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Thresher show beginsJuly 29

By Casey McCormick

The highlight of the Bird City
summer ishere. The Tri-State An-
tique Engineand Thresher Associa-
tionwill hold its51st show on July
29, 30, 31and August 1.

There will be more to see than
steam enginesand wheat threshing.
Automobileswill bedisplayed and
paraded, as will many tractors.
Museums and various buildings
will housemany interestingand his-
toric items. And of course many
will flock totheswap meet andflea
market.

Hereisascheduleof events:
Thursday, Friday and
Saturday Programs

(reduced schedule on Sunday)

9:30 a.m.- Servicing equipment.

10-Invocation, flagraising, intro-
duction of personnel and the queen
and princess.

10:15-Corn shelling, Prony
brake and Baker fan testing.

10:45-Parade of old machinery
and early-day harvest equipment.

11:15-Pyramid stunt, steam en-
ginetalk and thresher talk.
11:45-Steam engineraces.

Noon-Lunch.

1p.m.-Kidstug-o-war withsmall
steam engine.

1:15-Parade of antiquecars.

1:30-Parade of antique tractors
and steam engines.

2:30-Threshing, plowing and
straw baling (using agastractor on
Thursday and using a steamer Fri-
day and Saturday).

3:15-Saw mill and shinglemill.

4-Steamengineraces, stationary
engine demonstration and antique
auto display.

4:30-Steam enginerides.

Special Noon-Day Programs

Thursday: Recognition of outgo-
ing Queenandintroduction of 2004
Queen and Thresher Princess.

Friday: Recognition of Auto
Club Queen.

Swap M eet Each Day

For information, inquire in

Building5, 10:30a.m.to4:30 p.m.
Thursday Old Fashioned
Literary

Anoldfashionedliterary will be

held at the country school at 7 p.m.
Friday Antique Tractor Pull

Thepopular eventwill beheld at
6:30 p.m.

Saturday Evening Bar becue

The McDonald Lions Club will

.—n.l.-.

DELBERT POWELL AND K EN BEOUGHER spend sometlmelntheshop attheThresher Groundsin preparation for the51st Show. Thetractor Delbert is
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workingonisa1951 Case.

host the barbecue from 5 p.m. to 7
p.m. The pricewill be announced.
Special Entertainment

Following the barbecue will be
entertainment by Deans Duckson
and the Turkey Snorts.

Sunday Wor ship Services

Worship serviceswill beheld at
thecountry churchat9,9:30and 10
am. Sunday.

Thr&sher Qu
identity unkown

Last week, the readers saw an
early photo and ashort biography
of the 2004 Thresher Queen and
many may havealready guessher
identity. In case some are still in
doubt, hereistherest of thestory!

Oneof thehappiesttimesinthis
year’s Thresher Queen’slifewas
when she was a telephone opera-
tor. She loved her job. It was the
best paying job she had ever had
and she was able to help her par-
entsout financially and still have
money left for her needs. Shewas
working at the switchboard the
night of the Republican River
Flood. Itwasavery busy and ex-
citing night and shewill never for-
getit.

After her marriage, she contin-
ued her harvest cooking. Thehar-
vest crews usually came to the
house for breakfast, lunch and
supper. She always had a huge
feat prepared for them. She and
her husband al so provided aplace
in their home for the crews to
shower and clean up. Thiscontin-
ued for many years.

She was a very dedicated wife
and mother. Her childrenwerethe
“joy of her life.” She always
opened her home to their many
friends. To this day, she doesn’t
know astranger.

Times have not always been
goodfor the Thresher Queen. Her
family hassuffered many difficult
times. Y ou won't hear her com-
plaining though. She'll tell you
that lifejust goesthat way oncein

2004 Queen

awhile and it makes you appre-
ciate the good times. In the end,
youturn out to beabetter person.
youjust havetotrustinthelLord.

Her family is still farming in
the Bird City community today.
They will be the first to tell you
that she always makes the best
out of any situation. They are
very proud of her and very happy
to call her mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother and now
“Queen.”

Plan to attend the Thresher
Queen revealing at noon on
Thursday, July 29, infront of the
grandstands on the Thresher
Showgrounds.
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teer wor k thesetwoyoungmen ar einstrumental in gettingtheThresher Show off theground.

Young handswor k on old steam engines

By Casey McCormick
Next week will seethe51st an-
nual Tri-State Antique Engine
and Thresher Show at the show
grounds in Bird City. But before
theevent can occur agreat deal of
preparation must take place.
Thereareabout 16to 18vintage
steam engines stored on the
grounds that need a good deal of
service to get in shape for the
show. Over theyearsthemajority
of maintenance for the massive
vehicleshasbeen doneby Gerald
Wright.
However, Mr. Wright is cur-
rently working hisregular job as

anover-the-roadtruck driver. But
hisabsencewill not delay the51st
show.

Two of thehardest working vol -
unteers at the show grounds are
Rex Weishapl and Jacob White.
Even though they are not old
enough to have driver’s licenses
(both will be in the eighth grade
next school year) they are com-
fortable with operating the giant
steam engines.

“It’s a fun, learning experi-
ence,” said Rex.

He has been working on the
steam engines for five years and
Jacob hasworked for four.

“We like getting dirty,” Rex
said. “Chicks, except for our
moms, digit.”

Itisadirty job as much of the
work is done handling the black,
sooty coal that fuel sthemachines.
Also the smaller volunteers have
the task of crawling into the fire
boxes to sandblast built-up resi-
dueontheinside, aswasdonelast
year.

“This year we're checking the
fuse plugs,” Rex said, “to make
surethey aren’t melted.”

Mr. Wright has taught these
young men everything they know
about steam engines. He trusts

REXWEISHAPL ANDJACOBWHITEwork onthesmall steam englneused for theklstug -0f - war Althoughit’ saII vqun-
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them to work solo on the antique
machines.

Asfor theregular maintenance
much must be done: mud is
cleaned off, small packings are
replaced and each engineishydro
tested.

“The test puts the engine over
the normal pressure of the relief
valve,” Rex said.

Therelief valveisthesafety de-
vicewhich keepsthesteam engine
from building up too much pres-
sure and possibly exploding.

When Mr. Wright returnsfrom
the road next Friday he will be
pleased with what these two



