
Don’t Miss This Upcoming Special Section
Promoting U.S. 36!

From the Kansas-Missouri border to the end
of the line at Estes Park, Colo.

Casey McCormick, ad manager, will be contacting area 
businesses in this grand

opportunity to promote St. Francis, Bird City & U.S. 36.

If interested in purchasing advertising space in this
section, give us a call at The Saint Francis Herald!

Make Cheyenne County a Destination
as you enjoy your Travels along U.S. 36

YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS THIS ONE!

P.O. Box 1050, St. Francis, KS 67756 • 785-332-3162

Bird City Times
— and —

To list your business,

call 785-332-3162.Business Directory

785-462-6908

800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

FREE

740 E. 4th

Colby, KS  67701

Local DURO-LAST Contractor

ESTIMATES

460-3999 or toll free 1-866-305-3999

Western Kansas Center
for Comprehensive

Dental Diagnosis & Rehabilitation

Jeffrey M. Rayl, D.D.S.
1690 W. 4th • Colby, KS

Bison
Rx compounding & Therapy

Customized prescriptions for patients with unique

medical situations requiring unique medical solutions.

James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A

Atwood, Kansas 67730

(785) 626-3237 • (800)  696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Flanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders Guttering

“A better way to go”

Call for Spring Specials!

Specializing in:

785-694-2865 or 785-462-0632

FREE ESTIMATES

• 5 inch seamless guttering • Roofing

•Windows • Soffit and Fascia

Heritage Corner Cafe

104 W. Bressler Bird City, KS
1950s Soda Fountain

Hours:
Mon., Wed. & Fri: 7:30 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Tues: & Thurs.: 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat.: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sun: 9:30 - 2 p.m.

Phone: 785-743-2275

email: heritagecornercafe@yahoo.com

Water Well
Service

•Windmills
•Stock Wells
•House Wells

B's Pump & Well
Rex Smith ~ 785-899-6302 ~ Goodland, KS

Ken Johnson Computer and Network Service

785-734-7075

http://biz.kennethmjohnson.net
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into city pound options. 
Old business

Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment city audit is in Sep-
tember. Mrs. Diers has contacted 
St. Francis to get a recommendation 
on hiring an auditor. Mrs. Gilliland 
mentioned that someone who is fa-
miliar with municipal and city audit 
would be a wise decision. 

Lagoon and wastewater treat-
ment

The Procurement Policy, Code 
of Conduct Policy and Fair Hous-
ing Policy. were approved. To learn 
more about these policies contact 
city hall.

Mayor Burr met with Miller and 
Associates and two contractors from 
Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment dealing with project 
construction and water to go over 
the building of the lagoon and waste-
water treatment. Everyone agreed to 
start construction in approximately 
two weeks.

The mayor had a recommendation 
to award Midstates Engineering and 
Testing Corporation the contract for 
quality assurance testing required 
for the project. Midstates had the 
lowest bid of $7,640. Chris Miller, 
Miller and Associates, had estimated 
the cost to be around $10,000. The 
awards were approved.

Next item concerned the fence 
around the present water treatment 
facility. Contractors will have to 
remove it to demolish the facility. 
The question is if there is any future 
use for it. Mayor Burr purposed get-
ting measurements of the fence and 
opening up for bids on it. It would be 
ready by Sept. 1. 

Craig White, city maintenance, 
mentioned that it could become 

a hazard if it is just rolled up and 
stored, it could be years before any-
one gets back to it.

Wade Carmichael, council mem-
ber, spoke up and said he was in fa-
vor of selling the roll of fence. Mr. 
White would get measurements and 
bring to next meeting.

Midwestern Electric will be re-
moving the power line that goes to 
the present treatment facility, unless 
the council wants to keep it. It will 
cost $15 per month.

Discussion from the council cen-
tered on future use of electricity 
from that line and was the $15 worth 
the expense of having it just in case.

The council concluded there 
would be no further use for the line. 
However, members wanted to con-
tinue the discussion at the next meet-
ing.

There was a lengthy discussion 
on how to fill the new lagoon with 
water and the cost. Would the city 
have to build a new well at $45,000, 
to be abandoned after use (the well 
was voted down immediately), or 
use one of the city’s existing wells 
and have the cost of $5,000 for the 
electricity to pump the water is the 
area. Many other areas of concerns 
were discussed about where the wa-
ter will come from.

Deb Smith, council member, 
suggested getting an estimate from 
Midwestern Energy and bring the 
results to the next meeting.

The city has hired Brad Sch-
neider as the new city maintenance 
employee. He will have a 90-day 
probationary period and during that 
time, Mr. White will be the interim 
superintendent.

Mr. White will decide the day-
by-day activities and be responsible 

for the administrative reports. Mr. 
Schneider will be learning what the 
city’s needs are. Moreover, both will 
be directed by the city council. Mr. 
White added that he is still learning 
what needs to be done.

Handouts
The council agreed to accept 

Bruce Nickel to be the contracted 
operator on a month-to-month basis 
until the city has someone licensed 
to do the municipal water and waste-
water treatment checks and reports. 

Council Committees
Mr. White reported that he decid-

ed against buying the used 10-foot 
blade discussed in the last meet-
ing, instead that he will continue to 
look for one in the $3,500 range. 
He also mentioned it was time 
to look into buying a mower for 
the park..

Mr. Carmichael talked about 
benches, tables and trash recep-
tacles for the park and the pos-
sibility of them brought as me-
morials by the public. The price 
would include engraving.

Mr. Gilliland said that contri-
butions can be from the public, 
but that there needs to be a sepa-
rate category for them.

City clerk items
The council approved to have a 

second line installed at city hall for 
$28.20 extra a month. The council 
also approved to buy a phone that 
would accommodate the extra line.

Due to the increase at the state 
level, court fines are now $70.

Phyllis Carson, city treasurer, will 
be instructed to pay Mr. White out of 
the city’s street funds, and Mr. Sch-
neider and Mr. Nickel will be paid 
out of the city’s water and sewer 
funds.

Next meeting April 7.

Council
continued from Page 1

are down, the electricity is off and 
the utility companies must be able to  
access the roads in a timely and 
orderly manner to make repairs.

The reality is that tornados are 
on the increase. The National 
Weather Service reported that in 
March 2005, the nation had 62 
confirmed tornados; in March 
2007, there were 171 confirmed 
tornados.

“When the tornado warning 
sounds, take it seriously, even if 
the tornado breaks up or changes 
directions,” said Loren White, 

assistant fire chief and emergen-
cy medical technician. 

Our Emergency Service teams 
from Bird City and the neigh-
boring towns work together to 
keep everyone safe. They are 
men and women who put their 
lives on the line every time they 
respond to a tornado warning. 
Moreover, residents that prepare 
for the unexpected will help 
them focus on rescue efforts and 
have a positive impact on how 
their community “weather” se-
vere storm conditions when they 
arise.

Tornado
continued from Page 1

introducing
Breck Allen Niblock

Breck Allen Niblock was born 
on Dec. 30, 2007, at Hays Medi-
cal Center to Terry and Brandi Ni-
block. Breck weighed 7 pounds, 
3 ounces and was 20-inches long.  
Grandparents are Gary and Mary 
Moore of Bird City and the late 
Henry and Loretta Niblock. Great-
grandparents are Bob and Leona 
Scantland of Greeley, Colo., and 
Willard and Dorothy Moore of 
Bird City. Niblock

Lions
now under 10, as best as Mr. 

Wingfield can recall and he has not 
served actively for a few years.

The Lions Clubs have tried to un-
derstand the reason behind the lack 
of community involvement and have 
not come up with a good reason.

“Declining population in the area 
and schools providing more ac-
tivities for families may be some of 
the reasons for the drop,” said Mr. 
Wingfield. 

Mr. Wingfield and Phyllis, his 
wife, are life-long residents of Mc-
Donald. Both have played important 
parts in community events over the 
years, Owen’s family owned The 
Peoples State Bank for many years 
and he served as the fire chief for 
McDonald as well. 

continued from Page 1

On Saturday, March 1, the L.E. 
(Shorty) Merklin family celebrated 
a potluck get together and also cel-
ebrated the birthday of the young-
est member, Lenna Merklin Studer, 
at the home of Kenny and Connie 
Grieve of Goodland. The day was 
spent visiting, reminiscing and tak-
ing pictures. There were 56 in atten-
dance and it was a beautiful day to 
be outdoors.

Those attending were:
Nadine’s family: Troy and Mercy 

Haufwell, Kaley, Faith and Haven 
of Bethune, Colo., and Courtney 
(Christy’s daughter).

Leon’s family: Leon and Darlene 
Merklin, Dennis Merklin, Brad-
ley Merklin, Pat Rose and Dawson 
Rose, all of St. Francis.

Charles’s family: Charles and 
Barbara Merklin, Dale and Stacey 
Hazuka and Alexandra, Frank and 
Belinda Serrano, Jacob, John and 
Emily, all of Bird City.

Bill’s family: Vickie Coen and 
Jessica, Heather and Brandy La-
Fond of Elkhart.

Marlin’s family: Marlin and Peg-
gy Merklin of Liberal and Larry and 
Lori Bauerle of Nickerson.

Lenna’s family: Fred and Lenna 

Studer, Kenneth and Connie Grieve, 
Andrea Grieve and Zeb Graves, all 
of Goodland; Leanna Peters, Tra-
cy L. Peters, Dusty Goodwin and 
Madison and Elmer, all of Shawnee 
Mission; Deanna Denny, Joey and 
Aaron, Bob and Katy Denny, Karlee 
and Clara, all of North Platte, Neb.; 
Lainie and Alyssa Studer of Castle 
Rock, Colo., and Chris and Sara 
Werth, Josh and Rean of Frederick, 
Colo.; Fred Price and Melissa Rice 
of Longmont, Colo.

A very enjoyable day was spent 
and a bountiful meal was enjoyed.

2008 Plan
before the pool must be replaced. 

The reason, she explained, is so 
the Foundation can start to set 
aside money.

Wade Carmichael, council 
member, asked if the council 
would be able to see the results 
of the study that was recently 
conducted concerning the fea-
sibility of moderate housing in 
Bird City.

Mrs. Domsch replied that she had 
been in contact with someone from 
the organization and the study will 
be complete and an announce-
ment made end of April.

Mrs. Gilliland said she has re-
ceived three or four calls about 
housing and have referred them 
to Mrs. Domsch.

To learn more contact Century 
II Development Foundation.
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iS iT SPriNG yeT?

Family enjoys reunion
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