THE OLD MAN of the FFA work auction was none other
than Max Keltz, FFA leader. He was auctioned off to the
highest bidder, Denise Keltz, who has busy plans for him.

Letter to the Editor

Relay for Life needs leaders

Letter to the Editor

Have you or someone near and
dear to you had cancer? Have you
attended a Relay for Life event?
It is so great to see how much the
Survivor Walk and the luminary
lighting mean to cancer survivors
and their friends and family. It is
also a wonderful way to remem-
ber those who lost their fight
with this dreadful disease. Most
people who have been touched
by cancer and who have partici-
pated in Relay want to go again
the next year.

Now for the bad news. Un-
less people step up and become
involved, Relay for Life will not
happen again in Cheyenne County.
Most of those who have been in-
volved for the last decade have had
life changes and have decided that
they can no longer be in charge.

Please help to keep this tradi-
tion alive! The date is flexible, the

Residents
doing well
recycling

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

Cheyenne County residents
are doing well at recycling was
the words heard at the Monday,
March 15, county commissioners’
meeting.

Roger Jensen, county repre-
sentative to the Northwest Kan-
sas Regional Recycling Board,
reported that in 2009, the county
had brought in 112.9 tons of recy-
clables which included newspa-
pers, cardboard, office, junk, chip-
board, books, magazines, plastic,
aluminum cans, tin cans and glass.
They had also used the opportuni-
ty and brought in e-waste, totaling
122.2 tons.

The Northwest Kansas Re-
gional Recycling Service includes
eight counties: Cheyenne, Deca-
tur, Gove, Logan, Rawlins, Scott,
Sheridan and Thomas counties.
The eight counties also participate
in the e-waste collection.

The commissioners and Mr.
Jensen talked about how good the
county is doing collecting card-
board. There are some businesses
that need to be recycling, they
said.

The county reimburses the cen-
ter of $10 per ton. Last year, the
county paid a total of $1,129.
($1,009 (St. Francis) and $120
(Bird City).

According to the Kansas De-
partment of Health and Environ-
ment, Cheyenne County residents
had generated 612 tons of trash
and had recycled 112.9 tons.
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hours of the Relay are flexible (It
does not have to last all night) and
the schedule for the evening can be
changed.

Relay proceeds go to the
American Cancer Society, which
offers assistance and information
to citizens of Cheyenne County.
They fund a great deal of can-
cer research that helps all of us.
American Cancer Society depends
on people like you for their finan-
cial support, and events like Relay
are a big part of it.

Contact: Kim Peach

Ameican Cancer Society

Community Manager, Income
Development

210 W. 12th LaCrosse, KS
67548

Phone/fax: 785-222-3327

Cell phone: 785-639-3603

kim.peach@cancer.org

A world with less cancer, is a
world with more Birthdays.

THE CLOCK IS TICKING!

Sherry Schultz
St. Francis

®

Thursday, March 25, 2010

BIRD CITY TIMES 3

Full Circle Aging Expo celebrates spring

The Full Circle...An Aging Expo
Planning Committee is making a
change.

Because of weather and time con-
cerns in the fall, the committee will
move this year’s expo to spring in
the hopes of more daylight hours
for traveling and less threat of poor
weather conditions.

To celebrate the move to spring,
the planning committee wishes to
announce that the next Full Circle...
An Aging Expo, will be held Fri-
day, April 23, at the Colby United
Methodist Church from 9:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. The expo is sponsored
by K-State Research and Extension
- North West Area and Northwest
Kansas Area Agency on Aging

Pre-registration information is
available at any Northwest Kansas
County or District Extension Office

by calling the area extension office
at 785-462-6281 and ask for Libby
or Becky. Pre-registrations are due
Thursday, April 15, to receive an
early bird reduction in price.
However, walk ins will be ac-
cepted at the door with no guarantee
of lunch.

For those needing continuing
education units should contact the
area extension office at the number
above so that arrangements can be
made to get the units.

Dr. Tana Goering, MD and KSN
television personality, will be back
by popular demand as the key note
speaker. She will, however,
be changing her discussion to
“How do you know when a trip
to the doctor is necessary?

Some other speakers will remain
the same, but there will also be new

topics to help with answering your
questions about aging. Some of
the new topics include Mindbody
Exercises by Tina Harris, Physical
Therapist. Tina will explain exer-
cise for strength, flexibility, posture
and balance. A representative of the
office of Kansas Securities Com-
mission, Beth Victor, will discuss
making investments, what you need
to know to make those investments,
and learning how to avoid being a
victim since seniors are targets for
fraud. SHICK Counselor and dis-
trict extension agent, Connie Bretz,
will be discussing getting extra
help paying for your prescrip-
tion drugs.

By request some topics are
the same, so if you missed one
of your favorite topics at the last
expo, you have a chance to hear

them once again. These top-
ics include Elder Law by Randy
Clinkscales, PA.; Vitamin D by
Glen McNeil, R.D. from Fort Hays
State University, Mind Aerobics
by Kathy Sikes, Alzheimer’s
Association, Enjoying Beautiful
Eye Health by a Vision Source
Representative; When a Loved
One Passes by Marilyn Cooper,
LMSW; Drug Interaction by
Mike Larmer, Pharmacist and
Affordable Kansas Travel by Jen-
nifer Haugh, Travel./Tourism, Kan-
sas Department of Commerce.
For further information on Full
Circle...An Aging Expo, contact
the local K-State Research and
Extension Office, the North-
west Area Extension Office at
785-462-6281 or e-mail Tranda
Watts at twwatts@ksu.edu .

Letters to the Editor

State deficit threatens Medicare support

St. Francis Good Samaritan Vil-
lage plays an important role in the
life of our community. Not only
is the Village the only long-term
care facility in Cheyenne County,
but it is also a major contributor to
our county’s economy.

The Village employs over 60
staff with an annual payroll of $1.5
million paid out in 2009. I would
like to emphasize that state Med-
icaid funding is not the icing on
the cake. It is the primary source
of revenue which enables the Vil-
lage to continue its operations.

Because of the growing deficit
in the Kansas state budget, Gover-
nor Parkinson issued a directive in
late 2009 to freeze Medicaid capi-
tation rates and to reduce actual
Medicaid payments to long-term
care providers by 10 percent, ef-
fective Jan. 1.

To compensate for the reduction
in Medicaid revenues, the Village
has reduced budgeted non-nursing
work hours, has reduced vari-
able expenses, and has increased
charges on non-Medicaid rev-
enue sources (mainly private pay)
to compensate for the Medicaid
shortfall. The Medicaid reduc-
tion has also affected the subsidy
to the Village kitchen to Meals on
Wheels for seniors in our commu-
nity.

The agencies that the Village
is most linked to, aside from the
Evangelical Lutheran Good Sa-
maritan Society, are: 1) the Kansas
Department on Aging which chan-
nels Medicaid funds and conducts
inspections, and 2) the Kansas As-
sociation for Homes and Services
for the Aging, an advocate agency
for non-profit long-term care pro-
viders.

The Department on Aging pro-
vides oversight for 21,379 nurs-
ing home beds in 316 facilities
in Kansas. Half of these facilities
are not-for-profit, including the St.
Francis Village and the 16 other

Good Samaritan Villages in Kan-
sas. The department is projecting
an overall reduction of $24 million
in 2010 from the original Nursing
Facility budget line.

Meanwhile, Kansas Associa-
tion for Homes and Services is
actively lobbying for long-term
care interests before the final
budget vote in Topeka. The leg-
islature is considering or has
passed a number of revenue col-
lection measures. These include
additional taxation on alcohol,
cigarettes, and the sugar in soda
pop.

As for levying a 1-percent in-
crease in state sales tax, House
Bill 2473 calling for a 1-percent
state sales tax increase was curi-
ously removed from the House
docket. A Wichita television sta-
tion polled voter sentiment on
this issue, and 55 percent were
in favor and 40 percent were op-
posed to a l-percent sales tax
increase.

Shouldn’t conservative fiscal
policy be in favor of balanc-
ing revenues with expenses, not
simply against taxation at any
cost?

To add to the injury, the state
legislature is working on the idea
of a “Nursing Home Provider
Tax” which is a daily tax on each
nursing home bed. Kansas As-
sociation for Homes and Services
is opposed to this concept, advo-
cating that the legislature has a
responsibility to come up with a
broad-based system to deal with
the state’s fiscal crisis, and not
pick out nursing homes to come
up with the money to get match-
ing federal money. The proposed
tax is $4 per bed per day. At the
St. Francis Village, that would
amount to $73,000 per year. A re-
pressive bed tax is regressive pub-
lic policy!

What the general public doesn’t
realize, is that for every $100 the

Home and Garden — accidently omitted
Goodell Greenhouse Garden
Center & Floral

785-332-2263 ~ 219 W. Whittier ~ St. Francis
Monday - Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Get Your Garden Products Here!

Trees, Shrubs, Landscaping
Annuals, Perenials & Vegetables

Large Flowering Planters & Baskets
We have a complete line of Fertilizers including Pre-emerg.

Weed & Feed and Turf Food.

Business

Directory

To list your business,

call 785-332-3162.

Randy Lee

785-728-7103

for homes, trucks, and RV’s.

DISH Network 4
Sunflower Satellite Sales and Repairs g

Goodland, KS 67735

DISH Network upgrades, new installs, receiver and TV
add-ons, new home cable work for TV’s. Satellite systems

* Get your local channels with a converter box. Only $50!

Howards Tri State

Construction

>

| “
NETWORK

>Drywall >Painting >Carpentry
>Roofing >Tile Work >Insulation
>(arages >Additions >Basements
New or remodel- We do it all!
Free estimates!
Jason 1-970-630-9051
Travis 1-970-630-5122

iU

Josh Moberly
1430 Rd. 6 —St. Francis, Ks. 67756
785-332-2500 shop or 970-630-1196 cell
Call for business hours & Services
email: MobesArcherv@I.ive.com

Complete
Bow Shop
& Services

Alplrlr’s Scrap Iron & Welding

Derek Alphus Fromholtz

Cell 715-441-9633
Home/Wife’s Shop 785-332-3338

Demo Team

state has cut out of Medicaid, we
have lost $233 in 30/70 federal
matching Medicaid contribution.
Anybody with a connection to
long-term care should take the
time to connect to Sen. Ralph

Ostmeyer and Rep. John Faber

to urge the restoration of Medicaid
entitlements for our seniors.

Jeffrey Paulsen, administrator

St. Francis

Good Samaritan Village

House to vote on school bill

Dear Editor:

On Monday morning, I sat in on
a conference call with Dale Dennis,
who is the Deputy Commissioner
of Education for the Kansas State
Department of Education. The call
was intended for superintendents
across the state and its purpose was
to explain House Bill 2739 which
is currently being recommended
by House Leadership. This bill will
likely be voted on by the House late
this week or sometime next week.

I will try to explain this in terms
so that someone without a school
finance background can under-
stand; I have a decent background
concerning school finance, but I
find the details of this bill very
confusing.

In short, if HB 2739 should
pass, it would cut our schools an
estimated $69,287 AND increase
the local mill levy by an estimated
9.52 mills. That is not a misprint.
Our budget would go down and
our local mill levy would go up--
significantly. In addition, the legis-
lature would raise the base state aid
per pupil to $4,450 (from the cur-
rent $4,012) but decrease weight-
ing formulas which schools get
for various reasons such as low
enrollment, at-risk students, and

vocational education to make up
the difference in the increased base
state aid per pupil.

In simple terms, the legislature
will make it look like they are in-
creasing funding but in reality, they
will be decreasing funding and
forcing us to raise our local mill
levy at the same time.

The only answer we can get
about why the legislature is so op-
posed to an increase in sales tax
statewide is that the economy is
too fragile for a tax increase at
this time. However, for schools
to maintain what we currently
have, the legislature is allow-
ing us to locally raise property
taxes which, in turn, gives com-
munities local control as to what
their schools will or will not
have. Maybe some will buy that
excuse, but I don’t.

In my opinion, any member of
the legislature that votes for this
bill should be removed from of-
fice by their constituents at the next
election. Those that vote for this
bill are devastating our schools and
our communities.

Rob Schiltz

USD 297

St. Francis Schools
Superintendent

A professional frame consultant
will be available to assist you as
you check out the latest in
Italian designs.

212 W. 9th
McCook
308-345-2954

‘Benvenuto!

Burrows Vision Clinic would like to invite you to our Frame and Style Shows!

“Taste of Cltafy”

March 29th from 11 a.m. -
% Benkelman — Rayban, DerG, Ralph Lauren

March 30th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. CT
< McCook — Fendi, Tres Jolie, Nike

Door Prizes * Italian Refreshments * Fun!!

Get your picture taken in your new eyewear by our “Italian Photographer”

@BURROWS VISION CLINIC, LLC [t
EXCELLENCE IN VISION CARE

3MT

Enjoy 20% off any complete
pair of new prescription
eyewear and
non-prescription sunglasses.

617 Chief St.

308-423-2152

Please join us to wish
Carol Gamblin
best of luck on her retirement!

Open House
Saturday, March 31 — 1 - 3 p.m.

Cheyenne County Courthouse
(Commissioner’s Room)
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