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Sudentsscoreaboveaver ageontess

By Casey McCormick

The Cheylin School Board held
their scheduled meeting to discuss
student test scores, the condition of
the McDonald gym and other busi-
ness.

School counselor, Anita Burton,
was present with figures from three
tests. They werelast spring’ sKansas
State Assessment Test, TerraNova
and American College Test (ACT).

In the majority of the scores
Cheylin students not only scored

above the national average but also
thestatelevel. Inthestateassessment
exams three honors were given:
fourth grade for excellence in math
and the 10th grade for excellencein
mathandscience. They arethisyear’s
fifth and 11th graders. All of the
Cheylinstudentswhowerenamedto
the Kansas State Assessment Stan-
dardof Excellencewill berecognized
at anawardsluncheononMarch 17.

Terra Nova scores tracked first
through 12th grade. These scores

showed every gradewascompleting
objectives in each subject and the
majority were above nationd aver-
ages.

The ACT results were for sopho-
morethroughseniorswhohavetaken
the college preparatory exam. Once
more the scores showed the high
school studentswere above average
at both the stateand national levels.

Board member Wade Carmichael
recently toured the McDonald gym
andvoiced concernabout theinterior

appearance.
“People coming from other

schools see that building and that is
what they see Cheylin as,” said Mr.
Carmichael.

Some of the problems can be
helped with anew paint job and the
school will contact areapaint contrac-
torsfor bids. Moretimewill be spent
researching what is needed for the
kitchen to operate for several func-
tionsduringtheyear. Changescould
bemadethereaswell.
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Klinefield questionsfrom Bird City residentsat the Bluebird Junction on Satur day.

L awmaker smeet with areavoters

By Casey McCormick

Bird City played host to severa
Kansaspolitical figureswho came
to town for an open meeting. State
Representative John Faber, Senator
Stan Clark and Kansas Attorney
General Phill Kline made the stop
during an areatour.

Many residentsassembledinthe
largeroomat the Bluebird Junction
restaurant as each speaker took a
few minutes to discuss the current
state of affairsin Topekaandfield
questionsfrom the audience.

Representative Faber spokefirst
andtouched oneducation, transpor-
tation, ahandgun conceal and carry
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Springisonitsway andthetem-
peraturesfor the month of Febru-
ary indicatethat niceweatherison
the way.

Troy Burr, Bird City’ sweather
observer, reported that the high
temperaturefor themonthwas73
degreeson Feb. 18. To show what
arange of temperaturesthemonth
had, the low was 0.0 degrees on
Feb. 13.

Weather observer Burr alsosaid
the moisture for the month was
1.11 incheswith snow fall for the
month at 8 inches. The maximum
snow fall for oneday was3inches
on Feb. 5.

Total moisture at this time for
2004 is 1.11 inches and total
snowfall for 2004 isat 11inches.

The highest wind gust for the
month was 36.7 miles per hours
on Feb. 11. The
lowest winc
chill was re-
corded at -
23.8 degrees
onthefifth of
the month.

licenser bill andthedefenseof mar-
riageact. Healsobrought uptheis-
sueof cattleidentificationand said
hethoughtitwould put too much of
aburden onthe small ranchers.

“Thefederal government (coul d)
mandateit, but say they won’t fund
it,” said Representative Faber, “
(the cost) would go to the producer
who can'’t passthe cost along.”

Senator Stan Clark presented
several pages of budget informa-
tion. At one point he said, “What
thesefiguresshow isthat (Kansans)
aredrinkinglessbeer, smokingless,
chewing more and drinking more
hard alcohol .”

Hespent much of histimestating
that a solution to high medical in-
surance costs could be health sav-
ings accounts. Thiswould givein-
dividuals a more direct involve-
ment intheir insurance planning.

“(It would) make the individual
alittle more responsible,” said
Senator Clark, “they would ask
themselves, “do| really need to go
to the doctor when | have this
cold?"’.

Attorney General Phill Kline
made his first visit to Cheyenne
County. Hefirst thanked thecrowd
for their overwhelming support in
hislast election.

Clark and anAttorn General Phill
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Two problems he sees with the
current stateof Kansasis"aculture
that doesn’t teach right from
wrong,” and that judges do not un-
derstand their roles any more. He
used the exampl e of the judges ac-
tionsover gay marriagesin Massa-
chusettsand Judge Bullock’ sdeci-
sionconcerning publiceducationin
Salina

Attorney General Kline also
stressed the need for tougher sen-
tencesfor violent criminal sand that
they shouldnot beallowedtheleave
the prison system early towalk the
streets.

In Other Business

In other business the board voted
tocommendateV anessaAntholzfor
her third placefinishintheCheyenne
County Spelling Bee.

Theboardextendedthecontract of
David Zumbahlen for the duties of
superintendent and principlefor an-
other year.

Theschool calendar for the 2004-
05 year was adopted.

Training rules were accepted for
golf, junior highboysand girlstrack

and high school boysand girlstrack.
Tammi Carmichael’ s resignation
ashead coachfor thehighschool vol-
leyball team was accepted.
Theschool will not sell thesurplus
garagedoor but will useitintheBirc
City busbarn.
TheRoughConstructionclasswill
be allowed to build an officein the
Bird City bus barn for their spring
project.
A surpluswhite board will be do-
nated to theMcDonald firemen.

Fair board
plansremodd

ByLezieHilt

A St. Francisresident wasagain
present at the March 4 Cheyenne
County Fair Board meeting to dis-
cuss the condition of one of the
buildingsat thefairgrounds.

Janice Krien along with Brent
Rueb, owner of Tri-State Lumber
and Tubing, discussed the fair-
groundbuildingandMrs. Krienfelt
liketherewereseveral peopleinter-
estedinvolunteeringtimeand|abor
tohelpcleanand paint thebuilding.
Mr. Rueb brought a bid of $4,000
for paint and other material sneeded
to cover and insulatethewalls.

Mr. Rueb had also talked to the
CheyenneCounty Wildlifeorgani-
zation and they were interested in
maybe hel ping fund the project as
they felttherewasastrong needfor
a community building, however,
thegroup alsowantedto makesure
that there was a plan asto how the
building would be operated and
takencareof. Mrs. Krienal somen-
tion that possibly different groups
wouldliketoget together and deco-
rate the bathroomsand kitchen.

The board felt that they and the
Wildlife Committee needed to get
together and discussaplan.

The are several itemsin the
kitchenthat belongtothe Extension
office and the board asked Tye
Faulkender, county director, if he
would ask Stephanie Shafer to see
what they wanted and disposeof the
rest of thethingsthat arenot needed
or any good.

Following the meeting, the
board, Mrs. Krien and Mr. Rueb
went down to tour the building.

Derby dates set

The Demolition Derby dates
havebeensetforthisyear. Theearly
derby will beheld at 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, June5. Other derbieswill be
held at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 7;
andtheclean-up derby hasbeen set
for 4 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 18.
Thegroup will get together and go
over the rules so the book can be
printed and advertising started.

Inother business

In other business:

« Director Faulkender, represent-
ing the Extension office, said there
weretrophieshighlightedonthelist
he handed to the board that would
be eliminated this year as some of
theagedivisionshad been merged.
Also, someof thesponsorsweren't
interested in sponsoring trophies
thisyear. Thed-H’ erswill helpwith
trash in the eating area at the fair.
Director Faulkender also said that
they were going to have a specia
meeting to recruit new members.
Thereare64 memberscomparedtc
last year’ s130.

* President Bursch announced
that the insurance went down tc
$1,634, about half of what it waslast
year.

e Thefair book should be ready
by thefirst of May and to the state
for printing by thefirst of June.

« Discussion on the open class
cow/calf class was held. Ernie
Ketzner will check with some
people and see what their feelings
are.

* President Bursch said the new
valvepipeand padlock had been put
on the water valve. Last month it
wasreported that someonehadturn
on the main water valve and broke
three of the toilets at the fair-
grounds. Mr. Burschhad askedif he
should called Lampe Hardware tc
comedown and check out thedam:-
age. After an executive session the
board decidedtowait until they had
achanceto check it out.

President Bursch told the mem:-
bersthat until they called someone
they would not know what the prob-
lems were. He said he needed to
know if hecould call LampeHard-
wareif there were problems at the
fairgrounds. Jared Douthit thought
that they should talk to Lampe’s
about signing acontract. However
Mr. Burschexplainedthat theboard
would not know how many times
they would need to call Lampefor
the year so that would be difficult
to do. The board moved that Mr.
Bursch call Lampe Hardware for
service and all agreed except for
Mr. Douthit.

Summer
eventis
planned

By Casey McCormick

Although summer daysarea
ways off the Tri-State Antique
Engineand Thresher Show As-
sociationisalready gearing up
for the 51st show.

The association met at the
Thresher show groundson Sat-
urday to discuss plans for the
eventwhichwill beheld July 29
through August 1.

President Ken Beougher pro-
ceeded over the meeting along
with Ned Smith, who shares
secretary duties with hiswife,
Deb.

Treasurer Stan Dorsch gave
the financial report for last
year’'s show. Over 18,000
people attended the 50th
Thresher Show. The high turn
out balanced with expenditures
sincemorewasspent onthean-
niversary show, such asmemo-
rial plates, operating costs and
rosesfor last year’ sand former
Thresher Show queens.

Mr. Dorsch told the associa-
tion that the new Thresher
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summer’s51st Annual Show which will beheld thissummer.

Show book isinits“final layout”
andthat thefinished copiesshould
beavailablethefirst part of June.
There are 2,000 copies coming
from the printer but the final cost

has not been decided.

The51st Thresher Show button
wasdisplayed. It looks similar to
last year’s membership button,
however, inmemory of Tom Saw-

yer, two tractors are shown with
Mr. Sawyer driving them. Oneis
aCaseandtheotherisaBull trac-
tor.

There will be a quilt drawing,

MEMBERS OF THE Tri-State Antique Engine and Thresher Show Association meet at the shop to make plansfor this
Timesstaff photo by Casey McCormick
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even though the Lutheran La-
dies will not be providing the
quilt asin year’'s past. Phyllis
Winfield will be donating a
quilt for thisyear’s show.




