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TIMETO SHOW OFF—JoshuaK eltzgetsready toshow oneof his4-H proj ects, achicken,
at the2005 CheyenneCounty Fair.

Times staff photo by KarenKrien

Board isready
for newschool year

By DeAnza Church

As students prepare them-
selves, both mentally and physi-
cally, for the first day of school,
membersof the Cheylin Board of
Educationarefinalizingplansfor
the upcoming year.

Several motions were ap-
proved, at Monday night’s meet-
ing, includingthelist of substitute
teachers, substituteteacher pay at
$75 per day and the milk bid sub-
mitted by Cash-Way Distributing.

After going over the budget re-
port, it was decided to apply for a

raiseintheMill levy. Thecurrent
estimated tax rateisat 9.271 mills.
Theonemill increasewill bringit
up to approximately 10.3, which
will bring in another $17,400.
Raising the mill will allow the
school to take money from the
general fund and put it in the lo-
cal option budget.

“We're better off to do that,”
said Kerby Krien, board member.

The Cheyenne County Health
Department requested permission
to utilize the school facilitiesin
caseof emergencies, suchasmass

inoculations. A final decisionwas
tabled until the attorney isableto
go over the contract.
Thesummer projects, including
the gym floor and sidewalk con-
struction has been completed.
Dave Zumbahlen, superinten-
dent, stated that Roy Shrader dic
a great job on the sidewalk
project.
Anexecutivesessionwascalleg
to discussan early graduation re-
quest by a student. The request
was granted, however no further
detailsweregiven.

Congressman visitsCity
for town-hall meeting

By DeAnza Church

CongressmanJerry Moranvisited
Bird City’ s City Hall on Monday to
discussissuesranging from agricul-
turetotheconstitutional amendment.
Twenty-six Cheyenne County resi-
dentswere present during thetown-
hall meeting. Some asked questions
while others sat quietly and listened
totheideasand concernsof theCon-
gressman.

“What canwedotoensurethat St.
FrancisandBird City areherefor an-
other generation,” he asked. “We
haven't figured out how to have our
sonsand daughtersreturn and make
aliving. That'show you changethe
futureof business.”

Oneareaof importanceisthebeef
industry. Congressman Moran
agreed with Troy Burr of Bird City,
that Japan needstore-openitsborder
to beef products.

Although the United States has
reached an agreement to open trade
with Japan, it hasn’t happened yet.
According to Congressman Moran,
Japan sdlIstwicetheamount of goods

tothe United Statesthan they buy.

Congressman Moran backsabill
that will impose retaliatory trade
sanctionsagainst Japanif they don’t
live up to their agreement with the
United States. An upcoming meet-
ing in Washington with Japan’s
primeminister will determinewhat
stepsthe government will take.

Congressman Moran said that the
number one topic of conversation
during histour has been fuel prices.
He discussed the energy hill, saying
that it hasbeen voted on six timesin
nineyears.

Although supply and demand till
hasaroletoplay, hewouldliketosee
theUnited Statesbecomel essdepen-
dentonforeignoil. Hepointed out that
62 percent of America' senergy is
imported from abroad.

When asked about the constitu-
tional amendment regarding thedefi-
nition of marriage, Congressman
Moran said the senate votes haven't
been there. He explained that the
courtsstill have power to determine
the state law. I’ sin the house to re-

Foomn
Congressman Moran

strict court decisions.

“Judges need to interpret the law,
not make laws,” Congressman
Moransaid.

Congressman Moran touched on
issues such as health care, drought
assistanceandthefarmbill. Hemen-
tioned government spending and the
need for thegovernment to say noto
certain funding in an attempt to de-
creasethedeficit.

“1’m a Republican that still be-
lievesthedeficit matters,” hesaid.
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head back tothecommand center after taking officerscloser tothestandoff.

Early morning chaseendswith arrest

By Karen Krien

What might have been afairly
smpletrafficstoptogiveaBird City
man awarrant for criminal threat
turnedinto an all-day standoff with
thesheriff callinginhelpfromother
law enforcement.

Monday morning, Cheyenne
County Sheriff Troy Gardner, St.
Francis Police Officer Norvin
Anderson and Officer Mark
Davidson stopped Vertie E.
Bolyard, a 69-year-old man, who
livessouthof Bird City. Mr. Bolyard
had been makingthreatsagainst his
estrangedwifeandtheofficerswere
deliveringawarrant for hisarrest.

The stop was near U.S. 36 and
County Road 23. Astheofficersgot
out of their car, Mr. Bolyard sped
away. Thedust wasthick and offic-
erswereunabletogettooclosetothe
white Chevy pickup Mr. Bolyard
wasdriving. Speedsclimbedtoover
80 miles per hour on the dirt roads
asMr. Bolyard went to his country
home 9.5 miles south of Bird City.

Mr. Bolyard has the Country

Trader Gun and Pawn Shop on his
grounds which, according to those
whohavebeenthere,iswell stocked
with gunsand ammunition.

Sheriff Gardner, said hewas be-
ing very careful and taking things
very slowly to keep anyone from
beinginjured.

Officerswerecalledinfromthe
Sherman County Sheriff’s office
along with the Kansas Highway
Patrol and Kansas Bureau of In-
vestigation. It was determined
that the Kansas Highway Patrol
Special Response Team should
also help with the arrest.

The Special Response Teamis
made up of officersfrom all over
the state. It wasthe middle of the
afternoon beforethey wereableto
be there with a special SUV. A
black helicopter wasalso on site.
The officers had set up a com-
mand center just north of the
Bolyard farm.

Listening on the scanner, the of -
ficers keeping surveillance on Mr.
Bolyardtalked about hiscasual ac-

tivities around the yard, walking
between buildingsand mowing the
grass. It was asthough nothing had
goneonearlierintheday.

About 4 p.m. with the helicop-
ter hovering over the house, the
first response team with a high-
way patrol car followingmovedin
behind awindbreak, dropping off
the officers. Both vehicles re-
turned.

After theteam had timeto ook
over the situation, the second re-
sponse team and highway patrol
officersmovedin. Thistime, Mr.
Bolyard was arrested without in-
cident.

TheHighway Patrol Officersre-
mained at Bolyard’ shometo secure
and search the house, gunshop and
outbuildings.

The officers were enroute to
take Mr. Bolyard to the Sherman
County Bastille when Mr.
Bolyard began complaining of
chest painsand an ambulancewas
called. Mr. Bolyard was taken to
the Goodland Medical Center
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ST.FRANCISPOLICE OFFICER Norvin Ander son keepsan eyeon theroad block set up on County Road 28. Two vehicles

Times staff photos by Casey McCormick

where he was treated but was not
having a heart attack. He was re-
|eased Tuesday morning.

Sheriff Gardner said Mr.
Bolyard’s current charges are
Criminal Threat (level 9 felony)
warrant arrest and Fleeing and
Eluding. He was in Cheyenne
County District Courtfor afirst ap-
pearance on Tuesday where he
charges were upgraded to two
counts of criminal threat, level 9
felony; one count of aggravated
assault, level 7felony; andonecount
of fleeing or attempting to elude a
patral officer, level 9felony. Hisbond
wasset a $50,000. Hewastakenback
to Sherman County wherehewill be
until hemeetsthebond.

Sheriff Gardner said the assis-
tance provided by surrounding
law enforcement and the Chey-
enne County Emergency Medical
Technicians, Bird City Fire De-
partment and Cheyenne County
Emergency Management along
with the Cheyenne County Road
and Bridge was tremendous.

A State Trooper hellcopter hoversover the command center,
north of the Country Trader location.

TheSpeual ResponseTeam moved intoposition W|th aspemal ly
equipped SUV.




