McDonald man
injured in Iraq

By Karen Krien
karenk@nwkansas.com

McDonald man, Kelly Ray
Simmonds, is serving inIraq as part
of a convoy escort team. However,
he was recently injured while on a
mission.

“I can’t tell much about it now,”
he said. However, he will be out of
commission for four months.

Simmonds joined the National
Guard in Goodland while still in
high school. Following his gradua-
tion from Cheylin High School in
2004, he went to basic training in
Fort Jackson, N.C. He was one of
three out his class of five boys who
went into the service.

In basics, he found he really en-
joyed being in the service. He had
gone into the service for the benefits
and to become a cook. He wanted to
goto Iragbutthere were no positions
open for cooks so he settled on be-
ing a gunner. He rides on top of a
Humvee guarding the convoy.

Serving in the Army National
Guard, Simmonds said he spends a
lotof time “on the road,” being back
at his “house” maybe two days a
week. The team’s convoy security
missions make sure that supplies get
from one point to another, then back
to safety.

“The time on missions depends on
what happens on the road,” he said.

Asa.50caliber gunner, he said he
has been engaged in fire several
times. In the month of July, the com-
pany was in small arms fire where
the enemy fires on the convoy with
AK47s and rocket propelled gre-

nades.

“I enjoy what I am doing over
here,” he said. “Not the fact that our
incentive is kill or be killed, but that
we are attempting to help out a na-
tion that cannot defend or protect
themselves.”

“I volunteered for this deploy-
mentfortworeasons,” he said. “The
first reason was to honor all my
friends who have been killed in ac-
tion while serving their country; and
second, I swore that if I were de-
ployed, I would do anything and
everything within my power to
make sure everyone I came over
here with, goes home safely, even if
it means giving up my life so they
could go back to their families.”

A few missions ago, Simmonds
said he had the opportunity tohelp out
the explosive ordinance division.

“I was given the chance to take
control of the EOP robot which is
used to place the C-4 on an impro-
vised explosive device and, I got to
blow it up!” he said.

He actually has some video of the
explosion.

Simmonds said his team has just
been named the “senior convoy
team” in the whole country of Iraq.

He will be coming home for his
brother John’s wedding on Aug. 25.
He said heis not sure whether he will
stay in Iraq for another year.

He is the son of Kelly and Diane
Simmonds, McDonald. Mr.
Simmonds said that the 170th Main-
tenance Unit in Goodland is sup-
posed to be deployed to Iraq within
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KELLY RAY SIMMONDS pses with his guns in Iraq.

the next year and Kelly Ray is con-
sidering going with them.

Mr. Simmonds also said that, while
growing up, Kelly Ray didn’t like to
shoot a shot gun because it “kicked
too much.” He has come a long way
as, today, he now carries three guns,
one of them is a grenade launcher.

The Simmonds said they are very

proud of their son and what he is
doingbutthey will be glad to see him
in August.

Editor’s note: Kelly Ray
Simmonds was to be featured in the
Freedom Section that is inserted in
thisweeks paper; however the infor-
mationwas not collected in time for
the deadline.

News Past

5 years ago - 2002

Friday evening at about 6 p.m.
three planes flew inand landed at the
Bressler-Young Airport in Bird
City. Their destination was dinner at
Big Ed’s. They had heard what great
steaks they would get there. One of
the planes was from Nebraska, an-
other one was from Colorado and
the third one from Goodland.

Ed Garner was honored by the
Cheyenne County Commissioners
for 25 years of service to the county.

Progressisbeing made onthe new
First National Bank building in Bird
City. Plans are to be in to the new
facility by August.

The Rumley plow, patented in
1906, is an eight bottom breaking
plow. It has undergone many hours
of labor but is now ready for the
2002 Thresher Show. The plow was
originally pulled with a steam or gas
powered engine.

Officers of the Tri-State Antique
Engine and Thresher Association
include Ken Beougher, president;
Al Kirmer, vice president; Ned and
Deb Smith, secretaries; Stan
Dorsch, treasurer; Norman Dorsch,
Larry Henry, Wayne Sawyer, Gary
Brubaker and Steve Busse, direc-
tors.

Tyrone and Amy Wilkens, along
with family and friends, are work-
ing hard remodeling and updating
the Frosty Mug in McDonald.
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JOHN KITE, retiring attorney after 50 years in practice, received a certificate and pin
from the Kansas Bar Association. Judge Jack Burr made the presentation in the Chey-
enne County Courtroom on July 3.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Semi tractor accident
reported on K-161

A semi tractor accident happened
on K-161 about 16 miles north of
Bird City at 7 p.m. on Saturday. The
report from the Kansas Highway
Patrol showed driver, Husniddin
Sharipov, 26, of Kissimmee, Fla.,
was going south when he went into
the west ditch, over corrected, then

drove into the east ditch. The 1999
Kenworth semi truck overturned on
to its top and was facing the north-
west when it landed.

Sharipov was taken to the Dundy
Hospital by ambulance. It was noted
that he was wearing a seat belt.
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301 W. Jackson ~ St. Francis ~ 785-332-2270

— Now Open —

Tuesdays * 1-7 p.m.
Wed. & Thurs. + 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday by Appointments

Owner/Operator ~ Shelley Culwell

Benkelman Pharmacy
1-877-423-2759

“It's worth your time to check us out”

Attention Diabetic Patients

Your Medicare Plan will allow you
a new pair of shoes every year.
Call toll-free today to find out how!

oo NOTICE e°
A Special Meeting

Body is hereby called to be held at the
City Hall on July 17, 2007 at

of the Governing

7:00 p.m., the obiject of said meeting
being to discuss and approved the budget.

2007 Harvest.

— NOTICE —

Harvest your Corn Early for High Moisture
so you can look at putting it back to
wheat this fall.

Cheyenne Feeders LLC is wanting to talk
to you about High Moisture Corn for
Give me a Call!

Joe Hoffman
Manager

CHEYENNE FEEDERS, LLC
Rt. 2, Box 109 - St. Francis, Kansas 67756

Office: 785-332-3557
Cell: 785-332-8264
Fax: 785-332-3558

Thursday, July 12, 2007
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Road construction
begins in county

By Karen Krien
karenk@nwkansas.com

Two highways in the county
will have road construction dur-
ing the month of July. U.S. 36
west of St. Francis and K-161
north of Bird City.

Kristin Brands, Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation, reported
that both construction projects
will have pilot cars and people
should plan to have a wait if trav-
eling onthese highways; however
the wait should not exceed 15
minutes.

U.S. 36

The second part of the road con-
struction on U.S. 36 is west of St.
Francis. The crew will run a test
strip on Wednesday and, weather
permitting, the work is expected
to begin on Thursday. Earlier in
June, the road crew completed a
heater scarification process on
this stretch of road.

The beginning date could de-
pend upon getting the asphalt
plantsetup. The work is expected
to take six to seven days.

When the road is completed, it
will have 1-inch asphalt overlay
from the Republican River bridge
to the Colorado-Kansas state line,
a 12-mile stretch.

The estimated cost of construc-
tion for this projectis $1,012,323.

K-161

Constructionon K-161 from the
U.S. 36 junction to the Kansas-
Nebraska state line is expected to
start on Monday, July 16. The 17-
mile stretch will start with the
heater scarification process which
heats 2-inches of existing pave-
ment before the final seal is putin
place. The 17-mile stretch will
consist of a 2-inch surface recycle
and seal.

DaVita
Clinical Excellence

Immediate Opening

Rated by Fortune Magazine as one

of America’s Most Admired Health

Facilities, DaVita continues fo grow
with exciting opportunities!

P/T RN
Burlington, CO
Three 8-hour daytime shifts.
Willing to train.

New grads welcome.

Visit us online:
www.davita.com/careers
or contact:
Jill.Schmidt@davita.com
Tel: 866.532.8482

Da/l ta.

New Cheyenne County

| y
Darris DeGood
Loan Officer
“When you’re looking for
a lender that knows
agriculture, think of Farm
Credit. We specialize in

ag loans:

+ Operating

* Real Estate

* Livestock

* Equipment
“Farm Credit is here for
you, at the office in Colby,
at our weekly offices
throughout Northwest
Kansas, or at your farm,
we work around your
schedule.

“See me at:
JAQUA ABSTRACT CO
St. Francis, KS
Mondays 10:00 to 2:00

e"o Farm Credit
0 of Western Kansas
1055 S. Range - Colby

www.farmcreditkansas.com

800-657-6048

785-462-1116
Farm Credit is an Equal
Credit Opportunity and

Equal Housing Lender

EQUAL HOIFENG
OPFORTUNITY

“The process heats the existing
pavement and rejuvenates it be-
fore it is re-compacted into the
roadbed,” said Michael Terry,
Atwood construction engineer.
“This is the first step in the pro-
cess.”

The final step in the construc-
tion consists of applying a con-
ventional seal to the section. This
will be done by contracting firm
Heft and Sons of Greensburg. The
second step should start by Aug.
20.

There will be a couple of weeks
between the first and second step
of the construction so the surface
can “cure” before it is sealed.

The highway is expected to be
completed by late-August,
weather permitting.

Dustrol Inc., Towanda, was
awarded the project bid for
$1,313,583.

As always, the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation encourages
drivers to be aware of highway
workers and exercise caution when
traveling through this and any other
road work zone in Kansas.

For questions concerning this
road construction project, contact
Area Two Construction Engineer
Michael Terry at (785) 626-3258 or
mterry @ksdot.org or Kristen
Brands, Northwest Kansas Public
Affairs manager, at 785-877-3315
or kristenb@ksdot.org in Norton.

Now's the time
to apply

Dramatically Increase
Yields in
e Corn
¢ Milo
e Sunflowers

Call us today about new
Slow Release Nitrogen

Full Service &
Ground Application

Sunflower Aero
Atwood - 626-3344

SUNFLOIVER

b= b

RERO, INC.

Or for more information go
to www.sunfloweraero.com

I
COMPARE OUR

CD RATES.

Bank issued, FDIC-insured to $100,000

1-year
Minimum deposit $5,000
5.20% APY*

~ 3year
5.25% APY*
Minimum deposit $5,000

R _5_-):;r_ o
5.30% APY*
Minimum deposit $5,000

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY), effective 7/
06/07. Certificates of Deposit (DCs) are fed-
erally insured up to $100,000 (principal and
interest accrued but not y7et paid) per issu-
ing institution. CDs are also federally insured
up to $250,000 (principal and interest ac-
crued butnotyet paid) in qualified retirement
accounts per issuing institution. Subject to
availability and price change. CD values may
decline in arising interest rate environment,
and the market value may fluctuate if sold
prior to maturity. The amount received from
the sale of a CD at current market value may
bemorethan, less than or equal fo the amount
initially invested. FDIC insurance does not
cover losses in market value in these in-
stances. Early withdrawal may not be per-
mitted. Yields quoted are net of all commis-
sions. You pay no additional commissions,
annual fees or periodic charges. The estate
feature allows heirs to redeem the CDs upon
the death of an owner at face value plus in-
terest earned, subject to limitations. CDs re-
quire the distribution of interest and do not
allow interest to compound. CDs offered
through Edward Jones are issued by banks
and thrifts nationwide. $5,000 minimum in-
vestment per issuing institution. All CDs sold
by Edward Jones are registered with the De-
pository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Call or stop by today.

Kris Yost

Financial Advisor

114 East 11th

P.O. Box 647

Goodland, KS 67735

Ofc. 785-899-3611
800-755-4596
kris.yost@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING



