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City looksfor reasonfor lost water

By Casey McCormick

The Bird City City Council dis-
cussed water meter repairs, a des-
ignated parking spot for the
sheriff’ sdepartment and other busi-
ness at their regular meeting on
Monday.

City employees are still baffled
by the continuedlossof water from
thecity system. However they may
havehel ped theproblem by replac-

ing four water meters that were
damaged dueto winter freeze.
“Normally (thedamaged meters)
would be found when the water
flows up from the meter pit,” said
Sam Beeson, the head of the Bird
City Maintenance Department.
“But these leaked out the bot-
tom,” Mr. Beeson said.
HeandDarryl Millerreplacedthe
four meters and shut the water off

Eader egg
huntsplanned
for Saturday

By Casey McCormick

TheBird City City Park and the
McDonald school ground are the
places to be on Saturday for the
city’ sannual Easter Egg Hunts.

Both huntsareopento children,
from preschool to fourth grade.
News of the hunts have spread so
many out-of-town huntersare ex-
pected.

TheMcDonald event will begin
at 10 a.m. and the Bird City hunt
will have registration at 10 a.m.
with the hunt at 10:30 am.

McDonald Area Development
issponsoring their hunt whilethe
Bird City Community Club hosts
theirs.

“We always have special gifts
and a drawing,” said organizer
Wendy Richmeier of Bird City.
“And the Easter Bunny will be a

special guest.”

The weather forecast looks
goodfor Saturday butinthe event
of inclement weather the Bird
City hunt will be moved to the
Cheylin Elementary gym.

“It will be a great day to hunt
eggs,” said Mrs. Richmeier.

Blood driveFriday;
donorsareneeded

The American Red Cross will
becollecting bloodfrom 8:30a.m.
tolp.m.onFriday attheBird City
Community Blood Drive at the
American Legion Hall.

TheAmerican Red Crossisask-
ing all those people who have
thought about becoming a blood
donor, but just have not taken the
timeto step forward.

New donorsarethosewho have
been out of the system for afew
yearsor thosewho arecoming out
for the first time. Everyone must
have their your photo identifica-
tion..

Many restrictions have been

lifted in the past few years:

« If you have been cancer free
for atleast 5yearsyoumay beeli-
gible again.

* Many of the medicationsyou
aretaking do not disqualify you.

 Diabetesis acceptable if you
haveit under control.

Many have thought they
couldn’ t donate but they might be
surprised! Everyone is urged to
cometotheBlood Driveon Friday
and become a blood donor.

For an appointment call 1-800-
448-3543. Walk-indonorsareal -
wayswelcome.

Road toNebraska
closngonApril 19

Bird City residents and others
traveling to and from Benkelman
will need to find a different road
after April 19 when the K-161is
closed for the construction of a
bridge. It will remain closed for
six months or until late October.

The Kansas Department of
Transportation will close K-161
at the U.S.36/K-161 junction
north of Bird City to U.S. 34 in
Nebraska, just south of
Benkelman. The contractors,
L&M Contractors, Great Bend,
can begin the dirt work and re-
moval of the Big Timber Creek
Bridge. Theprojectisexpectedto
cost $798,036.

The bridge, which will be re-
placed is located 9.5 miles north
of U.S. 36 and is located at the
bottom of aseriesof curvesonthe
south and atall hill and curve to

the north.

An officia detour has been des-
ignated which will direct travelers
west onU.S. 36toK-27, thennorth
toU.S.34,andeast on U.S. 34.

Dave Flemming, county road
and bridge supervisor, reported
that the county crew has been
graveling 25 milesof roadsinthat
area for the last two yearsin
preparation for the detour but
noted that these roads are for |o-
cal travel only.

The detour will bealong drive
out of the way for those people
planning to use the highway.

For moreinformationontheK-
161 detour, contact Tom Hein,
Kansas Department of Transpor-
tation publicinvolvement liaison
at 785/877-5652 ext. 205 or by
email at tom.hein@ksdot.org>-
tom.hein@ksdot.org.

March pleasant but dry

Spring ishereand thetempera-
tures for the month of March in-
dicate that nice weather ison the
way.

Troy Burr, Bird City’ sweather
observer, reported that the high
temperature for the month was
87.6 degrees on March 19 To
show what a range of tempera-
tures the month had, the low was
20 degreeson March 19.

Itwasadry month. Weather ob-
server Burr said the moisturefor
the month was only .23 inches
withsnow fall for themonth at .05
inches. Thetotal snow fall for the
year is15.5inches.

The highest wind gust for the
month was 42.7 miles per hours
onMarch 1. Thelowest wind chill
wasrecorded at -3.1 degrees, al so
on thefirst of the month.

toahome. Themai ntenancedepart-
ment will take the next meter read-
ingonApril 18with hopesthat their
efforts have helped to slow water
loss.

Cheyenne County Deputy Sher-
iff, Jeff Moser, gave his monthly
report to the council and requested
that aparking spot bedesignatedfor
sheriff department parking at city
hall. During funerals and some

church servicesvehicleshavebeen
taking all of the parking areain
front of the building. Deputy
Moser voiced concerns about
transferring prisoners from a pa-
trol car tothecity hall.

The council agreed to have a
parking spot identified for sheriff
department parking only.

Officer Moser told the council
that he had had “a busy month”

with the shut down of a meth lab
along with other activities. The
deputy sheriff will be in
Hutchinson from early May until
August 17 for officer training.
During hisabsencethe Cheyenne
County Sheriff and Undersheriff
will providelaw enforcement for
Bird City.
In Other Business
I'n other business:

 The city will be focusing on
street repairs. Moisture woulc
help the work but they will soon
move forward with patch and fill
work and are planning on placing
aspeed bump on Park Street near
Cave in response to a resident’ s
complaint concerning speeding
vehicles.

e Themayor, DaveHickert, will

SeeCITY on Page5

Churches
observe
SLason

By Casey McCormick

The Easter season was cel-
ebratedinBirdCity asall churches
observed Palm Sunday. Somepar-
ticipatedinatraditiona “ palmpro-
cession” aspart of their services.

Thefivechurcheswill cometo-
gether for an Easter Sunday sun-
rise service to be held at the
Thresher Show Grounds on the
east sideof town. Peopleinterested
inattending should plan on meet-
ing in front of the old church
around 6:30am.

Following the sunrise service
the St. John Lutheran church will
host a breakfast for the general
public.

Each church will conduct Eas-
ter services at their respectivelo-
cations. Afterwardsmany families
planon Easter Egghuntsand Sun-
day dinners.

PASTOR RON ROBERTSAND ETHAN YOUNG lead members of St. John Lutheran Church asthey carry palmsin
celebration, oneweek before Easter.

WALKERJANICK E,JACOB

on Palm Sunday.

BRUBAK ER AND GRANT SHRADER ar eamongthechil-
drenwhoparticipated in thepalm processional at thel mmanuel United M ethodist Chur ch
Times staff photos by Casey McCormick
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Commissionerswill leavebillingasis

By Karen Krien

All three commissioners agreed
tolet theambulancebookkeeper do
the ambulance billing as she has
beendoingandnotturnitovertothe
hospital. Thedecisionwasmadeat
the March 30 meeting of the Chey-
enne County Commissioners.

The ambulance billing has been
on the commissioners’ agendafor
several monthsafter Medicare had
refused to pay for someambulance
runs. Janelle Bowers, ambulance
bookkeeper, had said that she had
put the emergency medical techni-
cians' reasons down on the report
but therehad been morereasonsfor
theruns. During thistime, the hos-
pital administrator said the
hospital’ shillingdepartmentwould
do the billing for $6 per run which
the commissioners felt was area-
sonable price. However, before
turning over the billing to the hos-
pital, the commissioners felt they
needed toknow moreabout howthe
ambulance billing work and what
were the duties of the ambulance
bookkeeper.

Commissioners Ron Krien and
Tim Railehadtalkedto Mrs. Bow-
ers earlier but commissioner Jane
Brubaker had been unable to until
just before the March 30 meeting.
She said she had spent four hours

By Karen Krien

Sheriff Eddie Dankenbring
asked the commissionersto ap-
proveacell phoneplan. Theplan
is “Touch-To-Talk phones
whichoperatemuchlikewalkie-
talkies and they would also
change the plan to a National
Freedom plan. If they purchased
threephonesona2-year plan, the
phones would cost $99 for the
first two and the third phone
would cost $49. Theplanwould
also include more minutes and
wouldstill costlessthantheplan
the sheriff’ sofficeison now.

Commissioner Raile ques-
tioned if thistype of phone was
actually needed as they had
hand-held radios. The sheriff
saidthat thephoneisawayswith
him where the radios are not.

Department getsnew phones

Also, they are less bulky to carry
and use. He said the city policeis
also looking into purchasing the
phones and they would all be able
tocommunicate. Thecommission-
ersapproved the purchase.

The board cautioned Sheriff
Dankenbring to watch his budget
closely. They were specifically
concerned about theovertimeputin
by theundersheriff, dispatcher and
the deputy sheriff. Sheriff
Dankenbring saidtheovertimewas
earned because of a series of cir-
cumstances and would not happen
very often.

Courthousemaintenance

Carl Williams, maintenance
man, said the bid from Pete Jensen
for cement work on the proposed
parking areaon the northwest side
of the courthouse was no longer

valid and it was suggested that
new bidsbelet. Mr. Jensen had
suggestedthat Mr. Williamstalk
to either Ron Krien and Troy
Porter. Mr. Krien, whoisaso a
commissioner, said he was not
interested in doing the project.

Mr. Williams asked about
timer for the new sprinkler sys-
tem on the east and south of the
building. He had a bid from
LampeHardwarefor $1,125but
questionedif thetimer shouldbe
placed on the outside or the in-
side of the building. The com-
mi ssioners suggested that the
timer be placed inside.

Mr. Williamsalso said theair
conditioners needed to be
cleaned and some maintenance
done. Thecommissionerssaidto

See COUNTY on Page5

with Mrs. Bowers and had then
found out exactly what thehospital
would be doing for $6. It was her
consensusthat thebilling beleftin
the hands of the ambulance book-
keeper —that shewasdoing her job

well andwascontinuingtoimprove
oncollectionsfromMedicare/M ed-
icaid, insurance and individuals.

The other two commissioners
also agreedtoleavethebilling asit
was.

Theambulance contractual obli-
gations (money not collected) for
themonth of Marchwere$1,168. It
was noted that the bookkeeper had
sent billsfor $5,057 and $3,888 had
been brought in.
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Few Sear shomes
dill gandinarea

Attheendof WorldWear |, skilled
labor and lumber were needed to
build homes, not only for the sol-
dierscomingback fromthewar but
there was also a steady stream of
immigrants coming through Ellis
Island. In 1918 analysts estimated
that onetotwo millionhomeswere
neededimmediately andthehomes
needed to be modestly priced.

Atthat timeSears& Roebuck had
aready beenworkingwiththewave
of foreignersby advertising“ Write
your order in any language” asthe
company hadtranglatorstoread and
write in all languages. It was no
wonder that they started puttingthe
“ModernHomes” intheir catal ogs.
Not only could people order any-
thing from clothing to household
goods, but they could also order
their own house.

Pre-cut lumber in the house kits
madeskilled carpentry unnecessary
and solved the problem of lumber
shortages. They offered 90 differ-
ent house designs, aswell as plans
for chicken houses, outhouses and
garages. The kits were shipped by
rail car and atypical housecouldfit
into two boxcars. It would take
about six weeksto assembly all of
thelumber together. Every pieceof
framing lumber for a Sears house

wasnumbered at thefactory for as-
sembly at the construction site.

Searshad already began offering
mortgageloansin1911. All theper-
son needed was to pick out their
home and apply for the loan. The
easy payment plan was a plus but
even better wasthefact that the ap-
plication only had the person an-
swer afew questions. There was
only onefinancial questionandthat
was"“What isyour vocation?”’

Archie Palmer one of Cheyenne
County’ sresidents, ordered aSears
home in 1927. It was shipped to
Haigler on the train and it cost
around $1,800. Mr. Palmer and his
family assembled the house and
lived at Haigler until about 1937.
Then they decided they wanted to
live out in the country so they
moved their homewith them.

Themoving processwasdoneby
ateam of horses and trailer. After
they arrived at thesitethey greased
the planks with oil and slid the
house, inch by inch, onto thefoun-
dation.

TheCheyenneCounty Trail Ride
thatisheld every second Sunday in
October will beriding by thisold
house. It should be arare treat for
peopletoview.
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A SEARSHOUSE bU|It by Ar

chiePalmer and famlly nears

ruin outsideof Haigler, Nebraska.

Times staff photo by Margaret Bucholtz
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signtwo proclamations. Thefirst
is the recognize April as Fair
Housing Month in Bird City and
the other isto make May 1, City
Wide Clean Up Day. Thiscomes
from arequest by PRIDE and the
city will also provide the city
dump truck for loading and if the
city tractor is needed, it will be
availablewith acity employeeto
operateit.

e ChrisDoyle sproposal to lay
aconcreteslabfor thecity wasac-
cepted at $2,650. Originally Ken
Krien made a bid but no longer
cared to take the project. The 20-
by 25-foot pad will be located at
First and Ketchum and is needed
for thecity tostorechip seal which
cannot comeinto contact with dirt
to be useful.

 Thecouncil adopted anew or-
dinanceconcerning housetrailers
being parked in town. In order to
accommodateharvestersandvisi-
tors, a30-day graceperiodwill be
allowed and asecond 30-day per-
mit will be required for $5. This
will be broken into six - five-day
increments that can be used dur-
ing a12-month period.

* Thecity islooking at two bids
for the replacement of the front
door of thecity hall. They arecon-
sidering designsand cost fromthe

proposals given by Colby Glass
and McCook Glass and Mirror.
The existing frame around the
door isbeyond repair and must be
replaced.

* FCSServicescontract withthe
city wasrenewed. Last year FCS
provided lawn and maintenance
for the city park and other city
property with grass.

« A building permit wasgranted
for Frontier Equity for a40x8x8-
foot semi-box, temporary struc-
ture. The building is needed to
storeusedtiressothey will not be
outdoors and a breeding area for
mosquitoes.

e Three prospective members
for the Bird City Library Board
wereapproved. Thenew members
will be Marcia Hickert, Helen
Frisbieand Bud Frisbie.

* A resident complained by the
telephonetothecity about having
difficulties disposing of grass
clippings. The Cheyenne County
Landfill has been ordered by the
stateto not accept grassclippings
and the local garbage service
won't take them either. The mat-
ter was discussed but no decision
were made.

“Peoplewill do asthey seefit,”
said Mayor Hickert, “aslong asit
iswithinthelaw.”

County

Continued from Page 1
get abid and if the bid was reason-
able, havethework donebeforethe
equi pment isneeded.

Grantsand pagers

St. Francis Fire Chief George
Harper had broughtinaDeclaration
of Participationfor theFirefighters
Relief Fund which was signed by
Commissioner Raile. He also
brought the commissionersinfor-
mation on grants they were pursu-
ing.

Thefirechief had beentoaprior
meeting to discuss the purchase of
new pagersfor thedepartment. The
old pagers are 14 years old and
many of them were in need of re-
pair. The costs of the radios were
$7,671 from Prairie States, an Im-
perial, Neb., company; and $8,514
from the KN Colby. Chief Harper
sald Prairie States gave better ser-
vice when repairs needed to be
madebut thecommissionersdidn’t
think there would be that much
needed serviceandwonderedif the
serviceoff balancedthe$800extra?
They alsowonderedif theBird City
firemen needed new pagers but
Chief Harper said they used radios
instead of pagers so didn’t think
they needed any.

After considerable discussion,
the commissioners told the fire
chief to choosethecompany hefelt
the most comfortable with. The
money to pay for the pagerswill be
taken out of the 911 Fund.

Inother business
0 other business:

e The board appointed Dave
Y ost, Ron Louden and Ken Krien,
all Airport Authority Board mem-
bers, toserveonthe Consultant Se-
lection Committeefor theairport’s
Master Plan.

e The Working Women’s ad
which will feature women in the
courthouse was approved.

» Thecommissionersasked about
the inventory, including the com-
puter programs, in the judge’s
room. The county clerk said the
judge had found abox of software.

e Dave Flemming, road and
bridge supervisor, talked about the
closing of K161 for bridge repair
(seerelated article). Healso talked
about the work the crew is doing.
Commissioner Raile asked that
somesort of standard bewrittenand
approved for the width of country
roads, especially themaintraveled
roads.

* The commissioners and Dick
Burschdiscussed theremodeling of
the4-H building at thefairgrounds.
Cheyenne County Wildlife would
liketo furnishthesuppliesbut aso
want to be able to sell and serve
more than 3.2 percent alcoholic
beverages at their annual banquet.
Thecommissionerstabled themat-
ter until thenext meeting or until the
Wildlife members approach them.

Next meeting

Thenext meeting of thecommis-
sioners has been set for 8 am. on
April 15 in the commissioners’
roominthe courthouse.

By Carol Redding
Cheyenne County
Development Corporation
Residents of Cheyenne County
havealwaysbeeninventivefolks.
Haveyou watched afarmer try to
get the gizmo and the do-hickey to
work together better? That piece of
equipment usually works just fine
when all the tinkering is done; the

Outdoors
With Chuck

By Chuck Kribs

Catfish! I lovecatchingcatfish! I'l]
fishforanythinganddo, but| dolove
fishing cats.

Each year, we go to our placein
Baja, Mexico, and spendtimeonthe
water for sailfish, marlin, doradoand
tuna, and | really doenjoy that. BUT
downdeep (pun) | amadedicated cat
fisherman.

Some years ago, on my way to
Alaska, | heard of ariverinNorthern
Sascatchewan, called the
“Bloodvein” whichwassupposedto
befull of BIG channel cats. | took a
600-miledetourtogetthereanditwas
worthit. A bigchannel onalmost ev-
ery cast out of acold rushingriver. It
doesn’'t get much better than that!!

Business
Directory

To list your business,
call 785-332-3162.

Dr. D.F. Schnee
Optometrist
601 E. Hwy 24
Goodland, KS 67735

785-899-6187
or toll free 1-800-864-4612

Hours by appointment

Leach AGENCY

Gary Leach, AGENT
Mila Bandel, P&CAgent

Are you covered?
AUTO, HOME, LIFE,
MEDICAL, CROP

209 W. Washington
St. Francis, KS 67756
785-332-2898 « FAX 785-332-3155

Business Cards...

*One color *Full color
*Two colors *Two sided
*Logos *Pictures
*The options are endless in
making business cards for
your business.

The new card will run
inthe business card
directory FREE for
two weeks!

Bird City Times
S. Casey McCormick, Editor
bctimes@nwkansas.com

Phone/Fax 785 734-2659
PO Box 220
Bird City, KS 67731
785-332-3162
785-332-3001 (fax)
sfherald@nwkansas.com

original design was probably im-
proved.

Didyou know that in 1905, aper-
son in Bird City invented and pat-
entedthefieldtiledesignand system
todrain fieldsin wet climates? No
doubt there were other good inven-
tionsthat were never even patented,
too.

Cheyenne County currently has
severd other companiesmanufactur-
ing useful products. Y our ideacould
bethe next successful businessven-
tureinthecounty. Y ouaso havethe
opportunity tomakehistory withyour
ideasand products.

Cheyenne County hasso much to
offer. Think aboutwhat couldbedone
tobringjobsandfamiliestoour area.
TheCheyenneCounty Development
Corporation is aways eager to hear
your ideas, and will helpwherever it
can. Contact the coordinator, Susan
Hobrock, at the office in the lower
level of the courthouse, or call her at
(785) 332-3508, or (888) 735-2444.

M ailbox News

Ever wonder whether a postage
stamp is worth 37 cents? If so,
consider what might happenif pri-
vate, for-profit companieswereto
take over mail delivery.

Tomaximizeprofit, they might
chargeaslittleas37 centsonly for
delivery toheavily popul ated area
wheremail volumeishigh. Rural
customers and inner-city resi-
dents across America might be
forcedto pay higher prices. Postal
Service competitors already take
this approach by applying sur-
charges to packages destined to
residential andrural areas, where
they incur increased costs.

Consider, too, that for 37 cents
you get much more than just the
delivery of oneletter. Read what
the Postal Service delivers, from
AtoZ:

Advisory council that involve
customers who provide valuable
feedback to improve postal ser-
vicesinyour community.

Business centersthat offer free
consultations and advice to busi-
nesses.

Carrier Alert Program that fea-
turesour letter carrierskeeping a
watchful eye on senior citizens.

Delivery to 138 million homes,
businessesand Post Office Boxes,
six daysaweek.

Easy Stamp servicesthat all ow
you to purchase stamps via the
web, by phone, automatic teller
machines or fax.

Forwarding of letters and
magazines (for alimited period)
if youmove.

Goingtomilitary addresses-the
domestic 37 cent rate applies.

Holiday packaging tips and
suggestions to ensure that gifts
arrive picture perfect.

I nspection Servicethat protects
you privacy and stamps out mail
fraud.

Justice: apostmark applied by

theUnited StatesPostal Servicetc
provide documentation that ale-
gal brief wasmailed by the dead-
line. Without such proof, parties
may be required to hand-deliver
documentsto acourt clerk.

K eeping America connectec
through numerous community
letter-writing campaigns.

L etters picked up from your
mailbox free of charge.

M ore than 38,000 locations
whereyou can mail.

National Association of Letter
Carriersthat collectsmorethan 7C
million pounds of food annually
for local food banks.

One-stop shopping at Postal
Stores.

Priceof astamp that beatsmost
industrialized nations; in Ger-
many or Japan, for example, First-
Class postage will cost you the
equivalent of 50 to 60 cents.

Quality-93 percent of Ameri-
cans approve of United States
Postal Service services.

Rural carriers who provide ¢
full range of services to custom-
ers.

Stamp collecting, a distin-
guished hobby practiced nation-
wide.

Tradition-more than 225 years
of continuous service.

Universal service-First-Classat
one price, no matter where you
live.

Volunteerism-postal employ-
eesacross Americaare volunteer
firefighters, EMTs and tutors
serving their communities.

W eb siteaccessto productsand
services at www.usps.com.

Xenia, Ohio-yeah, the Postal
Servicedeliverstheretoo!

Y our letter, one of more than
200 billion pieces processed an-
nually.

Zero percent dependenceontax
dollarsfor operations.

Falledcropreportshave
new rulestofollow

“New rulesmakeitimportant to
report failed crop acreage to the
Farm Service Agency office,”
said AngieBerens, director of the
local Farm Service Agency office.

“Thisis especially relevant to
our county with all the failed
wheat activity. If youaregoingto
destroy your wheat, you must re-
port it as failed acreage with our
office prior to destruction,” she
said.

“In addition, if you are pre-
vented from planting any crop,
you must notify the Farm Service
Agency office within 15 days af-
ter thefinal reporting date. Inboth
instances, youwill beaskedtofill
out aNotice of Lossform.”

For additional information,
producers should contact the
Farm Service Agency at (785)
332-2183.

| Am A

lamp.

nation.

Country
Newspaper

| am a country newspaper.
| am the friend of the family, the bringer of tidings

from other friends; | speak to the home in the evening
of summer’s vine-clad porch or the glow of the winter’s

| am the lives of my readers.
| am the country newspaper.

Che Saint Francis Hevald

| help to make this evening hour; | record the great
and the small, the varied acts of the days and weeks
that go to make up life.

| am for and of the home;
humble beginnings; whether they go to greatness or
to the gutter, | take to them the thrill of old days, with
wholesome messages.
| speak the language of the common man; my words
are fitted to his understanding. My congregation i
larger than that of any church in my town; my readers
are more than those in the school. Young and old alike
find in me stimulation, solace, comfort. | am the chroni-
cler of man’s existence.
| am the word of the week, the history of the year, the
record of my community in the archives of state and

| follow those who leave



