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City namesmember toadvisory group

By Casey McCormick

TheBird City Council met Monday todis-
cusstown operationsand meet with the new
deputy sheriff. Several topicswerediscussed
including the appoi ntment of anew member

to the county advisory commission.

DougMasonwaschosentofill thevacancy
left by Nancy Semler on the Cheyenne
County Advisory Commission, whichisa
branch of the Resource, Conservation and

Development Corporation.

TheCheyenneCounty Deputy Sheriff, Jeff
Moser, came before the council to report on
the sheriff’s department activities for the
month of January (seerelated story).

City manager, Sam Beeson, reported that
thecost of agrinder for thecity sewer lift sta-
tion would be $20,000. Thisis much higher
than the price the city had originally been
quoted. No decision was madeto movefor-

ward withthe purchase.

Mayor DaveHickertvoiced concernabout

County seeks
firetruck funds

By Karen Krien

TheCheyenne County Commis-
sioners, on Friday, agreed to apply
for agrant in order to have enough
money to purchase fire trucks for
the county.

Attending the meeting were Su-
san Hobrock, Cheyenne County
Development Corporation coordi-
nator; Dave Hickert, Bird City fire
chief; and George Harper, St.
Francisfire chief. The county ap-
plied for a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant last year andwas
granted $97,488 to remodel the St.
Francis clinic basement into the
county health office. At that time,
all areas of Cheyenne County with
the exception of the city of St.
Francis (it had been surveyed ear-
lier) weresurveyed andfoundtobe
in the low to moderately-low in-
come status. The survey results,
whicharedifficulttogather, arestill
goodforthisyear andthecounty has
been looking at getting new fire
trucksfor several years.

Chief Hickert reported that Bird

City needed onefiretruck but Chief
Harper said St. Francis really
needed two trucks. Each truck was
estimated to cost around $100,000.
The commissioners wanted to get
the process started so it would not
be “last-minute” with everyone
scrambling to get facts together.
They asked that they gather the
truck and other associated equip-
ment prices together and give to
Mrs. Hobrock.

Chief Hickert said the Bird City
Emergency Medical Service and
firemanmeeting andtrainingroom
still needed to be finished and he
was interested in seeing if a Com-
munity Development Block Grant
could bereguested for thisproject.
Mrs. Hobrock sai d that themeeting/
trainingroom could besubmitted as
a separate city application. The
county isallowed two grant appli-
cationsand eachcity isallowedone.

The fire chiefs will work Mrs.
Hobrock and with Amy Griffey,
who writesthe Community Devel-
opment Block Grants.

Inother business:

thehighcost of heatingtheoldcity shop. The
city paidover $6001ast monthisgasdoneto
operatetheshop. Effortswill bemadetomake
thebuilding moreenergy efficient.

Themayor alsosaidhewouldliketohirea
architectfromHill City tocomeupwithplans
to put atraining room in the firehouse. He
hopes that the room could also be used for
community meetings.

In Other Business

* Building permitswereapprovedfor Dick
Boswell (remodel of agarage and the addi-
tion of adeck) and Larry Henry (ramp).

» A resident who is unhappy with a
neighbor’ streesthat block theview whenthe
individual backsout of thedriveway brought
their concerntothecouncil for asecondtime.
The city manager had looked into the com-
plaintandreportedbeforethatiswasa“ neigh-
bor issue.” The council again agreed that it
wasnot acity matter and will send aletter to

theindividual stating so.

« A citizenmadeacomplaintabout theside-
walk infront of thecity hall building. When
the weather gets warmer the city will patch
theareain question.

*Morediscussionwasmadeabout thecity
ordinanceconcerning mobilehomesintown
and how long they can be parked. Further
thought will begiventothematter.

« Thecity council iscons dering gettingtwo
morerecycling binsfrom St. Francis.

and Gordon Richmeier.

SAFETY PATROL—Wer;dy Richmeier Imékessurethat Cheylin Elementary studentscross6th Street safely. Other vol-
unteer sarestill needed for crosswalk duty beforeand after school. Thekidscan useyour help! Crossingar eJoey M cCor mick
Times staff photo by Casey McCormick
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CHEYENNE COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFF JEFF MOSER
addr essestheBird City Council. Deputy M oser’ sprimary duty
isto providelaw enfor cement toBird City.

Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

Sheriff’sdeputy
settlesintoduties

By Casey McCormick

Bird City has seen its share of
law men over the years. Now
Cheyenne County deputy sheriff
Jeff Moser will have hisopportu-
nity to“ serveand protect” theciti-
zens of this northwest Kansas
town.

AtMonday’ scity council meet-
ing Officer M oser assumed one of
his duties by presenting the city
with his first police report. He
spokefor several minuteswith an
in-depthreport of hisactivitiesas
deputy sheriff for the month of
January.

Thefirstissueheaddressed was
the problem of animal control in
Bird City, inparticular, dogsrun-
ning loose and without tags.
Deputy Moser has notified one
dog owner of their dog being un-
|eashed. Herequested that thecity

providehimwith acompletedefi-
nition of the city ordinancerelat-
ing to animal control.

Next he described an incident
concerning a parking violation
and stated that hethought the cur-
rent ordinance was written
vaguely. Deputy M oser presented
the council withan exampleof the
city of Denver’ sregulationwhich
the city attorney will look over.

Finally he noted that he had
been stopping driversalong U.S.
36 whowerespeeding throughthe
newly changed section of road.
TheKansasDepartment of Trans-
portation recently extended the
part of the Highway that drops
from 65 milesper hour to 40 com-
ing into town to the east. The
deputy isgivingwarnings, for the
time being, while motorists be-
come aware of the change.

County commissoner stableambulance
billingissuesfor later dateoncemore

By Karen Krien

For the last three months, the
county commissioners have been
discussing who will do the ambu-
lance hilling for the county. At the
Friday commissioners' meeting,
they once again tabled the hilling
issue, thistimefor two months.

The problem began when pa-
tientswereupset becausetheir am-
bulance costs had been rejected by
Medicareasthey weredeemed* not
necessary.” Dr. Mary Beth Miller
informed the commissioners that
those ambulance runs were neces-

sary and listed someof thereasons.
However, therunshad been turned
into Medicareasthetechnicianhad
coded them which, when the tech-
nicianhadfilled out theambulance
formandnot beingaphysician, had
listed the patient’s comments and
obviouspain.

LesLacy, hospital administrator,
had offered the hospital’ s services
in working and turning in ambu-
lance runs to Medicare, Medicaid
andinsurancecompaniesfor $6 per
run. Since the hospital staff works
inthisareaday after day, the com-

Federal fundscould
beonwaytoairport

By Karen Krien

Two members of the Cheyenne
County Airport Authority Board
along with two airport managers
and the county road and bridge su-
pervisor talked to the commission-
ersabout aspecial offer of funding
for airport equipment and apron
(parking) pad when the commis-
sionersmet on Friday. Thecommis-
sionersagreedto seeabout the Fed-
eral funding, noting that the com-
missionerscould halt thepurchases
whenever they wantedto. They also
agreed that more than two Airport
Authority Board membersmeet and
further discussthe opportunities.

DaveY ost and Rodney Bracelin,
Airport Authority Board, Robert
Grace and Richard Grace, airport
managers, and Dave Flemming,
supervisor, made the presentation
with Robert Graceasspokesman. In
short, Mr. Grace said that an error
had been made in money distribu-
tion to small airports in Kansas
while othersin the Central Region
were benefiting. Congressman
Jerry Moran had gone directly to
Federal Aviation Administration
andsmall Kansasairportswerethen
contacted that there was money
available. In fact, in the next four
years, small airports could receive
up to $500,000.

However, to receive the money,
the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion officials needed to know the
county’ sanswer by Friday. A spe-
cial meetingwasheld but, unfortu-

nately, only two Authority mem-
bers showed up but, because of the
need to let the Federal Aviation
Administration know that day,
those two voted “yes’ to apply for
the funding if the commissioners
agreed. The money which the
county could receive thisyear is
around $170,000 and would cost
the county $8,500. The Airport
Authority had that much money in
its budget but the money was ear-
marked for runway repairs.

Mr. Gracesaidthat receivingthis
amount of money with only a95/5
matchwasprobably aone-timeop-
portunity for the county’s airport.
There were three suggested
projects: a beacon, a master plan
and an expanded runway apron
which would be used as a parking
areafor incoming planes.

The present beaconisaround 60
yearsoldand, whileit couldlast for
another 10years, it could go out to-
morrow. The present apron is ex-
tremely small and if morethan one
aircraft comesin, they areforcedto
go out on the sod and, if thereis
snow, it cannot be bladed off of the
sod without tearing up the sod. A
master plan, when drawn up, will
outlinethefuturefor theairport. A
master planisrequiredif theAirport
Authority would want to apply for
any additional Federal funding.
With the $170,000 funding, the
Federal AviationAdministrationis
willingtohavethemaster plancosts

See AIRPORT on page5

missioners considered the
administrator’ soffer asan alterna-
tive. However, they felt that they
needed to study the matter further
by contacting other county emer-
gency medical servicedirectorsand
officialsaswell asworkingwiththe
county’ s ambulance department
bookkeeper Janelle Bowers.

Both commissioners Tim Raile
and Ron Krien had been to theam-
bulance barn to talk to Mrs. Bow-
ers and Commissioner Raile had
made numerous calls to different
counties. Commissioner Jane

Brubaker had illness and several
deathsin her family making it im-
possible to make the visit so felt
that, at thistime, shewasunableto
make any decision on the book-
keeping matter.

“l wanttospendtimewith Janelle
and see how her days at the office
are spent and how much time i<
spentineach area,” shesaid.

The commissioners agreed to
waitfor twomonthsand seehow the
collection of ambulance func
money was going before making

SeeCOUNTY on page5
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THEKANSASDEPARTMENT of Transportation moved the

reduced speed zonefarther totheeast of town.
Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

Speedlimit extended

alongU.S

Sheriff Eddie Dankenbring re-
ported that the Bird City speed
limit on U.S. 36 has been ex-
tended.

Thespeedlimit throughthecity
zone is 40 miles per hour and,
when coming from the west, be-
gins shortly after the K-161 and
U.S. 36intersection and hasended
at about 200 hundred feet from
Bird Avenue, the main intersec-
tion. Now, the signshave been set

36toeas

and the 40 mile per hour speec
limit extendsaroundthecurveand
to Road 29 or better known asthe
Thresher Showground Road.

“We plan to issue tickets to
those not obeying the speed limit
through Bird City,” Jeff Moser,
new deputy sheriff, said. “How-
ever, until people get used to the
change, we will be issuing war-
rants.”



ANDREA CARPENTERANDKYLIEDIXSON loosen
formsat theMcDonald Gym.

up beforetheir danceteam per -
Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

Danger sof radon gasinhomes

High levels of radon have been
found in homes in every Kansas
county including Cheyenne County.
These finds have raised concerns
about thedangersof humanexposure
to thisoften undetected hazard.

Stephanie Schafer, Extension of -
fice professional, reported that the
county Extensionofficehashometest
kits available and several have al-
ready been picked up. Those having
questionsabout radonshould contact
the Kansas Radon Hotline at 1-800-
693-5343 or the National Radon
Hotlineat 1-00-SOS-RADON.

Radonisanaturally occurring ra-
dioactive gas found throughout the
United Stateswhichseepsupfromthe
earth’ scrustintotheatmosphereand
becomes a health hazard when it is
concentrated inside an occupied
building such as a home, school or

business. It isodorless, tastelessand
invisible and can go undetected for
years, placing the health of those ex-
posedtoit at significant risk for can-
cer.

“Indoor radonmay contributetoas
many as 200 lung cancer deaths per
yearinKansasand chronicradonex-
posureiscons deredthesecond-lead-
ingcauseof lungcancerintheUnited
States,” said Secretary of health and
Environment Roderick Bremby. “In
addition, being exposedtoradoncan
also compound therisk of lung can-
cer associated with smoking.”

Governor Kathleen Sebelius pro-
claimed January as Kansas Radon
ActionMonthtoencouragepeopleto
takethestepsneededtominimizethat
risk, including hometesting.

The only way to know ahome's
radonlevel istotest. A typical radon

hometestkit costsabout $5to$10and
issmpleto use. Thekit collectsra-
dongasfromwithinabuildingandis
senttoalabfor analysis. Theresults
are then reported to the purchaser.
Companieswill aso perform radon
tests and may use electronic instru-
ments to determine radon levelsin
buildings.

“Nearly four out of 10 hometests
completed in Kansas exceed EPA
levels,” Mr. Bremby added. “The
Kansas Department of Health and
Environment recommends that
homeownerstalk withacertified re-
don contractor of level sabove4 pCi/
| areconsistently detected.”

The higher the concentration
withinahomeandthemoretimeresi-
dents spend there, the greater their
hedthrisk.

County

Continued from page 1
any decision.

The commissionershad reviewed
$10,790 in contractual obligations
(previoudly referredto aswrite-offs)
but $322 in the obligations was a
bankruptcy amount.

It should be noted that contractual
obligationsarenot necessarily money
lost to the county. A bill is sent to
Medicare, Medicaidand/orinsurance
companies. Often Medicare and
Medicaidwill pay only aportionand
therestishilledtotheinsurancecom-
panies. What the insurance compa-
nies do not pay is considered a con-
tractual obligationandtheambulance
service is forced to settle for the
amount received.

Thehospital isalsoforcedto settle
for contractua obligations.

L ook for moreinformationoncon-
tractual obligationsinthenear future.

L ong-timeemployees
compensated

An employee had asked that the
commissionersconsider anincentive
for long-time employees. After dis-
cussion, they agreed that employees
working 15 yearsor more, onemore
personal day; 20 yearsor more, two
more personal days; and 25 yearsor
more, threemorepersona days. The
new ruling will be added to the
Employee’ sHandbook.

The commissioners talked about
empl oyeesnot using county comput-
ersfor persona usebecauseoneof the
computershad acquired avirus. Af-
ter discussion and checking in the
handbook, they agreedthat theruleis
aready statedinthehandbook. How-
ever, the commissioners asked that
Terry Miller, county clerk, send
memosto all department heads ask-
ing that they follow the rulesin the
handbook and not usethecomputers
for personal use.

Road and bridgereport

Dave Flemming, county road and
bridge supervisor, presented his
monthly budget report and showed
thecommissionersamapwhereroad
work had been done. Dan Stephens
asked that 1 mile of road south of St.
Francisbeofficialy closed. The su-
pervisor said the road is not main-
tainednorisit used. Thecommission-
ers gave permission for Supervisor
Flemmingtostart theprocessof con-
tactinglandownerssotheroadcanbe
closed.

Thesupervisor reported, thatinthe
last six years, it had taken $65,308 to
dig out sand and gravel for county
roads. He proposed that the county

purchaseanexcavator instead of hir-
ing or renting the sand and gravel re-
moved. However, after reviewingthe
cost of a used excavators from
$79,000 to $128,000, the commis-
sionersfelt themoney would be bet-
ter spent on the purchase of aroad
grader or other equipment.
Inother business

Inother business:

* TwoAirport Authority members,
airport managers and county super-
visor talked to the commissioners
about Federal money which the air-
port may beeligiblefor to makeim-
provementsat theairport. (Seerelated
articles.)

» The commissioners once again
read the bill from Infinitec whichis
theinternet company werethe clerk
of thecourt’ scomputer isconnected.
Whilereading theletter fromthe Ju-
dicial Administration, the commis-
sioners found that, while the com-
puter isamandated purchasedwhich
they approved to pay, the Judicial
Departmentwasreguiredtotakecare
of theupkeep and maintenance. The
commissioners agreed that the Judi-
cia Department’ s responsibility in-
cludes paying the internet company
costs.

« Kevin Berens, county attorney,
reportedthat thecommissionerswere
topay theautopsy costsquestionedat
thelast meeting. Hesaidthel aw states
that the county wherethe death took
place paysfor theautopsy expenses.
Thewarrant for $396 wasapproved.

ClerkMillerhadcalledtheNorth-
west Kansas Local Environmental
Protection Group personnel and, af-
ter talking to several individuals, he
wastoldthat theservicewoul dbill the
county when awell or water check
was made and the county would bill
the individual. Commissioner
Brubaker said the commissioners
from Rawlins County were contest-
ingtheL ocal Environmental Protec-
tion Group because they feel that
thereshouldbenochargefor services
made in counties - that the program
isFederally funded.

e Commissioner Brubaker said
RawlinsCounty Commissonershad
found out that each county ispaying
the Kansas Bureau of Investigation
$200amonthfor aservicewhichthey
arerequiredtocover evenif the$200
feeisnot paid. Commissioner Ron
Krienreportedat thelast meetingthat
he had heard something similar.

 County attorney Kevin Berens
wasasked tofind out moreinforma-
tion about Harvest Energy, a com-

pany which owes back taxesto the
county. The commissionerswant to
start foreclosure proceduresif pos-
sible

*Mary Morrowwasgivenpermis-
sionto have some Register of Deeds
volumes rebound for acost of $750
plusshippingand handling. Shea so
noted that she will be putting up a
shadein the vault to protect the vol-
umesfromthesun.

» Thecommissionersagreedtopay
the Northwest Kansas Planning and
Development dues of $1,797.50.
They asoapprovedfor thefollowing
people to attend workshops, classes
and certifications: Dolores Jenik to
attend atreasurer meeting and certi-
fication class; Carol Gamblin attend
aCriminal Justice Information Sys-
temclass; Dan Schittenhardt, thean-
nual county weed directors meeting
wherehewill becertifiedinthecon-
trol of prairiedogs.

» The commissioners signed em-
ployeewageagreementsgiving each
employeeacodst-of-livingraiseof $25
per monthplusemployeesweregiven
merit pay raisesranging from $0 to
$25 depending on their evaluation
made by the department head.

 Mr. Schlittenhardt asked about
purchasing aproduct to control prai-
riedogsfromacompany outsidethe
county. In the past, the product has
been purchased from the St. Francis
Equity and it was cheaper from the
other company. Thecommissioners
said that therewasn’t enough differ-
encein the price and that the money
needed to be spent in the county
whenever possible.

KurtBucholtz, LampeHardware,
talked to the commissioners about
where emergency lighting would be
placed inthe courthouse. The emer-
gency lightingisafire marshal re-
quirement.

* The sheriff’ svoucherswere re-
viewed and the sheriff agreedthat he
wouldn’t chargefor any gasor mile-
ageused when hepicked upaperson
at Larnedashewasal ready at another
meeting. Theundersheriff saidthathe
wouldtakecareof thecell phonehill
of $635 beforethenext meeting.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the commis-
sionershasbeensetfor8am. onFeb.
13. The meeting would have ordi-
narily met onFeb. 16 becausethe15th
fallsonSunday. However, Feb. 16is
Presidents’ Day and the courthouse
isclosed.

Alrport

Continued from page 1
taken out of thesuggested funding.
Mr. Gracesaidthat master plans
are expensive, often costing from
$40,000 to $60,000 which makesit
amost prohibitivefor any smal air-
port to havetheplan.

The Authority estimated that the
beaconwill cost $25,000, themaster
plan, $45,000 and the apron,
$105,000. Other projects which the
money could be used for included
purchasing and installing runway
lights. The present lightsare around
20yearsoldandthenew lightsbetter
direct thepilot ontotherunway.

Statefunding

Mike Armour with the Kansasdi-
rector of Aviationisalso suggesting
theAirport Authority apply forfunds
which could require90/10 matching
funds. Thesefundswould beusedto
purchaseaweather reportingsystem.
State funds helped pave the airport
runway several yearsago.

The approved weather reporting
equipment would allow air taxi and
hospital flights to better utilize the
instrument approach.

All of thesurrounding airportsin-
cluding Burlington, Colby and
Goodland have installed this equip-
ment and Atwood isintheprocessof
ingalingit.

The cost of the equipment is
$76,000 and the county could pay
around $7,600 (which some of that
cost could becut by using the county
crewtodosomeof thegroundwork).

Commissioner will call

JaneBrubaker, commissioner,said
she would persondly call each Air-
port Authority member, urgingthem
tocometothenext meetingwhichthe
Authority will set in the near future.
Atthemesting, thegrantswill befur-
ther discussedandvoted on. Shea so
encouraged each of thecommission-
ersto beat themesting.
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Valentine Love Lines

We don’t always remember to say,
“I Love You,” “| Care,” “You're
Special.” A Valentine Love Line in the
Saint Francis Herald and Bird City
Times is the perfect way to remind
them of exactly how you feel.

Go Ahead, FOR ONLY
Try It! $10.00
Call Casey & Place Your Message of Love Today!

/85-332-3162

DEADLINE: Mon., Feb. 9, 2004
Publish Date: Thurs., Feb. 12, 2004
Prepaid Ads Only!!
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Happy Valentine's Day to
our little sweethearts!

Love, Grandma & Grandpa

Our First Little Valentine ...
All grown up now!
We love you, Mom & Dad

Just fill out the coupon below and bring
with your payment to:
Lines of Love
The Saint Francis Herald
and
Bird City Times
(Bring a self-addressed, stamped envelope to have your pictures returned).
e e e e |

I Name:

City:

Phone:

Message: (please print or type clearly)
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