
Thursday, February 25, 2010 bird ciTy Times 3

Letter to the editor

Smith & Wesson Model 17-2-22 Long Rifl e Revolver; North 
American Arms 22 Long Rifl e Revolver; Colt 357 Magnum King 
Cobra Revolver; Colt .45 Long Colt Single Action Army Revolv-
er; Astra Cub 22 Short Pistol; Beretta Model 21A 22 Long Rifl e 
Pistol; Winchester Model 101XTR Lightweight 20 ga. 3” Shot-
gun; Browning Auto 5 12 Gauge Shotgun; Winchester Model 12 
3” 12 ga. Shotgun; Winchester Model 370 youth 20 ga. 3” Shot-
gun; Winchester Model 50 12 ga. Shotgun; Winchester Model 
1897 12 ga. Shotgun; Stevens Single Gun Single Shot .410 Shot-
gun; Sako Model M78 .22 Hornet Rifl e w/ Bushnell Scope; Colt 
Model AR 15 Sporter .223 Semi-auto Rifl e; Browning BAR .280 
Rem. Rifl e with Tasco 6x40 Scope; SKS Military 7.62x39 Semi-
auto Rifl e; Winchester Model 67A .22 Long Rifl e Rifl e; Reming-
ton Model 550-1 .22Long Rifl e Rifl e w/ 4x32 Weaver Scope; Ruger 
Model 77 7mm Rem. Mag. Rifl e w/ Redfi eld 6x Scope; Remington 
Fieldmaster 121 .22 Long Rifl e Rifl e; Universal Arms M1 Carbine 
.30 Cal. Semi-auto Rifl e; Smith Corona Model 03-A3 30-06 Rifl e; 
Winchester Model 1906 .22 Long Rifl e Rifl e; (3) Cases Blue Rock; 
(3) Reloaders; Lots of Reloading Equipment; Saws; Scales; Wads, 
Dies, Bullets, Primers, Shells; Buck Knife w/ 7.5” Blade; Ax; Vise; 
Whiskey Flask; Eagle Map Guide Pro; Winchester Buffalo Bill 
Figurine; Brass Piggy Bank

Skip Petersen, Sales Agent & Auctioneer ~ 785.332.2368
Robin A. Petersen, Assoc. Broker,

Auctioneer ~ 785.332.5586
Brett Petersen, KS Sales Agent & Auctioneer

Gary L. Wickwar, Ks Sales Agent
W. Hwy. 36 ~ P.O. Box 928

St. Francis, Kansas 67756 ~ 785.332.8990
Betty L. Petersen, Broker

Licensed in Kansas, Colorado, and Nebraska for your Real Estate needs!

Farm machinery Auction
Thursday, March 4, 2010 @ 11 a.m. CT

Sprayer, Combine, Tractors, Vehicles to Sell @ 1:00 pm CT with 
Supporting Equipment to follow.

Storm Date: Thurs., March 11, 2010 - Listen to 790 AM KXXX 
or check our website for details 

www.westernauctionandrealestate.com
Auction Location: At the farm 2 mi. North of Bird City 

on HWY 161, then West 1/2 mile to the Auction Site.
Kehlbeck Farms, Seller - Royce & Darci Kehlbeck

785.734.7134 Royce cell - 785.332.2453 Home
Visit our website for Complete Listing, Photo Gallery & Auction Terms.
2008 JD 4730 Sprayer, 90’ booms, Green Star SF2, Swath Pro, Auto 
Steer, Command View, 2600 Monitor touch screen system, hydro stat, 
800 gal. tank, 380/90 R 46 tires, 400 hrs.; 2002 JD 9650 Combine, Green 
Star, 1,389 engine hrs., 1,078 separator hrs., bin extensions, hydro stat 
drive, duals 16.9 R 26; 2009 JD 630F Flexheader, 30’, harvested 1000 
acres, trailer; 1997 JD 893 Corn head, total rebuild 1 year ago; 1990 JD 
853A Row Head, total rebuild 1 year ago; 2003 JD 9420 4WD Tractor, 18 
spd. Powershift trans., auto steer, 4 hyd., bare back, 800-70-38 tires, 1,962 
hrs.; 1999 JD 8200 Tractor, 16 spd. Powershift trans., 4 hyd., 3 pnt., 1000 
PTO, 18.4 R 36 tires, 3,072 hrs.; 1987 Kenworth 800 Semi Tractor, 3406 
CAT motor, 13 spd. Fuller trans., air ride, 255” wheel base, 65,000 mi. on 
total motor rebuild; 1999 Wilson Pace Setter 43’ Grain Trailer, 63” sides, 
rollover tarp, air ride; 2003 Orthman 996 Grain Cart, Model 608-220; 
2007 Chevy 2500HD LT Silverado Pickup, 4WD, auto trans., 6L motor, 
reg. cab, loaded, 30,880 mi.; 1985 Chevy Custom Deluxe 30, 1 ton, fl at 
bed, 4 spd. trans, 350 motor, 83,240 mi.;  2008 Polaris 500 HO Sportsman 
4 wheeler, on demand AWD, 4x4, 1,187 mi.; 2002 Sunfl ower Sweeps, 
11’x5’, w/ Sunfl ower hard surfaced pickers, anhyd. attach., Model 3612-
55; 1998 Sunfl ower Tandem Disc, 45’, w/ harrows, Model 1544-45; 2008 
Orthman 1tRIPr Strip Tiller, 8 row, Squib Taylor anhyd. system, used 
500 acres, Model 836-011; John Deere 520 Double Disc Drill, 3 pnt., 
10” spacing, 20‚, hyd. markers, grass seeders; Sunfl ower Sweeps, 5’x5’, 
w/ New style pickers, anhyd. attach., Model 3350-23; John Deere Field 
Cultivator, 35’, w/ harrows; 1998 Kent Series V Field Cultivator, 63’, w/ 
New harrows, Model 7554FC96; Orthman Shank Ripper, 8 row, fertilizer 
applicator; Flex King Rod Weeder, 60’, Model RD60; Orthman 8 row 
Cultivator, Model 605-768; 36‚ Crustbuster w/ Harrows; Westfi eld Auger, 
36’, 8”, 5 hp 3 phase Elec. Motor, New; Kelly Back Hoe, Model B60, 3 
pnt., 11’ reach; Skiles Cone bottom Tanks, 2000 gal, pump, hoses, ready 
to pull; Skiles Chemical Trailer w/ 1000 gal. tank, pump, tandem axle; 10’ 
Rhino Blade, 3 pnt., hyd. swing adj., Model 1540; 10’ Road Boss Grader, 
3 pnt.; Blu Jet Trackmaster, 3 pnt.,; 30’ JD Rotary Hoe, 3 pnt.; Bressler 
Stalk Chopper, 8 row, 3 pnt., hard surfaced blades

This is only a partial list, visit our website for a complete listing

To list your business,

call 785-332-3162.Business Directory

785-462-6908

800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

FREE

740 E. 4th

Colby, KS  67701

Local DURO-LAST Contractor

ESTIMATES

460-3999 or toll free 1-866-305-3999

Western Kansas Center
for Comprehensive

Dental Diagnosis & Rehabilitation

Jeffrey M. Rayl, D.D.S.
1690 W. 4th • Colby, KS

Bison
Rx compounding & Therapy

Customized prescriptions for patients with unique

medical situations requiring unique medical solutions.

James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A

Atwood, Kansas 67730

(785) 626-3237 • (800)  696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Flanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders Guttering

“A better way to go”

Call for Spring Specials!

Specializing in:

785-694-2865 or 785-462-0632

FREE ESTIMATES

• 5 inch seamless guttering • Roofing

•Windows • Soffit and Fascia

Ken Johnson Computer and Network Service

785-734-7075

http://biz.kennethmjohnson.net

785-734-7075
http://www.kjcns.com

Johnson,Ken.indd   2 11/12/09   4:42:12 PM

Derek Alphus Fromholtz
Cell 715-441-9633

 Home/Wife’s Shop 785-332-3338

Alph’s Scrap Iron & Welding

Demo Team

DISH Network
Sunflower Satellite Sales and Repairs

Randy Lee
Goodland, KS 67735

785-728-7103

DISH Network upgrades, new installs, receiver and TV 
add-ons, new home cable work for TV’s. Satellite systems 
for homes, trucks, and RV’s.
* Get your local channels with a converter box. Only $50!

obe’s
rchery

Supply
Josh Moberly

1430 Rd. 6 —St. Francis, Ks. 67756
785-332-2500 shop or 970-630-1196 cell 

Call for business hours & Services
email: MobesArchery@Live.com

Complete
Bow Shop 
& Services

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

785-332-2682    221 West 1st St.   St. Francis, KS
www.cheyennecountyhospital.com

Accepting New 
Obstetric and 

Pediatric 
patients!

Providing complete OB care.

Dr. Rebecca Allard & Kristle Raile, PA-C

Cheyenne County Clinic

HOURS: Thursday • 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. • 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Sun. • 11:30 a.m.-9 p.m.

Visit us on: W. Hwy. 36 in St. Francis or
Call us at: (785) 332-2601

Carry-Out or dine-in
Accepting

Credit
Cards

The new pricing will be $10 for any medium pizza, $2 
more for stuffed crust.
Any large up to 3 toppings will be $10, Specialty price 
will be $12 and Super Specialty is $13, $2 more for 
stuffed crust. 

The following letter was sent to 
our representatives and I believe 
the letter tells a simple solution, 
since it is inappropriate for the 
state government to tell the lo-
cal government to sacrifice at the 
same time that they are adding 
staff. I believe that our state taxes 
are high enough to support a rea-
sonably-sized state government, 
and that reducing the size of the 
bureaucracy is the solution. I be-
lieve in cutting back at the upper 
levels to help support the local 
levels where the real service and 
work is going on.
Dear Rep. Faber and Sen. Ost-
meyer:

Thank you for coming to Chey-
enne County last Saturday to hear 
our concerns and questions. I wish 
to take this opportunity to further 
explain my requests. 

Our state is in a financial crisis 
brought on by mismanagement at 
a number of levels.  As a former 
employer who had many employ-
ees and large budgets, I know that 
getting out of a hole this size prob-
ably takes both an increase in rev-
enue and a decrease in expenses. I 
am semi-retired and have limited 
income, but I suggest a half per-
cent sales tax increase (some of 
which is paid by people traveling 
through the state) for 6 months 
ONLY to increase revenues.

Our schools and medical fa-
cilities are the mainstays of the 
community, but are struggling to 
maintain services in a reasonable 
and quality fashion.  We are told 
to keep cutting back (reduction of 
staff and services, etc.), but that 
has been done before and we can 
not cut back any more. 

In the mean time, our bureau-
cracy at the state level has grown 
significantly to the point of con-
suming the tax revenues plus lots 
more. A former governor added 
huge numbers of new jobs to our 
State government employment. 
Our current Governor has pro-
posed adding over 100 new jobs 
to the State for this next year of 
financial crisis!? What are people 
thinking? Everyone else is de-
manded to cut back except the 
State employees.  

Many of the State jobs could be 
done away with as redundant. For 
instance, the financial consultants 
that will come to the local school 

district and do an audit and recom-
mend how to save money: Are they 
really necessary or just doing what 
the local school board and upper 
educational administrators are sup-
posed to be doing? The branch of 
the State Fire Marshals Office that 
does building inspections through-
out the State could be dropped and 
the duties given to local fire chiefs. 
There are many similar suggestions 
that need to be examined for their 
impact prior to implementations, 
but I believe that many reductions 
could be made. There is the concern 
of unemployment for former State 
employees, but remember that many 
of these bureaucrats are people who 
can find jobs elsewhere quickly due 
to training and experience.

A financial system and govern-
ment like ours can not withstand a 
huge bureaucracy that other people 
(working in private business) have 
to support. We have come to that 
point at both the Federal and State 
levels that our bureaucracy is too 
large to be supported by the tax pay-
ers who work in non-government 
jobs. We MUST cut back at the State 
level, not just the local level! Who 
will champion this cause against a 
powerful bureaucracy? I will. Will 
you?

Rick Reeser
St. Francis

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

The St. Francis Community 
Builders met early Tuesday morn-
ing to discuss the town hall meet-
ing held in Bird City on Feb. 13. 
They also discussed what the 
group would be doing in the future 
to keep people informed on what 
was going on in the legislature.

The Builders have a number of 
concerns but the main concern is 
the cuts being made in education, 
health care and long-term health 
care.

Present at the meeting were 
members of the Builders along 
with school superintendents, 
Bruce Bolin, Cheylin, and Rob 
Schiltz, St. Francis, Les Lacy, 
hospital administrator; and Jeff 
Paulsen, Good Samaritan Village 
administrator. Lori Janike, repre-
senting the Cheylin Board of Edu-
cation, was there.

Those there commented that 
it was good to have both schools 
working together in a common 
concern.

“We need to keep our schools 
functioning and our communities 
alive,” said Tom Keller, of the 

Builders.
The consensus of the group was 

the legislators, Sen. Ralph Ost-
meyer and Rep. John Faber, had 
got the message that the people 
were concerned. It was pointed 
out that people there also realized 
the importance that an individual 
can make a difference and togeth-
er (10 percent of Cheyenne Coun-
ty’s population) makes quite an 
impression.

Dr. Mary Beth Miller said she 
didn’t think the legislators had 
done their homework before 
coming. Mr. Lacy talked about 
having Dale Dennis with the 
Kansas Association of School 
Boards making up a spread 
sheet on school finance similar 
to the sheet that Mr. Ostmeyer 
handed out only this one would 
be correct.

Mr. Ostmeyer had also told 
Mr. Schiltz that he would get back 
to him with new school funding 
figures and, Mr. Schiltz said he 
had not heard from him. 

Mr. Bolin said that, if school 
funding is cut, then staff and pro-
grams are cut, then test scores go 
down as do the students’ perfor-

mance.
The comment was made, “Do 

the legislators really believe the 
state hasn’t made cuts or do they 
think we are not smart enough 
to see the figures don’t match 
up?”

Mr. Lacy said we all have 
connections with other groups 
and suggested that the informa-
tion be carried to those entities. 
Mr. Keller suggested contacting 
Farm Bureau. Several people 
volunteered to go to the next 
Cheyenne County Farm Bureau 
meeting on March 4.

Others also had suggestions 
which will be followed up on.

Following up on legislators was 
also discussed. They all agreed that 
it was necessary to continue writing, 
calling and/or e-mailing Mr. Ost-
meyer, Mr. Faber and Speaker Mike 
O’Neal.

Politics are politics, said Dr. Mill-
er, but it is the grassroots people who 
will make the difference. People 
from all over Northwest Kansas 
need to be active in contacting 
legislators and being informed.

Mr. Keller agreed and said 
we now need to spread out to 
all these areas. There is a pub-
lic meeting set for Saturday in 
Goodland. It was suggested that 
everyone who can to attend the 
meeting.

In finalizing the meeting, mem-
bers agreed to have letters to the 
editor written, talk to people one 
on one and to groups, encourage 
everyone to contact their legisla-
tors between now and the end of 
April, and plan a meeting with 
the legislators before the end of 
April.

Committee discusses ways 
to keep people informed

CONCERNED CITIZENS – Ruth Milliken, Tom Keller, Bruce Bolin and Jeff Paulsen were among 
the members meeting on Tuesday morning  to discuss ways of keeping people informed on current  
legislation.                                                                                                                                                               Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Team
places
third

The Cheylin Cougar boy’s 
B-team traveled to Brewster on 
Saturday to participate in the 
Freedom League Tournament 
with seven teams competing.

The Cougars lost the first game 
to Grinnell/Wheatland, 18-43. 
Then returned on Monday to 
play against Weskan, winning 
the game 42 to 32 and placing 
third in the tournament.

On the B-team were players 
Jacob Brubaker, Blaine Burns, 
Pedro Guetierrez, Devon Jan-
icke, Ivan Kemp, Reece Leonard 
and Shawn Pochop.

“It was quite an accomplish-
ment for this young team to 
place third in the tournament,” 
said Coach Max Keltz. “We are 
very proud of what they did.”

REECE LEONARD his blocking is opponent during the 
Freedom League Tournament held in Brewster on Saturday. 
                                                                                                Times staff photo by Linda Schneider

Tongish

birthday
celebrated

Joan Tongish is celebrating her 
80th birthday Feb. 27. Her children 
are hosting an open house from 2 
to 5 p.m., Saturday, Feb.  27, at the 
McDonald Senior Center.

No gifts, please.

Letter to the editor
Letter to the Editor:

Part of the following, has as its 
source an Associated Press article, 
dated 2-5-10, penned by writers Ro-
mans Koksarovs and Gary Peach.

The article is entitled, “Latvian 
Ghost Town Auctioned Off For 
$3.1 Million.”

What does this have to do with 
anything here in the U. S. more 
over why should we be interest-
ed in the purchase of an aban-
don city in Latvia? The Associ-
ated Press article relates that, 
“The town formerly known as 
Skrunda-1, housed about 5,000 
people during the Cold War, but 
was abandoned over a decade 
ago after the Russian military 
withdrew from Latvian follow-
ing the Soviet collapse.” 

“A representative of a Russian 
investor won the bidding contest in 
Latvians capital, Riga with an offer 
of 1.55 million (Lats), ($3.1 million 
dollars..”

So what is the significance of 
some rich Russian buying an in-
nocuous abandoned town in an in-
nocuous place? The significance is, 

if we extrapolate from this article 
that the (1.44 million Lats) is the 
equivalent to ($3.1 million dol-
lars), it doesn’t take much to fig-
ure out that a small insignificant 
country over somewhere around 
Russia, has a currency called the 
Lat, which is the equivalent of 
the dollar, but is worth twice as 
much as the dollar. How did this 
happen?

Let me see,  how do you pro-
nounce - (EAR-MARKS)?

How do we pronounce - (IN-
FLA-TION)?

How do we pronounce - 
(CON-GRES-SIONAL TERM 
LI-M-ITS)?

How do we pronounce - 
(COR-RUP-TION)?

How do we pronounce - 
(CZARS)? ‘O’ yaw, that’s Rus-
sian, right?

I know, these words are hard to 
pronounce, but if you pronounce 
them slowly, with determined 
inflection the meaning comes 
through loud and clean.

R. Kent Voorhies
McDonald

by sandy binning
Brandon and Amanda Winter and 

David Banister came home for the 
weekend to visit their grandmother, 
Amelia Banister who is in the St. 
Francis hospital.

Bethel Goltl joined the Red Hat 
Ladies in Atwood Tuesday for lunch 
at Park Hill and then they all visited 
at Good Samaritan Home.

Joe Kramer returned  Monday 
from The Pas, Manitoba, Canada. 
He took in the Trappers Festival and 
visited with friends there. 

South of 
mcdonald
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