3BIRDCITY TIMES

Thursday, April 1, 2004

Resident celebrates 100th
birthday thisApril 7th

By Margaret Bucholtz

Mildred Rogersiscel ebrating her
100th birthday on April 7.

When asked what she thought
was the biggest changesin the last
100 years her answer was “I
wouldn’t even know where to be-
gin. Therehave been so many.”

Mildred Hatten wasborn around
Tyler, lowa,in1904. Shemovedto
Lincoln, Neb., where she met and
married Aaron Angel onMarch 19,
1923. Whilein Lincoln she was a
hair dresser and Mr. Angel ran a
barbershop.

In 1926, Mr. Angel decided to
move back to St. Francis and help
hisbrother and father ontheir farm
inhissparetime. He opened abar-
ber shopandMrs. Angel continued
to fix hair. There were no beauty
shopsin most townsin the area so
Mr. Angel would drive her to other
towns including Bird City and
Benkelman where appointments
would be set up and she generally
gave permanents. She was a hair-
dresser for about fiveyearsandthen
decided to open arestaurant.

She brought a restaurant busi-
ness from Ma Quigley in down-
town St. Francis. The building
has since been torn down and the
John Kite Law Office now sitsin
itsplace.

“A cupof coffeewasanickel and
ahamburger was 10 cents. | doubt
that you could find that pricenow,”
shesaid.

Theater
acquires
platter

By Karen Krien

Those who have recently at-
tended movies at the Cheyenne
Theater may have beentherewhen
thefilmsnapped andtherewasal5
to20minutewaitwhilethefilmwas
re-threaded.

Robert Grace, one of the mem-
bersof the Cheyenne Theater Com-
mittee, reportedthat thefilmbreak-
agewashappening moreand more.

“1t had become areliability is-
sue,” hesaid.

Now all of that has changed!

Five members of the Theater
Committee, Brent Rueb, TimBurr,
DebHarper, Kelly Frewenand Bob
Bixler, recently traveled to
Tankersley Enterprises, Denver, to
possibly take delivery of new
“used” seatsforthethester. Thethe-
ater previously made a $3,000 de-
posit to Bob Tankersley on these
seats.

However, when the committee
decided that it was moreimportant
tohaveareliablemovieexperience
than newer used seats, and instead
purchased a Christie Model 3 plat-
ter, a large piece of equipment
which moves the film to and from
the projector. Phone consultations
withtrusted techniciansconfirmed
that the ChristieModel 3wasare-
liable platter and that the commit-
teewas getting agood buy.

Thenextweek, Mr. Tankersley’s
venerable installation technician,
Jimmy Seay, came to St. Francis
and installed the new platter. Bob
Bixler, the Theater Committee
president, went towork and quickly
found abuyer for theold platter.

“We are looking forward to
watching the entire movie without
aninterruption,” Mr. Gracesaid.

In the meantime, the committee
will continuetolook for seatsfor the

Mrs. Angel loved the restaurant
business and especially enjoyed
working with her waitresses. M ost
of the waitresses were girls who
livedinthecountry andwereboard-
ingintownwhilethey wenttohigh
school.

“Thegirlsand | hadfun working
together,” shesaid.

In fact, Mrs. Rogers said if she
could get around better she would
still beworkinginarestaurant. The
Angels ran the cafe for about 35
years.

Mrs. Rogers said she remem-
bered how it wasin the Dust Bowl!
days.

“We would have to wipe the
countersoff again and again. Then
beforeyou could get thefood out to
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the customer the dust would have
siftedinandyouwouldhavetowipe
the counter off before you set the
platedown,” shesaid.

“Thentheflood cameandwhat a
horrible site that was to see every-
thing from buildings to horses and
cattlerushing downtheriver.”

After Mr. Angel died, Mildred
married Glen Rogersin 1973.

“1 have had a good, normal life
and | am so glad to have lived this
long,” Mrs. Angel said.

Sheislooking forward to her
100th birthday party andbeingwith
her son Del and family including
her four grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren as all of them
plantobein St. Francisto help her
celebrate the century mark.
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WHENTRAVELINGTO DENVERtOpurChasedifferentthe-

ater seats, thetheater board decided on a platter which will
eliminatere-threadingthefilmduringshows. Bob Bixler dem-
onstrateshow theplatter works. Timesstaff photo by Karen Krien

theater. The theater was opened in
1950 andtheseatsarestill theorigi-
nals.

The committee will first decide
whether good quality used seats
will beinstalled or if new seatsare
the best option. The problem with
new seatsisthat thereisnot enough
money inthetheater account to pur-
chase them, so community dona-
tionswould be necessary.

There have been several other
improvements made at the theater
including new floorsin the bath-
room. Thecommitteehasal so con-

tracted for new foyer carpet and
they hope that it will be installed
beforethe showing of The Passion
of the Christ.

TheCheyenneTheater islocated
on Main Street, St. Francis. The
Passion of the Christ is scheduled
for two weekends, April 2 through
4andApril 9through 11. If thefirst
weekend of themoviehasapacked
attendance, theboard will consider
having oneor morematineesonthe
second weekend. If so, thematinee
will be advertised on the theater
marquee.

mother of thecalf belongstoK elly Gienger and Perry K eller.

Eight-legged calfbornThur sday

By Casey McCormick

St. Francis saw the unusual with
the birth of an eight-legged calf on
Thursday. Local veterinarian, Dr.
Judy Mallet-Baxter, performedthe
difficult pull but despiteher efforts
theanimal did not live.

“I’veseen alot of unusual births
butthisistheveryfirst eight-legged
calf I’ve ever seen,” Dr. Mallet-
Baxter said.

Fortunately the mother survived

theordeal.

“The mother’s good,” said Dr..
Mallet-Baxter, “ After thebirth, she
got up and walked away.”

The unique calf was part of the
herd owned by Kelly Gienger and
Perry Keller. Dr. Mallet-Baxter be-
lievesthat the animal should have
beentwins, however, “theembryos
did not completely divide.”

Dr. Mallet-Baxter has been a
small andlargeanimal veterinarian

EIGHT-LEGGED CALF born Thursday wasquitetheunusual happeningfor St. Francis. The

Timesstaff photo by Casey McCormick

inSt. Francisfor 13years. She sees
adisturbing declineinthenumbers
of calvesthat shehasdelivered dur-
ing the past few years.

“There are not as many calves,”
she said, “people have sold cattle
duetothedrought.”

Althoughshedidnot havescien-
tific datato support her statement,
shebelievesthat calf birthscould be
down by asmuch as40 percent this
year.

Obituary

Edith Iva(Dani€ls)
Atkinson

Dec. 3, 1911 - March 24, 2004

Edithlva(Daniels) Atkinsonwas
borntoOliver DouglasDanielsand
Hazel (Hunter) Danielsonafarmin
the northwest corner of Cheyenne
County, Kan.,onDec. 3,1911. She
diedin St. Francis at the Good Sa-
maritanVillageon March 24, 2004.

She often rode her horseto attend
country schoolsnear her farm home
andthenboardedin St. Francissoshe
couldattend St. FrancisHigh School.

After graduating from high
school she attended Kansas State
Collegein Manhattan for oneyear.
TheDepression prevented her from
continuing at Kansas State so she
got ateacher’ scertificateand began
alifelong careerinelementary edu-
cation. Shetaughtinnumerousone-
room schoolhouses in Cheyenne
County, teaching inthe last onein
the county. Shethentaughtin Bird
City Grade School until retirement.

She taught for 37 years, pausing
only for afew yearswhen her chil-
drenweresmall.

Whileteaching one-roomschools,
shewasnot only theteacher, but the
janitor and secretary aswell. Lacking
any printing or duplicating equip-
ment, she would be up lateinto the
night makinglong-handcopiesof the
lessons and examsfor al the differ-
ent grades.

All her life she worked to get her
educationdegree, drivingal overthe
areato attend extension courses at
night, and attending summer school
in South Dakota and Colorado. Fi-
nally, in 1969, she proudly received
her bachel or’ sdegreefromColorado
State Collegein Greeley.

She married Paul Kenneth
Atkinson on Jan. 1, 1941, and they
settled on afarm northwest of Bird
City.

They had three children: Kenneth
DanielsAtkinson,whodiedasanin-
fant, Rexanna Jean Y ust, now of

M ailbox News

Doyouknowwhat AbrahamLin-
coln, Harry Truman, hotel magnate
Conrad Hilton, novelist William
Faulkner, Bostontavernowner Ri-
chard Fairbanks and a12-year-old
girl in Sitka, Alaska, havein com-
mon? Give up? They all were
United States postmasters.

If you go higher than local post-
master and include Postmaster
General and Deputy Postmaster
General, you can add Benjamin
Franklin and Philadel phia depart-
ment store founder John
Wanamaker.

Althoughnot asfamousassome,
Richard Fairbankswas postmaster
in 1639 in the Massachusetts Bay
Colony. He was paid a penny for
each letter hehandled. Andthe 12-
year-old Sitka postmaster was the
youngest person ever to hold that
office, she had thetitle; her father,
aformer postmaster, did thework.

Somepostmasterswentontobig-
ger things. Lincoln and Truman
became United States Presidents
and Faulkner won a Nobel Prize.
Franklinwasthefirst postmaster of
Philadelphiain 1727 at age 31. On
July 26, 1775, he was appointed
Postmaster General. Franklin was
alsotheDeputy Postmaster General
of theColonies. Hewasfired by the
British because, among other
things, hechanged hisfreemailing
privilege signature, or “frank”,
from*“FreeB. Franklin” to" B. Free
Franklin.”

POLICE ACADEMY

Northeastern Junior College
Sterling, Colorado
The next academy begins

Monday, May 17, 2004

This 15 week program allows students
to become POST certified.

5:30-7:30 p.m.

Soup and Salad Supper
Saturday, April 3

Bird City American Legion Hall
Free-Will Offering
Bingo to Follow!

CHEYLIN RECREATION
is needing

COACHES

for C-Team Boys Ball, ABC-Team Girls Ball, T-Ball, Swim
Team, Ball Field Manager & Swimming Pool Managetr.
Please send applications to: Cheylin Recreation, c/o Greg

Moyer, PO Box 96, McDonald, KS 67745-0096.
Deadline April 15, 2004

30th CLASS REUNION = 1974 - 2004
from BIRD CITY HIGH SCHOOL!
You Know Who You Are! Where Are You?
What Are You Doing?

It’s not about what you’ve done or where you’ve come from. It’s
all about where your heart is!
Have you meant something to someone? A word of hope,
something bright to think about, a chuckle to share?

It would be great to see you at Alumni this year! Even if you can't,
or won't attend, it would be nice to hear from you! Contact: Janet
Young Elliott; 9457 S. Univ. Blvd.; P.M.B. 225; Highlands Ranch,
| CO 80126-4976. Phone - 303-594-5937

*Quality Memorials

The LasTing TribuTe ...
< MEMORIALS

Membrial Day is fast approaching ...
Put your order in now

eStandard & Unique Designs

WesTtern Kansas MonumenT

Lance Long
785-332-3019 ~ St. Francis, KS

There’s excellent employment opportunity in
many areas for students who successfully
complete POST training.

= Affordable, on campus housing
available

= Special tuition rate available for
out-of-state students

= Only 20 spots available per
academy —Enroll now!

= Deposit required

= Financial aid for those who
qualify

For more information, contact Ron

Ballas, Academy Director at

(970) 521-6653 or go to the college

website for details:

www.njc.edu

Hurry. All required enrollment paperwork
must be submitted before April 17th.
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NORTHEASTERN
JUNIOR COLLEGE

Colorado’s Premier Two-Year College

Olathe, and Dr. Donald Paul
Atkinson of Sewickley, Pa.

Inadditiontoher parentsandinfant
son, shewasprecededindeath by her
husband, Paul, in 1983; her brother
Lawrence Daniel sand sister Phoebe
Albright.

Sheissurvived by abrother, Rex
Daniels of Haigler, Neb.; asister
Ardith Michaels of Gredley; daugh-
ter Rexanna Y ust of Olathe; son
Donald and his wife Joann of
Sewickley; grandchildren Connie
Altisand husband Kevin of Olathe,
Mark Atkinsonof AnnArbor, Mich,,
and Kristin Atkinson of Sewickley;
as well as great-granddaughters
MikaglaandMadisonAltisof Olathe.

She loved Kansas, teaching, her
pupilsand her church.

Funeral serviceswere held Satur-
day, March 27, at the Immanuel
United Methodist Church, Bird City
withReverend Doug M asonofficiat-
ing.

Casket bearers were Dave
Flemming, Bradley Waters, JonWa
ters, Gary Leach, Ernie Ketzner,
LonnieWillis.

Interment was in the Bird City
Cemetery, Bird City.

Arrangementsby Knodel Funeral
Home, St. Francis.

Business
Directory

To list your business,
call 785-332-3162.

Dr. D.F. Schnee
Optometrist
601 E. Hwy 24
Goodland, KS 67735

785-899-6187
or toll free 1-800-864-4612

Hours by appointment

Leach AGENCY

Gary Leach, AGENT
Mila Bandel, P&C Agent
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Are you covered?
AUTO, HOME, LIFE,
MEDICAL, CROP

209 W. Washington
St. Francis, KS 67756
785-332-2898 « FAX 785-332-3155

Business Cards...

*One color *Full color
*Two colors *Two sided
*Logos *Pictures
*The options are endless in
making business cards for
your business.

The new card will run
in the business card
directory FREE for
two weeks!

Bird City Times
S. Casey McCormick, Editor
bctimes@nwkansas.com

PO Box 220
Bird City, KS 67731
785-332-3162
785-332-3001 (fax)
sfherald@nwkansas.com




