Hunting, fishing
available in Kansas
for the outdoorsman

By John Van Nostrand
Colby Free Press
jvannostrand @ nwkansas.com

There are places in the Rocky Mountains of
Colorado, Wyoming and Montana where an
outdoorsman can hunt and fish in the same place.

You can add far northwest Kansas to those
places too.

Not far from St. Francis are two state wildlife
areas, St. Francis Wildlife Area and the South
Fork Wildlife Area.

“These areas are important,” said Cris
Mulder, a wildlife manager for the Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife and Parks stationed in
Norton. “Being that far out in northwest Kan-
sas, there are not many public hunting areas.”

Public hunting areas are owned and managed
by the state, he said.

Mulder said even though the two areas are in
the same county, they are not in the same place.
St. Francis Area

St. Francis Wildlife Area is five miles south-
west of the town of St. Francis, comprises about
480 acres acquired by the state in the 1950s.

The area, split by the Republican River, com-
bines grasslands, crop fields and timber. The
grasslands are grazed or burned in the spring to
improve conditions, Mulder said. Food plots are
planted with wheat, corn, milo, sunflower and
alfalfa.

“St. Francis is closer to town and you may see
more use,” the manager said. “Flows in the river
are sporadic with rainfall.”

There are two sand pits stocked with fish. One
has walk-in access only, he said, but one on the
south side has vehicle access

“You can fish off your tailgate,” he said.

Fishing includes catfish, bluegill and large-
mouth bass.

“Probably the best fishing is in the spring, May
and early June,” Mulder said.

Hunting includes white tail and mule deer,
turkey and dove, butducks are limited. Trapping
for beavers, raccoon and coyotes is allowed.

South Fork Area
The South Fork Wildlife Area, 12.5 miles
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northeast of St. Francis,. also is divided by the
RepublicanRiver. It features amixture of grass-
lands, crop fields and timber.

The grasslands are grazed or burned in the
spring to improve conditions. Food plots con-
sist of wheat, corn, milo, sunflower and alfalfa.

Both game and nongame species may be
found on the area, Mulder said, but numbers are
low.

Hunting opportunities are limited, he said, as
wildlifeis easily harvested or driven off the area.

White-tailed deer, mule deer and turkeys are
transient visitors, moving on and off the area
throughout the year. Pheasant and quail popu-
lations are low.

During the spring and fall, however, a few
ducksusethe Republican Riveras aresting area.

“South Fork is more limited on fishing. It does
not have the sand pits and is mostly low area.
There is a portion on higher ground, which
makes it diverse in that respect,” Mulder said.

Mulder said the long drought has changed the
areas’ hunting opportunities, but with the mois-
ture this year, conditions are better.

“With the limited rainfall the last few years,
ithas made itdifficult,” he said. “This year there
has been more rain than the past five, six years.
Cover conditions are a lot better. Hopefully we
get a few more wet years back-to-back.”

Plans are to improve dove hunting conditions
at the areas, he said.

“We see strong numbers for dove hunting
across the nation,” Mulder said. “We will see
what we can do to attract doves, and other than
justin these two areas.”

Mulder said he is interested in knowing what
users think of both of the areas.

When visiting the areas, Mulder said, he tries
to talk to visitors and leaves brochures at infor-
mation sites.

“Idon’t get much feedback from users, notas
much asIlike,” he said. “Maybe that’s because
of the distance from Norton.”

Mulder can be reached by telephone at (785)
877-2953 or by mail at Box 431, Norton, Kan.,
67654
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We hope you have a
safe hunting season!!

HOURS:10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
7 DAYS AWEEK

2005 S. Range
Colby
785-462-6460

Welcome Hunters, Have a Safe Hunt!

Curly Olney’s, Inc.
North Highway 83 — McCook, Neb. 69001
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J&M Grain Carts

Parts & Service for all Your Farm Equipment
Phone: 1-800-543-7512—Fax: 308-345-4943

\We supply custom-made hearing devices for people
engaged in professions and sporting endeavors that
require hearing protection and enhancement. A
variety of makes and models are available to meet

every need and budget. = REDUCES LOUD SOUNDS
AMPLIFIES SOFT SOUNDS

STEVENS HEARING CENTER
1218 East B Street

or @EIUDIBEL McCook, NE 69001

308-345-4836 www.audibel.com
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October is GMC Truck Month

2007 Canyon 2007 New Sierra 2007 New Sierra

4wd Crew Cab SLE Cab SLE
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1500 Crew 4wd SLE1
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1500 2wd Ext
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5.3 V8, AT, XM, Z71, Onstar, Remote Start,
HD Trailer Pkg.

MSRP $36,760,
$3,500 Rebate

3.715, AT, Z71 Offroad Pkg., HD Trailer Pkg.
MSRP $27,880
$2,000 Rebate

5.3 Flexfuel, AT, HD Trailer Pkg
MSRP $30,240, $3,000
Rebate .. 0% 60 Months wac

6.6 Duramax Diesel, Allison AT, Remote Start,
Onstar, HD Trailer Pkg.

MSRP $46,112
$3,500 Rebate

www.berniejonesgmc.com

6.0 V8, AT, Remote Start, HD Trailer Pkg.
MSRP $33,258, $3,000
Rebate . 0% 60 Months w.c

6.0 V8, HD Trailer Pkg.,
MSRP $30,930, $3,000
Rebate .. 0% 60 Months vac

JONAL GRADE.™
CAMBRIDGE, NEBRASKA
308-697-4661
866-534-1422



