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Commissoner sapprovejudicial letter

By Karen Krien

At the Friday Cheyenne County
Commissioners meeting, the
county attorney read aletter hehad
compiled in behalf of the commis-
sionersabout theClerk of TheDis-
trict Court’s computer. The letter
was approved.

Judgelist
sentto
governor

JohnG. Kite, oneof thefive-mem-
ber judicial screening panel charged
with interviewing the candidates
which applied for the position of
CheyenneCounty District Magistrate
Judge, reportedthat thethreefinalists
have been selected.

Thenames(listedinal phabetical
order) of JoleneDodd, Dal e Patton
and Robert VanAllen were sent to
Governor Kathleen Sebelius, along
withtheresumesand |l ettersof sup-
port, whowill then study theinfor-
mation before announcing the per-
son who will fill the position by
March 1.

Theinterviewswereheld from 1
to5p.m.onFeb. 9. Fallowingthein-
terviews, the panel went into execu-
tive sessionto makethedecision.

Theposition of Magistrate Judge,
previously filled by Tamara
Zimbelman, has been vacant since
Jan. 1. Gov. Sebeliushad announced
to have the position filled in two
months. The person selected by the
governor will servethepositionuntil
Nov. 2whentheelectionisheld. At
that time, the judge will again be up
for election along with anyone else
wanting to runfor theposition.

Those serving on the selection
panel wereLeeAmsberry, Bird City,
Jerry D. Fairbanks, Goodland, Mr.
Kite, JamesMilliken and Rueben F.
Schultz, al of St. Francis.

Before the first of the year, the
commissionerswereinformed that
they were mandated to purchase a
certaincomputer for theClerk of the
District Court’s office. The com-
missionershad not budgetedfor the
computer system which cost
$13,000. The county attorney had

donated the money to pay for most
of the computer with money from
theDiversion Fund. But, thenabill
for $3,800 from Infinitec, an
internet company whichtheclerk of
the court’ scomputer is connected,
had come across the commission-
ers' table. In the mandate paper-

work, itindicated that the Office of
Judicial Administrationwouldtake
careof themaintenanceand upkeep
of the mandated computer system.

Kevin Berens, county attorney,
had written aletter to the Office of
Judicial Administration stating that
thecommissionersdidn’tfeel itwas

their obligationto pay for themain-
tenance and upkeep and the com-
missionersapproved of thewording
in the letter. Attorney Berens also
informed the commissioners that
Judge Jack Burr, Chief Judge, was
not happy with the commissioners
action and would be sending the

commissionersaletter. Healsosaid
there could be a court suit which
would demand the commissioners
to pay the $3,800.

Attorney Berenshad lookedinto
the Harvest Energy Company
whichowed $42,000in back taxes.

See COUNTY on Page?2
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OFTHE H ILL! Tammi Carmichael’sFourth graderscould nof stéFld.bei nginsideanother moment so she sent them toasnow pilein front of the
Cheylin Elementary School. City wor ker shad left alargemound of snow which can’t help but attract thekids.

Photo courtesy of Tammi Carmichael

JeanneDunn.

About 130 people attended
the 54th annual Cheyenne
County Conservation District
meeting and awards dinner on
Monday inthe St. Francis high
school cafeteria. Key Banker,
Troy Hilt handed out awardsto
Dwen and Charilyn DeGood,
KansasBanker Award, and Jim
and Jeanne Dunn, Kansas
Banker Windbreak Award.

Thisyear’'s coloring contest
winnerswere:

Kindergarten: Kattie Jenik,
first place; Lane Hobrock, sec-
ond; Jarod Schafer, third; Gor-
don Richmeier and Carol Eve
Harris, honorable mention.

First grade: Mary Anne
Orten, first place; Jon Hoard,
second; Felix Perez, third;
Valerie Wurm and McKayla
Taylor, honorable mention.

JEREMIAH WHITE receivesfirst placefor hisconservation poster at the 54th Annual
CheyenneCounty Conservation District Award Dinner. PresentingarelL ynn Query and

Bigcrowdattendsawarddinner

Second grade: Shayla Hubbard,
first place; Shayna Johnson, sec-
ond; Mason Schiltz, third; Blaine
Burnsand EddieFrishie, honorable
mention.

Poster contest winners:

Third/fourth grade: Jeremiah
White, first place; Martin Hnizdil,
second; Isaac Schiltz, third; Kenan
Reeh, Jandy Dunn and Tyler
Michaelis, honorable mention.

Fifth/sixth grade: Teryn
Carmichael, first place; Aubrey
Rath, second; Aly Marin, third;
Naomi Reeh, Hudson
Louderbaugh, Mikaela Grace and
Cody Sherlock, honorablemention.

Followingthedinner provided by
First National Bank, Bankwestand
theConservation District, thebusi-
ness meeting was held. The many
programs which the Conservation
Districtassistsinwerelistedinclud-

Times staff photo by Karen Krien

ing the devel opment of the En-
vironmental Quality Incentive
Program, Water Resources
Cost-Share Program and the
Non-Point Source Pollution
Cost-Share Program as well as
new conservation, irrigation
development and Crop Rotation
Planting plans and revisions of
current plans.

TheDistrict, throughthe Wa-
ter Resources Cost-Share Pro-
gram, received $37,286 for
cost-sharing on conservation
practices. Fourteen contracts
wereapprovedfor assistanceon
rangeland management, ter-
races, diversions and grass
seedings.

The Tree Committee had a
good year despite the drought.
The District supervisor handed

See AWARDSoON page?2

Jury awards$1.3billion
tocattlemen in Pickett Case

TheOrganizationfor Competitive
Marketspraised Tuesday’ sjury ver-
dict that awarded nearly $1.3 billion
totheclassof cattlemensuing Tyson/
IBPfor using captivesuppliestoma-
nipul ate pricesdownward.

“Thisisagrest day! Justicehasfi-
nally been servedtocattlemen,” said
MikeCallicrate, &t. Francisfeedyard
owner andoneof theplaintiffs.“ This
isfirst step in restoring competitive
marketsand afair level of incometo
dl cattleproducersandtheir commu-
nities.”

“This is the greatest day for
cattlemen since the passage of the
Packers & StockyardsActin 1921
and the break up of the big five
packersoneyear earlier,” said Fred
Stokes, Organization president.
“Finally, America scattlemenwere
ableto present their case beforean
unbiasedjury todetermineonceand
for all whether captivesuppliesma-
nipulateprices. Thejury found that
Tyson did manipulate prices un-

fairly with captive supply cattle.”

“You just don't ordinarily beat
thesebigguys,” said Swede Calnon,
father-in-law of Mr. Cdllicrate. Mr.
Calnonhad spentthel astthreeweeks
atthetrial.

Thecasewasfiledin 1996 against
IBP. The named plaintiffsare Lee
Pickett, Alabama, MikeCallicrate,
Kansas, Chris Abbot, Nebraska,
Robert Rothwell, Nebraska,
Johnny Smith, South Dakota, and
Pat Goggins, Montana. They repre-
sent a class of approximately
30,000 cattlemen who sold to IBP
exclusively onthecashmarket from
1994 to 2002. IBP was purchased
by Tysonin 2002, andthusthecase
is now entitled Picket v. Tyson
FreshMeats, Inc.

“Theplaintiffsexpertsshowedthat
Tysondepressed priceshy anaverage
of 5.1 percent over the 8 year class
period,” said Michagl Stumo, Orga
nization for Competitive Markets
general counsel, who assisted

plaintiff’s counsel throughout the
trial.“ Thismeansthat Tysonreceiveo
oneout of every 20 cattlefreeduetc
their manipulationof inventoriesthat
allowed themto depressprices.”
“Tyson argued that they needed
tousecaptivecattieto procurequal -
ity cattle, keeptheir plantsfull, and
reduce transaction costs,” contin-
ued Mr. Stumo. “Tyson's experts,
including Professor Ted Schroeder
of Kansas State, said that beef qual -
ity would go down without captive
supply. Thejury found that those
alleged businessjustificationswere
contrived and not true.”
“Thisisanhistoricday that will be
remembered for generations as the
beginning of aturnaroundfor compe-
tition in the cattle industry,” Mr.
Stokessaid.
Thejudgeruledthatthe$2.3billion
will be split among 32,000 ranchers
andfarmers.
Theoppositionwill appeal.

Grandmother voicesconcern
over county law officer

By Karen Krien

A St. Francisgrandmother wasat
thecounty commissioners' meeting
on Friday to complain about the
undersheriff, but basically learned
that the board doesn’t have much
authority over the sheriff’ sdepart-
ment.

Commissioners told her that,
while they appreciated the “heads
up” inthesituation, the matter was
out of their hands— that sheshould
talk to the sheriff, as he hires and
fireshispeople.

Bonnie Jones said her 16-year-
old granddaughter had been
stopped west of St. FrancisonU.S.
36 after 11 p.m. on Jan. 30, and
Undersheriff Cliff Flock gave her
fivesubponeas. Mrs. Jonessaid she
wasconcerned about thetimeof the
stoponadesolatehighway, andthe

fact that he had the granddaughter
getinto hispatrol car to deliver the
sSumMMonS.

She said that the granddaughter
had been in school all day and had
been driving up and down Main
Street after school whereshecould
have been easily stopped to be
served. She said subponeas were
served on several boys during the
day, but Officer Flock had waited
until it wasdark to servethegirls.

Mrs. Jonessaid she had talked to
theKansasattorney genera’ soffice
toseeif thisway of serving subpoe-
naswaslegal. Shewastold that as
long as the officer had his lights
flashingandhewasinamarkedlaw
enforcement vehicle, it waslegal.

Sheriff EddieDankenbring, later
said that Officer Flock had deliv-
ered over 30 subponeas that week

andwouldbedeliveringthemagain
because court had been postponed.
Healsosaidthat officerscandeliver
subponeas 24 hoursaday, but they
try not todeliver themat school sor
businesses as a courtesy to the
people. However, sometimes, those
are the only places an officer can
catch them.

Undersheriff Flock | ater said that
hehad seenthegranddaughter drive
down Main Street twice while he
was in the sheriff’s office, on the
second floor of thecourthouse, anc
mentioned to the secretary that he
neededto serveher with somesum-
mons. However, she disappeared
shortly after that.

He said he delivered the
subponeas west of St. Francis on

U.S. 36 but had hislightsflashing
See OFFICER on page?2
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OLD MEETSNEW at the St. Franciswrestling Home Coming. Several Bird City resi-
dentshavetiestotheprogramincluding Tony Vandike(pictur ed abovetotheright),Jerry
Carmichael and KenKrien. Thel ndianwr estler sshakinghandswith thealumni areM att
Brown, Jordan Gienger and Dylan L oyd

Timesstaff photo by Casey McCormick
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He could never find where the
company had been incorporated
and there was not a current ad-
dress. Thepresent owner haskept
thetaxescurrent. Attorney Berens
saidtheback taxes could betaken
off the books after a20-year time
frame. No action was taken.

The commissioners also gave
Attorney Berens the authority to
collect the money owed by aper-
sonwho had takentheemergency

medical technician classes but
had not fulfilled their obligation.
Road and bridgereport

Dave Flemming, road and
bridge supervisor, and the com-
missioners discussed the equip-
ment in the department. It was
noted that some of the graders
haveover 10,000 hoursusageand
the commissioners felt that it
might be time to start replacing
them. No decisions were made at
thismeeting.

AWARDS

Continued from Page 1

out over 5,100 conifersand bare-
rootsfromfivedifferent nurseries
to provide the best and most eco-
nomical trees and shrubsfor cus-
tomers. Profits from the sale of
trees, weed barrier, drip irriga-
tion, deer repellent and flagshel ps
fund educational activitiesin the
county.

Some of the on-the-ground ac-
complishments of the District in-
cluded:

« 12,253 feet of dripirrigation.

« 8,015feet fabricweedbarrier,

« 3,897 feet fencing.

* 26,101 feet of livestock pipe-

lines.

* 9livestock tank.

* 6 livestock wells.

LynnQuery, Bird City, wasre-
electedtotheDistrict Board. Oth-
ers on the board are Spencer
Schlepp, Herman Anthol z, Roger
Orth and Randy Rueb. Jeanne
Dunn is the District manager.
Joan Gienger isthe District con-
servationist and Reuben Burr is
the conservation technician.

Theevening ended onafunnote
with many door prizes given
away. Prizeswereprovided by the
Conservation District and Farm
Credit of Northwest Kansas.

OFFICER

Continued from Page 1

and had called into the dispatcher
at 11:50 p.m. He said he makesit
apracticetofill out thepaperwork
infront of the peoplereceivingthe
subponeas and, since it was only
10 degrees that night, had asked
her to cometo hiscar whilehedid
the paperwork which, according
tothedispatcher’ sreport, took 12
minutes, anormal length of time
for astop.

Asfar as delivering the boys’
summonsin the daytime, Officer
Flock said onesummonshad been
delivered at the PizzaHut at sup-
per time, after dark.

Mrs. Jones said she had beento
the sheriff’ sofficeand the sheriff
was not there. Some parents
would not comeforward, shesaid,
because it could put their jobsin
jeopardy. She said she thought
that the sheriff would*“ blow it of f”
likethe county attorney did when
shewent to talk to him.

County Attorney KevinBerens
was at the commissioners’ meet-
ing and said that he had followed
uponMrs. Jones' visitwithacall

to the dispatcher to check the
record, then had visited with the
sheriff and undersheriff. He said
he told them that his summons
were not to be delivered at that
time of night.

The commissioners assured
Mrs. Jones that they appreciated
her concern, but again advised her
to talk to the sheriff.

Mrs. Jonessaid she had written
aletter to the sheriff andto the at-
torney general. She said she ad-
vised other parentsto dothesame
so Officer Flock “ could never get
another jobinlaw enforcement.”

Sheriff Dankenbring said that,
according to the law, Officer
Flock has done nothing wrong.

“We (officers) are trying to
keep our teens alcohol and drug
free and keeping them alive,” he
said.

Officer Flock said hewould be
at the next commissioners’ meet-
ing with recordsin hand and will
be glad to answer any questions.
Mrs. Jones said shewould alsobe
there.

Looking for Good Drivers

iy

Crete Carrier Corporation ins seeking company drivers
and owner operators wanting to drive in a dedicated
regional fleet based in North Platte, NE.

HEALTH, LIFE, DENTAL, VISION, 401K & PROFIT SHARING
Class A CDL with HAZMAT required

Drivers Call - 800-998-2221
Or Www.cretecarrier.com

Supervisor Flemming presented
the commissioners with the “Au-
thority to Award” contract commit-
ment of county fundsintheamount
of $30,175. Thisisfor the Wiley
bridge work southwest of St.
Francis.

The commissioners decided it
wastimeto takearoad trip around
the county to discusstheupcoming
projectsand thevariousconditions
of roads and bridgesin the county.
Thetripwill start at 10:30 am. af-
ter the next commissioners’ meet-
ing.

In other business

In other business:

«Dan O’ Brien, regional director,
Tye Faulkender and Roger Stock-
ton, Northwest AreaCrops Special -
ist, introduced Mr. Faulkender as
the new county extension director.
Mr. Faulkender explained some of
thegoalsasdirector. Mr. Stockton
told about the no-till wheat plots
which he has planted along with
other projects he has planned.

* Roxie Neitzel, Neitzel Insur-
ance, and Kelly Frewen, Frewen
Insurance, discussed the county’s
insurancecoverage. Oneof thecon-
cernswastheinsurancecoverageof
the county’ s Historical Society’s
church. Theboard decided that the
Historical Society neededtodecide
on what coverage, if any, they
wantedtocarry onthechurchasthe
payment comesfromtheHistorical
Society’ s budget. There was also
discussiononself-insuring but this
matter was tabled until a future
meeting.

* The public hearing for closing
amile of road south of St. Francis
was held with no one present. The
commissioners approved the reso-
lution to closetheroad.

Next meeting

Thenext meeting of thecommis-
sioners has been set for 8 am. on
Friday, Feb. 27 inthecommission-
ers’ room at the courthouse.

Bulletin Board

Pancakesupper
Therewill beapancakesupper at
theAmerican LegionHall inBird

City on Saturday. Check ad for

detailsconcerning the supper and
bingo.
St. John Lutheran Wednesday
Service
St. John Lutheran Churchwill begin
Mid-week L entenservicesonFebru-
ary 25. Specia serviceswill continue
through Good Friday onApril 9. This
Wednesday’ s service will celebrate
Ash Wednesday and will include
Holy Communion. The service will
beginat 6:30 p.m.
Lifeline

Lifeline- Helpisjust apushof the
button away. Contact Glenn Glasco
in Bird City at 734-2643 or Jessie
Schieldin St. Francisat 332-2294

Hospicepotluck

The next Hospice Services, Inc.,
volunteer potluck meeting will be
Monday, March1, attheEquity meet-
ingroomat 11:30 a.m. The program
isMandatory - TB tests - Infection
Control - Universal Precautions, pre-
sented by aHospice ServicesNurse.
Thepubliciswelcometo attend.

Hospital board

The Cheyenne County Hospital
Board will meet at 7 p.m. today
(Thursday) intheclinic basement.

Spring Crop meeting

Neitzel Insurance Serviceisspon-
soring aSpring Crop mesting begin-
ning a 9:30 am. on Thursday, Feb.
19 at the Equity meeting room.

Tagdeadline

All residents with last names be-
ginningwith A shouldpurchasetheir
car, pickup, motorcycle and motor-
ized bike tags and pay their vehicle
personal property tax by theendof the
monthto avoid paying apenalty.

Head Start applications

Cheyenne County Head Start, a
free-preschool for 3-and4-year-olds,
isacceptingapplicationsforthe2004-
2005 school year. The Federally
funded program istargeted to fami-
lies who meet certain economic
guidelinesand provides hearing, vi-
sion, dental and educational screen-
ings. Nutritiousmeal sareservedand
parents are encouraged to get in-
volvedintheir children’ seducation.

Familiesinterest in having their
child in the program should call
DeniseWhiteat 785-332-3110.

Tax-aideavailable

Four AARPvolunteersarehel ping
taxpayers with middle and low in-
comestofiletheirtax returns.attheSt.
FrancisLibrary from2to 5 p.m. on
Wednesdays; and at the St. Francis
Senior Center from 2to 5 p.m. on
Thursdays. Thoseto call for an ap-
pointment are; Annette Erskin, 785-
332-2304; Kari Meyer, 785-332-
3988; Rowland Roelfs, 785-332-
2490 or Wayne K eeker, 785-332-
3428.

Bluegrassgroup toperform

Scenic Roots, afamily Bluegrass
group, will perform at 7:30 p.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 21, at TheGateway in
Oberlin.

The group is comprised of the
Rogers family of Concordiaand is
sponsored by the Oberlin Artsand
Humanities Commission, thisis a
season ticket event or tickets may
purchased at the door. For informa-
tion,call Mary 785-475-33290or Ella
785)-475-3557.
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Congratulatiops!

DALTON MAGNANI

on winning First Place
in the second round at Colby
in the Knights of Columbus
Free-Throw Contest!!!

Dalton shot 20 out of 25 in the

10-year age group! He will go
on to the 3rd round in Quinter, KS
on Sun., Feb. 15!

Check thenamelabel

Haveyou checkedthenamelabel
on your paper? This label also
shows the expiration date of your
subscription. Notethat if your sub-
scriptionrunsout completely itwill
take two weeks after you
resubscribebeforeitwill onceagain
be delivered to your mail box. In
order to not have a break in your
service, renew by the expiration
date.

Alcoholic Anonymous/Al-
Anon

Alcoholic Anonymous and Al-
Anon open meeting, held at 8:30
p.m. Thursday at the Methodist
Educational Building, upstairs.
Contact 332-2078.

Northwest Kansas Family
Shelter

Northwest Kansas Family Shel-
ter provides24-hour-7 day-a-week
servicestovictimsof domesticvio-
lence and sexual assault. Weekly
support groups are available for
women and children within the
northwest Kansas area. For infor-
mation or if you arein need of as-
sistance, please call the toll-free
number 1-800-794-4624.

Lifeline
Lifeline- Helpisjustapushof the
buttonaway. Contact GlennGlasco
in Bird City at 734-2643 or Jessi€
Schieldin St. Francisat 332-2294

Casey’'sComments

By Casey McCormick

How wasyour Vaentine sDay?|
hope you and your specid onewere
ableto feel the joy of each other’s
company.

| have to share a moment of my
Saturday. Eventhough | grew upin
Denver,wherehorsesareavailableto
rideif you go looking for arental,
most of my few times*“inthesaddl€’
have been on the type of trail horse
ridesthat would bore most children.

But frommy youth, | haveaways
loved watching movies with John
Wayne, Clint Eastwood, Kevin
Costner andthelikesand dreamed of
being a cowboy. Somehow my
sweetheart found out.

She secretly arranged for aridein
the country on Valentine' sDay. We
drovetoher family’ sfarmwest of St.
Franciswhereweled thehorsestoa
placeoutsidethecorra, gpartfromthe
other ones.

Crunchingourway acrosspatches

of snow, iceand mud we led thetwc
huge animals next to the barn. Dean
andNike, our steeds, werethenfitteo
with blankets, saddles and other
piecesof unfamiliar (to me) tack.

I nervoudly straddled Nikeand we
moved out into the pasture. As| be-
ganto fed more comfortable on tof
of the horse, | was struck with &
strange understanding.

[twasso peaceful beinga onewith
my companion and the two rides.
Therewerenophonesringing, totele-
visionsblaringandnochildrenneed-
ing attention. Not that those things
don’'tmatter but for thetimethey were
so far away. What we had was the
sound of horse hooves clopping on
hard earth, an occasional snort from
one of them and each other’ s undi-
vided attention.

Oh,andby theway, therewerecer-
tainpartsof my lower body that were
soreafterwards, but weall know that
sometimeslovehurts.

For theRecord

Sheriff'sreport
9 Summonsdelivered.
3 Subpoenasdelivered.
3 Ordersto appear.
1 Warrant
5 Speeding ticketsissued.
1 Ticket No Proof of Insurance
8 Warningsissued for speeding.
Feb. 9: Investigated dogsrunning
atlargein Bird City.
Feb. 12: Stopped traffic for fu-

neral precessioninBird City

Feb. 13: Investigated a threat at
Cheylin School

Feb. 14: Transported individual
from Cheyenne County Hospital tc
Garden City.

Feb. 15: Report of ahorse miss-
ing south of Bird City.

Feb. 15: Report of atrailer with-
out no lights on highway by Birc
City. Could not locatethetrailer.

School

M enu

Feb. 23- Feb. 26

Monday: breakfast: sausage
cheese tornado, ceredl, toast, juice,
milk; lunch: hamburger with gravy,
mashed potatoes, rolls, salad bar,
fruit, milk

Tuesday: breakfast: scrambled
eggs, ceredl, toast, juice, milk; lunch:
(f ddcd fifth grade’ schoice)
pizza, corn, Mandarinoranges, salad
bar, applesalad, fudgecicles, milk

Wednesday: breakfast: Poptarts,
cereal, toadt, juice, milk; lunch: (Ash

SHOWTIME: 7:30 p.m.

Feb 20, 21 & 22

Children 11 & under: $2

Along Came Polly

Rated: PG-13 for sexual content, language, crude humor
& somedrug references.

Sarring: Ben Stiller, Jennifer Aniston, Debra Messing, Philip Seymour
Hoffman, Hank Azaria

enne Theater

12-18yr.:

Wednesday) fish, buttered noodles,
bread, salad bar, fruit, milk

Thursday: breakfast: hashbrowns,
sausagelink, ceredl , toast, juice, milk;
lunch: grilled ham and cheese sand-
wich, tomato soup, crackers, salad
bar, fruit, milk

Thecooksof Cheylin Schoolscon-
tinue to recognize a different class
each week with their favorite meal.
Sudents and staff get to eat like &
Fifth grader at Tuesday’ slunch.

1 hour 30 min.

Comedy

St. Francis, KS
785-332-2747

$3  Senior Citizens: $3 Adults: $4

CHEYENNE COUNTY

210 W. 1st e St. Francis, KS

HOSPITAL

785-332-2104

\

The Cheyenne County Hospital
would like to thank everyone that
helped Cheyenne County receive
the Community Block Grant for
the remodeling of the Cheyenne
County Health Department.

Cheyenne County was one of
twenty recipients to receive this
grant. This would not have been

possible without all the help of
the community — THANK YOU!

P@Opl@ Care.
Miracles Happem.




