.herald@nwkansas.com

obe’s
& Bow Shop

& Services

Howards Tri State L &/

Construction \E ¥
>Drywall >>Painting >Carpentry R

i r*c:hery
® Supply

Josh Moberly
1430 Bid. & —5t. Francis, Es. 67756
T85-332-2300 shop or 970-630-1194 cell, call for hours.
email: MobesArchery & Live com
website: mobesarchery.com

>Roofing >Tile Work >Insulation
>Garages >Additions >Basements
New or remodel- We do it all!
Free estimates!
Jason 1-970-630-9051
Travis 1-970-630-5122
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