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Casey’s Comments

By Casey McCormick
mccormickcasey@rocketmail.com

“And the LORD God planted
a garden eastward in Eden; and
there he put the man whom he had
formed.” Genesis 2:8.

Lucas is located about 16 miles
north of 1-70, between Hays and
Salina. It is a sleepy little town of
about 450 folks. What a surprising
place to find S.P. Dinsmoor’s vi-
sion of heaven and earth.

For years I have driven along
that stretch of highway and seen
the signs directing the curious
to “The Garden of Eden.” A Bu-
choltz family camping to trip to
Lake Wilson gave me the excuse
needed to visit Lucas and this
unique spectacle.

Dinsmoor was a Civil War vet,
present when Robert E. Lee sur-
rendered, who after the war ended
up in north-central Kansas. With
the help of four men, he brought
native limestone from a nearby
quarry to build his “stone log cab-
in.” But he didn’t stop there.

Concrete became the medium
that he used to create elaborate
shapes and figures to tell stories.
Thus came about his Garden of
Eden. Adam and Eve stand be-
fore a grape arbor as other bibli-
cal figures help tell stories from

the book of Genesis.

Dinsmoor, a Populist politi-
cian, also had some strong opin-
ions about big government and
big business. Some of his sculp-
tures make statements of what he
thought about the direction Amer-
ica was going during the early part
of the 20th Century.

Having a bit of P.T. Barnum in
him, Dinsmoor wanted to make
sure people would get off the
beaten path and visit his Garden of
Eden. Perhaps part of that is done
by visitors stopping to see the old
man himself. A tour of the site
ends with viewing him through a
piece of Plexiglas as he lies at rest
in his mausoleum in the backyard
of the stone log cabin property.

Dinsmoor’s Garden of Eden was
recently taken over by the Kohler
Foundation, the plumbing fixture
company, which focuses on the
preservation of outdoor art exhib-
its. After restoration of the sculp-
tures and property has been com-
pleted, it will be given to the
Friends of S.P. Dinsmoor group
in Lucas. This should insure that
many more of the curious will
take the turnoff on K-232 to see
the old man’s vision of the here
and the here-after.

Two St. Francis
youth arrested

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

In the early hours of the morn-
ing of July 24, Dalton Magnani,
Bird City, rolled his pickup and
was air lifted to a Denver hos-
pital. As of Tuesday, little in-
formation was available on his
condition. Rumor had it that the
surgery went well and he is do-
ing as well as can be expected.

In conjunction with the acci-
dent, Logan Lampe, St. Francis,
21 years of age, was arrested

on the charge of hosting minors
consuming alcohol at his house.
The first hearing was held on
July 25 and trial was set for
Aug. 11. He was released on a
$10,000 bond.

Also arrested was Melissa
Burton, St. Francis, 22 years of
age, charged with intentionally
furnishing alcohol to minors.
She will appear in district court
on Aug. 4. She was released on
a $5,000 bond.

South of McDonald

By Sandy Binning

Kathy Banister spent Saturday
through Thursday in Topeka help-
ing Debbie Banister move. Deb-
bie and Kathy were Monday over-
night and supper guests of Bran-
don, Amanda and Avery Winter in
Andale.

Amy Waters and children were
Friday through Sunday morning
guests of Bethel Goltl. Ellen Wa-
ters was a participant in the Bird
City Steam Engine Show run.
Amy and Brynn returned home
while Ellen and Owen will be vis-
iting grandpa and grandma, Doug
and Karen Flemming this week.

Bethel Goltl and Don Bruder
attended the Steam Engine Show
several days this week.

Lynn and Rita Officer met
Randy and Melissa Regier and
children, and Kale Regier and
Jennifer Marti who had flown into
Colby Saturday morning for lunch
and visiting. Grandpa Lynn and
Grandma Rita brought Gracie and
Seth Gundlach home for a visit.

Mark and Leslie Officer and
children of Broken Arrow, Okla.,
were Monday through Friday
guests of Lynn and Rita Officer.

Kathy Banister spent the week-
end in Topeka helping Debbie
Banister move. On her trip there
she stopped in Salina to visit Da-
vid Banister. On her way home
she will be stopping in Andale to
visit Brandon, Amanda, and Avery
Winter.

Monday dinner guests of Bethel
Goltl were her college friend and
husband of Fountain Hills, Ariz.,
Hosea and Lily Harkness, and
Don Bruder of Bird City.

Roland Query of Firestone,
Colo., and Leon Brunton and Ron
Harper of Ozawkie have been
helping Joe and Charlene Kramer
this week with harvest.

Charlene Kramer was among
those attending the funeral of
Gloria Ribordy in Colby at the
Methodist Church Tuesday after-
noon.
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Monthly birthday party

The monthly birthday party will
be held at 3 p.m. on Monday, Aug.8
at the Bird City Senior Center.

Cards appreciated

Rita Bader and her daughter,
Rhonda Klaszus, were injured
in an automobile accident going
home from the Tri-State Engine
and Thresher Show in Bird City.
Both would appreciate cards sent to
them at: Rita Bader, 327 N. Cherry,
Valentine, NE, 69201; and Rhonda
Klaszus, 55026 RR 250, Sturgeon
County, Alberta, T8TOP9. It was a
twovehicle-accident 6 miles south
of McCook on July 30. Paul Bad-
er, the driver, received no injuries.
Rita is being treated in Denver and
Rhonda at McCook Community
Hospital.

Head Start

Cheyenne County Head Start is
still accepting applications for the
2011-2012 school years. New loca-
tion, new number (785) 332-8131.

County commissioners

The Cheyenne County Commis-
sioners will meet at 8 a.m. Monday,
Aug. 15, in the commissioner’s
room at the courthouse.

Help needed

Fair time is fast approaching and
a number of volunteers are still
needed to run the booths and rides
at the Cheyenne County Fair. If you
can help, call DeEtta Knorr at 785-
332-2551 or 785-332-4073.

Veterans affairs

Jody Tubbs, of the Kansas Com-
mission on Veterans’ Affairs, will be
in St. Francis at 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
today (Thursday), at the county
clerk’s office. People may also con-
tact the Veteran’s Affairs office in
Colby any Monday, Wednesday or
Friday at (785) 462-3572.

No-till, cover crops workshop

There will be an “Exploring No-
Till and Cover Crops” workshop
on Aug. 31 in the Wray area. The
workshop will run from 9:30 a.m.

to 3:30 p.m. The morning session
will be in the field and the afternoon
session will be inside. Refresh-
ments and lunch will be provided.
There is no registration fee. Details
will given later in August or call the
Yuma County Conservation District
at 970-332-3173 ext. 3.
Hunter education

Hunter education classes will
take place Sept. 10. It will be an in-
ternet assisted course. Call Francis
O’Leary at 785-772-7382 or Tim
Stimbert at 785-772-5033 for more
information.

Cheyenne County ambassadors

If you are proud of your commu-
nity and your county and want to tell
folks about it, stop by the Cheyenne
County Development office at 107
W. Washington in St. Francis and
pick up an “Ambassadors” pack-
age. Take one along on a trip or to
an event. Let everyone know what a
great place we live in!

Fair coming

The Cheyenne County Fair is set
for Aug 3, 4, 5 and 6. The Amateur
Variety Show will be held Friday in
front of the grandstand.

The fair parade will be held Sat-
urday. The theme is “Reach for the
Stars; Lasso the Future.”

Narcotics Anonymous

Narcotics Anonymous meetings
are held at 104 W Webster/Meth-
odist Education Building on Sun-
day nights at 8 p.m. and Thursday
nights at 7:30 p.m. Contact (785)
342-0028.

Northwest Kansas
Family Shelter

Northwest Kansas Family Shelter
provides 24-hour-7 day-a-week ser-
vice to victims of domestic violence
and sexual assault. Weekly support
groups are available for women and
children within the northwest Kan-
sas area. For information or in need
of assistance, please call the toll-
free number 1-800-794-4624.

Club Clip

The Bird City Historical Associa-
tion met on July 8 at the Bird City
Senior Center. There were nine
present for the interesting meeting.
For the program, each member was
to bring a book of history which
they had enjoyed reading and share
something about this book...what
had made it interesting. Here are
some of these books:

e Life in Sherman County from
1902 - 1905, The Range War Era,
compiled and edited by Evelyn M.
Ward, Sherman County. The infor-
mation for this book came from the
Goodland News.

*’Those Who Cried the 16,000,”
arranged and edited by James W.
Tyner. This book is the record of the

The Bird City Historical Association

Cherokee’s.

*”’Seal of the Cherokee Nation,”
written Sept. 6, 18309.

*’Pioneer Neighbors from St
Francis.”

eAnother book that was written
from the Amish about the Eller fam-
ily. “Ancestors of the North Cutts.”

*Another great book was a Cem-
etery Directory of the Amish Com-
munity in the Eastern Holmes and
Adjoining Counties in Ohio. This
was purchased in a Broom Maker’s
Shop in Ohio.

*’Under God” was written by
Toby Mac and Michael Tait. This
is a book of many stories about the
founders of this country and other
great leaders...but these stories are

Congressman set

to visit St.

Congressman Tim Huelskamp
has announced the dates and loca-
tions of four town hall meetings that
he will host in August. These are the
meetings that were postponed due
to unforeseen changes in the Con-
gressional calendar.

He will be in St. Francis for the
Cheyenne County meeting from 3
to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 17,
in the commissioners’ room in the
courthouse.

“We have heard from hundreds of

Francis

constituents over the past few weeks
as Washington attempts to deal with
the debt and spending problems
facing our country,” Congressman
Huelskamp said. “I look forward to
continuing to listen to what Kansans
have to say on these issues and oth-
ers. After all, Washington still has a
lot of work to do when it comes to
reducing excessive spending. [ need
to hear from Kansans what their pri-
orities are.”

September 10 is the 4th Annual

"Up in Smoke"
BBQ Cook-off

With Bluegrass Music

For more information go to
www.oberlinks.com or call 785-475-3¢55

Patrick from France, 17 yrs.

Loves the outdoors and playing soccer.
Patrick’s dream has been to spend time
in America learning about our customs
and attending American high school.

Elisa from Italy, 16 yrs.

Likes to play tennis, swim, loves to dance.
Elisa hopes to play American softball and
learn American ‘slang’ while in the USA.

EXCHANGE
STUDENT TODAY!

(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

Make this year the most exciting, enriching year ever
for you and your family. Share your world with a
young foreign visitor from abroad. Welcome a high
school student, 15-18 years old, from Italy, France,
Norway, Denmark, Spain, Germany, Brazil, Thailand
or China as part of your family for a school year (or
less) and make an overseas friend for life.

For more information or to select your
own exchange student please call:

Ginny at (785) 332-3414

Marcy at 1-800-888-9040 (Toll Free)
or e-mail us at info@world-heritage.org

or

www.whhosts.com

World Heritage is a public benefit, non-profit

WORLD HERITAGE

organization based in Laguna Beach, CA.

Celebrating Hometown Life
See American Profile magazine in this week’s issue of

Bird City Times

little known. Some of these sto-
ries are no longer taught in public
schools, although they were in his-
tory books before 1930.

*”’No Time on My Hands,” writ-
ten by Mabel Yost. It was written
about Nellie Snyder Yost who had
three goals for her life: 1. To make
the handsomest quilt. 2. To marry
a cowboy and 3. To see the tops of
clouds. She was able to reach all
three of these goals and the story
tells how she was able to accom-
plish these.

*’The Worst Hard Times,” by
Timothy Egan. This is really Dorthy
Mast’s story as she went through the
dust bowl time and became very ill
when she was about 10 years old.
She was not able to walk, and was
becoming weaker day by day. A
doctor told the family that if they

did not get Dorthy away from Baca
County, Colo., she would not live
very long. Her grandmother came
up with the money to move them
to LaVita, Colo., in Cuchura Valley,
thus saving her life.

This was a very interesting time
of sharing with one another and
those attending learned a lot about
this area and from each other’s
choice of books. They also talked
about new projects for the associa-
tion to choose to do, but no decision
was made. Dorthy also gave direc-
tions and extra hints for making
corn husk dolls.

Anyone who has an interest in the
Bird City Area or the surrounding
area, is welcome to join the group
on the second Friday of each month
at the Bird City Senior Center at 2
p.m.

Enjoy the 2011
Cheyenne County Fair!!
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St. Francis, KS
785-332-2747
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Saturday,

Children 12 & Under: $4 All Others: $6
3D Movies: Children 12 & Under $5 All Others: $7
Knights of Columbus 2"
1)

Aug. 6 ~ 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Cheyenne County Fairgrounds

Serving BBA Beef ® Baked Beans
Potato Chips e Iced Tea
Watermelon by Farm Credit

Free-Will Offering
(Suggested Donation of $5 per person)
Proceeds go to: Help fund 2 scholarships,
Free-throw Contest, Help county families in need
during times of disaster (such as tornado, flood, fire)
and other County projects
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CHEYENNE COUNTY

HOSPITAL

210 W. 1ste St. Francis, KS

785-332-2104

August Calendar

Dr. Rubinowitz
Dr. Frankum
Dr. Reeves

Dr. Markiewicz
Dr. Frankum
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.

Saba

Curtis

Uyemura (clinic)

Uyemura (surgery)

Aug. 2, Aug. 30
Aug. 3

Aug. 10
Aug. 11
Aug. 17
Aug. 18
Aug. 19
Aug. 24
Aug. 25
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