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Would like to express our gratitude to 
each and every one of you for sponsoring 

an enjoyable evening of fun, food, and 
entertainment for our Cheyenne County 

Police, Fire And EMS personnel. 
The dinner was October 18 in Bird City

MAJOR Sponsors 
Monty’s Beef Jerky -  Tim & Robyn Raile

                                         Wade & Tammi Carmichael

Callicrate Cattle Company - Mike Callicrate

McCook Farm & Ranch Expo - Darren & Tana Dale

Cheyenne County Hospital & Clinics - Les Lacy

Bird City Dairy - Mike McCarty

Enterainment sponsors
Frontier Ag - Sean Cravens

Krien Pharmacy - Kody & Penny Krien

Owens True Value - Patrick & Gladys Owens

Bird City Century II Development Foundation

BEEFIN’ UP OUR HEROES
Presented by Hometown Market 

Redistricting public meeting plannedmcdonald News
By Sandy Binning

Karlyne Atchison attended 
Maynard Wright’s funeral Sat-
urday afternoon in Bird City and 
then she called on her aunt, Marie 
Holzwarth, in St. Francis.

Joan Tongish attended her great-
granddaughter, Katelyn Cody’s 
10th birthday party Saturday in 
Goodland at Grandpa Doug Tong-
ish’s home.

Louise Akers of Limon, Colo., 
and Ann Good of Gunnison, Colo., 
were Thursday and Friday guests 
of Fred and Lavina Waters.

Roger and Claudia Foster of 
Grand Junction, Colo., were week-
end guests of Betty Lewis.

Saturday afternoon guests of 
Marlene Johnson were George 
Vandegriffe and Mr. and Mrs. 
Alan Cline, Tommy and Caitlyn.

The McDonald American Le-
gion and Auxiliary are planning 
a fund raising after church dinner 
on Nov. 6 for building repair.

Nancy Pallozzi, Lakewood, 
Colo., was a Tuesday and Thurs-
day overnight guest of Myra Mill-
er and Iris McIntosh.

By Kevin Bottrell
kbottrell@nwkansas.com

A committee redrawing the 
Kansas political landscape will 
hold a public meeting for north-
west Kansas on Thursday at Colby 
Community College.

The Kansas Legislature’s Spe-
cial Committee on Redistricting 
will meet with the public from 9 
to 11:30 a.m. Thursday at the col-
lege Cultural Arts Center.

The Legislature is required to 
go through the redistricting pro-
cess after each census to make 
sure House and Senate districts 
are equal in population across the 
state. 

The population in northwest 
Kansas has gone down over the 
past 10 years, while Kansas as a 
whole grew by 6 percent, mainly 
in urban areas. This likely means 

western Kansas districts will pick 
up more territory, or one or more 
districts will be broken up and di-
vided among the others.

The state Legislative Research 
Department has released adjusted 
population numbers for Kansas 
counties, along with information 
on how far above or below target 
population each district is. 

“Ideal size” for a Senate district 
is 70,986 people. The 40th Dis-
trict, represented by Sen. Ralph 
Ostmeyer of Grinnell, comprises 
18 counties in northwest Kansas 
with 62,105 people – about 88 
percent of its ideal size, or 8,881 
below the target.

Sen. Ostmeyer, a member of 
the redistricting committee, said 
in a June interview he would not 
like to see his district grow, but 
acknowledged he may have to ab-
sorb some territory. He speculated 
either Philips County or Rush 
County could be added to bring 
the 40th up to ideal size.

Ideal size for a House district 

is 22,716. The 121st District, 
held down by first-term Rep. 
Rick Billinger of Goodland, sits 
at 19,113, about 3,600 below the 
target. The district includes Sher-
man, Thomas, Sheridan and Gra-
ham counties.

Rep. Ward Cassidy’s 120th Dis-
trict, which includes Cheyenne, 
Rawlins, Decatur, Norton and 
Phillips counties, sits at 19,855, 
about 2,860 people under the 
norm.

Sen. Ostmeyer said Don Hine-
man’s 118th District – which 
includes Wallace, Logan, Wich-
ita, Gove, Lane, Trego and Rush 
counties and part of Ness – could 
be affected since its counties are 
sparsely populated and continued 
to lose people over the past 10 
years. 

Rep. Hineman said it’s inevi-
table that western Kansas districts 
will get larger because almost all 
are short on population. His is 
almost 4,000 people under ideal 
size. One or more western Kansas 

districts could be eliminated en-
tirely, he said, and the seats given 
to eastern Kansas, where the pop-
ulation has been growing.

“It will be very difficult for the 
committee, or anyone for that mat-
ter, to draw a map that doesn’t re-
duce the representation of western 
Kansas, but still keeps us within 5 
percent of ideal,” he said.

Rep. Hineman said he was con-
cerned over the outcome of redis-
tricting. He and his fellow west-
ern Kansas legislators talk about 
that concern with the committee, 
he said, but the committee has to 
follow the law to even out the dis-
tricts.

“The real solution would be to 
get more people out here,” he said, 
“but nobody’s figured out how to 
do that.”

The committee will come up 
with a redistricting proposal to 
submit to the Legislature in Janu-
ary. If approved, the new districts 
will take effect for the 2012 elec-
tion.

cONsTrUcTiON going on at the bird city dairy east of bird city. The cement plant was busy last week as they hurry to get it poured before winter sets in.
Times staff photo by Tim Burr.
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