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65 Cents

Library celebrates6/th birthday

By Casey McCormick

On Nov. 6, the Bird City Li-
brary passed a milestone by
turning 67-years-old, coming
from a humble beginning to
what now stands as one of the
show pieces of the community.

The original library beganin
1937 whenasmall group of Bird
City women decided apublicli-
brary wasneeded. It was|ocated
in the east portion of the city
hall. There was a move to the
west side of the building, then
back to the east and finally back
to the west again where it re-
mained until 2000.

Some of the women who be-
ganthelibrary werethewives of
local farmersand businessmen.
The chairman of thelibrary was
Mrs. Fred Brubaker, others in-
volved were Mrs. Joe Green,
Mrs. T.J. Book, Mrs. Paul
Miller, Mrs. Melvin Wright,
Mrs. E.L. Bacon, Mrs. Kenneth
Cram and Miss. Laura Grubbs.

Some other women who of-
fered their time were Mrs. Otis
True, Mrs. Wayne Duncan and
help came from the Future
Farmersorganization who built
the shelves needed to store the
books.

A quote from the Bird City
Times Oct. 27, 1937, issue
stated:

“Mrs. E.L. Bacon, Mrs. Book
and Miss Grubbs have chosen
and ordered the new books and
magazines. A few of the new
books that will be found on the
shelvesare: Howto Win Friends
and Influence People, Gone
With the Wind by Margaret
Mitchell, Northtothe Orient by
Anne Morrow Lindberg and
Lost Horizon by James Hilton.
If you have books that you
would like to give, call any of
the library board members.”

Jessie Duncan wasthefirst li-
brarian and sheworked asavol-
unteer for many years. Eventu-
ally shewasto be paid $1 when-
ever the library was open.

With time the library did re-
ceiveasmall levy from the city
which allowed the board to hire
aregular librarian.

One of themajor growth peri-

odsfor thelibrary camein 1974.
Thelocal PRIDE group worked
to increase the size of the facil-
ity as well as added on a much
needed workroom. The con-
struction project was done by
volunteers and the library won
a special award at the state
PRIDE meeting.

A very good year for the li-
brary was1989. It wasnamedin
Walt Eggers’ will as a benefi-
ciary.

Thisgenerousgift entitled the
library to purchase a computer
and copy machine. Some new
shelving wasacquired and addi-
tionsto the children’ s program
were made. The remainder of
the funds were banked with a
dream of a new facility some-
day.

In 1999, thelibrary board se-
riously took on the responsibil-
ity of enlarging thelibrary once
again. Theboard|ooked at some
vacant buildingsbut did not find
anything suitable.

Glen Strait, an architect from
Colby, was contacted. Success-
ful grants were written to the
Bacon Family Foundation and
the Lied Foundation. The com-
munity became involved and
many donations were made.

A fun night was held with a
meal provided by the school and
an auction of new and col-
lectibles provided a lot of
laughs. Thefund raiser brought
in enough money to put a base-
ment under part of the new li-
brary.

The Security State Bank do-
nated the lots that the new li-
brary wasto bebuilt on. Paxton
Construction of Goodland was
given the contract and within
three months the new building
was compl eted.

Many people have carried on
the caring tradition of bringing
books and services to the com-
munity through the library. At
the time of the new building
construction Winnifred
Brubaker, Jerry Carmichael and
Martin Burton acted ascommu-
nity representatives and the li-
brary board was active in gen-
eral community work.

LIBRARY TRUSTEE STAN DORSCH hangsoneof M

celebrated its67th birthday thismonth.

In particular, library trustee
Stan Dorsch hasgiven countless
hoursand agreat deal of energy
to thisquality library.

“Itisamazing, thelibrary was
constructed for $197,000. L ater
another $20,000 was spent for
new shelving and the comple-
tion of the cabinetry,” Mr.
Dorschsaid, “All thiswasdone
without abond issue and the li-
brary is debt free, the commu-
nity has been very generous.”

In addition to books and
magazines, thelibrary hasacol-
lection of entertainment video
cassettes, audio cassettes and
DVD'’s. A large collection of
magazinesisalso available. The

library is a member of the
Northwest KansasLibrary Sys-
tem and rotates collections ev-
ery two months. Book requests
are available from interlibrary
|oan.

Thelibrary is open five days
aweek. Darla Deeds is the li-
brarian and is on the job Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday.
MarciaHickert and Stan Dorsch
volunteer on Monday and Fri-
day, respectively. Also, Darci
Kehlbeck isthereweekly for the
children’s story time.

“Yes, theBird City PublicLi-
brary hasmuch to be proud of on
this, their 67th birthday,” Mr.
Dorsch said.

NEW FACULTY MEMBER? Al
wrong? Shehasagood helper in M cKenzieTaylor, right.

e>;is Frink hastemporary charge of thefirst grade classat Cheylin. But what could go
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‘ChristmasOn Us togiveout $1,500
at drawingin St. Francison Dec. 16

By Karen Krien

The Christmas On Us giveaway
hasstarted. For thenext threeweeks,
peoplewill beinstant winnersof $50
scrip if they have the ticket which
matches one of the numbers found
in the Christmas On Us pages of
advertisements.

Thepersonholdingthefirstplace
ticket will find themselveswith an
extra$1,000. Thesecond placewin-
ner will have $100.

Aticketwill begivenforeach$10
purchased in participating busi-

nesses. However, itisnot necessary
tomakeapurchasetoclaimaticket.
Thosecomingto The Saint Francis
Herald officemay eachreceiveone
ticket per week.

Each week, participating mer-
chantswill beadvertising salesand
speciasintheadsonthe Christmas
On Us pages so while people are
looking for matching numbers, be
sureto take agood look at the spe-
cias.

Thosefinding matching numbers
will need to bring them into The

Herald officeto claim their $50in
scripanditisnecessary tobringtick-
etsinonor beforeMonday because
if the scrip is not given away by
Monday evening, that scrip money
will becarried over tothenext week
when another number drawn to be
placed in aChristmasOn Usad. A
total of $400 in scrip will be given
away duringtheholiday seasonand
canbespentinoneof thefollowing
participating businesses:

* Bier' sHometown Store

* Burr Liquor

* CheyenneBowl and Dairy King

* Dusty Farmer

» Goodell Greenhouseand Floral

« Krien Pharmacy

e K-Store

* OwensTrueValue

* Parkhill Restaurant

* St. FrancisSuper’s

e Schultz's

* St. FrancisEquity

* Saint FrancisHerald

The contest will end at noon on
Dec. 16 andthegrand prizedrawing
will be held that evening.
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By Casey McCormick

TheBirdCity Libraryishosting
an art exhibit which features the
worksof local artist MyraGrimes.
Fromnow until thefirst of theyear,
16 of Mrs. Grimes' paintingswill
bedisplayed at thelibrary.

Her oil paintingsinclude a
threshing machine which be-
longed to Everett Rhores, of Au-
rora, Colo. Mrs. Grimes captured
severd loca personalities either
riding the machine or following
behindit.

Artist’sworksat library

Her works depict landscape of
scenesfromnorthwest Kansas, as
well asbuildings, portraitsandani-
mals.

“Itmakesmefed goodtoknow
that othersenjoy what | do,” Mrs.
Grimessaid, “If my paintingsare
an escape from the everyday rat
race, then they do what they are
intendedtodo.”

Most of thepaintingsarefor sae
andMrs. Grimescanbecontacted
at 734-2742.

Bird City Chrigmas
plansareunderway

By Casey McCormick

The count down to Christmasis
here. And, asin year’s past, Bird
City will bethe placeto beon Dec.
18 when the town comes together
for SantaDay.

Alongwiththefunof thegiftsand
money giveaways, two other events
will add to the excitement of Santa
Day. Thewinnersof the Christmas
lighting contest and Bird City slo-
gan contest will beannounced.

Last year thewinnersof thelight-
ing contest were Neil and Jana
Diers, Carol Markley, Ervin and
Carol Petersand Sonny and Tammy
Horinek. Theprizesforthisyear will
be$75forfirst place, $50for second
and $25 for third, along with one
honorable mention.

Those interested in entering the
contest should contact Bonnie Burr
(734-2784) or Dee Dorsch (734-
2785) by Dec. 16.

The Century Il Development
Foundation will announcethewin-
ner of the Bird City slogan contest

that evening. The winner will be
given $200 in Bird City bucks anc
entriesmust bereceived by Nov. 30.
Entries can be mailed to the Bird
City Century |1 Devel opment Foun-
dation, P.O. Box 593, Bird City,
Kan., 67731.

SantaDay drew alargecrowd in
2003. Over $4,000 in donations
made surethat not oneof thekidsin
attendance went home empty
handed. Someof thegift prizeswere
atelevision, DV D playersandan X-
Box. The Grinch made a surprise
showing but he was chased off by
none other than Santa Claus. St.
Nicholas was there to see the chil-
dren for one last request before
Christmasand hehad aspecial sack
of toysfor onekid. Last year’ swin-
ner was Kayla Statley. Who will it
bethisyear?

Also, each of thechurchesinBird
City have Christmas programs anc
festivities planned. Watch the Biro
City Times for a schedul e of these
upcoming events.




